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ITANAGAR, February 19:
Chief Minister Pema Khandu on 
Wednesday, February 19 dedicated 
three multi-storied car parking-lots to 
the people of the state capital – one 
physically at the State Civil Secretar-
iat and two virtually, one at ESS Sec-
tor and the other at APST bus station, 
Ganga Market.

The Multi-Level Automated 
Car Parking at the Secretariat con-
sists of a 10-storied building with 4 
floors in the basement for parking and 
the ground floor for exit and entry. 4 
floors above-ground will also be for 
parking while the top floor will house 
a cafeteria and a gymnasium. 

Constructed under the Itana-
gar Smart City programmeby NHICDL 

at an estimated cost of Rs 18.09 
crore, the building will accommodate 
108 cars in 8 towers. The new park-
ing lot includes facilities like control 
room, waiting room, elevator, power 
back-up, drainage and mechanical 
ventilation.

The multi-storied car park-
ing at ESS-Sector, Itanagarhas been 
constructed by the Department of Ur-
ban Development & Housing (UD&H) 
with a total project cost of Rs.1471.60 
lakhs. It willprovide safe car parking 
for employees and visitors of Directo-
rate office of Higher Education, Direc-
torate of Elementary Education, Mallo 
Tarin Higher Secondary School and 
the residents of the ESS sector.

CM dedicates three multi-sto-
ried car parking-lots to the State

ITANAGAR, February 17: 
Following a landmark Outdoor Cabinet 
meeting, Chief Minister Pema Khandu, 
along with the Council of Ministers and 
Chief Secretary, released the Deputy 
Commissioners’ Conference Outcome 
Report at Nyapin on Monday, February 
17.

The report encapsulates key 
deliberations and action plans from 
the Deputy Commissioners’ Confer-
ence held on January 16-17, 2025. 
The conference focused on six core 
themes essential for the state's devel-
opment: Swasth Arunachal, Shikshit 
Arunachal, Smriddh Arunachal, Surak-
shit Arunachal, Swachh Arunachal, and 
Sundar Arunachal.

Additionally, four special ses-

sions were held on critical govern-
ance issues including forest clearance, 
land acquisition, saturation of welfare 
schemes, and the role of guardian min-
isters and mentor secretaries.

The Outcome Report serves as 
a strategic roadmap for Deputy Com-
missioners, outlining challenges, issues, 
and gaps in each theme area, actions 
already taken by the departments, fu-
ture action plans with specific timelines, 
expected responsibilities of DCs in im-
plementing initiatives, and observations 
and directives from higher authorities.

The report will help the Deputy 
Commissioners take timely action on 
the theme areas, which will be quarterly 
reviewed by the Chief Secretary. Con-
certed action and review will help in the 

timely completion of projects and fos-
ter the growth and development of the 
State.

The report is expected to drive 
focused governance, efficient project 
execution, and faster decision-making, 
ultimately fostering sustainable growth 
and development across Arunachal 
Pradesh.

The Chief Minister also chaired a 
district review meeting of Kurung Kumey 
at Nyapin in the presence of Deputy 
CM Chowna Mein, Cabinet colleagues, 
MLAs, HoDs, and officials.

During the meeting, CM Khandu 
emphasized the need to connect people 
more deeply with government schemes 
and welfare programs so that the ben-
efits truly reach the grassroots.

CM releases the Deputy Commissioners’ 
Conference Outcome Report at Nyapin

TEZU, February 16:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.) reviewed the 
Central and State Government-
sponsored programmes, projects and 
schemes of Lohit District at Tezu on 
Sunday, February 16. The Governor, 
who is on a two-day tour of the dis-
trict, was briefed about the progress 
and challenges of the flagship pro-
grammes.

The Governor emphasized the 
need for automation of all data related 
to Yojanas being implemented in the 
district to augment analysis, monitor-
ing, and management. He also urged 
officials to think out-of-box, explore 
proactive measures, and actively en-

gage with the public.
Highlighting the potential and 

capability of the people of Arunachal 
Pradesh, the Governor stressed that 
government officials must support 
them in realizing their aspirations. He 
underscored the importance of trans-
ferring technical advancements from 
Krishi Kendras, scientific laboratories, 
and research centers to the fields, en-
suring they benefit rural communities.

Encouraging officials to con-
nect with the agrarian community 
and allied sector farmers, he noted 
that the State’s farmers and entrepre-
neurs in the sector have the potential 
to transform the farming sector but 
need proper motivation and guidance.

The Governor emphasized 

that the progress of the rural com-
munity, especially the youth, is vital 
for the development of Arunachal 
Pradesh. He stated that when rural 
areas become ‘Viksit,’ the State will 
achieve ‘Viksit Arunachal,’ contribut-
ing to the collective vision of a ‘Viksit 
Bharat.’

Lohit Deputy Commissioner, 
Kesang Ngurup Damo highlighted the 
progress, accomplishments, initia-
tives and priority areas for develop-
ment of the district.

Dr. Mahesh Chai, Director 
General of Police, Anand Mohan, Su-
perintendent of Police, Thutan Jamba 
and Heads of Department participat-
ed in the review meeting.

Governor reviews developmental works of Lohit District

TAWANG, February 13: 
Heavy and continuous snowfall in Ta-
wang district since the evening of 11 
February has led to disruptions in es-
sential services, including electricity, 
water supply, and communication.

Falling trees and the accu-
mulation of thick snow on power and 
communication lines have caused 
service disruptions in some areas. Al-
though most shops remain open, foot-
fall is low as residents step out only to 
purchase daily necessities.

Attendance in educational in-
stitutions has significantly reduced as 
vehicles are not operating, and walk-
ing on frozen snow poses challenges, 
particularly for children.

Despite the difficult condi-
tions, various departments, including 
the Electrical Department, the Public 
Health Engineering Department, the 
Border Roads Organisation, the Pub-
lic Works Department, and the Rural 
Works Department, are working tire-
lessly to restore and maintain essen-
tial services. 

Snowfall affects 
essential services 

in Tawang

ITANAGAR, February 19:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.), demonstrated 
his unwavering commitment to sup-
porting young talent and adventure 
sports by extending financial assis-
tance to renowned mountaineer Ka-

bak Yano. In a special ceremony held 
at Raj Bhavan, Itanagar, on Wednes-
day, 19th February, the Governor 
handed over a token financial aid to 
Yano as a gesture of encouragement 
for her ambitious mountaineering 
mission.

Governor provides financial aid 
to Everester Kabak Yano

ITANAGAR, February 15:
The Governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Lt. General KT Parnaik, 
PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd.), inter-
acted with representatives of the 
State’s Small Tea Growers at Raj 
Bhavan, Itanagar on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15. They discussed strategies 
for promoting Arunachal Pradesh’s 
tea industry.

During the meeting, the Gov-
ernor emphasized the need for or-
ganic tea cultivation, highlighting its 
sustainability and strong market de-
mand. He encouraged tea growers 
to adopt natural farming practices, 
which enhance product quality and 
align with global consumer prefer-
ences for eco-friendly and chemi-
cal-free products.

Reaffirming the State’s com-
mitment to strengthening its tea 
industry and positioning Arunachal 
Pradesh as a key player in the or-

ganic tea market, the Governor 
advised tea growers to leverage 
both traditional and digital market-
ing strategies. He urged them to 
develop a distinctive brand identity 
with an attractive logo, eco-friendly 
packaging, and a compelling tagline 
that reflects their commitment to or-
ganic and sustainable practices.

Stressing the importance of 
storytelling in branding, the Gover-
nor encouraged growers to share 
their farm’s journey, cultivation 
methods, and sustainability efforts 
through social media and product 
packaging. He also recommended 
creating a professional website with 
an integrated e-commerce platform 
to facilitate direct consumer sales. 
Additionally, he urged participation 
in national and international tea 
trade fairs to connect with buyers 
and expand market presence.

Governor interacts with tea growers

TEZU, February 15: 
The 55th Central Tamlã-Dü Festival 
was celebrated with great enthusiasm 
in Khoraliang village, Tezu, bringing to-
gether the Mishmi community and dig-
nitaries under the theme ‘Connecting 
to Brotherhood’. The festival, a vibrant 
display of Mishmi community of Lohit 
District’s rich cultural heritage, focused 
on fostering unity and communal har-
mony among communities.

Deputy Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein attended the festival as the Chief 
Guest, reaffirming his commitment 
to preserving and promoting indig-
enous traditions while strengthening 
Arunachal Pradesh’s development vi-
sion. In his address, he emphasized 
the State’s long-term mission for all 
round development in sectors like 
education, healthcare, tourism, horti-
culture, and agriculture, which serve 
as pillars of Arunachal Pradesh’s 
progress and self-reliance. He reiter-
ated the government’s commitment to 
empowering youth, uplifting women, 
supporting the underprivileged, and 
strengthening farmers, citing that they 

are crucial for building a prosperous 
Arunachal Pradesh.

On the occasion, Mein said that 
every district should have a football 
stadium to provide equal opportunities 
for the sporting youths across the state 
and added that Tezu should also get 
one football stadium. He highlighted 
that such initiatives would help nurture 
young sporting talent and strengthens 
Arunachal Pradesh’s position in athlet-
ics and adventure sports.

On the occasion, Mein also 
released two books, ‘Kaman Lai Ling 
Yai’ authored by Sokhep Kri and ‘Kum-
tibaa’ by Kathesi Kri and also released 
the CALSOM calendar for Tezu block, 
each contributing to the documenta-
tion and preservation of the Mishmi 
community’s linguistic and cultural 
heritage.

The festival also featured a 
range of activities, including traditional 
performances, community gatherings, 
and sports events, further strengthen-
ing the bonds within the Mishmi com-
munity.

DCM attends 55th 
Central Tamlã-Dü Festival

Bronze medallist 
Kamdon Boi accord-
ed warm reception

DEOMALI, February 18: 
National Games (NG) medallist 
Kamdon Boi was given a warm 
reception when he returned 
here in Tirap district from Utta-
rakhand after participating in the 
Games on Tuesday, February 
18.
	 Hailing from Turet village 
in Tirap district, Boi has become 
the first judoka from Arunachal 
to win a medal in the National 
Games. He achieved the feat by 
winning a bronze medal in the 
just concluded National Games.
	 The reception pro-
gramme was led by Deomali 
ZPM Wangphoon Lowang, 
Soha ZPM Sam Korok, and 
DSO Noah Mongku, and was 
joined by members of the All 
Tirap District Students’ Union, 
friends and well-wishers. 

RGU honors National 
Games medallist

RONO HILLS, February 14: 
Rajiv Gandhi University hon-
oured its achiever Yorna Rosni, 
a 2nd-semester student from 
the Department of Sports Psy-
chology, who represented the 
Arunachal Pradesh Wushu team 
and bagged a bronze medal at 
the 38th National Games, which 
concluded in Uttarakhand on 
February 14..
	 In this go, the NG med-
allist was feted in a felicitation 
ceremony organized at the VC’s 
chamber, wherein RGU Vice 
Chancellor (in-charge) Prof S 
K Nayak presented her with 
accolades, acknowledging her 
dedication, perseverance, and 
commendable performance at 
the national level.
	 In his speech, the VC 
hailed Rosni’s exceptional 
contribution to sports and also 
her unwavering commitment 
to excellence. He emphasized 
RGU’s mission to nurture talent 
beyond academics, fostering a 
culture of holistic development 
that empowers students to ex-
cel in various arenas. Encour-
aging students to take inspira-
tion from Rosni’s achievement, 
Prof Nayak reiterated the uni-
versity’s continued support for 
co-curricular and extracurricular 
pursuits.
	 Prof Otem Padung (fi-
nance officer), Dr Anil Mili (HoD 
Physical Education), and Dr A 
Yuvaraj (Asstt Director Physical 
Education) were also present at 
the event.

ITANAGAR, February 20:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.) graced the 39th 
Statehood Day celebration at Indira 
Gandhi Park, Itanagar on 20th Feb-
ruary 2025. The Governor unfurled 
the National Flag and took salute of 
the Guard of Honour.

In his address, the Governor 
of Arunachal Pradesh extended his 
warmest greetingsto the people of 
the state on its 39th Statehood Day. 

He emphasized that this day is a 
celebration of Arunachal Pradesh’s 
remarkable journey of progress and 
development, driven by the collec-
tive will and aspirations of its people.

The Governor shared his vi-
sion for a ‘Viksit Arunachal’, driven 
by investment in infrastructure, edu-
cation, and youth empowerment. He 
called for collective efforts to build a 
State where every citizen has the op-
portunity to flourish. 

The Governor appealed to 

Governor graces the 39th State-
hood of Arunachal Pradesh

the people to build bridges of under-
standing, embrace our diversity, and 
draw strength from unity. Let us try 
and improve our Gross State Hap-
piness. The choices we make today 
will resonate through generations so 
let us choose wisely and act boldly 
for our State's success and harmo-
ny, he urged upon the people on the 
occasion.

Highlighting the State’s 
unique identity, the Governor de-
scribed Arunachal Pradesh as a 
beacon of unity in diversity, deeply 
rooted in constitutional values while 
charting its distinct path of develop-
ment. He noted that the state stands 
apart as a Green State, free from in-
surgency, where people uphold na-
tionalistic sentiments with pride and 
unity, often echoing ‘Jai Hind’ as a 
symbol of patriotism.

Expressing gratitude to 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi Ji, the Governor acknowl-
edged his unwavering commitment 
to the development of the North 
Eastern region. He credited the 
Prime Minister’s vision for position-
ing Arunachal Pradesh as the ‘Gate-
way to South East Asia’ under the 
‘Act East-Act Now’ policy. 
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Service line
Hospitals

General Hospitals, Naharlagun
Casuality wing 	 : 0360-2246677		  CMO 	     : 0360-2244293
Med.Supdtt.	 : 0360-2244156		  Ambulance     : 0360-2244479
R.K.Mission Hospital, Itanagar		  : 0360-2212263
Heema Hospital, Itanagar		  : 0360-2291094
Niba Hospital, Pappu-Nallah		  : 0360-2244574
Hospital in Guwahati
GNRC Hospital 			   : 0361-2227701/2227702/2227703
Down Town Hospital 			   : 0361-2336906/2336911
GMC Hospital 			   : 0361-2528417/2529457
International Hospital			   : 0361-2347700/2347701
B.Barooah Cancer Institute		  : 0361-2472364

POLICE STATION

FIRE  STATION

Itanagar 		  : 0360-2212233     Naharlagun		   : 0360-2244329
Nirjuli 		  : 0360-2257220     Doimukh		   : 0360-2277220
Banderdewa 	 : 0360-2266236

Itanagar : 0360-2212640            		  Naharlagun : 0360-2244399
APST BUS SERVICE

Type of 
Service
Night Service       
Night Service        
Night Service        
Night Service         
Night Service       
Night Service      
Night Service   
Night Service          
Night Service                  
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service      
Day Service    
Day Service       
Day Service     
Day Service      
Day Service      
Day service
Mail Service       
Day Service    

Sl.
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Name 
of Route         
Itanagar-Shillong  
Itanagar-Nyapin      
Itanagar-Aalo         
Itanagar-Daporijo   
Itanagar-Yingkiong 
Itanagar-Seppa     
Itanagar-Khonsa    
Itanagar-Tezu        
Itanagar-Koloriang  
Itanagar-Guwahati 
Itanagar-Aalo      
Itanagar-Pasighat 
Itanagar-Tirbin    
Itanagar-Bomdila
Itanagar-Palin   
Itanagar-Sagalee
Itanagar-Ampoli  
Itanagar-Mengio 
Itanagar-Kimin  
Itanagar-Gerukhamukh           
Itanagar-Balijan  
Itanagar-Tarasso 
Itanagar-Sonajuli 
Itanagar-Lilabari 
Itanagar- Jote    

Departure 
Times
05.00pm
02.00pm
02.30pm
12.00 noon
01.00pm
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
01.00 pm
02.30 pm
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
05.30 am
01.00 pm
07.00 am
07.00 am  
& 01.00 pm

Service Days

Daily Service     
Mon /Thu/Sat      
Daily Service       
Daily Service           
Alternate Day         
Daily Service            
Sun/Mon/Wed/Thu        
Tuesday only              
Daily Service                
Daily Service                
Daily Service               
Daily Service               
Mon/Thu/Sat                  
Daily Service except Fri   
Sun/Wed/Fri                     
Mon/Wed/Fri                   
Sun/Tue/Thu                    
Sun/Tue/Thu                     
Daily Service except Sat  
Daily Service except Fri  
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sat 
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sun  
Daily Service except Sun  

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

( Dauphin Pawan Hans) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY

TUESDA Y

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDA Y

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

STATION
Naharlagun
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin	
Pasighat	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini	
Roing 
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat

Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Namsai	 “
Tezu	
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai	
Mohanbari
	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE

DEP.TIME
09:00	
10:30	
10:55	
11:50	
12:45	
13:15	

09:00	
10:15	
10:50	
11:15	
11:40	
12:05	
13:10	
	
09:00	
10:10	
10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:20
12:40
13:00
13:50	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:45	
11:25	
12:05	
13:00	
	
09:00	
10:30	
11:10	
11:35	
12:15	
12:55	
13:20	
14:20

STATION
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat
Roing
Anini
Roing
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Maio
Vijaynagar
Miao
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Namsai
Tezu
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

ARR.TIME
10:05
10:50
11:45
12:40
13:05
14:20

09:45
10:45
11:10
11:35
12:00
12:45
13:55

09:45
10:40
11:05
11:35
12:15
12:35
12:55
13:20
14:55

09:45
10:40
11:20
12:00
12:45
13:45

09:45
11:05
11:30
12:10
12:50
13:15
13:55
15:05

FLY.TIME
1:05
0:20
0:50
0:50
0:20

1:05 .
4:30
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:40
0:45
3:40
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
0:15
0:15
0:20

01:05
4:30
0:45
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:45
4:00
0:45
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:45
4:30

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

“Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on 
the present moment.”-Buddha

(Contd from P-1)

Governor reviews developmental works...

Snowfall affects essential services...

Governor provides financial aid to Everester...

Governor interacts with tea...

DCM attends 55th Central Tamlã-Dü...

Ms. Yano has set an inspiring goal to scale all eight peaks that rise above 8,000 feet, a challenge that requires immense physical endurance, men-
tal resilience, and financial backing. Recognizing her dedication and the significance of her journey in promoting adventure sports and inspiring the youth 
of Arunachal Pradesh, the Governor lauded her determination. He emphasized the importance of perseverance, discipline, and meticulous preparation in 
extreme sports like mountaineering.

Additionally, the Governor urged various stakeholders, including the government, private organizations, and sports enthusiasts, to extend their support 
to such exceptional athletes who bring pride to the state and the nation. He expressed confidence that Ms. Yano’s achievements would serve as a motivation 
for aspiring mountaineers and adventure seekers, encouraging them to push their limits and bring laurels to the country.

The Governor, known for his dedication to inspiring and encouraging the youth, especially athletes, urged Yano to remain focused and determined 
in her mission. 

Secretary to Governor, Darade Sharad Bhaskar was present on the occasion.

The Governor assured representatives that as a welfare State, the State Government would extend full support, including marketing assistance, 
provided tea growers adhere to quality standards, adopt sustainable farming methods, and maintain high production standards.

Tadak Gab, President of the Small Tea Growers’ Association, and Marpu Baja, a tea grower, apprised the Governor about issues related to the 
tea industry in Arunachal Pradesh.

The event was attended by MLA Roing Mutchu Mithi, MLA Tezu Dr. Mohesh Chai, Padma Shri awardee and GI expert Dr. Rajanikant, DC Tezu K.C. Damo, 
SP Tezu Thutan Jamba, SM of the Mountain Brigade Brigadier Kaustubh Kekre, former minister Nakul Chai, and former Bamboo Mission chairman Tungri Effa, 
among other dignitaries.

The 55th Central Tamlã-Dü Festival once again showcased Arunachal Pradesh’s commitment to preserving its cultural heritage and fostering unity among 
communities, reflecting the state’s vision of inclusive growth and sustainable development.

Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein also attended the 41st Shapawng Yawng Manau Poi celebration in Namgo on Friday. He expressed immense pleas-
ure in celebrating the rich cultural heritage and ancient traditions of the Singpho community, paying tribute to their forefathers and chiefs. 

The celebration not only highlighted the Singpho community's rich cultural legacy but also reaffirmed the importance of preserving and promoting diverse 
cultures for future generations.

In his remarks, Mein spoke of the spirit of unity among the community and the importance of preserving traditions while moving toward a bright future. He 
also released the Singpho Folk Song music album and festival souvenirs to commemorate the occasion.

