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ITANAGAR, March 22:
The Governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh Lt. General KT Parnaik, 
PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd.) pre-
sented Governor’s Citation to 6th-
Battalion of The Assam Rifles in the 
Vivekananda Hall of at Raj Bhavan, 
Itanagar on 22nd March 2024. The 

Governor cited the Battalion for 
their alert operational duty and 
good work in extending valuable 
help and assistance to the Civil Ad-
ministration and the local popula-
tion.

Colonel Aman Ahluwalia, 
Commanding Officer along with 

Governor presents citation 
to 6 Assam Rifles ZIRO, March 27: 

A total of eight candidates filed their 
election nomination papers for the 16th 
Yachuli and 17th Ziro-Hapoli assembly 
constituencies here on Wednesday, 
March 27.

Returning officers for the as-
sembly constituencies Vivek HP and 
Himani Meena informed that for the Ya-
chuli assembly constituency seat, Taba 
Tedir from BJP, Toko Tatung from NCP 
and Toko Takam and Toko Chada as 
independent have filed their nomination 
papers.

For the Ziro-Hapoli assembly 
constituency seat, Hage Appa from 
the BJP, Tapi Mali from the PPA, Hage 
Nama and Hage Kobing as independ-
ent candidates have filed their nomina-
tions.

DEO Vivek HP further informed 
that so far 1334 or 55% percent arms 

deposit had taken place in the twin dis-
tricts of Lower Subansiri and Keyi Pan-
yor.

“We want to ensure 100 % arms 
deposit in the twin districts.

Hence, the time limit for arms 
deposit will be extended for a few more 
days and I once again appeal to all 
the license holders of the twin districts 
to deposit their arms at their nearest 
police stations lest their licenses are 
cancelled,” appealed the DC-cum-DEO 
Vivek H.P.

Meanwhile, the students of St. 
Claret College performed a street play 
on ‘Voting Rights’ at the Gandhi Market 
traffic point. The voting awareness cam-
paign will also be performed in other 
areas of the districts to generate more 
awareness on the importance of voting 
and to increase the turn out of the vot-
ers.

Tedir and 7 others file 
nominations

Subedar Major Ramesh Ram and 
RiflemanN Suresh Singh received 
the citation for 6 Assam Rifles.

The Governor commended 
Colonel Ahluwalia and all Ranks of 
the 6thBattalion of Assam Rifles for 
effectively performing their opera-
tional role, strengthening synergy 
with the District Administration and 
creating an excellent bonhomie 
with the local population in their 
area of deployment.

The Governor said that the 
professionalism and devotion to 
duty of the 6 Assam Rifles, which 
was deployed at Khonsa in Tirap 
District of the State of Arunachal 
Pradesh from 09 February 2020 
to 03 November 2023, were in-
strumental for the success of the 
intelligence mission and operations 
where in insurgents were neutral-
ised and hardcore insurgents and 
over ground workers apprehended. 
In keeping with the finest traditions 
of military service, the Battalion has 
facilitated the surrender of numbers 
of active insurgents of Tirap and 
Longding Districts. Effective domi-
nation, proactive operations and 
‘Zero Human Rights Violation’ re-
flect great credit upon the Unit and 
the Indian Armed Forces, he said.

ITANAGAR, March 21: 
State Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Pawan Kumar Sain appealed to all 
stakeholders in the simultaneous as-
sembly and parliamentary elections 
to adhere to the Election Commis-
sion of India’s (ECI) guidelines.

Presiding over a meeting with 
representatives of all the political 
parties at Nirvachan Bhavan here on 
Thursday, March 21 the CEO high-
lighted the enforcement of the model 
code of conduct (MCC) in the state, 
such as seizure of money and other 
valuable items at nakas/check gates, 
etc.

The list of dos and don’ts for 
the candidates and political parties, 
to be observed from the announce-
ment of the election until the comple-
tion of the process of election, was 

circulated among the representatives 
during the meeting.

The CEO explained to the 
representatives the expenditure unit, 
affidavit, criminal antecedents, per-
mits for vehicles, media certification 
and monitoring committee (MCMC), 
etc.

He informed that senior officer 
Toko Babu has been deputed to the 
CEO office to work as the public re-
lations officer (PRO) to provide any 
clarification to all concerned.

Regarding security of candi-
dates, the CEO informed that “se-
curity of any protectee or candidate 
cannot be compromised during elec-
tion and security review committee 
headed by the chief secretary will 
look into security coverage to entitled 
public functionaries.”

He said that state police will 
provide pilot and escort with security 
personnel to protected persons as 
per the ECI guideline.

State nodal officer for MCC, 
RK Sharma highlighted all the direc-
tions of ECI on “criminal anteced-
ents.”

State nodal officer for law & 
order, VM & security, Anant Mittal 
informed that “all the political party 
representatives may lodge complaint 
online in cVIGIL or helpline number 
1950 with a verified allegations/fac-
tual data, if any, to reach at logical 
conclusion.”

The meeting was attended 
by representatives of all the political 
parties, namely, BJP, NPP, NCP, INC, 
GSP, ADP and JD (U), said a release 
from Nirvachan Bhavan.

CEO urges stakeholders to adhere to ECI guidelines

LIKABALI, March 27: 
Former chief minister GegongApang 
will contest the legislative assembly 
election from Nari-Koyu seat in Lower 
Siang district.