Mein was joined by Minister of Urban Development, Land Management, and Civil Aviation, Balo Raja; MLA and Advisor to the Minister of Power, Jikke 
Tako; MLAs Kamlung Mossang, Puinnyo Apum & Oni Panyang, GI Man of India, Padma Shri Dr. Rajnikanth; Executive Director of RIWATCH, Dr. Vijay Swami; 
and among other dignitaries.

Earlier, the Governor met the Gaon Burahs, Panchayat representatives and the public. During his interaction, emphasizing the crucial role of educa-
tion in shaping the future of the State, the Governor urged village elders to ensure that every child completes their education without dropping out. Citing the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, he highlighted its potential to equip students with essential skills, making them job-ready, particularly in sectors such 
as hydropower and infrastructure development.

Expressing concern over the rising menace of drug abuse among the youth, the Governor called for collective efforts to address the issue and safeguard 
the younger generation from its harmful impact.

Stressing the need to strengthen the healthcare sector, he underscored the importance of cleanliness, hygiene, and sanitation awareness in fostering 
a healthier society. As a proactive measure, he suggested the formation of a Hygiene and Sanitation Committee led by women, who could be trained and 
incentivized to promote better hygiene practices within their communities.

The Governor reaffirmed the government's commitment to education, skill development, and public health, emphasizing that these initiatives are es-
sential for the State’s progress and prosperity.

Local MLA, Dr. Mahesh Chai, Director General of Police, Anand Mohan, Superintendent of Police, Thutan Jamba and Heads of Department were 
present in the meeting.

The Governor started his district tour with a visit to the famed religious site, Parasuram Kund, near Wakro, in Lohit District. He reviewed the site which 
is being developed under PRASAD (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) scheme of the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India.

The Governor, who participated in the Kumbh Mela recently at the invitation of the Uttar Pradesh Government, suggested various measures to make it 
more convenient for the pilgrims and devotees and appealing to the visitors. He also advised for holistic development of the area, linking economic empower-
ment of the local communities.

The police and army personnel are actively assisting stranded tourists and commuters in the Sela and Jaswantgarh areas.
The district administration is closely monitoring the situation and coordinating with the army and other relevant agencies to ensure smooth functioning 

of emergency response efforts.
According to the latest weather forecasts, the adverse weather conditions, including snowfall, may persist for the next few days. If the situation contin-

ues, further disruptions to normal life may occur.
As of now, no report of significant damage or accidents due to snowfall has been received.
The residents have been advised to take necessary precautions, avoid unnecessary travel, and stay updated with official advisories. 

Central Excise Day is celebrated annually on February 24th in India, 
marking the day when the Central Excise and Salt Act came into effect 

in 1944. This day is dedicated to recognizing the role of the Central Board 
of Excise and Customs (CBEC) in collecting revenue for the government 
and promoting trade and industry in the country.

The History of Central Excise Day
The Central Excise and Salt Act was enacted in 1944, with the aim 

of consolidating and amending the laws related to central excise and salt. 
The Act imposed excise duty on goods manufactured in India, with the 
revenue generated being used to fund various government programs and 
initiatives.

Over the years, the Central Excise and Salt Act has undergone sev-
eral amendments, with the aim of simplifying and rationalizing the tax struc-
ture. In 2017, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) was introduced, replacing 
the Central Excise and Salt Act, as well as other indirect taxes.

The Role of the Central Board of Excise and Customs
The Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) is the apex body 

responsible for administering the GST and other indirect taxes in India. The 
CBEC is responsible for collecting revenue, preventing tax evasion, and 
promoting trade and industry in the country.

The CBEC has played a crucial role in promoting economic growth 
and development in India. The board has implemented various measures 
to simplify and rationalize the tax structure, making it easier for businesses 
to comply with tax laws.

The Significance of Central Excise Day
Central Excise Day is significant because it recognizes the impor-

tance of taxation in funding government programs and initiatives. The day 
also highlights the role of the CBEC in promoting trade and industry in the 
country.

Central Excise Day is also an opportunity to acknowledge the chal-
lenges faced by taxpayers and the efforts made by the CBEC to simplify 
and rationalize the tax structure. The day is celebrated with various events 
and programs, including seminars, workshops, and awards ceremonies.

Conclusion 
Central Excise Day is a celebration of the role of taxation in funding govern-
ment programs and initiatives. The day recognizes the importance of the 
CBEC in promoting trade and industry in the country and acknowledges 
the challenges faced by taxpayers. As we celebrate Central Excise Day, 
we must also recognize the need for a simple and rational tax structure that 
promotes economic growth and development.

Central Excise Day

CM dedicates three multi-storied car parking-lots...

Governor graces the 39th Statehood...
Underscoring Arunachal Pradesh’s strategic significance, the Gover-

nor noted its crucial role in national security due to its borders with Tibet-Chi-
na and Myanmar. He lauded the unwavering support of the people toward 
the Armed Forces, reinforcing the State's commitment to safeguarding the 
nation. He also emphasized the region’s rich tradition of self-governance 
through institutions like Buliang, Kebang,and Mukchum, which have long 
upheld democracy, fairness, and accountability.

On the occasion, the Governor paid tribute to the sacrifices of the 
state's unsung heroes, including Matmur Jamoh and Moje Riba, who fought 
for Arunachal Pradesh’s rights and autonomy. He urged citizens to draw 
inspiration from their courage and work towards building a ‘Viksit Arunachal.’

The Governor highlighted the exceptional support from the Gov-
ernment of India, exemplifying the strength of a ‘Double Engine Govern-
ment.’ He noted that various central schemes have played a pivotal role in 
transforming Arunachal Pradesh, particularly in infrastructure development, 
women’s empowerment, education, skill development, and economic self-
sustainability of border villages. He reaffirmed that these initiatives align 
with the national vision of ‘Sab Ka Saath, Sab Ka Vikas, Sab Ka Prayas, 
Aur Sab Ka Vishwas’.

The Governor also highlighted the State Initiatives for Progress. He 
said that the State Government is committed to improving the quality of life 
through 24 key initiatives focused on good governance, effective admin-
istration, and proactive citizen services, adopting new policies in Tourism, 
Industry, Agriculture, and Horticulture, establishing of an Institute for Trans-
forming Arunachal as a policy think tank, implementation of the ‘Year of the 
Youth 2025’ initiative, expansion of the successful ‘Sewa Aapke Dwar 2.0’ 
program and introduction of ‘Cabinet Aapke Dwar’ for grassroots govern-
ance.

Highlighting the Success Stories in the last 8 years, the Governor 
said that Arunachal Pradesh has witnessed remarkable growth across vari-
ous sectors, including infrastructure, hydropower, education, agriculture, 
and women empowerment. He said that 4,000 km of roads were construct-
ed, connecting all district headquarters with two-lane highways and 1,748 
km of Frontier Highway under mission-mode development. The State has 
58,000 MW potential, which is 40% of India’s total capacity. Lower Subansiri 
Hydro Project (2,000 MW) nearing completion, the Dibang Multipurpose Hy-
dro Project (2,880 MW) is under construction and the Siang Upper Multipur-
pose Project is recognized as a strategic national priority. 

The Governor said that in the women empowerment endeavour, the 
‘Lakhpati Didi’ scheme has empowered over 4,332 women to earn over 
₹1 lakh annually. He said that the State plans to assist 25,000 women in 
achieving financial independence in five years.

 It will also offer parking for the Arunachal Pradesh State Assembly and the State Civil Secretariat. 
The six-storied building has total parking capacity of 143 light motor vehicles (LMVs) with 3 automated mechanical car lift and one separate passenger 

lift. There is a ramp provision in lower 3 floors of the building where a car can be parked without using the automated mechanical lift. 
Also constructed by UD&H at the cost of Rs.1471.68 lakhs, the multi-storied car parking at APST Bus Station near Ganga Market will cater to the park-

ing needs of market goers, visitors, nearby hotels, Arunachal Press Club, RK Mission Hospital and office goers of Station Superintendent, Arunachal Pradesh 
State Transport Service, Itanagar, etc. 

This six-storied building has total parking capacity of 100 numbers of light motor vehicles with three automated mechanical car lift and a passenger lift. 
The 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th floors of the building offers car parking and the 5th floor has been kept for office space of Station Superintendent, Arunachal 

Pradesh State Transport Services, Itanagar. The ground floor will house the Ticket Booking Counter, cloak room, cafeteria and other allied activities of 
Arunachal Pradesh State Transport Services. A total eight bus bays are available in the Ground floor and the remaining open space around the building will 
be utilized for bus transit. 

In his brief address, Khandu congratulated the people for the state-of-the-art facilities offered by the state government and expressed optimism that 
traffic congestion due to random parking along the roads will be minimized to much extent.

He urged the local legislator, the Itanagar Mayor and his team of Corporators to create awareness amongst the citizens to avail the new parking facili-
ties and contribute in easing traffic jams and congestions on the roads.

Khandu further said that similar facilities will be developed across the state capital region and requested the legislator and the mayor to identify areas 
within their respective jurisdictions and submit proposals to the state government.

The Governor said that While Arunachal Pradesh has made signifi-
cant progress, key challenges remain. He emphasized reducing drop-out 
rates and ensuring 100% school completion, improving waste disposal and 
sanitation, ensuring a clean and Green State, strengthening prevention, en-
forcement, and rehabilitation efforts to counter the drug menace, enhancing 
infrastructure and hospitality services in the tourism sector and strengthen-
ing governance mechanisms through transparency and accountability.

The Governor felicitated Dr. Rajnikant, General Secretary, Human 
Welfare Association Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh for his contribution in securing 
GI Registration for 18 indigenous products of Arunachal Pradesh. His efforts 
have been instrumental in preserving and promoting the unique cultural and 
traditional identity of the State.

To commemorate the 39th Statehood Day celebration, the Gover-
nor released a Coffee Table book, titled ‘Reminiscences in the Time (1947-
1987)’.

State Chief Minister Shri Pema Khandu, Union Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs & Minority Affairs Shri Kiren Rijiju and State Deputy Chief 
Minister Shri Chowna Mein also spoke at the Statehood Day celebration.

Adding colours to the festivity, war and folk dances displayed by vari-
ous tribes of Arunachal Pradesh was organized on the occasion. Aka War 
Dance from Bomdila, Miji War Dance from Nafra, Nocte War Dance from 
Khonsa, Moh Mol War Dance of Muklom, Buyu Folk Dance of Nyishi from 
Koloriang, Wancho War Dance from Longding and TapuWar Dance of Adi 
Tribe from Siang District were presented on the occasion. 

Highlights of the celebration were the Indian Army Band Display by 
13 Grenadiers of 5Infantry Brigade and 4/1 GR of 103 Infantry Brigade un-
der the aegis of 3 CorpsDimapur, Mega Cultural display by the Apatani, 
Monpa, Nocte, Nyishi, Adi, Galo,Wancho, Tagin, Puroik, Aka, Miji, Bengali, 
Assamese and Gorkha (Nepali) dancetroupes and pulse setting rendition of 
‘Hamara Arunachal’ Song. 
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ITANAGAR, February 17:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.) met the women 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) of Lohit Dis-
trict at Tezu on 16th February 2025. 
The Governor, who is on a two-day 
District tour, commended the SHGs 
for their proactive role in transforming 
the socio-economic scenario of rural 
and urban Arunachal.

The Governor said that wom-
en of the State are now in the fore-
front in education, games and sports, 
entrepreneurship and in taking initia-
tive in every field. He urged them to 
form more Self-Help Groups (SHGs), 
emphasizing the power of team-
work in achieving greater impact, 
increased opportunities, and sustain-
able growth.

A strong advocate for cleanli-
ness and hygiene, the Governor en-
couraged women to take an active 
role in maintaining a pristine environ-
ment by volunteering as hygiene and 
sanitation inspectors in their villages. 
He also called upon them to ensure 
that every child in their community 
completes their schooling.

To further support financial 
empowerment and self-sustainable 
entrepreneurship among rural wom-
en, the Governor announced to pro-
vide 15 sewing machines for SHGs. 
He encouraged skilled individuals to 
train at least three other women in 
tailoring, enabling more women to 
achieve economic independence.

Recognizing the potential of 
women-led businesses, the Gover-
nor urged SHGs to explore entre-

preneurial ventures such as salons 
and beauty parlors, which can create 
employment opportunities for many. 
He assured his support in facilitating 
training programs in nearby towns for 
the convenience of interested wom-
en.

The Governor also commend-
ed the Arunachal State Rural Liveli-
hood Mission (ArSRLM) for its proac-
tive role in empowering women and 
promoting self-reliance.

Takar Hakom, Block Mis-
sion Manager of ArSRLM Tezu Unit 
briefed the Governor about the Ar-
SRLM activities in the district. He in-
formed that there are 206 Self Help 
Groups in the district.

Lohit Deputy Commissioner 
Kesang Ngurup Damo was present 
during the interaction.

Governor interacts 
with Self Help Groups

PRAYAG, February 18: 
Maya Murtem, General Secretary of 
the Indigenous Faith and Cultural So-
ciety of Arunachal Pradesh (IFCSAP), 
participated in an international semi-
nar on "Shared Sustainable Prosper-
ity through Traditional Knowledge" at 
the Kiva KumbhMela 2025 in Prayag 
on February 16.

The seminar featured cultural 
discussions and vibrant exchanges of 
wisdom, showcasing the richness of 
indigenous traditions from around the 
world. The event drew approximately 
110 foreign delegates from the Kiva 
tradition worldwide, 2 Sadhvis from 
Parmartha Niketan, and 35 members 
from the International Centre for Cul-
tural Studies.

Organized by the International 
Centre for Cultural Studies and Par-

IFCSAP participates 
in an international seminar

NAMSAI, February 18: 
Coinciding with its countrywide 
launch, the National Geospatial 
Knowledge-based Land Survey of 
Urban Habitations (NAKSHA), a one-
year pilot programme of Department 
of Land Resources, Ministry of Rural 
Development, GOI under Digital India 
Land Records Modernization Pro-
gramme, was launched in Namsai.

The programme was inaugu-
rated by Union Minister of Rural De-
velopment and Agriculture & Farmers’ 

Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan in 
152 cities across 26 States and 3 Un-
ion Territories, with Namsai being the 
lone district selected from Arunachal 
Pradesh, at Raisen, Madhya Pradesh 
on Tuesday, February 18.

The NAKSHA programme 
aims to create a comprehensive and 
accurate geospatial database for ur-
ban land records. This initiative will 
empower citizens, improve ease of 
living, enhance urban planning, and 
reduce land-related disputes.

NAKSHA launched
In collaboration with the Sur-

vey of India, the programme will uti-
lize drone-based aerial surveys, field 
surveys and ground truthing to map 
Namsai township. The programme is 
expected to facilitate improved urban 
planning, disaster management plan-
ning, change in detection in built-up 
areas, land acquisition ease for de-
velopment and redevelopment, and 
modernisation of land records for 
ease of doing business.

During the launch event, 
the chief guest Nang Urmila Man-
cheykhun, ZPC Namsai emphasised 
the importance of the stakeholders’ 
cooperation for the successful im-
plementation of NAKSHA in Namsai 
Township.

A NAKSHA booklet, flyers and 
video of NAKSHA initiative were re-
leased in the launch event along with 
a drone demonstration by the Survey 
of India team.

The event was attended by 
Deputy Commissioner CR Khampa, 
Director, Survey of India (Shillong), 
RK Srivastava, SP Namsai, ADC-
cum-Estate Officer, various heads 
of departments, and representatives 
from Namsai township colonies.

BOMDILA, February 15: 
A devastating fire broke out at Tenga 
Market in Arunachal Pradesh’s West 
Kameng district in the early hours 
of Saturday, February 15 reducing 
around 47 shops and about a dozen 
houses to ashes.

The inferno, which started 
around 3 am, caused widespread 
destruction, leaving numerous fami-
lies displaced. Though there were no 
reports of any casualties, some indi-
viduals sustained minor injuries in the 
process of firefighting and were pro-
vided immediate medical assistance.

Assessing the severity of the 
fire, West Kameng Deputy Commis-
sioner Akriti Sagar immediately ar-
ranged additional water tankers from 
the Indian Army to aid in firefighting 
efforts. After relentless efforts, the 
District Fire Brigade, with support 
from the Indian Army, successfully 

brought the fire under control.
Singchung ADC Murnya Kakki 

and District Disaster Management Of-
ficer (DDMO) in-charge Phuntso Tashi 
also rushed to the site to personally 
oversee the firefighting efforts.

In immediate response, the 
District Administration, along with es-
sential departments, set up a relief 
camp at the Upper Primary School, 
Tenga, to provide shelter, food, and 
medical assistance to those affected.

The district Agriculture Depart-
ment donated vegetables and essen-
tial items to support the victims. The 
DC also visited the affected families 
and assured them of full support and 
assistance from the government.

Thrizino-Buragaon MLA Ten-
zin Nima Glow visited the site and 
extended generous support to the 
victims, assuring them of all possible 
help in their rehabilitation.

Additionally, the members of 
the Tenga Market Association, and 
the Bomdila Taxi Association also 
came forward extending their helping 
hands to the fire victims, officials said.

The Indian Army played a cru-
cial role in controlling the fire. Troops 
reached the scene swiftly, assisting 
in firefighting operations and provid-
ing urgent relief, medical aid, and hu-
manitarian assistance to the affected 
families.

“Their swift response and co-
ordinated efforts not only contained 
the fire but also provided immedi-
ate humanitarian support to the dis-
tressed residents,” a Defence official 
said.

Authorities have launched an 
investigation to determine the cause 
of the fire, while relief operations con-
tinue to ensure that those impacted 
receive the necessary support.

Massive fire broke out at Tenga Market
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

File No. APLA-17011/85/2024 Dated Itanagar the 17th February, 2025

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

 Sealed Tenders are invited from interested Firms/Individual for the following works:

SI No. Name of work Tender value
1. Procurement of Mementos. Rs 1,03,30,900/-

(i) The Tender documents containing schedule of quantities and list of approved rates will be issued to eligible 
Firm/Individual provided they produce definite proof of registration/enlistment from the appropriate author-
ity.

(ii) Sealed quotations will be received by the undersigned on all working days from 19/02/2025 to 27/02/2025 
Upto 1100 hours. The Tender cover should be prescribed as “procurement of Mementos.” The quotation will 
be opened on the same day its on 27/02/2025 in presence of Tenderers.

(iii) The rate quoted shall be included all taxes, delivery charges etc.
(iv) The Tender should be addressed to the undersigned by designation only.
(v) The undersigned reserves the right to reject one or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof 

and also reserves the right to alter or add other terms and conditions.
(vi) In case of any dispute, the jurisdiction will be restricted to the court of Deputy Commissioner, Capital Complex, 

Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh. The undersigned may reserves the right to accept or to reject the quotations 
without assigning any reasons.

 Sd/-T Meena
Secretary,

Legislative AssemblyDIPR/ARN-002873/2024

ARUNACHAL PRADESH INFORMATION COMMISSION (APIC)
ITANAGAR

Memo NO.02/PR/SIC/DG/2024/ Dated Itanagar the 17th Feb.’ 2025.

PRESS RELEASE

 The hearing of Appeal cases fixed on 27th February’ 2025 (Thursday) before the Hon’ble Court of Shri Dani 
Gamboo, State Information Commissioner (APIC) Itanagar, have been postponed due to unavoidable situation. 
And, thus, these cases are re-scheduled on Thursday 13th March’ 2025, at 02:00 PM.

Following eases are:-
S l . 
No

Case/Appeal No. Name of Appellant Name of Respondent (PIO) 

01 APIC-NO.399/2024 
(Appeal)

Shri Shankar Kino Lobi, 
PO/PS Itanagar, Papump-
are District A.P 
(M) 8794575216 / 
6909233449 
Pin: 791111

1. PIO, 
o/o the Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Roing 
Forest Division, Lower Dibang Vallev District 
A.P 
Pin Code: 792110  

2.FAA, 
Chief Conservator of Forest (CCF) Lohit GoAP 
Lohit District A.P 
Pin Code: 792001

02 APIC - NO.429/2024 
(Appeal)

Shri Pisa Tapam Dokum 
Colony Naharlagun PO/PS 
Naharlagun, Papumpare 
District A.P 
(M) 8413931088 
Pin: 791110

PIO, 
o/o the Executive Engineer (EE) Koloriang 
Hydropower Division (HPD), Kurung Kumey 
District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118

03 APIC- NO.430/2024 
(Appeal)

Shri Pisa Tapam 
G-Extension Naharlagun,   
PO/PS Naharlagun, Pap-
umpare District A.P 
(M) 8413931088 
Pin: 791110

1.PIO, 
o/o the Block Development Officer (BDO) CD 
Block Sangram, Kurung Kumey District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118 

2.FAA, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kurung Kumey, 
Kurung Kumey District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118

04. APIC- NO.432/2024 
(Appeal)

Shri Pisa Tapam 
G-Extehsion Naharlagun, 
PO/PS Naharlagun, Pap-
umpare District A.P 
(M) 8413931088 
Pin: 791110

1.PIO, 
o/o the Block Development Officer (BDO) CD 
Block Nyapin, Kurung Kumey District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118 

2.FAA, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kurung Kumey, 
Kurung Kumey District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118

05. APIC- NO.433/2024 
(Appeal)

Shri Pisa Tapam Dokum 
Colony Naharlagun, PO/PS 
Naharlagun, Papumpare 
District A.P 
(M) 8413931088 
Pin: 791110

1.PIO, 
o/o the Deputy Director of School Educa-
tion (DDSE) Kurung Kumey, Kurung Kumey 
District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118 

2. FAA, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kurung Kumey, 
Kurung Kumey District A.P 
Pin Code: 791118

Sd/- (Radhe Uyang) 
PS to Hon’ble SIC

APIC ItanagarDIPR/ARN-2882/2024

Unilateral changes to status quo 
a concern in Indo-Pacific: EAM

NEW DELHI, FEB 17:
Underlining that the Indo-
Pacific has been witness-
ing “deeper tensions and 
sharper contestations”, 
External Affairs minister 
S Jaishankar, referring to 
China’s aggressive be-
haviour in the region, said 
Sunday that “stronger as-
sertions of interests” is one 
issue while concerns about 
“unilateral changes to the 
status quo” is another.

Jaishankar ’s re-
marks came at the 8th 
Indian Ocean Conference 
in Muscat on ‘Voyage to 
New Horizons of Maritime 
Partnership’.

Pointing out that 
Indian Ocean nations are 
facing resource constraints 
and economic headwinds, 
Jaishankar said a common 
issue among nations is 
rebuilding connectivity in 
the region, after decades 
of colonial–era disruption.

Another widespread 
concern is the challenge 
faced by Indian Ocean 
states to monitor their EEZ 
and secure their fishing 
interests, he said, adding 
that “nor can they be im-
pervious to illegal traffick-

ing of various kinds and 
the specter of terrorism”.

India, he said, was 
contributing to the endeav-
ors of addressing these 
chal lenges by rapidly 
strengthening its capa-
bilities and forging partner-
ships with Indian Ocean 
neighbours, near and far. 
“But also, by shoulder-
ing responsibilities, step-
ping up in times of trouble, 
and providing leadership 
where required,” he said.

“At the two ends of 
the ocean, this churn is at 
its sharpest today. In the 

Middle East/West Asia, 
there is a serious conflict 
underway with the poten-
tial for further escalation 
and complication. At the 
same time, longstanding 
issues are being revisited, 
sometimes with a radi-
cally different approach. 
Its maritime consequence 
is visible in a serious dis-
ruption of global shipping, 
with considerable cost 
to our economies…” he 
said.

“At the other end, 
the Indo-Pacific has been 
witnessing deeper ten-

sions and sharper con-
testations. The scenario 
is intrinsically maritime in 
nature, involving respect 
for and observance of in-
ternational law. There are 
other concerns… Stronger 
assertions of interests is 
one issue; concern about 
unilateral changes to sta-
tus quo another. From 
India’s own experience, 
we can say that adhering 
to agreements and un-
derstandings is a central 
element to ensuring sta-
bility and predictability,” 
he said.

Goan who raped and killed Irish backpacker 
in 2017 sentenced to life in prison

NEW DELHI, FEB 17:
A sessions court in Goa on 
Monday sentenced Vikat 
Bhagat to life imprisonment 
for the rape and murder of 
a British-Irish backpacker 
who was found dead near a 
beach in Goa in 2017.

The  sen tenc ing 
came three days after the 
court convicted Bhagat 
under Indian Penal Code 
sections 302 (murder), 376 
(rape) and 201 (causing 
disappearance of evidence 
of offence, or giving false 
information to screen of-
fender).

The victim, a 28-
year-old dual British-Irish 
citizen, had come to Goa 
on holiday with a friend in 
February 2017. A former 
student of Liverpool John 
Moores University, she was 
from Buncrana in County 
Donegal in Ireland and 
had travelled to India on a 
British passport. Her body 

was found lying in a pool of 
blood without clothes and 
with injuries on her head 
and face in a field near 
Palolem beach in South 
Goa’s Canacona on March 
14, 2017.

The night before, 
she had attended a Holi 
party near the beach. The 
post-mortem had revealed 
that she died due to brain 
haemorrhage and constric-
tion of the neck.

Goa Pol ice then 
arrested Bhagat, a local 
whom the victim had be-
friended during an earlier 
trip to Goa. Bhagat had pre-
viously faced theft, assault 
and robbery cases.

In an order, Addition-
al Sessions Judge Kshama 
Joshi said, “The accused is 
ordered to undergo rigorous 
imprisonment for life and to 
pay fine of Rs 25,000 each 
for the offences punishable 
under section 302 and 376 

IPC and imprisonment for 
a period of 3 years for the 
offence punishable under 
section 201 IPC and a fine 
of Rs 10,000 in default to 
undergo imprisonment for 
one year. The sentence of 
imprisonment for life shall 
run concurrently.”

Vikram Varma, the 
advocate representing the 
victim’s family, said, “To my 
understanding, the family 
(of the victim) is relieved 
that there is a closure…
that justice has been done. 
It was a long trial.”

As the sentence 
was pronounced in court, 
the victim’s family hugged 
each other.

The victim’s mother 
told The Indian Express, “I 
am relieved. I am glad it’s 
over.” On Friday, when the 
accused was held guilty, 
she had said “justice has 
been done” and that the 
family can now “finally 

grieve”.
“We are very emo-

tional after the verdict, 
but so glad her voice was 
heard. It will never bring 
her back but we are glad 
he was found guilty. We 
are so thankful to the pub-
lic prosecutors, lawyers, 
investigating officers for all 
they have done fighting for 
her,” she said after Friday’s 
verdict.

Last week, the fam-
ily visited the site where the 
woman was killed to “find 
some closure”.

According to the 
police probe, the accused, 
taking advantage of his 
friendship with the victim, 
took her to an open isolated 
field and sexually assaulted 
her between 10 pm and 7 
am on the intervening night 
of March 13 and March 14 
before hitting her with a 
glass bottle and strangling 
her.

DMK, its allies to stage protest against 
Centre over NEP, ‘betrayal’ of Tamil Nadu

NEW DELHI, FEB 17:
Leaders of the DMK and its 
allies, including the Con-
gress and Left parties, would 
stage a ‘massive protest’ 
here on February 18 to con-
demn Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led Centre for its 
“betrayal” of Tamil Nadu by 
“denying funds” and insist-
ing on the NEP, the ruling 
Dravidian party said here on 
Monday.

Against the back-
ground of Tamil Nadu’s rul-
ing DMK, main opposition 
AIADMK and other parties, 
barring the BJP, opposing 
the Centre for its insistence 

of the NEP and the three lan-
guage norm, the Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin-led party ac-
cused the Centre of making 
all efforts to impinge on the 
rights of the state and said 
the scheduled demonstration 
is only an initial step.

“Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han is intimidating saying the 
Centre will not release funds 
to Tamil Nadu’s education 
department till such time the 
NEP is accepted. Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
is partial in allocating funds 
for Tamil Nadu and she is 
continuously ignoring proj-

ects for the state,” the DMK 
headquartes said in a press 
release.

The DMK hit out at 
the Union government for 
“transgressions” using the 
office of Governor and for 
attempting to “damage” the 
state’s education infrastruc-
ture through the UGC. Fur-
ther, it alleged continuous 
measures aimed at “Dravid-
ian-Tamil” hate and steps to 
impose Hindi under the guise 
of three language policy. 
Thus, the Modi regime which 
is “betraying” Tamil Nadu has 
been creating a situation to 
oppose them firmly.

Kashmiri Pandits’ return a humanitarian issue, 
no need for separate land, says Mirwaiz: ‘We 

want them to live together with us’

NEW DELHI, FEB 17:
Kashmir ’s chief priest, 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, 
called the return of Kash-
miri Pandits to the Valley a 
humanitarian issue while 
also rejecting the idea of 
a separate homeland or 
exclusive settlement for 
the community.

“As far as the mi-
norities of J&K are con-
cerned, their safety and 
welfare is our responsibil-
ity because we (Kashmiri 
Muslims) are a majority 
community,” the Mirwaiz 
said at a book launch 
event in Srinagar on Sun-
day.

“Some people say 
they (Kashmiri Pandits) 
need separate land in 
south Kashmir. This is un-

acceptable, not only to the 
majority community, but I 
think also to our Kashmiri 
Pandits. We don’t want 
Kashmiri Pandits to live 
under lock and key. We 
want them to live together 
with us with dignity and 
we will work towards that,” 
he said.

He was speaking at 
the release of a book titled, 
Interfaith Dialogue: Foun-
dation of Peace Building, 
authored by Aga Muntazir 
Mehdi and Khairunisa 
Aga. The book documents 
the efforts made by the 
Anjuman Sharie Shian, a 
constituent of the Mirwaiz-
led Hurriyat Conference, 
towards an initiative that 
it began in 2016 to bring 
people from the Kashmiri 

Muslim and Kashmiri Pan-
dit communities together 
on one platform along with 
other Hindus and mem-
bers of the Buddhist and 
Christian communities.

At the event, the 
Mirwaiz said efforts to 
bring Pandits back to 
Kashmir needed to be 
pursued with seriousness. 
For this, there has to first 
be dialogue within the 
communities, he said.

“ In the major i ty 
community, we too have to 
start an intra-community 
dialogue on how this issue 
is to be resolved. All of us 
have to get together,” the 
Mirwaiz said. “Then the 
Kashmiri Pandit broth-
ers too have to start an 
intra-community dialogue 

because you too have dif-
ferent groups.”

Calling the need to 
“understand each other’s 
pain and suffering” es-
sential to find a solution, 
the Mirwaiz said what 
happened to the Kashmiri 
Pandits in 1990 was unfor-
tunate. At the same time, 
he also said it is essential 
that the minority communi-
ties in J&K raise their voice 
against injustices faced by 
the majority community.

“If the Jamia Masjid 
of Jammu and Kashmir is 
shut and prayers are not 
allowed there, the Pandit, 
Sikh and Christian broth-
ers will have to say that it is 
injustice and that it should 
be stopped. It is essential,” 
he said.

He said J&K is fac-
ing an existential threat – 
“Our state was taken and 
turned into a UT. Our land, 
properties and everything 
is in danger” – and the 
minority communities must 
rase their voices against 
this.

The Mirwaiz said 
the return of Pandits was 
not a political issue. “For 
me, it is a humantian is-
sue. There is no vote bank 
politics for us. We want to 
stand with truth and jus-
tice,” he said.

ITANAGAR, February 18:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, UYSM, 
YSM (Retd.) reviewed the security 
scenario of the Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding District with the security 
agencies at Khonsa, Tirap District on  
Monday, February 17. He said that for 
the development and progress of the 
people and the State, a secure envi-
ronment is paramount. 

Highlighting the strategic impor-
tance of border security, he stated that 
every possible measure must be taken 

to safeguard the nation's interests and 
ensure the well-being of those residing 
in border areas. He asserted that no 
external interference will be tolerated.

The Governor reaffirmed the 
commitment to protecting citizens 
from outside influence and intimida-
tion, warning anti-national elements of 
severe consequences. He also urged 
security forces to strengthen ties with 
villagers in remote border areas and 
extend support for their essential 
needs through Sadbhavana projects, 
fostering trust and cooperation.

Director General of Police Shri 
Anand Mohan, Inspector General of 
Police, TCL, Shri P.N. Khrimey, Com-
mander 25 Sector, Assam Rifles, Brig. 
Sarabjeet Singh, Tirap Deputy Com-
missioner Shri Techu Aran, Superin-
tendents of Police of Tirap, Changlang 
and Longding, representatives from 
Border Roads Organization, Central 
Reserve Police Forces and Assam Ri-
fles participated in the meeting. 

Tirap SP Shri Singjatla Singpho 
presented a PowerPoint presentation 
on security in the TCL region.

Governor reviews TCL 
security scenario

martha Niketan, the seminar provided 
a platform for Maya Murtem to speak 
about the rich cultural heritage of the 
state with a special focus highlight-
ing the sustainable practices em-
ployed by the indigenous people of 
Arunachal Pradesh for centpriest.

Maya also elaborated on the 

pivotal role of the Indigenous Faith 
and Cultural Society of Arunachal 
Pradesh (IFCSAP) in preserving and 
promoting the indigenous faith and 
belief systems of Arunachal Pradesh.

Prakash Kumar, member of 
National Commission for Schedule 
Tribe also participated in the seminar.
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TEZU, February 16:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.), visited the Zon-
al General Hospital, Tezu, Lohit Dis-
trict on Sunday, February 16. During 
his visit, he visited different wards 
of the Hospital and interacted with 
medical officers and nursing staffs. 

Continuing his ongoing com-
mitment to eradicate tuberculosis 
in the State, and in his role as a 
Nikshay Mitra, the Governor adopt-
ed two TB patients from Lohit Dis-
trict. He presented food baskets to 
the adopted patients. As a Nikshay 
Mitra, the Governor will be providing 
the TB patients with nutritional, diag-

nostic, and vocational support for six 
months. 

The Governor appealed to 
the people to adopt TB patients and 
join hands to eradicate Tuberculosis 
from Arunachal Pradesh. He remind-
ed them of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s goal to eliminate tuberculosis 
from India by 2025, ahead of the 
global TB-related Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) target of 
2030. 

The Governor encouraged 
health officials to promote healthy 
lifestyles, raise health awareness, 
and leverage technology for better 
analysis and planning. He also praised 
the dedication of doctors, nurses, and 

paramedics in driving social reforms 
within the health centers, embodying 
the ethos of “care and share.”

District Tuberculosis Officer 
Dr. Uttam Kumar Nath briefed the 
Governor on TB and health issues in 
the district.

Local MLA, Dr. Mahesh Chai, 
Director General of Police, Shri 
Anand Mohan, Superintendent of 
Police, Lohit Deputy Commissioner, 
Shri Kesang Norbu Damo, Shri Thu-
tan Jamba, District Reproductive and 
Child Health Officer, Dr. Linya Lollen, 
District Hospital Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. T. Kena and officials of Health 
Department were present during the 
visit. 

Governor adopts two 
TB patients of Lohit District

DAPORIJO, February 13: 
Upper Subansiri Deputy Commis-
sioner Tasso Gambo convened a 
meeting with BRO officials here on 
Thursday, February 13 in the pres-
ence of Tagin Cultural Society (TCS) 
president Larji Rigia, ZPMs and oth-
ers, to review the status of the Taliha-
Siyum BRO road.

During the meeting, the TCS 
president said that “the public of 
Upper Subansiri, especially Taliha 
to Taksing, are not happy with the 

BRO’s work culture, its snail’s pace of 
work, and its compromising the qual-
ity of work”.

Rigia said that the BRO took 
up the project decades back to con-
struct the road “from 0 Point to Taliha 
road, measuring hardly 40 kms, and 
still couldn’t achieve the target even 
after passing of many deadlines,”.

He assured the BRO that if 
it faces any difficulty or disturbance, 
the public and the administration are 
always ready to solve the issues to 

ensure smooth progress of the road 
work.

77 RCC OC Akash Rout gave 
assurance that “the remaining hard 
cutting 29-39 kms shall be completed 
in mid of December” and said that 
quality of work would be the top pri-
ority.

The DC fixed the next review 
meeting with the BRO at the end of 
March, and directed the BRO officials 
to “bring positive result in the next 
meeting”.

DC reviews status of Taliha-Siyum BRO road

TAWANG, February 14: 
The people of Tawang on Friday, Feb-
ruary 14 paid tribute to the legendary 
Major Ralengnao ‘Bob’Khating by 
celebrating Major Bob Khating Day 
with great enthusiasm and patriot-
ism.

The event was marked by 
a wreath-laying ceremony at the 
statue of Major Bob Khating near 
the Bob Khating Memorial Museum 
of Valour. The ceremony was led by 
Tawang Brigade Commander, Briga-
dier Bhupal Singh, in the presence of 
officers from the district administra-
tion, senior officers of the Tawang 

brigade, panchayat members, ex-
servicemen, GBs, NCC cadets, and 
the general public.

Despite heavy snowfall dis-
rupting vehicular movement, a large 
number of people, including resi-
dents from remote villages, attended 
the event.

Addressing the gathering, 
Brigadier Singh highlighted the his-
toric significance of the day, recall-
ing that on 14 February, 1951, Ma-
jor Khating hoisted the national flag 
in Tawang, reinforcing the Shimla 
Pact of 1914 and integrating the re-
gion with the rest of the country. He 

lauded Major Khating’s courage, na-
tionalism, foresight, and diplomatic 
acumen, which played a pivotal role 
in uniting Tawang with India.

Brigadier Singh expressed 
gratitude to Major Khating for his ser-
vice and emphasised the importance 
of remembering his contributions. He 
urged the public to visit the Major Bob 
Khating Memorial Museum of Valour, 
which is dedicated to his life and 
achievements.

The event also featured pa-
triotic songs performed by students, 
who were felicitated by the command-
er for their inspiring performances. 

Tawang celebrates Major Bob Khating Day
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Border Gavaskar Trophy | ‘The panic 
in Australian ranks is palpable’: Sunil 

Gavaskar ahead of Adelaide Test
NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
Border Gavaskar Tro-
phy: With India going into 
the Adelaide Pink Ball 
Test match in the Border 
Gavaskar trophy with a 1-0 
lead in the five-Test series 
and with reports of a rift 
in the Australian dressing 
room, Indian legend and 
former Indian opener Sunil 
Gavaskar understands that 
there is a panic in the Aus-
tralian ranks and has called 
pacer Josh Hazelwood’s 
injury as a mystery ahead 
of the second Test starting 
December 6.

“The panic in the 
Australian ranks is pal-
pable, what with former 
players calling for heads to 
be chopped off and some 
even hinting at cracks in 
the Australian team after 
Josh Hazlewood’s media 
interview at the end of the 
third day’s play, where he 
suggested that it was up to 
the batters to now do some-
thing. Now, a few days lat-
er, Hazlewood is out of the 
second Test and possibly 
the series too with a sup-
posed side strain. Strange, 
since nobody had noticed 
anything wrong with Hazle-
wood at that media confer-
ence. Mystery, mystery — 
the like of which used to be 

common in Indian cricket 
in the past. Now it’s the 
Aussies, and like old Mc-
Donald, I’m simply loving 
it,” Gavaskar wrote in his 
column for Sportstar.

With the open-
ing Test at Perth seeing 
India registering one of 
its highest wins by runs 
over Australia in Austra-
lia with the 295-run win, 
Gavaskar remembered 
how the Australian media 
had written things about 
Indian batsmen struggling 
on the Perth pitch ahead of 
the opening Test. Calling 
them scaremongers, the 
Indian legend took a dig 
at them. “What a splendid 

win, one of the best I have 
been privileged to be pres-
ent at. All the boasts about 
how the pitch is going to 
be pacy and bouncy and 
scare the living daylights 
out of the Indian batters 
were exactly that — the 
boasts of a bully. Mind you, 
it wasn’t the Aussie players 
but their support staff in 
the media, both electronic 
and print, who were try-
ing to be scaremongers,” 
Gavaskar wrote.

Gavaskar further 
made a reference to the 
Perth Test in India’s tour 
in 2007-08. With the Mon-
keygate scandal between 
Harbhajan Singh and An-

drew Symonds happen-
ing in the Sydney Test, 
Gavaskar was reminded 
how Australian media 
was going nuts over the 
inclusion of pacer Shaun 
Tait for the Perth test. “It 
was very similar to 2007/8 
after the kerfuffle be-
tween Harbhajan Singh 
and Andrew Symonds in 
the Sydney Test match. 
The Australian selectors 
had added Shaun Tait to 
the Aussie squad for the 
next Test match in Perth, 
and the media were going 
nuts, suggesting he was 
going to blow the Indians 
away on the fast, bouncy 
WACA pitch in Perth. 

What happened? ‘The 
Wall’ was so solid, but be-
fore that, the swashbuck-
ling Virender Sehwag had 
just swatted Brett Lee, 
Tait, and the others as if 
he was swatting the fa-
mous Perth flies. At the 
end of the Test match, 
guess what happened? 
Tait took an indefinite 
break from international 
cricket,” Gavaskar wrote.