Apang filed his nomination pa-
pers for the 19 April assembly election 
on the last day on Wednesday, March 
27 as a candidate from the Arunachal 

Democratic Party (ADP).
Meanwhile, Kardo Nyigyor and 

Tojir Kadu, both BJP nominees filed 
two and three sets of nomination pa-
pers each from the Likabali and Nari-
Koyu assembly constituency, respec-
tively in addition to the nominations 
they had filed on Tuesday, March 26.

Apang files nomination papers, 
to contest from Nari-Koyu seat

AALO, March 26:
Union minister Kiren Rijiju on Tuesday, 
March 26 filed his nomination as the 
BJP candidate for the Arunachal West 
parliamentary constituency.

Rijiju filed his papers in Aalo, 
the headquarters of West Siang district, 
election officials said.

The earth sciences minister 
was accompanied by Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu and MLAs Kento Jini and 

Nyamar Karbak.
Former Chief minister and Aru-

nachal Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Nabam Tuki also filed 
his nomination for the Arunachal West 
seat.

Besides the two big players, 
Ruhi Tagung, Bimpak Siga and Toko 
Sheetal also filed their nominations for 
the Arunachal West parliamentary con-
stituency.

Five candidates file nomination for Arunachal 
West Parliamentary Constituency

YUPIA, March 26:
In Papum Pare district, nominations 
for the three assembly constituencies 
were filed on Tuesday, March 26 in 
headquarters Yupia.

Techi Kaso of the BJP and Tai 
Tadap of the NPP filed nominations 

for the Itanagar assembly constitu-
ency (AC), while Tana Hali Tara of the 
BJP, Nabam Vivek of the PPA, and 
Nabam Tado of the INC filed nomina-
tions for the Doimukh AC.

Ratu Techi of the BJP filed the 
nomination for the Sagalee AC.

LIKABALI, March 26: 
A total of three candidates on Tuesday, 
March 26 filed their nomination papers 
at the returning officer’s office here in 
Lower Siang district for the assembly 
election.

Sitting MLA Kardo Nyigyor filed 
a set of nomination papers as the BJP 
candidate for the Likabali assembly con-
stituency, and independent candidate 
Moli Riba has also filed his nomination 

paper for the same constituency.
BJP candidate Tojir Kadu filed 

his nomination paper for the Nari-Koyu 
assembly constituency.

Meanwhile, the second phase 
of election training for polling and pre-
siding officers of the Likabali constitu-
ency began here on Tuesday.

Fifty officials were imparted 
training by the resource persons on the 
first day of the training.

Nominations filed

3 candidates file nomination at Likabali

RONO HILLS, March 21: 
Rajiv Gandhi University (RGU) here 
signed a tripartite memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) virtually with 
New Delhi-based People to People 
Health Foundation (PPHF) and Gu-
wahati (Assam)-based North East 
Agro Products Pvt Ltd (NEAPPL) for 
academic and research collaboration, 
on 15 March.

“It was officially exchanged on 
21 March at RGU, in the presence 
of RGU VC Prof Saket Kushwaha, 

PPHF director (operation) Varghese 
C Joseph, and NEAPPL director Bi-
puSaharia,” the university informed in 
a release.

Prof Kushwaha expressed 
hope that the MoU would be “instru-
mental in improvising the youths of 
Arunachal Pradesh to get cutting edge 
academic and research exposure, 
as the state is a hub to various cit-
rus food and other agricultural crops, 
though we don’t have any functional 
food processing unit as of now.”

“RGU will allocate some 
space to both parties, having no fi-
nancial obligations on its part, and it 
will be beneficial to all stakeholders,” 
he added.

While accepting the docu-
ments, RGU Registrar Dr NT Rikam 
said that the MoU would “strengthen 
the academic and research pursuits 
for the three organisations, gener-
ate human resource, and benefit the 
growers.”

RGU inks tripartite MoU 
for academic, research collab

PASIGHAT, March 21:
In connection with the upcoming 
elections 2024, election expenditure 
observer Nitin Kumar Jaiman, who 
arrived Pasighat yesterday held con-
sultative meeting with various teams 
and committees under the Election 
Expenditure Monitoring (EEM) Cell on 
Thursday, March 21at the Siang Guest 
House conference hall, Pasighat. 

Jaiman briefed on the role and 
responsibility of various teams and 
committees and asserted that the 
main focus of EEM Cell was to provide 
transparency and accountability of 
candidates’ expenditure during elec-
tions for clean and fair election. 

The EOwhile appraising the 
monitoring committees about their du-
ties urged them to be thorough with 
their assigned duties and directed to 
coordinate with various teams while 
performing their duties. 

The briefing concluded with 
interaction and clarification of doubts 
from the observer.

Election 
expenditure 

observer holds 
meeting

ITANAGAR, March 22:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, 
UYSM, YSM (Retd.) has appealed to 
the people of the State to be part of 
‘Earth Hour’, a very vital endeavour of 
the ‘World Wide Fund for Nature’. 

The Governor said that Earth 
Hour encourages people to take con-
crete actions to reduce their carbon 
footprint and advocate for policies 
that support renewable energy, ener-
gy efficiency and conservation efforts. 
It empowers individuals and commu-
nities to contribute to global efforts to 
mitigate climate change, he said.