He also showered 
praise on Indian skipper 
for Perth Test Jasprit Bum-
rah. Apart from youngster 
Yashasvi Jaisal. “Jasprit 
Bumrah led from the front 
with a bowling effort that 
would have tested the 
greatest of batters across 
eras. He was constantly at 
them, and there was hard-
ly a delivery that the bat-
ters could relax against, 
as he asked uncomfort-
able questions regularly. 
While Bumrah definitely 
had help from the pitch, 
the way the batters bat-
ted on an unfamiliar sur-
face was most hearten-
ing. That young Yashasvi 
Jaiswal showed he is a 
quick learner was evident 
by the straightness of his 
bat at the start of the sec-
ond innings,” Gavaskar 
wrote.

Travis Head on Jasprit Bumrah: 
‘It’s gonna be nice to tell my 
grandkids that I faced him’

NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
India vs Australia: Jasprit 
Bumrah’s spell at Perth on 
the Day-1 evening is re-
mainder yet again why he is 
rated amongst the greatest 
fast bowlers of all time. The 
30-year-old’s in-swingers 
and out-swingers were so 
deceptive and accurate 
that the batters had no clue 
what was happening. How-
ever, all these wickets came 
when the conditions were 
helpful.

“Jasprit will go down 
as probably one of the 
greatest fast bowlers to play 
the game. I think we’re find-
ing that at the moment — 
how challenging he can be, 
and it’s nice to play against 
that,” Head told reporters on 
Monday. “It’s gonna be nice 
to go back and look at your 

career and go tell the grand-
kids that you faced him. So 
not a bad series of playing 
with him. Hopefully, I’ll face 
a few more times, but he is 
as being challenging,” he 
added.

The ball of the game 
from him arguably came 
when he picked up Travis 
Head in the second innings 
when Head was looking flu-
ent and was forced to make 
an error because of the pre-
cision in length which cre-
ated doubt in Head if to go 
forward or stay on backfoot 
and he eventually ended up 
playing a shot on the back 
foot with his hand thrown at 
the ball which took the out-
side edge to keep Rishabh 
Pant.

Amongst eight wick-
ets of Bumrah in the Test 

match deliveries to pick 
Steven Smith and Marnus 
Labuschange were pearl-
ers. Smith who tends to fall 
over at the crease early on 
his innings was greeted with 
a sharp incoming delivery 
on Day-1 evening and was 
trapped in front of the wicket 
and Labuschange on Day-3 
evening had to face a simi-
lar cherry.

“They are not com-
ing to me for batting tips, 
that’s for sure. Everyone 
goes about it in different 
ways. We’ll have a chat 
over the next three or four 
days,” Head would say on 
facing Bumrah. “(Bumrah) 
is so unique, and that’s with 
any of the bowlers. Every 
(batter) picks up different 
cues and goes about it dif-
ferently.” he added.

‘Until now this is the last City game I will play for Liver-
pool’: Mohamed Salah speaks out on contract situation

LONDON, DEC 2:
Mohamed Salah once 
again spoke out about 
his contract situation af-
ter Liverpool’s 2-0 win 
against Manchester City 
at Anfield on Sunday, 
saying that while he was 
playing the match, in his 
mind, this was the last 
time he was playing the 
defending champions at 
the Reds home ground.

“Honestly it’s in my 
head. Until now this is the 
last City game I will play 
for Liverpool so I was just 
going to enjoy it. The at-
mosphere was incredible 
so I will enjoy every sec-
ond here. Hopefully we 
just win the league and 

will see what will hap-
pen,” Salah said to Sky 
Sports.

This is the sec-
ond time in two weeks 
the Egyptian winger has 
spoken out about his 
contract situation, having 
first done so in the 3-2 
win against Southampton 
in November.

“Well, we are al-
most in December and 
I haven’t received any 
offers yet to stay in the 
club. I’m probably more 
out than in,” the 32-year-
old had said.

He added: “You 
know I have been in the 
club for many years. 
There is no club like this. 

But in the end it is not in 
my hands. As I said be-
fore, it is December and I 
haven’t received anything 
yet about my future.”

As of now Salah 
remains within reach of a 
contract with Liverpool but 
in another few weeks, the 
club legend will be able to 
negotiate contracts with 
other teams for next sea-
son. A pre-season con-
tract signed in January 
will mean that Liverpool 
would then be unable to 
hold onto their star player. 
Salah is reportedly on a 
salary of 350,000 pounds 
a week, a number usually 
reserved for the league’s 
world-class players.

Why are Arsenal ahead of Chelsea on 
Premier League points table despite 

the teams sharing identical stats

LONDON, DEC 2:
In one of the rarest of rare 
visuals in football, Chelsea 
and Arsenal have identical 
statistics in the Premier 
League table after Game-
week 13.

Both teams now 
have played 13 matches, 
won seven, drawn four, 
lost two as well as scored 
26 goals and conceded 12 
in the league.

In their last match-
es, Arsenal smashed West 
Ham 5-2 while Chelsea 
blew away Aston Villa 3-0. 
They are now 21nd and 
3rd in the table with Arse-
nal above Chelsea.

But there’s a ques-
tion on a lot of fans’ mind 
to why the Gunners are 
ahead of the Blues even 
though both teams share 
identical records. Many 

feel, it’s because of the al-
phabetical order but that’s 
not the reason.

The actual reason 
is a Premier League rule 
which states that in order 
to separate two teams who 
have the same points, the 
goal difference will first 
come to play. If the goal dif-
ference is also same, the 
amount of goals scored will 
be looked at. In case that 
also fails to separate the 
two sides, the team which 
has collected the most 
points during their match-
es will be calculated.

Due to Chelsea 
and Arsenal drawing their 
match 1-1, this was also 
not enough to separate 
the sides. Therby a little-
known Premier League 
rule has been implement-
ed here with the team that 

scores the most away 
goals in head to head en-
counters between the two 
side will be favoured.

With Arsenal’s Ga-
briel Martinelli scoring the 
goal vs Chelsea in Stam-
ford Bridge this season 
and Chelsea having not 
yet played at the Emirates 
this season, the Gunners 
are temporarily ahead in 
the points table over their 
London rivals.

No, the reason is 
due to a Premier League 
ruling with regard to sep-
arating teams level on 
points, as the first method 
to split them should be 
goal difference, followed 
by goals scored, followed 
by which team collected 
the most points during 
matches between the two 
sides.

I always keep talking to Jassi bhai (Bumrah): Mohammed Siraj
NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
Mohammed Siraj has 
credited Jasprit Bumrah 
for helping him turn things 
around after an ordinary 
home series against New 
Zealand.

The 30-year-old 
endured a difficult home 
season, managing just two 
wickets in two Tests dur-
ing India’s 0-3 loss to New 
Zealand.

“I always keep talk-
ing to Jassi bhai (Bumrah),” 
Siraj said after the India’s 
six-wicket win over Austra-
lian Prime Minister’s XI.

“Even before the 

first match, I spoke with 
him about what I was go-
ing through. And he just 
told me one thing — don’t 
run (chase) after wickets, 
just keep bowling consis-
tently in one area and en-
joy your bowling. If you still 
don’t get wickets, then you 
come ask me.

“So I enjoyed my 
bowling and I got wickets 
as well,” he added.

Siraj also spoke 
to former India bowling 
coach Bharat Arun to help 
find his centre.

“I spoke with Bharat 
Arun sir, that this is what’s 

happening with me, be-
cause he has known me 
for a while and he has 
seen my bowling from long 
time back. So, he just told 
me to enjoy and not run af-
ter wickets. Just enjoy and 
you’ll get wickets.

“And before travel-
ling, I met (fielding coach) 
Dilip sir in Hyderabad and 
we practised together as 
well. So, it felt good and 
now I’m enjoying.

“Morne (Morkel, 
India’s current bowling 
coach) keeps telling me 
that ‘you are a warrior’. 
‘You’ll get us wickets, but 

you just keep enjoying 
your bowling’.”

Siraj looked in good 
rhythm in the warm-up 
match against the Prime 
Minister’s XI, which was 
his first game with a pink 
ball.

“The (pink) ball has 
a synthetic feeling, it’s dif-
ferent from the red ball. 
The seam is very hard. It’s 
bright, and quite big. The 
more you practice with it, 
the better you get,” Siraj 
said.

“I think with the 
pink-ball, it’s better to bowl 
back of length. Because 

pitching it up, there’s not 
a lot of swing, so the more 
you hit the deck and get it 
to seam, it will be better for 
us,” he noted.

“I have heard that 
the ball swings a lot un-
der the lights but I haven’t 
yet bowled with it under 
lights. So when we go to 
Adelaide and practice, we 
will try that. And the more 
practice we get, we’ll know 
more about what we have 
to do.”

The second Test 
against Australia, a day-
night game, begins in Ad-
elaide on Friday.

‘I did see a lot of character’: Manchester City’s Ruben 
Dias hopeful of turnaround after Liverpool loss

NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
Manchester City defender 
Ruben Dias said the club 
will bounce back from their 
rough patch due to the 
strength in their character.

“I will not talk about 
the little details but focus 
on the bigger picture. That 
is, even though it was a 
difficult moment I did see 
a lot of character and I did 
see the fans behind us 

and that is the only way we 
are going to go through it,” 
Dias said after City’s 2-0 
loss to Liverpool, their 4th 
straight Premier League 
defeat since 2008.

“This is just part of 
our legacy. We have won 
so much and still we are 
where we are and this hap-
pens. We have been able 
to be versatile, adapt and 
keep on moving forward 

and thinking one game at 
a time… That is what we 
need to get back to,” he 
added.

In the Liverpool 
match, strikes from Cody 
Gakpo and Mohamed 
Salah gave the leaders the 
win at Anfield an left de-
fending champions City 11 
points behind Arne Slot’s 
side in fifth place.

The Pep Guardio-

la-led side are winless in 
their last seven matches in 
all competitions, a run that 
includes six defeats and a 
3-3 draw at home against 
Feyenoord in the Champi-
ons League.

They have con-
ceded 19 goals during the 
winless streak, shipping 
four in matches against 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Sporting. Prior to the 

slump they had conceded 
11 in 14 games.

City, who have won 
six of the last seven Pre-
mier League titles, have 
been hit hard by injuries to 
key players such as Rodri, 
Mateo Kovacic and John 
Stones but manager Pep 
Guardiola has been able 
to guide the side through 
injury crises in previous 
seasons.

ICC Champions Trophy: Shoaib Akhtar weighs in on 
hybrid model; disagrees with PCB on key point

ISLAMBAD, DEC 2:
Former Pakistan pacer 
Shoaib Akhtar agreed 
that the Pakistan Cricket 
Board’s reported de-
mand for higher revenue 
from the ICC Champions 

Trophy, in case of the 
‘hybrid model’ being em-
ployed, was justified, but 
took a differing stance 
to his home country’s 
board on the alleged 
matter of the model be-

ing applicable in India as 
well.

Akhtar made the 
comments on a Paki-
stani channel and said, 
“You are getting paid 
for hosting rights and 

revenue, and that’s 
fine-we all understand 
it. Pakistan’s stance is 
also reasonable. They 
should have maintained 
a strong position, why 
not? Once we are able 
to host the Champions 
Trophy in our country 
and they are unwilling to 
come, they should share 
the revenue with us at 
a higher rate. That’s a 
good call.”

But the Rawalpin-
di Express stated that 
rather than Pakistan ask-
ing for a hybrid model to 
be put across in India as 
well, a team should be 
sent for matches in the 
country. His logic was 
that Pakistan should al-
ways be the country that 
extends a hand of friend-
ship towards India and 
have the goal of beat-

ing the Indian team on 
their own soil in a cricket 
match.

“In terms of play-
ing in India in the future, 
we should extend a 
hand of friendship and 
go there. My belief has 
always been, go to India 
and defeat them there. 
India mein khelo aur wahi 
unhe maarke aao (play 
in India and beat them 
on their home ground). 
I understand that the hy-
brid model had already 
been signed earlier,” he 
added.

The last time 
Pakistan hosted an ICC 
event was in the year of 
1996. The Asia Cup, held 
in the country last year, 
was also conducted in 
a hybrid model, with all 
of India’s games taking 
place in Sri Lanka.

MESSAGE

My dear brothers and sisters of Arunachal Pradesh, On this momentous occasion 
of our 39th Statehood Day, I extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to every 
citizen of our beloved State. This clay is a celebration of our shared history, resilience, 
and aspirations. I express my deepest gratitude to the countless individuals, farmers, 
workers, teachers, doctors, nurses, paramedics, scientists. government officials and 
many others, whose dedication and hard work shape Arunachal Pradesh. Their unwav-
ering commitment strengthens our State and fuels its progress_ This day stands as a 
testament to the extraordinary journey of Arunachal Pradesh, from the struggles of our 
forebears to the milestones of modernity. Our progress has been built on the pillars 
of resilience, determination, and unity, shaping our State into a beacon of growth and 
harmony. Today, as we honour our past, we also embrace the aspirations that propel us 
toward a brighter future. Arunachal Pradesh has made remarkable strides in infrastruc-
ture, education, healthcare, and tourism, setting new benchmarks for development. 
Our youth, particularly our athletes, are excelling on both national and international 
stages, bringing immense pride to our State. Our steady improvement in human de-
velopment and happiness indices reflects our collective determination to enhance the 
quality of life for all, 

As custodians of this beautiful land, let us pledge to preserve our environment. 
uphold peace, and strengthen the bonds of brotherhood among all communities. Let 
us empower our youth, champion sustainable development, and work towards a self-
reliant Arunachal Pradesh. 

We are into the ‘Amrit Kaall, a transformative era leading to India’s centenary of 
independence. This is our golden opportunity to propel our State and Nation toward 
unprecedented growth and prosperity. Every citizen’s contribution is vital in realizing 
the vision of a developed India by 2047. As proud citizens of Arunachal Pradesh, let us 
reaffirm our commitment to unity, collaboration, and progress in shaping a prosperous 
and developed India Viksit Bharat’. 

Jai Arunachal! 
Jai Hind! 

      Lt Gen K T Parnaik 
      PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd) 

Lt Gen K T Parnaik 
PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd) 

Governor 
Arunachal Pradesh 

RAJ BHAVAN 
ITANAGAR - 791 111

DIPR/ARN-002900/2024

CHIEF MINISTER 
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Dear sisters and brothers of Arunachal, 
On the auspicious occasion of the 39th Statehood Day, I extend my heartfelt 

greetings to all the people of our beautiful state. As we celebrate this momentous day, 
we reflect on the progress we have made and look towards a future filled with hope 
and opportunity. 

Amrit Kaal is not just a phrase for us, but a vision for the future we wish to build 
for our children and grandchildren. Our youth, the Amrit Peedhi, are the driving force 
behind the progress of Arunachal Pradesh. They are the key stakeholders in building a 
Viksit Arunachal, and we are committed to empowering them in every way possible. 

As we celebrate this year as Year of Youth, we recognize the boundless energy, 
creativity, and innovation displayed by our young people. Our responsibility is to ensure 
that they are provided with the best education, skills, and opportunities to thrive. Every 
child in Arunachal Pradesh deserves access to quality education, and we will work tire-
lessly to make this a reality. 

Our goal is to empower every citizen to be equal or even greater contributors to 
national development. In this spirit, we will implement 33% reservation for women in 
the State Legislature, building on the already significant representation of women in our 
Panchayats, where nearly 50% of members are women. 

Furthermore, we remain committed to ensuring that no eligible beneficiary is left 
behind. We will work towards saturating all eligible beneficiaries under the Central and 
State flagship schemes such as PMAY(G) and Ayushman Bharat, while continuously 
identifying new beneficiaries to ensure they receive the support they need. 

Together, as Team Arunachal, let us strive for a vision of a prosperous, inclusive, 
and self-reliant Arunachal Pradesh. Collectively, we will achieve the shared aspirations 
and goals that will shape a brighter future for all. 

Jai Arunachal! Jai Hind! 

(Pema Khandu) 

MESSAGE

DIPR/ARN-7381/2024

Extended Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva 
Abhiyaan (e PMSMA) 

1. e - PMSMA aims to improved maternal and child health outcomes by 

strengthening the tracking and management system of High-Risk Pregnancy 

2. Cash Incentive for ASHA and High-Risk Pregnancy Beneficiary 
ASHA Rs 100/-per HRP for mobilization of HRPs 

for max of 3 (Three) additional F/U ANC visit to 

PMSMA clinic  Rs 500/- per HRP on achieving 

a healthy outcome for both mother and baby : 

45th day post delivery after due verification by 

ANM and MO  
HRP(Beneficiary Rs 100/-per visit to meet transportation 

costs: for attending max of three additional 

follow up ANC checkups by a doctor/obstetri-

cian 

 Issued in public interest by: - 

Department of Health & Family Welfare, 
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh,

Naharlagun DIPR/ARN-8393/2024
DIPR/ARN -0094-98/2024
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Border Gavaskar Trophy | ‘The panic 
in Australian ranks is palpable’: Sunil 

Gavaskar ahead of Adelaide Test
NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
Border Gavaskar Tro-
phy: With India going into 
the Adelaide Pink Ball 
Test match in the Border 
Gavaskar trophy with a 1-0 
lead in the five-Test series 
and with reports of a rift 
in the Australian dressing 
room, Indian legend and 
former Indian opener Sunil 
Gavaskar understands that 
there is a panic in the Aus-
tralian ranks and has called 
pacer Josh Hazelwood’s 
injury as a mystery ahead 
of the second Test starting 
December 6.

“The panic in the 
Australian ranks is pal-
pable, what with former 
players calling for heads to 
be chopped off and some 
even hinting at cracks in 
the Australian team after 
Josh Hazlewood’s media 
interview at the end of the 
third day’s play, where he 
suggested that it was up to 
the batters to now do some-
thing. Now, a few days lat-
er, Hazlewood is out of the 
second Test and possibly 
the series too with a sup-
posed side strain. Strange, 
since nobody had noticed 
anything wrong with Hazle-
wood at that media confer-
ence. Mystery, mystery — 
the like of which used to be 

common in Indian cricket 
in the past. Now it’s the 
Aussies, and like old Mc-
Donald, I’m simply loving 
it,” Gavaskar wrote in his 
column for Sportstar.

With the open-
ing Test at Perth seeing 
India registering one of 
its highest wins by runs 
over Australia in Austra-
lia with the 295-run win, 
Gavaskar remembered 
how the Australian media 
had written things about 
Indian batsmen struggling 
on the Perth pitch ahead of 
the opening Test. Calling 
them scaremongers, the 
Indian legend took a dig 
at them. “What a splendid 

win, one of the best I have 
been privileged to be pres-
ent at. All the boasts about 
how the pitch is going to 
be pacy and bouncy and 
scare the living daylights 
out of the Indian batters 
were exactly that — the 
boasts of a bully. Mind you, 
it wasn’t the Aussie players 
but their support staff in 
the media, both electronic 
and print, who were try-
ing to be scaremongers,” 
Gavaskar wrote.

Gavaskar further 
made a reference to the 
Perth Test in India’s tour 
in 2007-08. With the Mon-
keygate scandal between 
Harbhajan Singh and An-

drew Symonds happen-
ing in the Sydney Test, 
Gavaskar was reminded 
how Australian media 
was going nuts over the 
inclusion of pacer Shaun 
Tait for the Perth test. “It 
was very similar to 2007/8 
after the kerfuffle be-
tween Harbhajan Singh 
and Andrew Symonds in 
the Sydney Test match. 
The Australian selectors 
had added Shaun Tait to 
the Aussie squad for the 
next Test match in Perth, 
and the media were going 
nuts, suggesting he was 
going to blow the Indians 
away on the fast, bouncy 
WACA pitch in Perth. 

What happened? ‘The 
Wall’ was so solid, but be-
fore that, the swashbuck-
ling Virender Sehwag had 
just swatted Brett Lee, 
Tait, and the others as if 
he was swatting the fa-
mous Perth flies. At the 
end of the Test match, 
guess what happened? 
Tait took an indefinite 
break from international 
cricket,” Gavaskar wrote.

He also showered 
praise on Indian skipper 
for Perth Test Jasprit Bum-
rah. Apart from youngster 
Yashasvi Jaisal. “Jasprit 
Bumrah led from the front 
with a bowling effort that 
would have tested the 
greatest of batters across 
eras. He was constantly at 
them, and there was hard-
ly a delivery that the bat-
ters could relax against, 
as he asked uncomfort-
able questions regularly. 
While Bumrah definitely 
had help from the pitch, 
the way the batters bat-
ted on an unfamiliar sur-
face was most hearten-
ing. That young Yashasvi 
Jaiswal showed he is a 
quick learner was evident 
by the straightness of his 
bat at the start of the sec-
ond innings,” Gavaskar 
wrote.

Travis Head on Jasprit Bumrah: 
‘It’s gonna be nice to tell my 
grandkids that I faced him’

NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
India vs Australia: Jasprit 
Bumrah’s spell at Perth on 
the Day-1 evening is re-
mainder yet again why he is 
rated amongst the greatest 
fast bowlers of all time. The 
30-year-old’s in-swingers 
and out-swingers were so 
deceptive and accurate 
that the batters had no clue 
what was happening. How-
ever, all these wickets came 
when the conditions were 
helpful.

“Jasprit will go down 
as probably one of the 
greatest fast bowlers to play 
the game. I think we’re find-
ing that at the moment — 
how challenging he can be, 
and it’s nice to play against 
that,” Head told reporters on 
Monday. “It’s gonna be nice 
to go back and look at your 

career and go tell the grand-
kids that you faced him. So 
not a bad series of playing 
with him. Hopefully, I’ll face 
a few more times, but he is 
as being challenging,” he 
added.

The ball of the game 
from him arguably came 
when he picked up Travis 
Head in the second innings 
when Head was looking flu-
ent and was forced to make 
an error because of the pre-
cision in length which cre-
ated doubt in Head if to go 
forward or stay on backfoot 
and he eventually ended up 
playing a shot on the back 
foot with his hand thrown at 
the ball which took the out-
side edge to keep Rishabh 
Pant.

Amongst eight wick-
ets of Bumrah in the Test 

match deliveries to pick 
Steven Smith and Marnus 
Labuschange were pearl-
ers. Smith who tends to fall 
over at the crease early on 
his innings was greeted with 
a sharp incoming delivery 
on Day-1 evening and was 
trapped in front of the wicket 
and Labuschange on Day-3 
evening had to face a simi-
lar cherry.

“They are not com-
ing to me for batting tips, 
that’s for sure. Everyone 
goes about it in different 
ways. We’ll have a chat 
over the next three or four 
days,” Head would say on 
facing Bumrah. “(Bumrah) 
is so unique, and that’s with 
any of the bowlers. Every 
(batter) picks up different 
cues and goes about it dif-
ferently.” he added.

‘Until now this is the last City game I will play for Liver-
pool’: Mohamed Salah speaks out on contract situation

LONDON, DEC 2:
Mohamed Salah once 
again spoke out about 
his contract situation af-
ter Liverpool’s 2-0 win 
against Manchester City 
at Anfield on Sunday, 
saying that while he was 
playing the match, in his 
mind, this was the last 
time he was playing the 
defending champions at 
the Reds home ground.

“Honestly it’s in my 
head. Until now this is the 
last City game I will play 
for Liverpool so I was just 
going to enjoy it. The at-
mosphere was incredible 
so I will enjoy every sec-
ond here. Hopefully we 
just win the league and 

will see what will hap-
pen,” Salah said to Sky 
Sports.

This is the sec-
ond time in two weeks 
the Egyptian winger has 
spoken out about his 
contract situation, having 
first done so in the 3-2 
win against Southampton 
in November.

“Well, we are al-
most in December and 
I haven’t received any 
offers yet to stay in the 
club. I’m probably more 
out than in,” the 32-year-
old had said.

He added: “You 
know I have been in the 
club for many years. 
There is no club like this. 

But in the end it is not in 
my hands. As I said be-
fore, it is December and I 
haven’t received anything 
yet about my future.”

As of now Salah 
remains within reach of a 
contract with Liverpool but 
in another few weeks, the 
club legend will be able to 
negotiate contracts with 
other teams for next sea-
son. A pre-season con-
tract signed in January 
will mean that Liverpool 
would then be unable to 
hold onto their star player. 
Salah is reportedly on a 
salary of 350,000 pounds 
a week, a number usually 
reserved for the league’s 
world-class players.

Why are Arsenal ahead of Chelsea on 
Premier League points table despite 

the teams sharing identical stats

LONDON, DEC 2:
In one of the rarest of rare 
visuals in football, Chelsea 
and Arsenal have identical 
statistics in the Premier 
League table after Game-
week 13.

Both teams now 
have played 13 matches, 
won seven, drawn four, 
lost two as well as scored 
26 goals and conceded 12 
in the league.

In their last match-
es, Arsenal smashed West 
Ham 5-2 while Chelsea 
blew away Aston Villa 3-0. 
They are now 21nd and 
3rd in the table with Arse-
nal above Chelsea.

But there’s a ques-
tion on a lot of fans’ mind 
to why the Gunners are 
ahead of the Blues even 
though both teams share 
identical records. Many 

feel, it’s because of the al-
phabetical order but that’s 
not the reason.

The actual reason 
is a Premier League rule 
which states that in order 
to separate two teams who 
have the same points, the 
goal difference will first 
come to play. If the goal dif-
ference is also same, the 
amount of goals scored will 
be looked at. In case that 
also fails to separate the 
two sides, the team which 
has collected the most 
points during their match-
es will be calculated.

Due to Chelsea 
and Arsenal drawing their 
match 1-1, this was also 
not enough to separate 
the sides. Therby a little-
known Premier League 
rule has been implement-
ed here with the team that 

scores the most away 
goals in head to head en-
counters between the two 
side will be favoured.

With Arsenal’s Ga-
briel Martinelli scoring the 
goal vs Chelsea in Stam-
ford Bridge this season 
and Chelsea having not 
yet played at the Emirates 
this season, the Gunners 
are temporarily ahead in 
the points table over their 
London rivals.

No, the reason is 
due to a Premier League 
ruling with regard to sep-
arating teams level on 
points, as the first method 
to split them should be 
goal difference, followed 
by goals scored, followed 
by which team collected 
the most points during 
matches between the two 
sides.

I always keep talking to Jassi bhai (Bumrah): Mohammed Siraj
NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
Mohammed Siraj has 
credited Jasprit Bumrah 
for helping him turn things 
around after an ordinary 
home series against New 
Zealand.

The 30-year-old 
endured a difficult home 
season, managing just two 
wickets in two Tests dur-
ing India’s 0-3 loss to New 
Zealand.

“I always keep talk-
ing to Jassi bhai (Bumrah),” 
Siraj said after the India’s 
six-wicket win over Austra-
lian Prime Minister’s XI.

“Even before the 

first match, I spoke with 
him about what I was go-
ing through. And he just 
told me one thing — don’t 
run (chase) after wickets, 
just keep bowling consis-
tently in one area and en-
joy your bowling. If you still 
don’t get wickets, then you 
come ask me.

“So I enjoyed my 
bowling and I got wickets 
as well,” he added.

Siraj also spoke 
to former India bowling 
coach Bharat Arun to help 
find his centre.

“I spoke with Bharat 
Arun sir, that this is what’s 

happening with me, be-
cause he has known me 
for a while and he has 
seen my bowling from long 
time back. So, he just told 
me to enjoy and not run af-
ter wickets. Just enjoy and 
you’ll get wickets.

“And before travel-
ling, I met (fielding coach) 
Dilip sir in Hyderabad and 
we practised together as 
well. So, it felt good and 
now I’m enjoying.

“Morne (Morkel, 
India’s current bowling 
coach) keeps telling me 
that ‘you are a warrior’. 
‘You’ll get us wickets, but 

you just keep enjoying 
your bowling’.”

Siraj looked in good 
rhythm in the warm-up 
match against the Prime 
Minister’s XI, which was 
his first game with a pink 
ball.

“The (pink) ball has 
a synthetic feeling, it’s dif-
ferent from the red ball. 
The seam is very hard. It’s 
bright, and quite big. The 
more you practice with it, 
the better you get,” Siraj 
said.

“I think with the 
pink-ball, it’s better to bowl 
back of length. Because 

pitching it up, there’s not 
a lot of swing, so the more 
you hit the deck and get it 
to seam, it will be better for 
us,” he noted.

“I have heard that 
the ball swings a lot un-
der the lights but I haven’t 
yet bowled with it under 
lights. So when we go to 
Adelaide and practice, we 
will try that. And the more 
practice we get, we’ll know 
more about what we have 
to do.”

The second Test 
against Australia, a day-
night game, begins in Ad-
elaide on Friday.

‘I did see a lot of character’: Manchester City’s Ruben 
Dias hopeful of turnaround after Liverpool loss

NEW DELHI, DEC 2:
Manchester City defender 
Ruben Dias said the club 
will bounce back from their 
rough patch due to the 
strength in their character.

“I will not talk about 
the little details but focus 
on the bigger picture. That 
is, even though it was a 
difficult moment I did see 
a lot of character and I did 
see the fans behind us 

and that is the only way we 
are going to go through it,” 
Dias said after City’s 2-0 
loss to Liverpool, their 4th 
straight Premier League 
defeat since 2008.

“This is just part of 
our legacy. We have won 
so much and still we are 
where we are and this hap-
pens. We have been able 
to be versatile, adapt and 
keep on moving forward 

and thinking one game at 
a time… That is what we 
need to get back to,” he 
added.

In the Liverpool 
match, strikes from Cody 
Gakpo and Mohamed 
Salah gave the leaders the 
win at Anfield an left de-
fending champions City 11 
points behind Arne Slot’s 
side in fifth place.

The Pep Guardio-

la-led side are winless in 
their last seven matches in 
all competitions, a run that 
includes six defeats and a 
3-3 draw at home against 
Feyenoord in the Champi-
ons League.

They have con-
ceded 19 goals during the 
winless streak, shipping 
four in matches against 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Sporting. Prior to the 

slump they had conceded 
11 in 14 games.

City, who have won 
six of the last seven Pre-
mier League titles, have 
been hit hard by injuries to 
key players such as Rodri, 
Mateo Kovacic and John 
Stones but manager Pep 
Guardiola has been able 
to guide the side through 
injury crises in previous 
seasons.

ICC Champions Trophy: Shoaib Akhtar weighs in on 
hybrid model; disagrees with PCB on key point

ISLAMBAD, DEC 2:
Former Pakistan pacer 
Shoaib Akhtar agreed 
that the Pakistan Cricket 
Board’s reported de-
mand for higher revenue 
from the ICC Champions 

Trophy, in case of the 
‘hybrid model’ being em-
ployed, was justified, but 
took a differing stance 
to his home country’s 
board on the alleged 
matter of the model be-

ing applicable in India as 
well.

Akhtar made the 
comments on a Paki-
stani channel and said, 
“You are getting paid 
for hosting rights and 

revenue, and that’s 
fine-we all understand 
it. Pakistan’s stance is 
also reasonable. They 
should have maintained 
a strong position, why 
not? Once we are able 
to host the Champions 
Trophy in our country 
and they are unwilling to 
come, they should share 
the revenue with us at 
a higher rate. That’s a 
good call.”

But the Rawalpin-
di Express stated that 
rather than Pakistan ask-
ing for a hybrid model to 
be put across in India as 
well, a team should be 
sent for matches in the 
country. His logic was 
that Pakistan should al-
ways be the country that 
extends a hand of friend-
ship towards India and 
have the goal of beat-

ing the Indian team on 
their own soil in a cricket 
match.

“In terms of play-
ing in India in the future, 
we should extend a 
hand of friendship and 
go there. My belief has 
always been, go to India 
and defeat them there. 
India mein khelo aur wahi 
unhe maarke aao (play 
in India and beat them 
on their home ground). 
I understand that the hy-
brid model had already 
been signed earlier,” he 
added.

The last time 
Pakistan hosted an ICC 
event was in the year of 
1996. The Asia Cup, held 
in the country last year, 
was also conducted in 
a hybrid model, with all 
of India’s games taking 
place in Sri Lanka.

MESSAGE

My dear brothers and sisters of Arunachal Pradesh, On this momentous occasion 
of our 39th Statehood Day, I extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to every 
citizen of our beloved State. This clay is a celebration of our shared history, resilience, 
and aspirations. I express my deepest gratitude to the countless individuals, farmers, 
workers, teachers, doctors, nurses, paramedics, scientists. government officials and 
many others, whose dedication and hard work shape Arunachal Pradesh. Their unwav-
ering commitment strengthens our State and fuels its progress_ This day stands as a 
testament to the extraordinary journey of Arunachal Pradesh, from the struggles of our 
forebears to the milestones of modernity. Our progress has been built on the pillars 
of resilience, determination, and unity, shaping our State into a beacon of growth and 
harmony. Today, as we honour our past, we also embrace the aspirations that propel us 
toward a brighter future. Arunachal Pradesh has made remarkable strides in infrastruc-
ture, education, healthcare, and tourism, setting new benchmarks for development. 
Our youth, particularly our athletes, are excelling on both national and international 
stages, bringing immense pride to our State. Our steady improvement in human de-
velopment and happiness indices reflects our collective determination to enhance the 
quality of life for all, 

As custodians of this beautiful land, let us pledge to preserve our environment. 
uphold peace, and strengthen the bonds of brotherhood among all communities. Let 
us empower our youth, champion sustainable development, and work towards a self-
reliant Arunachal Pradesh. 

We are into the ‘Amrit Kaall, a transformative era leading to India’s centenary of 
independence. This is our golden opportunity to propel our State and Nation toward 
unprecedented growth and prosperity. Every citizen’s contribution is vital in realizing 
the vision of a developed India by 2047. As proud citizens of Arunachal Pradesh, let us 
reaffirm our commitment to unity, collaboration, and progress in shaping a prosperous 
and developed India Viksit Bharat’. 

Jai Arunachal! 
Jai Hind! 

      Lt Gen K T Parnaik 
      PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd) 

Lt Gen K T Parnaik 
PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd) 

Governor 
Arunachal Pradesh 

RAJ BHAVAN 
ITANAGAR - 791 111

DIPR/ARN-002900/2024

CHIEF MINISTER 
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Dear sisters and brothers of Arunachal, 
On the auspicious occasion of the 39th Statehood Day, I extend my heartfelt 

greetings to all the people of our beautiful state. As we celebrate this momentous day, 
we reflect on the progress we have made and look towards a future filled with hope 
and opportunity. 

Amrit Kaal is not just a phrase for us, but a vision for the future we wish to build 
for our children and grandchildren. Our youth, the Amrit Peedhi, are the driving force 
behind the progress of Arunachal Pradesh. They are the key stakeholders in building a 
Viksit Arunachal, and we are committed to empowering them in every way possible. 

As we celebrate this year as Year of Youth, we recognize the boundless energy, 
creativity, and innovation displayed by our young people. Our responsibility is to ensure 
that they are provided with the best education, skills, and opportunities to thrive. Every 
child in Arunachal Pradesh deserves access to quality education, and we will work tire-
lessly to make this a reality. 

Our goal is to empower every citizen to be equal or even greater contributors to 
national development. In this spirit, we will implement 33% reservation for women in 
the State Legislature, building on the already significant representation of women in our 
Panchayats, where nearly 50% of members are women. 

Furthermore, we remain committed to ensuring that no eligible beneficiary is left 
behind. We will work towards saturating all eligible beneficiaries under the Central and 
State flagship schemes such as PMAY(G) and Ayushman Bharat, while continuously 
identifying new beneficiaries to ensure they receive the support they need. 

Together, as Team Arunachal, let us strive for a vision of a prosperous, inclusive, 
and self-reliant Arunachal Pradesh. Collectively, we will achieve the shared aspirations 
and goals that will shape a brighter future for all. 

Jai Arunachal! Jai Hind! 

(Pema Khandu) 

MESSAGE

DIPR/ARN-7381/2024

Extended Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva 
Abhiyaan (e PMSMA) 

1. e - PMSMA aims to improved maternal and child health outcomes by 

strengthening the tracking and management system of High-Risk Pregnancy 

2. Cash Incentive for ASHA and High-Risk Pregnancy Beneficiary 
ASHA Rs 100/-per HRP for mobilization of HRPs 

for max of 3 (Three) additional F/U ANC visit to 

PMSMA clinic  Rs 500/- per HRP on achieving 

a healthy outcome for both mother and baby : 

45th day post delivery after due verification by 

ANM and MO  
HRP(Beneficiary Rs 100/-per visit to meet transportation 

costs: for attending max of three additional 

follow up ANC checkups by a doctor/obstetri-

cian 

 Issued in public interest by: - 

Department of Health & Family Welfare, 
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh,

Naharlagun DIPR/ARN-8393/2024
DIPR/ARN -0094-98/2024
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RONO HILLS, February 14: 
A two-day national seminar on ‘Reju-
venating Ecosystem for Viksit Bharat’, 
organized by the Department of Com-
merce (Rajiv Gandhi University) com-
menced at the RGU’s mini auditorium 
on Friday, February 14, with Vice 
Chancellor Prof S K Nayak inaugurat-
ing the event, in presence of a host of 
dignitaries including Prof Mohammed 
Basheer Ahmed Khan, former Vice 
Chancellor Sido Kanhu Murmu Uni-
versity, and Damodar Mishra, Gener-
al Manager NABARD RO (Itanagar), 
and Ira Singhal, Secretary Health & 
Family Welfare (GoAP).

India’s goal of transitioning to 
a developed nation involves inclusive 
economic policies, expanding access 
to financial services, and improving 
education and healthcare. Addition-
ally, promoting innovation through 
Digital India and embracing environ-
mental sustainability are key to ensur-
ing long-term growth and mitigating 
climate change.

The seminar aims to gener-
ate meaningful discussions, fostering 

collaboration, and pave the way for 
actionable strategies toward a rejuve-
nated ecosystem for Viksit India.

Speaking as chief guest on the 
occasion, Prof Nayak highlighted the 
multifaceted contributions of different 
sectors to Viksit Bharat, with a special 
focus on the agricultural sector as a 
cornerstone of national development. 
He underlined the key indicators of 
developed nations and discussed 
how India can achieve the vision of 
Viksit Bharat, emphasizing the pivotal 
role of the rural sector.

The VC stressed the impor-
tance of such seminars in generat-
ing ideas, insights, and encouraging 
youth participation for the nation’s 
progress, expressing optimism about 
the positive outcomes of the two-day 
event.

Prof Khan enlightened the 
house on various initiatives contribut-
ing to Viksit Bharat, including aware-
ness programmes and policy dia-
logues. He stressed the importance 
of inclusivity and equity in national 
development with regard to higher 

education.
Secretary Singhal empha-

sized the importance of strategic 
planning and encouraged students 
to prepare for their future, stating that 
national progress begins with individ-
ual growth and success.

In his address, GM Mishra 
outlined key focus areas for sustain-
able economic growth and financial 
empowerment.

Dy Director Finance, Planning, 
and Investment (GoAP) Dr Akepi 
Linggi Ehili expressed his enthusiasm 
for the seminar, highlighting it as the 
first-ever collaboration between the 
Department of Finance, Planning, 
and Investment and RGU’s Depart-
ment of Commerce.

Earlier, Prof R C Parida em-
phasized the seminar’s objectives 
and its crucial role in fostering dis-
cussions on ecosystem rejuvenation 
in alignment with the vision of Viksit 
Bharat.

Dr Atege Linggi, Seminar Co-
ordinator, Dept of Commerce (RGU) 
also spoke.

National seminar on 
‘Rejuvenating Ecosystem 

for Viksit Bharat’ organised

RONO HILLS, February 13: 
As part of the International Mother 
Language Day which is observed on 
February 21 every year, Rajiv Gan-
dhi University (RGU) commenced 
its celebration through a slew of 
contests on Tuesday, February 11.

The first leg of the celebra-
tion was conducted by the Faculty 
of Languages. It consisted of three 
competitions for the students of the 
RGU. The first in the series was 
an essay competition on the topic 
‘The Role of Mother Tongue in Pro-
moting the Indian Knowledge Sys-
tem’. This was followed by a poem 
writing competition on the theme 
‘Mother Tongue’. Both the competi-

tions were conducted offline in the 
Department of Hindi. Along with the 
faculty members, the scholars of 
both Hindi and English departments 
helped in the conduction of the said 
programmes.

Students shared their tradi-
tional wisdom hidden in their tradi-
tion through the story telling compe-
tition that was based on the theme 
‘Traditional Knowledge System’.

The participants provided a 
background of what the story was 
about in Hindi or English and then 
narrated their stories in their mother 
tongues. The folklores were nar-
rated in Adi, Nyishi, Galo, Nocte, 
Tangsa, and Assamese languages. 

The audience seemed very enthusi-
astic about the stories that unfolded 
through prolific narrative perfor-
mances.

Prof P K Acharya from De-
partment of Education (RGU), one 
of the jury members of the event, 
advised the students to create new 
narratives to preserve the culture 
and ethos of the State.

Over 70 students from vari-
ous departments participated in the 
three competitions organized in the 
university. The results of the con-
tests will be declared on the Inter-
national Mother Language Day (Feb 
21), in the final event to be held at 
the RGU mini auditorium. 

International Mother Language Day held

LIKABALI, February 16: 
With a view to celebrate the rich cul-
tural heritage of the Galo tribe and 
promoting tourism in the region along-
side, Gensi Music Festival 2.0 got un-
derway at the scenic town of Gensi in 
Lower Siang district on February 16  
with great fervour and gaity.