The Governor called for inno-
vation and creativity in finding sustain-
able solutions to environmental chal-
lenges. He urged every concerned 
citizen to promote the development 
and adoption of clean technologies, 
green practices, and eco-friendly life-
styles that can help build a more re-
silient and sustainable future for the 
planet.

Governor appeals 
to the people to 

participate in 
the ‘Earth Hour’ 

initiatives

Cash and liquor 
seized by flying squad
PASIGHAT, March 22:
A total of 31,95,700 in cash, in ad-
dition to IMFL worth approximately 
Rs 32,410, were seized by the fly-
ing squad over the last two days 
here in East Siang district.
	 According to official in-
formation, the police seized Rs 
1,50,000 from Mirmir Charali area, 
Rs 29,69,700 from near Kalibari, 
and Rs 76,500 from Raneghat 
area during a search operation on 
Thursday, March 21

Drug peddlers ar-
rested

NAHARLAGUN, March 27: 
A team of Naharlagun police led by 
OC inspector K. Dev apprehended 
three drug peddlers from various 
locations here under its ‘Operation 
Dawn’ on Tuesday, March 26.
	 The arrested persons were 
identified as Puni Mossang (21), 
Kadum Yomso (31) and Rei John 
(19).
	 The police seized 50 vials 
and one polythene packet contain-
ing suspected contraband drug 
(heroin) weighing approximately 
76.8 grams. Additionally, 117 emp-
ty vials were seized from their pos-
session.
	 The team was supervised 
by Naharlagun SP Mihin Gambo 
and SDPO Paul Jerang, said an of-
ficial release.

Pasighat WPS arrest-
ed alleged rapist

PASIGHAT, March 26: 
As per East Siang Superintendent 
of Police Dr. SK Singhal Pasighat 
police under his supervision has 
arrested one Tabang Taboh, 39yrs 
from Kaying village, under Siang on 
Friday (Mar-22) last in connection 
with an attempt to murder and rape 
case which was registered at Wom-
en Police Station (WPS)Pasighat 
vide WPS Psg c/no.12/2024 u/s 
341/325/307/376/506 IPC. 
	 SP Singhal informed that af-
ter a night long search, the alleged 
accused who was intentionally 
evading arrest and heading towards 
Siang district was nabbed by OC 
WPS Pasighat Ojum Riba under his 
supervision with the help of Pangin 
police comprising of DySP S. Ten-
zin, SI M. Rambo and their team had 
successfully intercepted the alleged 
accused at Pangin who was on the 
run after committing the offence.

EO holds next round 
of meeting with NOs

PASIGHAT, March 22:
The Expenditure Observer for East 
Siang,Nitin Kumar Jaiman, held his 
next round of meeting with Nodal 
Officers of Media Certification & 
Monitoring Committee ( MCMC) , 
Call Centre, C Vigil and Complaint 
redressal teams at DC Office here 
in the presence of DEO , Tayi Taggu 
and SP Dr. Sachin Kumar Singhal 
here on March 22
	 The EO instructed all Nodal 
Officers and members to comply 
their assigned duties with due dili-
gence and dedication, so that ensu-
ing elections in the district is con-
ducted in a free,fair and transparent 
manner.
	 The EO asked the MCMC 
team to publish his contact number 
in media and newspapers to enable 
to contact him directly between 9 
A.M. and 10 A.M after 26th March 
onwards. He also gave specific in-
structions to Expenditure Monitoring 
Committee team to file report timely. 
EO also suggested measures to fur-
ther strengthen the FST and SST 
team and also asked the DEO and 
SP for proper technical and man-
power support in certain aspects.
	 The EO further asked the 
MCMC team for strict monitoring of 
print, electronic and social media.
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Wordly Wise

Departure 
Times
05.00pm
02.00pm
02.30pm
12.00 noon
01.00pm
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
01.00 pm
02.30 pm
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
05.30 am
01.00 pm
07.00 am
07.00 am  
& 01.00 pm

Service line
Hospitals

General Hospitals, Naharlagun
Casuality wing 	 : 0360-2246677		  CMO 	     : 0360-2244293
Med.Supdtt.	 : 0360-2244156		  Ambulance     : 0360-2244479
R.K.Mission Hospital, Itanagar		  : 0360-2212263
Heema Hospital, Itanagar		  : 0360-2291094
Niba Hospital, Pappu-Nallah		  : 0360-2244574
Hospital in Guwahati
GNRC Hospital 			   : 0361-2227701/2227702/2227703
Down Town Hospital 			   : 0361-2336906/2336911
GMC Hospital 			   : 0361-2528417/2529457
International Hospital			   : 0361-2347700/2347701
B.Barooah Cancer Institute		  : 0361-2472364

POLICE STATION

FIRE  STATION

Itanagar 		  : 0360-2212233     Naharlagun		   : 0360-2244329
Nirjuli 		  : 0360-2257220     Doimukh		   : 0360-2277220
Banderdewa 	 : 0360-2266236

Itanagar : 0360-2212640            		  Naharlagun : 0360-2244399
APST BUS SERVICE

Type of 
Service
Night Service       
Night Service        
Night Service        
Night Service         
Night Service       
Night Service      
Night Service   
Night Service          
Night Service                  
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service      
Day Service    
Day Service       
Day Service     
Day Service      
Day Service      
Day service
Mail Service       
Day Service    