The three-day event being 
staged at the picturesque town of 
Gensi aims to showcase the area’s 
cultural vibrancy and potential as a 
tourist destination.

Speaking as chief guest on the 

occasion, Basar MLA Nyabi Jini Dirchi 
appreciated the organizing team led 
by chairman Gope Taipodia and sec-
retary Nyukar Taipodia for their tire-
less efforts in conducting the festival.

She also extended her best 
wishes to the talented artists who 
traveled from across the region to 
participate in the event. “Your passion 
and dedication are truly inspiring, and 
I wish you continued success in your 
artistic journey,” she remarked.

Aalo East MLA Topin Ete also 
addressed the gathering, emphasiz-

ing the importance of such events in 
preserving cultural heritage and pro-
moting tourism.

The inaugural event was also 
graced by Kardo Nyigyor, State As-
sembly Deputy Speaker, as the chief 
patron.

The three-day festival will 
continue with various cultural perfor-
mances, musical events, and local 
exhibitions, promising an unforgetta-
ble experience for visitors while high-
lighting Gensi as a promising tourist 
destination. 

Gensi Music Festival underway

AALO, February 15: 
As part of the initiative ‘Dolu em 
Kaken be Molaju’ (Let’s make villag-
es beautiful) taken up by the Bagra 
circle officer Jumi Ete with support 
from Panchayat leaders, Gaon 
Buras, SHGs and line departments 
under the guidance of West Siang 
Deputy Commissioner Mamu Hage, 
a mass cleanliness drive was car-
ried out in Bagra circle under West 
Siang district on Saturday, February 
15 that involved a total of 16 vil-
lages.

Around 1600 people com-

prising PR leaders, GBs, SHGs, 
CBOs, youths and common villag-
ers took part in the clean-up effort.  

CO Ete along with HGB 
Minjom Bagra visited the villages 
to monitor the cleanliness drive 
and urged all the commuters not to 
throw garbage on public space, par-
ticularly on the highway and road-
side falling under the jurisdiction of 
Bagra circle.

It was also informed to the 
commuters and villagers that if any-
body is found throwing garbage on 
public space under Bagra circle 

then a FIR will be lodged against the 
violators and action will be taken as 
per the relevant section of law.

Moreover, the CO also en-
couraged the villagers to make the 
initiative a grand success.

Through the CO Bagra-
adopted initiative the local admin-
istration has decided to conduct a 
mass cleanliness drive in all villag-
es under Bagra circle on the 15th of 
every month. This initiative aspires 
for overall development of villages 
- economically, politically, socially, 
educationally and ecologically. 

Mass cleanliness drive held at Bagra Circle

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
GOVT. OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

       
 

 

 

ATMA NIRBHAR KRISHI YOJANA (ANKY) 
 A credit linked Front End subsidy scheme.  
 Launched by Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh in the year 2021-

22. 
 Successfully completed three years since inception. 
 Benefitted more than 25,520 Nos of farmers, 1,693 Nos of 

SHG, 18 Nos of FPO during last three years. 
Announcement: 

   Govt has allocated a Budget amount of Rs. 62.5 Crore 
for the current  Financial year 2024-25. 

Funding Pattern 
  Govt Subsidy- 45% 
  Bank Finance- 45% 
 Beneficiary contribution- 10% 

Eligible Beneficiary  
 Bonafide individual farmer   
 SHGs/FPOs. 

 

Scheme Components; 
 Farm machineries (Tractor, Power Tiller, Rotary Tiller, 

Paddy transplanter 
/Harvester/thresher/Winnower/Paddy de-husking 
machine/Paddy weeder/Power operated Brush /weed 
cutter, Oil expeller, Mini flour/Rice Mill, Sugarcane 
crusher, Water pump set, of Rubber Roller/sheeting 
machine, Smoke House, Rubber Tapping/rain guarding 
materials &  other Argil. related Farm tools & 
implements  etc. 

 Field crops: Cereals, Pulses, Oilseeds,  Spices, other 
crops  cultivation schemes etc. 

 Scientific land Terracing. 
 Double cropping scheme 
 Permanent vegetable garden. 
 Bee Keeping 
 Protected Poly-house/Green house 

ACTIVITIES UNDER RASHTRIYA KRISHI VIKASH YOJANA 
Cafeteria of CSS Scheme under PM-RKVY: 
Krishonnati Yojana (KY): 

 Agriculture Extension – Agriculture Technology 
Management Agency (ATMA) – For dissemination of 
technology from land to lab through field functionaries. 

 National Food Security & Nutrition Mission 
(NFS&NM) – To self-sufficiency in food crops 

 Mission on Integrated Development of Horticulture 
(MIDH) 

 Su Mission on Seed and planting materials (SMSP) 
 National Mission on Edible Oil – oil Palm (NMEO-

OP) – To bring self-sufficiency in edible oil and save 
money from oil import. 

 National Mission on Edible Oil – Oil seeds (NMEO-
OS) 

 Mission on Organic Value Chain Development – North 
East Region (MOVCDNER) 

 National Bamboo Mission (NBM). 
 
 

 

DPR based Project under Agriculture Department 
(Production related infrastructures, created post and pre 
harvest infrastructures to boost agri. Production and 
marketing) 
 
 Construction of Farm / Pack House 
 Construction of Vermi compost pits 
 Construction of Way side market 
 Reclamation of Acidic Soil 
 Distribution of Gender Friendly Hand Tools kits & 

implements 
 Cultivation of King Chili 
 Cultivation of Off-Season Vegetable 
 Distribution of packaging materials 
 Protected cultivation/ Green House for High Value 

crops 
Annual Action Plan based: 

 
 Soil Health & Fertility (SH&F) 
 Rainfed Area development (RAD) 
 Paramparagat Krishi Vikash Yojana (PKVY) 
 Sub Mission on Agri. Mechanization (SMAM) – To Mechanize 

Agriculture sector to mitigate labour shortage in A.P. 
 Prime Minister Krishi Sichaye Yojana – Per Drop More Crop 

(PMKSY-PDMC) 
 Agroforestry 
 National Bee & Honey Mission (NBHM) 

National Mission on Edible Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO – OP) 
 Oil Palm is the highest oil yielding crop. 
 Farmers get several subsidy benefits for cultivation of oil palm during the initial 4 years viz., planting material, 

maintenance subsidy, intercrop, bio-fencing, irrigation equipment, harvesting tools, technical handholding etc. 
 Huge readily available market, Guaranteed buy back at price assured by the government, protects the farmers 

from price volatility. 
 Under this scheme farmers get assured returns on their products through the mechanism of VIABLITY PRICE 

declared by central government. 
 Year round income on monthly basis to the farmers 
 Less pests and diseases menace-easy to maintain 
 Once planted- easy to grow and maintain for 25 Years 

‘Grow Oil Palm – Grow with Oil Palm” 

 

Shri. Pema Khandu 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 

Arunachal Pradesh 

Shri. Gabriel D Wangsu 
Minister Agriculture, Horticulture, AH & Vet. 

Dairy development, Fisheries, Food & Civil 
Supplies, Legal Metrology and Consumer Affairs 

AP 
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No. DWCD-3/2022(E-44358) Dated. Itanagar the 18th Feb’2025

Mission Vatsalya Scheme Implemented under WCD Department, Itanagar 
 

POCSO ACT

 The Govt. of India has enacted “The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act,2012 (No. 32 of 2012) Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences Rule,2020 in order to protect children from the offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and 
pornography, while safeguarding the interests of the child at every stage of the Judicial process by incorporating child-friendly 
mechanisms for reporting, recording of evidence, investigation and speedy trial of offences through designated Special Courts. The 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act defines child as any person below 18 years of age. The said Act has come into 
force with effect from 14th November, 2012 along with the Rules framed by the Govt. of India. 
 
 The Protection of Children from Sexual Offence (Amendment) Act,2019 was notified on 5th August,2019 to amend the 
POCSO Act,2012. 

SI.No POCSO Acts and its Punitive Provisions 
Offence Punishments Section in the Act 

1
Penetrative Sexual Assault (Section 5) 

Rigorous imprisonment for a term not less than 
20 years but may extend to imprisonment for life 

and shall also be liable to fine or with both 

Sec (5) of POC-
SO Amended 

act,2019 
2 Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault 

(Section 5)
10 years of rigorous imprisonment Life and Im-

prisonment 
Sec (6) 

3 Sexual Assault (Section 7) 3 years to 5 years and fine Sec (8) 
4 Aggravated Sexual Assault (Section 9) 5 years to 7 years and fine Sec (10) 
5 Sexual Harassment (Section 11) Up to 3 years of Imprisonment and fine Sec (12) 
6 Using child for Pornographic purposes 

(Section 13) 
5 years and in case of subsequent conviction 7 

years 
Sec 14(1) 

7 If along with pornographic acts offence 
also committed under- 

• Penetrative Sexual Assault (Section 3 ) 
• Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault 

(Section 5) 
• Sexual Assault (Section 7) 

• Aggravated Sexual Assault (Section 9) 

10 years of life imprisonment 
• Life imprisonment 
• 6 years to 8 years 

• 8 years to 10 years 

Sec 14(2) 
Sec 14(3) 
Sec 14(4) 
Sec 14(5)

 ADOPTION REGULATION ACT, 2012 
 Adoption means the process through which the adopted child is permanently separated from the biological parents and 
becomes the lawful child of the adoptive parents with all the rights, privileges, and responsibilities that are attached to a biological 
child. 
 Legislation or regulation for legal adoption is governed by Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of children) Act 2015, Amend-
ment Act, 2021 and Adoption Regulations, 2022 
 

Punitive Provision of Illegal Adoption 
Offence Punishments Section in the Act 

8 Offering, giving, or receiving any orphan, abandoned, or 
surrendered child by a person or organization 

3 years of imprisonment or 
with a fine of one lakh rupees 

or with both 

Sec 80 as JJ(Act) 
2015 

9 Taking or sending a child to a foreign country or taking part 
in any arrangement for transferring the care and custody of 
a child to another person in a foreign country without a valid 

order from the court. 

Punishable as per 
section 80 

Sec 80 

10 Selling or buying a child for any purpose Imprisonment for 1 year which 
may extend to 5 years and 

also liable to fine of Rs. 1 Lakh 

Sec 81 

11 Selling of buying a child for any purpose by a person having 
actual charge of the child including employees of a hospital, 

nursing home or maternity home 

Imprisonment for 3 to 5 years Sec 81

  
 Any person found violating any of the laws are liable to be punished under various provisions of the Acts and Rules. 

Sd/-T.W. Thongon 
Director 

Women and Child Dev. Department 
Govt. of Arunachal; Pradesh 

Itanagar 

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
WOMAN AND CHIELD DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

ITANAGAR - 791111

DIPR/ARN-0001-09/2024

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADEESH 
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

NAHARLAGUN 
No.. COOP-16/44/2024/  Dated Naharlagun the 12th February, 2025 

NOTICE

 The Notice Inviting Quotation (NIQ) vide even no. dated 24.01.2025 and even 
no. dated 31.01.2025 for CSS Scheme “Strengthening of Cooperatives through IT 
Intervention” for development of software for digitization of Office of the Registrar 
of Cooperative Societies stands cancelled. The execution of the work necessitates 
engagement with a reputed System Integrator possessing substantial experiences 
in the relevant field. Given the strategic importance of this project for the people of 
Arunachal Pradesh, ensuring its successful implementation is of utmost priority. 

 Furthermore, the formation of joint ventures or consortiums will not be consid-
ered for this project, as the nature of work involved is singular and does not require 
large-scale collaboration. 

 Therefore, selection of Vendor/Agency for the software development will be 
done through GeM portal. 

 This has the approval of the competent authority. 

Sd/-(C.N Mannoi)
 DEPUTY REGISTRAR (D) DIPR/ARN-002909/2024

ESTD: 12-05-2004

ARUNACHAL PRADESH MEDICAL COUNCIL
(Constituted under Act No.04 of 2004 of Government of Arunachal Pradesh)

Advertisement No.APMC-89/ 2025 of dated 18th February, 2025.
(Position of.the Registrar-cum-Secretary, Arunachal Pradesh Medical Council on tenure basis)

 Arunachal Pradesh Medical Council, Naharlagun, Arunachal Pradesh hereby invites applications from Senior 
Medical Practitioner (allopathy) of the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh posted within Itanagar Capital Region 
(ICR) for the position of Registrar-cum-Secretary, Arunachal Pradesh Medical Council to be filled for fixed tenure of 
4th Regular Arunachal Pradesh Medical Council. The last date for submission of application form is 18/03/2025.

 Please visit Arunachal Pradesh Medical Council website i.e. arunapmc.org for details of Advertisement.

Sd/- (Dr. Mika Umpo) 
Registrar-cum-Secretary

Arunachal Pradesh Medical Council 
Naharlagun.DIPR/ARN-002918/2024

Trump defends DOGE’s move to cut aid to India: ‘Why are we giving $21 million?’
WASHINGTON, FEB 19:
US President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday de-
fended the Department of 
Government Efficiency’s 
(DOGE) decision to cancel 
a 21-million-dollar grant 
intended to support voter 
turnout in India. Question-
ing the necessity of such 
financial aid, Trump cited 
India’s economic growth 
and high tariffs as reasons 
why US taxpayer money 

should not be allocated for 
this purpose.

“Twenty-one million 
for voter turnout in India — 
why are we giving them this 
money?” Trump remarked 
during a press conference. 
“India has a lot of money. 
They’re one of the high-
est-taxing countries in the 
world. It’s hard for us to get 
in there because their tar-
iffs are so high.”

He further added: “I 

have a lot of respect for In-
dia, I have a lot of respect 
for the Prime Minister. He 
just left two days ago. But 
we’re giving 21 million dol-
lar for voter turnout in India 
— what about voter turnout 
here? We’ve done that, I 
guess. We did 500 million 
dollar—it’s called the lock 
boxes.”

The move to re-
voke the funding follows 
DOGE’s announcement 

on February 16, in which 
the department declared 
the cancellation of finan-
cial support previously al-
located to the Consortium 
for Elections and Political 
Process Strengthening 
(CEPPS) for voter turnout 
efforts in India. The deci-
sion has sparked political 
controversy in India, with 
BJP leaders Amit Malviya 
and Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
criticizing the opposition 

Congress for what they 
labelled as “external inter-
ference in India’s electoral 
process.”

DOGE, headed by 
tech entrepreneur Elon 
Musk, confirmed the can-
cellation in a post on X. 
The department outlined 
a list of suspended ex-
penditures, including 486 
million dollars previously 
designated for CEPPS. 
The breakdown included 

$22 million for promoting 
“inclusive and participa-
tory political processes” 
in Moldova and the now-
revoked 21 million dollars 
earmarked for increasing 
voter turnout in India.

The funding cut 
is part of a broader roll-
back of US international 
aid initiatives, with DOGE 
targeting projects deemed 
unnecessary or inefficient. 
Musk’s department an-

nounced the removal of 
multiple initiatives, ranging 
from voter confidence ef-
forts in Liberia to biodiver-
sity conservation in Nepal, 
totalling hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars.

Critics of the deci-
sion argue that cutting off 
funding to support demo-
cratic participation in India 
undermines US foreign 
policy’s traditional empha-
sis on promoting democ-

racy abroad. Voter turnout 
initiatives are typically seen 
as a nonpartisan effort to 
enhance political engage-
ment and inclusivity.

Musk, however, re-
mains steadfast in his com-
mitment to curbing what he 
sees as unnecessary ex-
penditures of US taxpayer 
money. “Our job at DOGE 
is to ensure every dollar is 
spent wisely,” he had said 
via a post on X.

‘Very unfair’ to US if Elon Musk builds Tesla 
factory in India, says Donald Trump

WASHINGTON, FEB 19:
US President Donald Trump 
has said that it is impossible 
for Tesla CEO Elon Musk to 
sell his cars in India and 
criticised the potential plan 
to build a factory in India, 
calling it “unfair” to the US.

Trump, in an inter-
view with Fox News that 
aired Tuesday, specifically 
called out India’s high tariffs 
on imported cars, which he 
had discussed with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
during his visit to the US 
last week. While both lead-
ers agreed to work toward 

an early trade deal, their 
standoff over tariffs remains 
unresolved.

“Every country in 
the world takes advantage 
of us, and they do it with 
tariffs… It is impossible to 
sell a car, practically, in, as 
an example, India,” Trump 
said.

Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk has long criticised In-
dia’s steep import duties—
around 100% on electric 
vehicles—which protect 
domestic automakers like 
Tata Motors. However, In-
dia’s government recently 

introduced a new EV policy 
that lowers import taxes to 
15% if a carmaker invests 
at least $500 million and 
sets up a local factory.

According to a Reu-
ters report on Tuesday, Te-
sla has already identified 
locations for showrooms in 
New Delhi and Mumbai and 
has posted job ads for 13 
mid-level roles in India. The 
company does not currently 
manufacture vehicles in the 
country.

Trump acknowl-
edged that Musk had the 
right to build a factory in In-

dia but insisted that such a 
move would put the US at a 
disadvantage.

“Now, if he built the 
factory in India, that’s okay, 
but that’s unfair to us. It’s 
very unfair,” Trump said.

India’s foreign min-
istry has not yet responded 
to requests for comment.

Trump has previ-
ously pushed for recipro-
cal tariffs on countries that 
impose high duties on US 
imports, a stance that has 
heightened fears of a global 
trade war with both allies 
and adversaries.

DIPR/ARN-0010-20/2024
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KHONSA, February 15: 
The Nyishi employees residing in Ti-
rap district celebrated the pre-Nyo-
kum Festival under the theme "Hon-
oring Our Heritage & Fostering Unity 
among Tribes" with great enthusiasm 
and traditional fervour at Khonsa on 
Friday, February 14.

The special invitee, Tirap 
Deputy Commissioner Techu Aran 
extended his greetings to the Nyishi 
community. Recalling his tenure in 
Seppa, Aran commended the Nyishi 
community for their warm hospitality 
and helpful nature, as well as their 
dedication to preserving and promot-
ing their rich cultural heritage.

Emphasizing the importance 
of cultural continuity, he urged the 
younger generation to actively learn 
and practice their traditions. He re-
marked that Nyishis are known for 
their goodwill towards good people 
while standing firmly against negativ-
ity.

Tirap ZPC Chathong Lowang 
described Nyokum as one of the 
most significant festivals of Arunachal 
Pradesh. She praised the organizing 
committee for bringing the vibrant cul-
ture of the Nyishi community to Khon-
sa in such a grand manner.

Khonsa ADC and organizing 
chairman Tana Bapu narrated the 
Nyokum mythology, explaining that it 

is the principal festival of the Nyishi 
community, deeply rooted in their tra-
ditions.

Organizing secretary and ex-
ecutive engineer (PHE&WS) Bharat 
Sonam delivered the welcome ad-
dress. The celebration concluded 
with a vote of thanks delivered by AE 
(Power) Kipa Kame, followed by a 
grand community feast.

The day's festivities included 
the vibrant cultural performances, 
and colorful traditional dances pre-
sented by artists from various parts of 
Tirap district. The event served as a 
significant platform to showcase and 
celebrate the rich cultural heritage of 
the Nyishi community.

The event was also attended 
by Deomali ADC Bondulom Tawsik, 
ZPM Khonsa Block Wanghong Pan-
ka, ZPM Khela-Bunting Tumwang 
Lowang, ZPM Bari Basip Tediap Hal-
lang, SP Singjatla Singpho, ASP Adi-
tya Singh, and Second-in-Command, 
44 Assam Rifles, among others.

Jollang: Don Bosco College, 
Itanagar here celebrated 10th pre-
Nyokum in the college campus on 
Saturday. Gracing the event, former 
MLA Tana Hali Tara stressed on the 
interconnection between faith and 
ritual. He exhorted the students to 
not just speak but love their mother 
tongue.

Speaking on the diverse cul-
ture of Arunachal Pradesh, he said 
that celebration of festivals helps in 
the preservation of culture. He ad-
vised the students to preserve their 
culture and language.

Nyishi Festival Council sec-
retary Amit Bengia informed that the 
celebration of Nyokum was a unifying 
factor. He exhorted the students to 
celebrate Nyokum as any other fes-
tival of the country and preserve the 
cultural heritage of the forefathers. He 
thanked the Salesians of Don Bosco 
for preserving the culture and legacy 
of Nyokum.

Fr CD Mathai, Rector of the 
College, in his address said that fes-
tival is a time of celebration and get 
together. Celebrants look forward to-
wards a better tomorrow, invoke god's 
blessing and pray for sustenance. He 
added that Nyokum is not just a cel-
ebration but a preservation of one's 
culture.

The college Principal Fr Jose 
George also spoke on the occasion. 
Taba Niglo, ex-ASM, Jollang Pan-
chayat, recounted the first Nyokum 
celebrations in Jollang with the initia-
tive of Don Bosco College. He exhort-
ed how the “Nyishi Identity” is linked 
with the culture and celebration of fes-
tivals. He highlighted the importance 
of Pudum, the traditional headgear. 

Pre-Nyokum Festival celebrated

BOMDILA, February 16: 
The West Kameng District Adminis-
tration organized a special service 
camp at the Govt ME School, Tenga, 
on Sunday, providing essential docu-
ments to the fire-affected people.

During the camp, officials is-
sued 37 Inner Line Permits (ILP), 
provided 25 birth certificates, and 
replaced 25 electoral photo identity 

cards (EPIC). Additionally, 21 Aad-
haar enrollments and updates were 
facilitated, while 95 individuals re-
ceived police verification certificates.

This initiative aimed to assist 
those impacted by the recent fire in-
cident. As many as 47 shops and 
about a dozen houses were reduced 
to ashes in a devastating fire accident 
at the Tenga Market in the early hours 

of Saturday, February 16.
As an immediate relief, the 

district administration has temporarily 
sheltered the fire affected at the Govt 
ME School, Tenga.

Meanwhile, in a humanitarian 
effort, the Large Area Multipurpose 
Society (LAMPS), Bomdila today dis-
tributed rice to support the fire-affect-
ed families in Tenga.

Special service camp held

LIKABALI, February 16: 
The 3rd edition of the Lower Siang 
inter-departmental sports meet was 
declared open at the Chidu Chigo 
general ground here by Gensi ZPM 
Dapu Doke on Sunday, February 
16 in the presence of DC Rujjum 
Rakshap, SP Gothambo Dajangju, 
HoDs, and others.

In his inaugural address, 
Doke emphasised the importance 
of sports in promoting teamwork, 
discipline, and unity among vari-

ous departments. He commended 
the organising committee, and en-
couraged the participants to main-
tain sportsmanship throughout the 
meet.

The DC in his address high-
lighted the role of such events in 
strengthening inter-departmental 
relationships and fostering a spirit 
of cooperation. He urged the par-
ticipants to actively engage in the 
events, “not just to win, but to build 
camaraderie and unity.”

This annual event features 
eight participating departments 
competing in various sporting 
events. The three-day meet will 
continue on 18 February.

The opening ceremony was 
marked by a football match be-
tween the General Administration 
(GA) Department and the Educa-
tion Department. The match saw 
both teams putting up a spirited per-
formance, with the GA Department 
securing a hard-fought 2-1 victory. 

Inter-departmental sports meet underway

LIKABALI, February 14: 
The Department of Women & 
Child Development, Lower Siang 
district organized an educational-
cum-awareness programme on 
PC&PNDT Act, 2014 in collabora-
tion with the district administration 
and the Department of Health & FW 
with an aim to familiarize the frontline 
workers especially, the Anganwadi 
workers, ANMs, ASHAs and other 
stakeholders of Likabali about the 
Pre-Conception and Pre-natal Di-
agnostic Techniques (Prohibition of 
Sex Selection) Act.

The main function was held at 
the District Hospital Likabali, which 
was graced by Lower Siang Deputy 
Commissioner Rujjum Rakshap and 

Superintendent of Police Gothombu 
Dajangju.

The event also marked the 
beginning of a six-week-long cel-
ebration, commemorating the com-
pletion of 10 years of Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP) campaign in 
the country. The district launched its 
campaign on January 22 last which 
will culminate on March 8 next.

Addressing the gathering, the 
DC underscored the importance of 
women empowerment and stated 
that the campaign will not gain suc-
cess without active participation of 
women. He motivated the women 
folks to have a deep understanding 
of the content and purpose of the Act 
for its effective implementation and 

disseminate the same among their 
fraternity.

Dr Binpi Karlo, Gynaecologist 
of District Hospital Likabali, spoke at 
length on various provisions of the Act.

CDPO-cum-District Nodal 
Officer BBBP (Lower Siang), Jikom 
Doye exhorted the attendees about 
how dropout rates among girl child 
can be minimized in the tribal society.

Among others present in the 
function were the district officers, 
Panchayat leaders, GBs, members 
of APWWS district unit. The other 
highlights of the daylong programme 
included a mass tree plantation in 
the town, in collaboration with the 
Department of Environment & For-
ests.

Awareness programme on PC&PNDT Act held

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
 

 
Hon’ble Cabinet approved the Innovative Arunachal 
Pradesh State Youth Policy 2025 during the Cabinet 

Aapke Dwar at Nyapin, Kurung Kumey District 
Conducted 4th Edition Arunachal Yuva Samanvay

Jirdin,Aalo, West Siang District w.e.f. 28
and opening ceremony 

Minister Shri Chowna Mein

  

  

Conducted consultative meeting with Inter-department 
and CBOs, NGOs & Students Organization of 5 (five) 

major basin for formulation of Arunachal Pradesh State 
Youth Policy 

Conducted State Level Viksit Bharat PPT 
Challenge at D.K. Convention Hall, Itanagar w.e.f. 

26th to 27

 
Clinched 3rd Prize in the Tableau Display during 

the celebration of Independence Day on 15th Aug’ 
2025 at I.G. Park, Itanagar 

Conducted National Exposure Youth Programme 
with Shillong , Meghalaya at Bomdila & Ziro  w.e.f. 

30th Sept to 4

THE DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AFFAIRS

 
Edition Arunachal Yuva Samanvay at 

Jirdin,Aalo, West Siang District w.e.f. 28th to 31st Jan’ 2025 
and opening ceremony was attended by Hon’ble Dy. Chief 

Minister Shri Chowna Mein 

 
Conducted Battle of Minds at D.K. Convention 
Hall, Itanagar w.e.f. 24th to 26th Jan’ 2025, Ld. 

Chief Secretary was attended the Finale. 

 
Conducted State Level Viksit Bharat PPT 

Challenge at D.K. Convention Hall, Itanagar w.e.f. 
to 27th Dec’ 2024 

 
Observed Constitution Day by conducting of 

Padyatra from Akashdeep to I.G. Park Itanagar 
on 26th Nov’ 2024 

 
Conducted National Exposure Youth Programme 

with Shillong , Meghalaya at Bomdila & Ziro  w.e.f. 
Sept to 4th Oct’ 2024 

 
Celebrated 10th International Day of Yoga at SLSA 

Complex, Itanagar on 21st June 2024, Hon’ble 
Minister (SYA), Shri Kento Jini has consented the 

programme. 

AFFAIRS 2024-25 

  
Participation of Arunachal Pradesh State 

Contingent in 28th National Youth Festival Flagged 
Off by Hon’ble Governor on 7th Jan’ 2025 

  
Conducted 7th Edition National Level MTB Tawang 
Challenge at Tawang w.e.f. 25th to 26th Nov’ 2024 

 
International Day of Yoga at SLSA 

consented the 

 
Conducted 1st Ever 5 (five) days North East Zonal 
Level Basic Course on Route Settler and Belayers 
of Sport Climbing at Chimpu, Itanagar w.e.f. 3rd to 

7th Aug’ 2024   
With Best Compliment from 

Department of Youth Affairs 
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh 

Itanagar.  



Friday, February 21, 2025    The Arunachal Information  7

The Arunachal Age
News & Views of the People

RNI No. ARPENG/2014/55329 Postal Rgd No. AP-057/14-15www.arunachalage.com facebook/arunachalage @ArunachalAgePlease visit us @

VOL-XI.      Issue No. 177 `.3/-Itanagar, Thursday, February 20 , 2025

NOTICE 
The office of this daily 
has been shifted to a 
new location. Henceforth, 
all communication may 
be directed towards the        
following address: Near 
Hanuman Mandir, D-Sec-
tor, Naharlagun (A.P.).

Development... Promised... Delivered...

Sela Tunnel
Delivered March 2024

Donyi Polo Airport, Itanagar
Delivered November 2022

Arunachal Pradesh University
Delivered July 2022

Pipsorang, Vijoynagar & Tali
connected by road network for 
first time since Independence

Kameng Hydro Electric Project
Delivered November 2022

Itanagar Underpass
Delivered October 2021

Governance reaching at people’s doorsteps
- 1st Cabinet Aapke Dwar conducted at Nyapin on 17th February 2025
- Key decisions made for overall development of Arunachal Pradesh

1st Medical College at state, TRIHMS
MBBS seats up from 50 to 100

ISSUED BY GOVT. OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
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ITANAGAR, February 6: 
The 10th edition of the Arunachal 
Film Festival (AFF), organized by the 
Department of Information and Pub-
lic Relations (IPR) in collaboration 
with the Film Federation of Arunachal 
(FFA), was set in motion at the TNZ 
Cinema here on Thursday, February 6 
with Education Minister Pasang Dor-
jee Sona inaugurating the three-day 
annual event that promotes local films 
alongside showcasing acclaimed na-
tional and international films.  

The three screens at TNZ cin-
emas ran to a packed house.

Speaking as chief guest on 
the occasion, the Minister lauded the 
efforts of the organizers in promoting 

the film industry in Arunachal Pradesh. 
He emphasized the power of cinema 
as a tool for mass communication, ca-
pable of spreading positive messages 
and driving societal change.

“If used properly, films can 
bring about a positive transforma-
tion apart from financial gains. With 
the growth of technology and the rise 
of social media and OTT platforms, 
there are immense opportunities for 
talented individuals,” he said.

Sona further stated that the 
energy of youth must be channelized 
productively, comparing them to nu-
clear power—capable of both positive 
and negative impacts depending on 
how they are guided. He encouraged 

10th edition of the 
Arunachal Film Festival begins

aspiring filmmakers to use platforms 
like AFF to showcase their talent and 
contribute to the growth of Arunachal’s 
film industry.

Earlier, Secretary IPR Nyali 
Ete, in his welcome address, out-
lined the three-day AFF schedule. 
He mentioned that this year’s festival 
prioritizes films from the Northeast, 
with a special focus on entries from 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Ete informed that the curtain 
raiser event, held on January 30, fea-
tured the documentary “Zero to Hero”, 
which received an overwhelming re-
sponse. He also highlighted the intro-
duction of a feedback box to gather 
constructive suggestions for future 
editions of AFF.

Organizing secretary S Flago 
appreciated the government’s efforts 
in providing a platform for filmmak-
ers, producers, actors, and artists. He 
urged participants to take full advan-
tage of the opportunities presented by 
AFF.

Meanwhile, FFA president 
Techi U Tara acknowledged the 
challenges faced by filmmakers in 
the State. Despite facing hurdles, 
he praised individual filmmakers for 
their dedication and expressed opti-
mism about the growing recognition 
of Arunachal’s cinema beyond the 
State.

"With collective efforts from 
all stakeholders, the film industry in 
Arunachal Pradesh will achieve new 
heights," he stated. He also encour-
aged constructive criticism to help 
improve and strengthen the industry.

ITANAGAR, February 8: 
The curtains were drawn on the 10th 
edition of Arunachal Film Festival 
(AFF) on Saturday, February 8 as 
the three-day celebration scripted re-
sounding success, with a spotlight on 
encouraging local talent and fostering 
growth in the State’s film industry.

The valedictory event was 
graced by IPR Minister Nyato Dukam, 
who hailed the Department of Infor-
mation and Public Relations (IPR) for 
successfully organizing the event and 
recognizing the perseverance and 
creativity of local filmmakers, despite 
the many challenges they face.

“The film industry in Arunachal 
Pradesh is still in its infancy, but there 
is a lot of promise. The future is un-
doubtedly bright,” he said.

The Minister, while emphasiz-
ing that challenges such as lack of a 
common language get in the way to 
reach a broader audience, urged the 
IPR Dept to devise solutions to these 
‘issues’, calling for initiatives that 
would strengthen the State’s film in-
dustry and make it more vibrant. He 
also pointed out that the success of 
AFF 2025 demonstrates the progress 
made in fostering a strong filmmaking 
community in the state.

On the occasion, Dukam dis-
closed that the Film and Television 
Institute (FTI) of Arunachal Pradesh 
would soon be commissioned, pro-
viding vital resources and training to 
aspiring filmmakers, photographers, 
and technical professionals. He urged 
that collective efforts must be made to 
overcome the logistical hurdles faced 
by filmmakers, including funding and 
distribution challenges, to elevate 
the industry and make Arunachal 
Pradesh a prominent player in India’s 
film landscape.

In his address, Secretary IPR 
Nyali Ete shared his ‘vision’ for the 
future of filmmaking in Arunachal 
Pradesh. He highlighted the festival’s 
success, particularly noting the grow-
ing interest in local filmmaking as a 
positive sign for the State’s future film 
culture.

The Secy further elaborated 
the department’s ongoing efforts to 
support budding filmmakers through 
initiatives like the AVGC-XR policy, 
recently introduced by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting.

Acknowledging the significant 
hurdles faced by filmmakers, includ-

10th edition of Arunachal Film Festival ends
Minister IPR attends the valedictory function 

ing limited finances, equipment, and 
distribution networks, Ete empha-
sized the importance of creating a 
sustainable ecosystem to help film-
makers succeed. He also confirmed 
that the FTI would offer specialized 
courses and workshops, providing 
valuable skills and knowledge to local 
youth eager to join the industry. He 
further ‘reassured’ filmmakers that the 
IPR is “fully” committed to help them 
by providing platforms like AFF for 
showcasing their work and fostering 
industry growth.

The final day of the festival 
featured an array of screenings, work-
shops, and engaging sessions. Docu-
mentaries such as “Grandpa What’s 
Your Name”, “Khew Ranei”, and 
“Seeds of the Future” were screened, 
offering audiences a powerful glimpse 
into real-life stories. The short film cat-
egory saw standout entries like “Mok 
Mu”, “Changes”, and “When Will the 
Moon Bloom Again?” captivating 
viewers with their engaging narra-
tives. A special highlight of the festival 
was the “In Conversation with Chum” 
session, where the acclaimed actress 
shared her journey from Northeast 
India to Bollywood, inspiring the audi-
ence with her experiences.

Two insightful workshops 
also drew large audiences. Raktim 
Mondol, a professor at the Film and 
Television Institute of India (FTII), 
conducted a session titled “The Art of 
Cinematography”. Mondol spoke on 
the vital role cinematography plays in 
storytelling, emphasizing the impor-
tance of lighting, composition, and a 

deep understanding of the script. He 
shared his expertise on cinematogra-
phy across different genres, including 
commercials, documentaries, and fic-
tion films, providing attendees with a 
well-rounded understanding of the art 
form.

The “Animation Filmmaking: 
From Script to Screen” workshop, led 
by Vinod VS from Toon Media Group, 
explored the entire animation produc-
tion pipeline. From conceptualization 
and storyboarding to 3D modeling, 
character design, and sound, Vinod 
explained how animation can tran-
scend traditional storytelling, offering 
filmmakers a new avenue to impact 
audiences emotionally and culturally. 
His workshop was particularly valu-
able for those interested in pursuing 
animation filmmaking, a field that con-
tinues to grow in significance.

As the festival concluded, 
awards were presented to the stand-
out films. “Grandpa What’s Your 
Name”, directed by Lobsang Phuntso, 
won the Best Documentary award, 
while “Our Land Our Lives”, by T 
Hasa, received a Special Mention 
Award in the documentary category. 
In the short film category, “Mok Mu”, 
directed by Anandra Namchoom, 
won the Best Short Film award, with 
“Change”, produced by Down Moun-
tain Studio, receiving a Special Men-
tion Award.

At the end, Dugyir Padu, PRO 
and Nodal Officer of AFF 2025, ac-
knowledged the contributions of all 
quarters for making the event a grand 
success. 

NIGLOK, February 12:
Minister for Panchayati Raj and Ru-
ral Development Ojing Tasing on 
Wednesday, February 12 laid the 
foundation stone for theimplementa-
tion of community assets at Niglok 
Gram panchayat under Ruksin Sub-
Division   for LSDG Village funded 
fewer than 3% LSDG component of 
State Own Resource (SOR) Grant FY 
2024-25. Under this Clean and Green 
Panchayat initiative for NiglokGP, it 
is set to achieving the model “Green 
& Clean Village” through community 
driven efforts and best practices in 
cleanliness, hygiene and plantation 
and other ecofriendly sustainable 
practices

 Addressing the GBs, PRI 
members, youth, SHGs and the vil-
lage community members, the Pan-
chayati Raj & RD Minister Tasing said 
that the success of the transforming 
their village into a model clean and 
green village as part of sustainable 
development goals lies in the proac-
tive efforts of every member of the vil-
lage through community participation 
and making village cleanliness a way 
of life for the community. He said that 
successful implementation for sus-
tainable clean and green village will 
help create livelihood opportunities 
and boost rural tourism for the Niglok 
GP  and  adjoining areas ,while refer-
ring to success stories in this sector. 

Tasing lays foundation stone for LSDG 
Village Niglokon Clean & Green Theme

The minister also suggested for inno-
vative local projects and adoption of 
best practices for localized sustain-
able development goals.(LSDG)on 
clean and green theme

Local MLA  Ninong Ering in his 
address also stressed on the role of 
community in achieving the mission 
of “ clean and green niglok “ which he 
said have a positive impacts in vari-
ous areas adding that role is of Gov-
ernment are that of a facilitator in the 
aim to achieve LSDG GPs.

Pasighat MLA Tapi Darang, 
DC TayiTaggu, ZPC Olen Rome, ZPM 
Aruni Jamoh also spoke on the occa-
sion.

Earlier, Director, Panchayat, 

TajingJonnom, who has adopted 
LSDG Village Niglok, also highlighted 
the objectivesand goals under the 
clean and green Panchayat Initiative 
for Niglok Gram Panchayat. 

It may mentioned that seven 
villages have been adopted under 
LSDG Village in the state with more 
being covered in a phase wise man-
ner each year to achieve the goal of 
sustainable Development goals by 
2030.

SP Pankaj Lamba, State Nod-
al Officer for LSDG, Obang Mingki 
ADC Ruksin Kiran Ningo, DPDO Ta-
jing Padung, EAC Ruksin John Modi 
were among others present on the 
occasion.

ITANAGAR, February 11: 
“Safer Internet Day’ was organised at 
various districts on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11

In Tawang, an effort to pro-
mote safe internet practices, educate 
users on cyber threats, and encour-
age responsible use of the internet, 
the Safer Internet Day was observed 
at the DC office.

The event was chaired by Ta-
wang Deputy Commissioner Kanki 
Darang, and witnessed the presence 
of Dr DW Thongon, public leaders, 
heads of offices, and data entry op-
erators.

Addressing the gathering, the 
DC emphasised the importance of 
cyber awareness in today’s digital 
era. He highlighted how the digital 
revolution has made information eas-
ily accessible, but also warned of the 
risks associated with careless internet 
use. He urged parents and children 
to utilise technology for constructive 
purposes while being vigilant against 
cyber frauds, stressing that clicking 
on inauthentic links and sharing per-
sonal information online could lead to 
severe financial and mental distress.

The SP elaborated the rising 
cases of cyber fraud and empha-
sised the need for collective efforts in 
spreading cyber awareness, particu-
larly in rural areas. He assured that a 
dedicated cybercrime cell is actively 
working to address such issues, and 
encouraged the public to report any 
suspicious online activities.

District Informatics Officer 
(DIO) Pardeep Singh delivered a 
presentation on cyber threats, cyber 
hygiene practices, and safe internet 
usage. He provided insights into how 
individuals can protect themselves 
from online fraud and stay informed 
about cyber security resources.

In Yingkiong, ensuring the 
importance of raising awareness on 
internet online safety and digital well-
being, Upper Siang also joins rest of 
the world in celebrating ‘Safer Internet 
Day’  with theme ’Together for Better 
Internet’ at DC office Yingkiong.

The Deputy Commissioner, 
Upper Siang Sri Talo Jerang, in his 
keynote address to the participants 
emphasised on internet literacy, high-

‘Safer Internet Day’ organised

lighting the importance of digital skills 
and knowledge for individuals to func-
tion in today’s digital world. 

Citing the significance of digi-
tal awareness among the public, DC 
also asked DIO to conduct similar 
workshops for general public, busi-
ness men, youths, women groups etc 
to raise awareness on safe use of in-
ternet and to remain alert from digital 
frauds.

To mark the day DIO Sri Rishi 
Raj gave power point presentation 
on safer internet day and elucidated 
on advantages and disadvantages 
of internet use. He advised the par-
ticipants to use govt generated email 
ids for official correspondences and 
avoid using office Wi-Fi for personal 
uses particularly for social media from 
security point of view. Admin officers, 
District Head of Officers and Govt of-
ficials from GA and various depart-
ments participated in the celebration.