Sl.
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Name 
of Route         
Itanagar-Shillong  
Itanagar-Nyapin      
Itanagar-Aalo         
Itanagar-Daporijo   
Itanagar-Yingkiong 
Itanagar-Seppa     
Itanagar-Khonsa    
Itanagar-Tezu        
Itanagar-Koloriang  
Itanagar-Guwahati 
Itanagar-Aalo      
Itanagar-Pasighat 
Itanagar-Tirbin    
Itanagar-Bomdila
Itanagar-Palin   
Itanagar-Sagalee
Itanagar-Ampoli  
Itanagar-Mengio 
Itanagar-Kimin  
Itanagar-Gerukhamukh           
Itanagar-Balijan  
Itanagar-Tarasso 
Itanagar-Sonajuli 
Itanagar-Lilabari 
Itanagar- Jote    

Service Days

Daily Service     
Mon /Thu/Sat      
Daily Service       
Daily Service           
Alternate Day         
Daily Service            
Sun/Mon/Wed/Thu        
Tuesday only              
Daily Service                
Daily Service                
Daily Service               
Daily Service               
Mon/Thu/Sat                  
Daily Service except Fri   
Sun/Wed/Fri                     
Mon/Wed/Fri                   
Sun/Tue/Thu                    
Sun/Tue/Thu                     
Daily Service except Sat  
Daily Service except Fri  
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sat 
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sun  
Daily Service except Sun  

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

( Dauphin Pawan Hans) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY

TUESDA Y

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDA Y

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

STATION
Naharlagun
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin	
Pasighat	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini	
Roing 
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat

Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Namsai	 “
Tezu	
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai	
Mohanbari
	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE

DEP.TIME
09:00	
10:30	
10:55	
11:50	
12:45	
13:15	

09:00	
10:15	
10:50	
11:15	
11:40	
12:05	
13:10	
	
09:00	
10:10	
10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:20
12:40
13:00
13:50	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:45	
11:25	
12:05	
13:00	
	
09:00	
10:30	
11:10	
11:35	
12:15	
12:55	
13:20	
14:20

STATION
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat
Roing
Anini
Roing
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Maio
Vijaynagar
Miao
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Namsai
Tezu
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

ARR.TIME
10:05
10:50
11:45
12:40
13:05
14:20

09:45
10:45
11:10
11:35
12:00
12:45
13:55

09:45
10:40
11:05
11:35
12:15
12:35
12:55
13:20
14:55

09:45
10:40
11:20
12:00
12:45
13:45

09:45
11:05
11:30
12:10
12:50
13:15
13:55
15:05

FLY.TIME
1:05
0:20
0:50
0:50
0:20

1:05 .
4:30
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:40
0:45
3:40
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
0:15
0:15
0:20

01:05
4:30
0:45
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:45
4:00
0:45
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:45
4:30

“Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on 
the present moment.”-Buddha

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

(MI-172 Pawan Hans/Skyone) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

TUESDA Y
(Sky one MI-172)

WEDNESDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

THURSDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

FRIDA Y
(Sky one MI-172)

SATURDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

SUNDAY
STATION

Naharlagun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati	
	

Naharlagun
Guwahati	
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
	

Naharlagun
Guwahati

Naharlagun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati	

	
Naharl
agun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati

Naharlagun
Guwahati		
	

OFF/MAINTANANCE
DEP.TIME
08:00	

10:05	
12:00	
13:55	

08:00	
10:15	
12:00	
13:55	

	
10:00	
13:30	

	
08:00	
10:05	
12:00	
13:55	

	
08:00
10:05
12:00
13:55	

	
10:00	
13:30

STATION

Guwahati

Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharlagun
	
	
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati 
Naharalgun 

Guwahati
Naharalgun

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharalgun	
	

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharlagun

Guwahati
Naharalgun
ARR.TIME

09:20
11:15

13:10
15:15

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

11:20
14:50

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

11:20
14:50

FLY.TIME

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20

5:00

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:20
2:40

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:20
2:40

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

(MI-172 Pawan Hans/Skyone) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY
(Skyone MI-172)

TUESDA Y
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

WEDNESDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

THURSDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

FRIDA Y
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
STATION

Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Yingkiong
Tuting	
Singa 
Tuting
Yingkiong
Pasighat
Mohanbari

Naharlagun
Ziro	
Tali	
Damin	
Ziro	
	
Naharlagun
Ziro	
Daporijo	 “
Taksing	
Daporijo
Ziro	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE
DEP.TIME
09:00	
10:00	

10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:05	
12:25	
13:00	
13:40

09:00	
10:20	
11:10	
11:50	
12:30	
13:30	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:50	
11:30	
11:55	
12:20
12:45
13:10
14:00 
14:40	
	
09:00	
09:50	
10:25	
10:50	
11:25	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:40	
11:40	
12:20
13:30
STATION
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing

Anini
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Mohanbari	
Naharalgun

Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Yingkiong
Tuting	
Singa 
Tuting
Yingkiong
Pasighat
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Ziro	
Tali	
Damin	
Ziro
Naharlagun 