In Upper Subansiri district, 
heads of departments, along with 
officers and officials of the DC’s es-
tablishment attended an awareness 
programme on the Safer Internet Day, 
organised by the National Informatics 
Centre in Daporijo.

During the programme, DIO 
Dinesh Kr Rajak highlighted safe use 
of the internet, and outlined the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of inter-
net technology.

“Cyber fraud and cybercrimes 
are increasing day by day with the 

advancing of AI world; therefore, one 
must be aware of safely using the 
internet,” he said, adding that one 
should not disclose their personal 
information to unknown callers and 
unverified persons in order to avert 
cybercrimes.

In Anjaw district, the day was 
observed at the DC office in head-
quarters Hawai.

DIO Sajal Gupta delivered a 
presentation on the safe use of the 
internet, and explained its demerits, 
such as cyber bullying, phising, vish-
ing, smishing, identity theft, misinfor-
mation, financial fraud, data breach-
es, etc.

HoDs and other officials of 
various departments attended the 
awareness programme.

The West Kameng National 
Informatics Centre also observed the 
Safer Internet Day at Government 
College, Bomdila, with the college 
students and faculty members. 

In Namsai, to raise mass 
awareness about the safe use of the 
Internet, Safer Internet Day was cel-
ebrated at the District Library, Nam-
sai, in conjunction with the rest of the 
country. The program was initiated by 
the Ministry of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology, Government of 
India, through NIC.

The event saw the participa-
tion of around 100 students from vari-
ous colleges, traders, EAC Namsai 
Oni Padun, and government officials. 

PASIGHAT, February 7: 
The three-day training and demon-
stration program on "Mushroom Cul-
tivation Technology" was successfully 
conducted by the Mushroom Develop-
ment Centre (MDC) under the District 
Horticulture Officer, East Siang district, 
from February 5 to 7.

The training sessions were 
held at Rayang village under Ruksin 
circle, Namsing village under Mebo 
sub-division, and the MDC training hall 
at GTC Pasighat.

The training program wit-
nessed active participation from over 
100 individuals, including members of 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), individual 
farmers, and young entrepreneurs. 
The participants expressed their en-

thusiasm for implementing the skills 
gained during the training and urged 
the department to organize more such 
programs in the future.

The primary objective of the 
program was to impart foundational 
knowledge on mushroom cultivation 
and spawn production technology, fo-
cusing particularly on oyster and but-
ton mushroom cultivation.

Participants were also given 
hands-on training and introduced to 
value addition techniques, including 
recycling mushroom substrate for or-
ganic manure, aimed at promoting 
self-employment and sustainable in-
come generation.

District Horticulture Officer A 
R Ering warmly welcomed the partici-

pants and provided an overview of the 
program's objectives. The resource 
persons included Dr RC Shakywar, 
Associate Professor at the Department 
of Plant Pathology, CHF Pasighat; 
Oyin Tayeng, SDHO Pasighat; Oyi 
Modi, HDO Pasighat; Dr Aido Taloh, 
HDO Ruksin; Nuka Dai, HDO MDC 
in-charge Pasighat; and Bini Tagom, 
HMO Mebo.

At the conclusion of the pro-
gram, all participants were provided 
with mushroom cultivation kits, in-
formative pamphlets, and certificates 
of participation. The program received 
positive feedback for its practical ap-
proach and focus on empowering indi-
viduals to explore mushroom farming 
as a viable income-generating activity.

AALO, February 12: 
Block level refresher training pro-
gramme on Localization of Sustaina-
ble Development Goals (LSDGs) and 
Panchayat Development Index (PDI) 
in West Siang district was held at the 
Panchayat office here on Wednesday, 
February 12.

In his inaugural address, ZPC 

Tumpe Ete urged the GPMs and GPCs 
to gain knowledge of various govern-
ment schemes, saying that govern-
ment schemes cannot be properly 
implemented in grass root level with-
out proper training and knowledge. 
He urged the heads of departments 
to implement the schemes from grass 
root level “so that development can 

take place from the villages for Vikshit 
Bharat and Vikshit Arunachal.”

Course director Rode Bui 
highlighted the importance of training 
programme.

The programme was con-
ducted by West Siang district nodal 
officer-cum-district Panchayat devel-
opment officer. 

Refresher training on LSDGs & PDI held

Training and Demonstration program on 
Mushroom Cultivation Technology held

ITANAGAR, February 17: 
In a significant move towards decen-
tralized governance, the Arunachal 
Pradesh Cabinet, headed by Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu, convened its first 
outdoor Cabinet meeting of the current 
tenure at the Mini Secretariat in Nyapin, 
Kurung Kumey district on Monday. This 
marks the fourth such meeting in the 
state’s history, following previous ses-
sions in Seijosa, Pasighat, and Ziro.

Dubbed “Cabinet Aapke Dwar”, 
this initiative reinforces the Pema 3.0 
government's commitment to grass-
roots governance and inclusive deci-
sion-making. The meeting saw a record 
38 agenda items approved—the high-
est in Arunachal Pradesh’s history—
aimed at accelerating the state's overall 
development.

The Cabinet approved a ground-
breaking bill, “Arunachal Pradesh Arun 
Parivar Patra Authority Bill, 2025”, to 
create a family-centric citizen database. 
This initiative will streamline delivery of 
public welfare schemes and services, 
ensuring efficiency and transparency in 
governance.

Aiming for evidence-based gov-
ernance and strategic planning, the 
Cabinet green-lit the establishment of 
the Institute for Transforming Arunachal 
(ITA), a state-level think-tank, in the 
line of NITI Aayog, towards provid-
ing research-backed advisory support, 
policy recommendations, and strategic 
direction to accelerate socio-economic 
development.

To be housed within the Depart-
ment of Finance, Planning & Invest-
ment, it will drive economic growth, 
sustainable development, and policy in-
novation, aligning Arunachal Pradesh’s 
progress with India Vision@2047.

The Cabinet approved the 
‘Arunachal Pradesh Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2025’ to 
ensuring better tax administration and 
compliance of the Arunachal Pradesh 
GST Tax Act, 2017. The Bill is likely to 
be tabled in the ensuing State Assembly 
session.

To curb rampant encroachment 
of government lands, the government 
revised the Arunachal Pradesh Public 

Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized Oc-
cupants) Act, 2003. The amendment 
designates Deputy Commissioners as 
appellate authorities, streamlining land 
dispute resolutions.

The Cabinet approved the 
launch of “Arunachal Pradesh Han-
dloom and Handicrafts Policy-2024,” 
aimed at revitalizing and modernizing 
the state's handloom and handicraft 
sector. The policy envisages a compre-
hensive digital database for weavers 
and artisans to streamline resource allo-
cation and provide customized support. 
Under the policy, recognition of excep-
tional craftsmanship award has been 
increased from Rs 75,000 to 1,00,000, 
while second prize has been increased 
from Rs 65,000 to 75,000.

Towards boosting the child pro-
tection initiatives, Cabinet approved 
270 contractual posts for immediate op-
erationalization of Child Helpline Servic-
es across the State as per guidelines of 
Mission Vatsalya Scheme and Standard 
Operating Procedures (SoPs) of Child.

To enhance emergency re-
sponse, the Council of Ministers ap-
proved the establishment of five new 
Fire Stations in Raga (Kamle), Yupia 
(Papumpare), Boleng (Siang), Lemmi 
(Pakke Kessang) and Tato (Shi-Yomi) 
alongside the creation of 90 new posts.

The Cabinet approved a new Di-
rectorate of Prosecution to expedite le-
gal proceedings, besides giving its nod 
for creation of 84 new posts for pros-
ecution services. It also okayed creation 
of 25 posts of scientific assistant and 
laboratory assistant against five mobile 
forensic vans.

The Cabinet directed for wind-
ing up the isolated engineering wings 
to ensure financial proprietary, quality 
of execution and monitoring and no-
delay in execution of projects. Instead, 
responsibilities will be assigned to engi-
neering departments for efficient project 
management.

Mission Olympics: Aiming for 
Olympic participation, the state will pro-
vide athletes with world-class training, 
expert coaching, and nutritional sup-
port. The focus sports include: Badmin-
ton, Skateboarding, Taekwondo, Judo, 

Weightlifting, and Wushu.
Youth Policy: As the financial 

year 2024-25 has been declared as 
the ‘Year of Youth’, the Cabinet ap-
proved a comprehensive Youth Policy 
with nine development goals, including 
holistic and quality education for youth, 
promoting healthy lifestyle and well-
being of youth, generating sustainable 
employment avenues, and so on

The Cabinet granted State 
Calendar Event status to the Late Ka-
likho Pul Memorial State Table Tennis 
Championship, and the Late Jambey 
Tashi Memorial State Level Tug of War 
Championship.

Revamping the Dulari Kanya 
Scheme, the government enhanced 
the fixed deposit amount from existing 
Rs 20,000 to 30,000 on the institutional 
birth of girl child (to mature at age of 18 
years), and on class XI admission, Rs 
20,000 will be given to the beneficiaries 
through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT), 
totalling Rs 50,000.

The Cabinet was apprised that 
with 22 out of 26 Treasury Offices on-
boarded onto the Centralized Treasury 
NET SYSTEM, the government aims 
for 100% computerization by May 
2025, ensuring transparency and ef-
ficiency.

Key announcements for Ku-
rung Kumey include: Administrative 
Strengthening: New Circle HQ at Pa-
nyu, re-notification of Parsi-Parlo circle 
as ADC (Independent) HQ, and upgra-
dation of CO Sarli to EAC HQ.

Infrastructure & Power: Crea-
tion of PWD Sub-Division at Nyapin 
with sanctioned posts for 1 Assistant 
Engineer (Civil), 1 Upper Division Clerk 
(UDC), and 1 Lower Division Clerk 
(LDC), and Electrical Sub-Divisions at 
Nyapin and Monigaon.

Rural development & roads: 
Creation of Nyobia CD-Block, new 
RWD Division at Koloriang, infrastruc-
tural development of CHC, Sangram, 
construction of Ring Road from Gener-
al Ground to Chera Talo District Hospi-
tal, multipurpose sports hall at Laying, 
Circuit House at Koloriang, and Model 
Anganwadi center cum geriatric care 
(old age) centre in the district HQs.

“Cabinet Aapke Dwar” 
meeting aims at accelerating the 

state’s overall development

ITANAGAR, February 17:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.) inaugurated a 
counseling hall and isolation room 
of Charju De-Addiction Center, near 
Khonsa in Tirap District on 17th Feb-
ruary 2025. Care Me Home Welfare 
Society is running the centre. Care 
Me Home Welfare Society Chairper-
son, Smti Sontung Lowang Bangsia 
and renowned social activist Shri 
Tai Tagak conducted the Governor 
around the Centre and briefed about 
the activities of the NGO.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Governor said that helping an indi-
vidual overcome addiction is no less 
than an act of God. He commended 
the efforts of Care Me Home Welfare 
Society, stating that their work con-
tributes towards ‘Viksit Arunachal’, a 
healthier, more progressive society.

Expressing deep concern 
over rising drug addiction among the 
youth and the threat posed by drug 
peddlers, the Governor stressed 
that drug abuse is eroding the fab-
ric of society. He called upon every 
responsible citizen to take a stand 
against this growing menace.

The Governor urged Pan-
chayat members, Gaon Burahs, and 
community elders to play an active 
role in monitoring, guiding, and men-
toring young individuals, ensuring 
they become responsible and pro-
ductive members of society. He em-
phasized that all efforts be made to 
prevent youth from getting addicted 
to drugs, by early detection and re-
formative action.

Governor inaugurates drug de-addiction facility

Addressing young individuals 
struggling with addiction, the Gover-
nor reassured them that they have a 
future. He encouraged them to be-
lieve in themselves, engage in physi-
cal activities such as sports, and ac-
quire skills that will help them rebuild 
their lives. He also assured them of 
the State Government’s full support 
in their journey to recovery.

As a symbolic gesture of en-
couragement, the Governor present-
ed a ‘Team Arunachal’ lapel pin to a 
reformed youth who shared his per-
sonal battle with addiction. He urged 
him to inspire others by sharing his 
journey and guiding them toward a 
healthier, drug-free life.

The event also saw active 
participation from recovering youth 

and inmates of the rehabilitation 
center.

Local MLA Shri Wanglam 
Sawin and Tirap Deputy Commis-
sioner Shri Techu Aran also spoke 
on the occasion. 

Director General of Police 
Shri Anand Mohan, Inspector Gener-
al of Police, TCL, Shri P.N. Khrimey, 
Superintendent of Police Shri Sing-
jatla Singpho, Government officers 
and officials and Gaon Burahs and 
Panchayat members were present 
on the occasion.

Earlier, arriving at Charju Vil-
lage, the Governor offered prayer 
at Charju Rangsom Hum, an Indig-
enous prayer center, along with the 
local population for the wellbeing of 
all.

CHANGLANG, February 18: 
Changlang Deputy Commissioner 
Vishal Sah, accompanied by Bordum-
sa ADC Suraj Gurung, visited Diyun 
circle on February 17 and 18. During 
the visit, the DC held a review meeting 
with all heads of offices (HOs) to dis-
cuss and assess various developmen-
tal schemes undertaken by different 
departments.

The meeting focused on ini-
tiatives, challenges, and potential solu-
tions. The DC emphasized the impor-
tance of meticulous record-keeping 
and urged all HOs to stay up-to-date 
with all relevant data to facilitate better 
service delivery to beneficiaries. Addi-
tionally, he directed them to complete 
their assigned tasks within the stipulat-
ed time frame, maintaining high-quality 
standards.

The DC, along with the ADC, 
EAC Diyun, and officer-in-charge of 
Diyun PS, also held a meeting with 
representatives of Oil India Limited to 
discuss the management and devel-
opmental activities undertaken by the 
OIL Manabhum camp under its CSR 

initiatives. Security concerns were also 
addressed. Following the meeting, the 
team inspected the EPS, Kumchai.

Further, the DC inspected 
schools and various developmental 
projects implemented by the various 
departments. While visiting the CHC, 
Diyun, the DC and the ADC interacted 
with the beneficiaries of the CMAAY 
scheme.

The DC and ADC also visited 
and reviewed the Residential Board 
Support Program, a district-wide initia-
tive aimed at helping CBSE class X stu-
dents excel in their board exams. This 
program, implemented in collaboration 
with the Indian Foundation for Educa-
tion Transformation (IFET), provides 
essential academic support to students. 
The DC and ADC commended the ded-
ication of IFET members and interacted 
with students, encouraging them to be 
sincere in their studies and responsible 
in their approach to education.

Interaction-cum-awareness 
program

Meanwhile, an interaction-cum-
awareness programme was success-

DC reviews various developmental 
schemes undertaken by departments

fully conducted today at the Community 
Hall, Diyun, which brought together key 
stakeholders and the general public to 
discuss various developmental initia-
tives.

Speaking at the event, local MLA 
Nikh Kamin highlighted the fast paced 
developments going on in Arunachal 
Pradesh and Bordumsa-Diyun in par-
ticular. Elaborating on the Govt’s efforts 
to reach remote areas, he encouraged 
citizens to think beyond conventional 
approaches and take full advantage of 
the Govt’s initiatives. Additionally, he 
made a strong appeal to the youth to 
stay away from drug abuse, emphasiz-
ing the need for a healthier and more 
progressive society.

DC Vishal Sah highlighted the 
various Govt schemes and encouraged 
people to take full advantage of them. 
He also spoke about the ongoing devel-
opmental activities in the Diyun circle, 
urging the public to extend their support 
and cooperation with the administration 
for effective implementation.

ADC Gurung also emphasized 
the importance of collaboration and ac-
tive participation in the district’s devel-
opmental activities and urged all pre-
sent to extend full cooperation to district 
administration in implementing various 
schemes and welfare programs.

A PowerPoint presentation on 
various schemes was delivered by the 
Branch Manager, SBI Diyun.

An open discussion session 
was also held, providing an opportu-
nity for attendees to clarify doubts and 
address concerns related to various 
schemes and guidelines. 

LIKHABALI, February 18:
The 3rd edition of the Inter-Depart-
mental Sports Meet 2025 concluded 
on Tuesday, February 18 with an 
exhilarating football match between 
the Health Department and the Gen-
eral Administration (GA) Department. 
The grand finale saw an intense bat-
tle on the field, culminating in a dra-
matic penalty shootout.

The Health Department took 
an early lead with a well-crafted goal, 
but the GA Department responded 
with determination, leveling the score 
at 1-1 by the end of regulation time. 
The match proceeded to a nerve-
wracking penalty shootout, where 

the GA Department emerged victo-
rious with a 5-4 scoreline, demon-
strating remarkable composure and 
teamwork.

The event was witnessed by 
ADC Headquarter Mokar Riba, Ain-
stein Koyu ADC Nari, various Heads 
of Departments (HODs), and the 
enthusiastic public of Likabali. Their 
presence added to the significance 
of the occasion, fostering a spirit of 
unity and sportsmanship among the 
participants.

The sports meet was inaugu-
rated by ZPM Gensi Dapu Doke in 
the esteemed presence of Deputy 
Commissioner Shri Rujjum Rakshap 

and Superintendent of Police Shri 
Gothambo Dajangju. Their partici-
pation highlighted the importance of 
such events in promoting community 
spirit and inter-departmental coop-
eration.

The organizing committee 
congratulates the General Admin-
istration Department for their hard-
earned victory and commends the 
Health Department for their competi-
tive spirit and performance.

The successful conclusion of 
this sports meet underscores the im-
portance of inter-departmental cama-
raderie and the role of sports in pro-
moting cooperation and team spirit.

Inter-Departmental Sports Meet conducted

MOGTO, February 18: 
The 38th battalion of the Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB) conducted a vet-
erinary camp under its civic action 
programme, providing essential vet-
erinary services to livestock and pet 
owners, in Mogto and Serjong vil-
lages in Tawang district on Tuesday, 
February 18.

The camp was organised un-
der the supervision of SSB 2iC Dr 

Sudhir Sangma and Jang EAC Dr 
Honjon Perme.

A total of 34 livestock and pet 
owners benefitted from the camp, 
where 260 animals, including cattle, 
goats, dogs, and poultry were treated 
and vaccinated.

As part of the initiative, live-
stock owners were also educated 
on foot and mouth disease (FMD), 
lumpy skin disease (LSD), rabies, 

and tick-borne protozoan diseases. 
They were encouraged to adopt best 
practices such as periodic de-worm-
ing, routine use of topical flumethrin, 
and regular vaccinations against 
FMD, LSD, and rabies.

Awareness was also spread 
on the importance of regular live-
stock examinations to prevent com-
mon diseases and enhance produc-
tivity. 

Veterinary camp conducted

TEZU, February 13: 
A meeting of the District Road Safety 
Committee was held at the District 
Secretariat here today under the 
chairmanship of Lohit Deputy Com-
missioner Kesang Ngurup Damo to 
review and discuss road safety meas-
ures in the district.

The DC stressed the impor-
tance of traffic awareness among the 
public. The PWD Executive Engineer 
presented the action taken report from 
the previous meeting, following which 
the DC assessed the progress of ear-
lier safety measures and suggested 
further improvements.

During the meeting, it was 
decided that road signage that does 
not accurately depict directions or 
locations should be reviewed and re-
installed with correct information. Ad-
ditionally, regular traffic awareness 
campaigns will be conducted with the 

involvement of local organizations, 
media, student unions, and students.

It was also decided that any 
encroachment along the Right of Way 
(RoW) of the roads must be reported 
to the district administration at the 
earliest. The provision of speed break-
ers, blinkers, and traffic signal lights 
should be made at strategic locations 
only after coordination with the Police 
department to ensure efficiency.

To enhance pedestrian safety, 
proper sensitization regarding the 
risks of jogging or walking along the 
National Highway will be conducted 
through a public announcement sys-
tem. Regular jungle clearance along 
the highway will also continue to im-
prove visibility. Furthermore, vehicles 
such as tractors without proper rear 
lighting will be required to paste retro-
reflective materials to enhance visibil-
ity at night, and old trucks with faulty 

lighting will be inspected and directed 
to rectify the issues.

SP Thutan Jamba provided 
data on recent road accidents in the 
district, which showed a decline in fa-
talities in recent years. He attributed 
this to strict traffic rule enforcement 
and public awareness campaigns. 
However, he urged road agencies to 
consult the Police Department before 
installing road accessories, as they 
have firsthand knowledge of accident-
prone areas.

DC K N Damo also gave a Pow-
erPoint presentation on efficient traffic 
management in Arunachal Pradesh, 
highlighting key challenges and pos-
sible solutions with relevant data and 
examples. He emphasized the need 
for proper coordination among all 
stakeholders and urged that the meet-
ing's resolutions be implemented ef-
fectively for the welfare of the public. 

DC reviews road safety measures during 
District Road Safety Committee meeting