Ziro
Daporijo
Taksing
Daporijo
Ziro
Naharlagun

ARV. TIME
09:55
10:30
11:05

11:40
12:00
12:20
12:40
13:30
14:35

09:55
11:00
11:45
12:25
13:10
14:25

09:55
10:35
11:25
11:50
12:15
12:40
13:05
13:45
14:35
15:35

09:30
10:20
10:45
11:20
11:55

09:30
10:30
11:15
12:15
12:50
14:00

FLY.TIME
0:55
0:30
0:20
0:30

0:15
0:15
0:15
0:30
0:55 .
4:25
0:55
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:55
4:20
0:55
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:55
5:30
0:30
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
2:20
0:30
0:30
0:35
0:35
0:30
0:30
3:10

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

(Contd from P-1)

 According to Christian belief, Good Friday marks the day when Jesus was 
crucified. This event is central to Christian theology, representing the sac-

rificial death of Jesus to atone for the sins of humanity. Jesus Christ was 
worshipped as a ‘God’ because of his sacrifice for humanity and helping 
people to their righteous path. Good Friday is celebrated on the Friday before 
Easter. This year, Good Friday will be celebrated on 29th March 2024.

On Good Friday, devotees engage in fasting and visit seven churches, 
reflecting on the fourteen Stations of the Cross. The day is marked by solemn 
prayers and church services where passages from the Bible are shared. Also, 
a ritual involves the veneration of the cross, symbolizing Christ’s sacrifice.

According to Christianity, Jesus was believed to be the Son of God, 
who was on his mission to help people with their miseries and lead a peaceful 
life. Christians believe that Jesus’ death on the cross was God’s plan for the 
salvation of humanity. Through his death, Jesus paid the price for humanity’s 
sins, offering them forgiveness and reconciliation with God.

Today, Good Friday is seen as a day of redemption. Jesus’s sacrifices 
serve as a reminder to be redeemed and experience spiritual renewal. On 
this day, Christians reflect on the suffering and sacrifices of Jesus.

Christians believe that Good Friday is an opportunity to engage in 
spiritual reflection, repentance, and prayer. It is a time to contemplate the 
significance of Jesus’ death and its implications for their faith and lives.

Since ours is a secular country, we have a public holiday on Good 
Friday, Christmas, or any other religious festival. On Good Friday, schools, 
colleges, and offices are closed, but there is more to this. 

Good Friday celebrations are marked by ritualistic and traditional ac-
tivities, including the special church service, veneration of the cross, fastings 
and abstinence, etc. 

On Good Friday, Christians attend the special church services. These 
services include readings from the Bible recounting the events leading up to 
Jesus’ crucifixion, and hymns and prayers reflecting on his sacrifice.

On Good Friday, The Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church-
es, and some Anglican churches have a formal Adoration of the Cross. This 
ritual involves venerating a representation of the cross, often with a cer-
emony where worshippers approach the cross to kiss or bow before it as a 
sign of reverence and devotion.

Fasting and abstinence by Christians on Good Friday is a form of 
penance and spiritual discipline. Some people eat fruits and vegetables, 
while others only drink water.

Good Friday is a day of remembrance, worship, and spiritual contem-
plation for Christians. It commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and 
the sacrifice he made for humanity.  It’s a timeless testament to the enduring 
power of faith, hope, and love. Good Friday sets the stage for Easter, which 
is celebrated on the next Sunday after Good Friday.

Good Friday

Apang files nomination papers, to contest from...

RGU inks tripartite MoU for academic...

Moli Riba, who had filed a set of nomination papers on Tuesday as an independent from Likabali assembly constituency, added two more sets of nomi-
nations as the time for filing of nomination papers closes on Wednesday, March 27.

RGU Finance Officer Prof Otem Padung termed it “a welcoming step towards building cooperation,” while PPHF Northeast chapter project manager 
Pinky Dutta Mechi informed that “the PPHF shall be providing equipment to RGU for establishing a food processing unit under the university’s food technol-
ogy department, which will further work for holistic rural development programme of the HDFC bank.”

RGU Joint Registrar Dr David Pertin informed that “the validity of the MoU will be for three years initially, and shall be subject to renewal and shall 
focus on the establishment of a food processing unit in the RGU campus.”

RGU’s Food Technology Department Head Dr Sandeep Janghu and NEAPPL marketing manager Tripti Khanna also spoke.

TAWANG, March 24: 
The Tawang District Health Soci-
ety observed the National TB Day at 
Khandro Drowa Zangmo District Hos-
pital here on Sunday, March 24.

Speaking on the occasion, 
ADC (HQ) Sang Khandu emphasised 
the importance of raising awareness 
to eradicate TB, “particularly through 
the involvement of PRI members, 
ASHAs, and anganwadi workers,” 
while District TB Control Officer Dr 
Urgen Lhamu thanked the nikshay-
mitras “for their role in providing ad-
ditional nutritional support to patients 
through monthly food baskets under 

the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan.”

National TB Elimination Pro-
gramme PMDT TB/HIV coordinator 
Phurpa Rinchin provided insights 
into the schemes available for TB 
patients, and the gram chairpersons 
of 15 TB-free villages were honoured 
with certificates.

DMO Dr Rinchin Neema and 
Medical Superintendent Dr N Nam-
shum also spoke.

Among others, DTO Dr Urgen 
Lhamu, the chairpersons from the TB-
free gram panchayats, and ASHAs 
participated in the programme. 

Word TB day observed

MARCH, March 24:
A comprehensive briefing session 
for micro-observers for the upcoming 
election was conducted at ZPC Hall, 
Yupia on Saturday, March 24. 

Bengia Yakar, PD-cum-Nodal 
Officer to Observer, explained the role 

of micro-observers and stressed on 
the importance of timely reporting to 
the General Observer on polling day. 

“Micro-observers play a cru-
cial role in ensuring the integrity and 
transparency of elections. “She added 
while urging the micro -observers to 

observe the election process at poll-
ing stations and report any irregulari-
ties or violations of the election code 
of conduct.

Dr. Dana Unna, the Nodal Of-
ficer of the training cell, discussed 
vulnerabilities, critical polling stations, 

and the implementation of advanced 
technology like webcasting at key 
polling stations.

Further, micro-observers from 
states participating in the first phase 
of the election were reminded to uti-
lize postal ballot facilities.

Comprehensive briefing session on Micro-observers held

PASIGHAT,March 22:
As part of PoshanPakhwada 2024, 
DDICDS East Siang, WCD depart-
ment on March 22 organized a Dis-

trict level Nutrition Fair competition 
participated by Pasighat, Mebo and 
Ruksin ICDS projects at DC Confer-
ence Hall. 

Nutritional-fair promoting local food under Poshan Pakhawada
A variety of recipes werepre-

sented using locally available nutri-
tious food items like finger millets, fox 
millets, maize, local rice, vegetables 
and fruits to create mass awareness 
on the importance of balanced nutri-
tion to combat malnutrition of children, 
pregnant and lactating mothers and 
also sensitize the masses on whole-
some balanced nutrition in today’s 
world where many health ailments are 
caused by wrong dietary habits and 
dependence on processed food .

DDICDS & Nodal 
Officer,Poshan Abhiyan,Machi Gao, 
on the occasion informed that the 
weeklong PoshanPakhwada and 
Nutrition fair is organized with the 
aim to promote PoshanbhiPad-
haiBhi (PBPB), promote traditional 
and local dietary practices, healthy 
pregnant mother and Infant and 
young child feeding practice in every 
household and family. DDICDS also 
stressed the importance of nutria-

gardens(Poshanvatikas) for providing 
fresh and organic nutritional fruits and 
vegetables year round adding that a 
model poshan garden is being set up 
in Napit.

DRCHO, Dr. N.Angu as Re-
sourcepersons stressed on proper 
nutrition and balanced diet in combat-
ing obesity, anemia, stunted growth 
etc in children and various health 
modern day health issues. The DR-
CHO also stressed on breastfeeding 
and routine vaccination adding that 
during MonthlyVillage Health and Nu-
trition Day,regular awareness should 
be conducted.

DDSE,OdhukTabing also 
spoke on the occasion. First prize 
team winners representingPasighat 
ICDS project alongwith Ruksin and 
Mebo ICDS projects team also re-
ceived certificates of appreciations.
Supervisors, GramSevikas, Angan-
wadi workers and staff of ICDS project 
joined the Nutritional fair.

YUPIA, March 25: 
A total of Rs. 51,75,200 in cash, in ad-
dition to IMFL, arms and other items 
have been seized by the FSTs and 
SSTs since the implementation of the 
Model Code of Conduct on 16thMarch 
evening in Papum Pare. 

The FSTs and SSTs for Papum 

Pare covering three constituencies 
viz 13- Itanagar, 14- Doimukh and 
15- Sagaleehave been conductingrig-
orous checking to monitor transporta-
tion of cash and kinds to lure voters, 
violation of MCC or any other electoral 
malpractices.

Integrated checkpoints com-

prising of Police, officials from Tax 
and Excise, Forests, mininghave 
been set up at vital places to ensure 
improved coordination, reduce delays 
for the commuters and for data shar-
ing to improve decision -making and 
seizure reports.

DEO, Jiken Bomjenhas ap-

pealed to all the owners of the arms 
license to deposit their arms in the 
nearest Police Station by the end of 
this week; failing to do will lead to can-
cellation of the license. 

He also appealed to the public 
to cooperate with the FSTs,SSTs and 
police on duty.

SSTs and FSTs seize Rs.51,75,200 
in Papum Pare since MCC
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RONO HILLS, March 22:
A memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) was signed between Rajiv 
Gandhi University (RGU) and Foun-
dation for Non-Violent Alternatives 
(FNVA), New Delhi, for academic and 
research collaborations.

The MoU, virtually signed on 
15 March with the registrarof the uni-
versity and the founding trustee of the 
FNVA as the signatories, was officially 
exchanged on 22 March, in the pres-
ence of RGU Vvice Chancellor Prof 
Saket Kushwaha and FNVA trustee 
Dr OP Tandon.

Prof Kushwana said, “RGU, 
being a central university located 
strategically, has many important 
and relevant departments of studies, 
such as national security studies, his-
tory, geography, political science and 
geo-informatics, and could provide an 
ideal platform for academic interac-
tion in the field of Himalayan studies 
in general.”

“The ideas and approaches of 
its faculty and local resources will def-
initely push the boundaries of knowl-
edge and understanding and strate-
gic planning for future development 

through this MoU,” the VC said.
“Further, it will enable visits of 

research scholars and faculty mem-
bers to enable learning through aca-
demic interactions and programmes, 
both offline and online. It will lead to 
joint conduct of research and publica-
tion activities,” he added.

Among others, RGU Registrar 
Dr NT Rikam, Social Sciences Dean 
Prof Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Control-
ler of Examinations Dr Bijay Raji, Po-
litical Science Professor Nani Bath, 
and FNVA trustee Dr OP Tandon also 
spoke.

RGU inks MoU 
with FNVA, New Delhi

PASIGHAT, March 21:
The postgraduate English depart-
ment of Jawaharlal Nehru College 
(JNC) here in East Siang district 
organised a national seminar on 
‘Exploring the folktales and myths 
of Arunachal Pradesh’, under the 
aegis of the higher & technical edu-
cation directorate, on Thursday, 
March 21.

Speaking on the occasion, 
JNC Principal Dr Tasi Taloh encour-
aged the English department to 
conduct more such programmes in 
the future, while Vice Principal Dr 
Leki Sitang stressed on the need to 

“preserve the genuine folktales of 
this land by avoiding any contami-
nation.”

AYUSH & Folk Medicine Di-
rector Dr Robindra Teron “tried to 
justify the need of such folktales and 
myths in the present-day society,” 
the college informed in a release.

“More than 30 papers were 
presented from Arunachal Pradesh 
and outside during the technical 
sessions,” which were chaired by 
Prof GS Jha, it said.

The seminar was attended by, 
among others, Dr Biswarup Chatter-
jee from Rampurhat College, West 

Bengal; Shreya Chakraborty from 
RMC, West Bengal; Nabanita Chat-
terjee from the Central University of 
Jharkhand; and Sheha Majumdar 
from Kolkata.

“Among the local presenters, 
Dr Taro Sindik from DN Govt College, 
Itanagar; Gorik Ete from Doimukh 
College; Dr Ing Perme from JNC; Dr 
Teli Momu from Yachuli College; Dr 
TungeLollen from DPG, Kamki; Dr 
Hanna Ngomdirfrom Women’s Col-
lege, Lekhi, and many others from 
all over the state disseminated their 
knowledge through fruitful delibera-
tions,” the release stated.

National Seminar on” Exploring the Folk 
Tales and Myths of AP” held at JNC

YINGKIONG March 22:
Expenditure Observer for Upper Siang, 
Prabhat Dandotiya, chaired a meeting 
with all the members of the Expendi-
ture Monitoring team of Simultaneous 
Election 2024 of Upper Siang District 
in the presence of DEO Upper Siang 
Hage Lailang at DC office conference 
hall, Yingkiong on March 22.     

The Observer interacted with 
the officers to make them aware of 

their role and responsibilities besides 
advising them to adhere strictly to ECI 
guidelines for monitoring the expendi-
tures in the meeting.

Healso called upon all to work 
effectively in team manner and always 
feel free to contact him if they need any 
further information or have any doubts 
pertaining to monitoring expenditures.

Among others, the meeting 
wasattended by SP, Yingkiong, Re-

turning Officers, DFO, Yingkiong, Su-
perintendent (Tax & Excise), Team 
leaders of Flying Squad Teams,Video 
Surveillance Teams, Static Surveil-
lance Teams/Video Viewing Teams, 
Assistant Expenditure Observers, 
Branch Manager , SBI, Yingkiong, OC, 
SIB , Yingkiong, Commanding Officer 
1- Arunachal Scouts, District Nodal Of-
ficer, PB/IT/MCC & Supervisor DCC, 
i/c Permission Cells.

EO held a meeting with Expenditure Monitoring team

TEZU, March 23: 
The fortnight-long Poshan Pakhwa-
da, celebrated by the Lohit ICDS 
project and featuring various ac-
tivities at the anganwadi centres in 
Tezu and Sunpura sectors, conclud-

ed at the model anganwadi centre 
in Tribal Colony here on Saturday, 
March 23.

During the programme, 
CDPO Sujan Krisikro spoke about 
the aims and objective of the cel-

ebration of Poshan Pakhwada.
The fortnight-long activities 

included distribution of medicines/
first aid kits under the BBBP, prizes 
to the winners of traditional millet-
based recipe contest, etc.

Poshan Pakhwada concludes

Itanagar
Weather forecast

Light rain
24oC

Clip Forum
EOs brief
 polling 
officials

AALO, MAR 21:
Election Expenditure 
Observer (EO) for 1-Ar-
unachal West Parliamen-
tary Constituency Satish 
Kumar Irakulla and EO 
for three Assembly con-
stituencies of West Siang 
district Praveen Kumar 
briefed the Returning Of-
ficers (ROs) and Assis-
tant Returning Officers 
(AROs) of 1-Arunachal 
West parliamentary con-
stituency  and other elec-
tion officials of the district 
on Thursday here.

Both urged the 
ROs and AROs to moni-
tor the expenditure of all 
the political parties.

Among others, 
West Siang Deputy 
Commissioner cum 
District Election Officer 
Mamu Hage and Super-
intendent of Police Abhi-
manyu Poswal attended 
the meeting. 

(Contd on P-2)...

BJP changes 
its candidate 
for Tezu seat

ITANAGAR, MAR 21: 
The Central Election Com-
mittee (CEC) of the BJP 
on Thursday changed its 
candidate for the Tezu As-
sembly seat in Arunachal 
Pradesh, replacing Ba-
dang Tayang with Mo-
hesh Chai.

BJP’s National 
General Secretary (Head-
quarters) Arun Singh 
confirmed in a statement 
that Mohesh Chai will be 
the party candidate from 
Tezu, which is reserved 
for tribals.

On March 13, the 
BJP announced candi-
dates for all the 60 As-
sembly seats in Arunachal 
Pradesh, naming Badang 
Tayang as its nominee 
from Tezu.

Assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections for the 
two       (Contd on P-2)...

CEO urges political parties to 
strictly adhere to MCC

Mountaineers conduct awareness on menstrual 
hygiene at AU

DNGC celebrates 4th D Creo Festival

ITANAGAR, MAR 21:
Chief Electoral Office 
(CEO) Pawan Kumar Sain 
on Thursday met with all 
the political parties to dis-
cuss various issues per-
taining to simultaneous 
assembly and parliamen-
tary elections in the state 
scheduled on April 19 next 
at the Conference Hall of 
CEO’s office, Nirvachan 
Bhawan here. 

Sain highlighted the 
progress of Model Code of 

Conduct (MCC) enforce-
ment in the state, like sei-
zure of money and other 
valuable items seized at 
Naka/check gate, etc re-
questing all stakeholders to 
strictly adhere to the Elec-
tion Commission of India’s 
(ECI) guidelines, an official 
release stated. 

List of Do’s & Don’ts 
for the guideline of the can-
didates and political parties 
to be observed from the an-
nouncement of an election 

and until the completion of 
the process of election was 
circulated in the meeting to 
all the representatives of 
political parties. 

Political parties 
raised some of concern 
such as swearing of affida-
vit, security of candidates, 
permission for vehicles 
and political activities in the 
State and enforcement of 
MCC. 

Sain mentioned that 
to minimize their difficulties, 

the CEO office has sought 
approval for exercise of 
Judicial Magistrate power 
by Executive magistrate 
namely ADC, SDO, EAC 
and CO in administering 
swearing of affidavits for 
filling nominations during 
the elections.

The CEO explained 
to all representatives in de-
tail about the Expenditure 
unit, Affidavit, Criminal An-
tecedents, Permits for vehi-
cle and Media certification 
and monitoring committee 
(MCMC) etc.  

He also highlighted 
that one senior officer Toko 
Babu is deputed in CEO of-
fice to work as Public Rela-
tion Officer who is available 
in CEO office.

Regarding secu-
rity of candidates, Sain in-
formed that security of any 
protectee or candidate can-
not be    (Contd on P-2)...

LEKHI, MAR 21:
Two mountaineers from 
Uttar Pradesh – Priya 
Kumari and Pradeep Ku-
mar – who are on a bi-
cycle tour to all the North-
eastern states of India, 
reached Lekhi village here 
on Thursday.

The primary objec-
tive of the duo’s expedi-
tion is to raise awareness 
about ‘menstrual health 
and hygiene’. The expedi-
tion is assisted by Goonj 
NGO.

Priya is a Rani 
Laxmibai Awardee and Fit 
India Brand Ambassador, 
while her partner Pradeep 
is also a cycling enthusiast 
who creates awareness 
on social issues through 
his tours.

The duo interacted 
with the female students 
and faculty members of 
Arunodaya University 
(AU) here on ‘menstrual 
health and hygiene’.

AU pro-chancellor 
Dr VN Sharma felicitated 

the duo in the presence of 
other faculty members of 

the university during the 
day. 

ITANAGAR, MAR 21:
The Arts Club and Literary 
Club of Dera Natung Gov-
ernment College, Itanagar 
(DNGC) in collaboration 
with the Arunachal Pradesh 
Literary Society (APLS) or-
ganised the 4th edition of D 
Creō Festival at its Orchid 
Lawn on March 19 last.

Drawing talent from 
8 higher education institu-

tions across the Itanagar 
Capital Region, the festival 
served as a platform for 
creative expression through 
painting, poetry composi-
tion, recitation, short story 
writing, and reading in both 
Hindi and English.

The festival provid-
ed a nurturing ground for 
artistic growth with a paint-
ing workshop led by Punyo 

Chobin, Assistant Profes-
sor of the Department of 
Fine Arts and Music at Rajiv 
Gandhi University (RGU).

Addressing the in-
augural ceremony of the 
event, DNGC principal Dr 
MQ Khan, emphasised the 
importance of harnessing 
inner creativity through arts 
and literature. 

(Contd on P-2)...

Final SOP, tentative exam 
calendar soon: APPSC chairman

US recognises Arunachal Pradesh as 
Indian territory; China sees red 

Cong announces first list of 
34 candidates for state 

assembly polls

SBI submits all electoral 
bond details, including 
unique numbers, to ECI

Assn demands immediate 
termination of ‘illegally

appointed’ JEs 

ITANAGAR, MAR 21:
Arunachal Pradesh Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(APPSC) Chairman Prof 
Pradip Lingfa on Friday 
said that the Commission 
is working on ‘scrutinizing’ 
the draft Standard Operat-
ing Procedure (SOP) sub-
mitted by the state govern-
ment, while reiterating that 
the newly appointed panel 
is “working day and night 
to restore the faith of aspi-
rants and regain back the 
lost glory of the commis-
sion”.

Lingfa, who was 
sworn in as the APPSC 
chairman in January last, 
informed that the Commis-
sion has held multiple sit-
tings so far to finalize the 
SOP, adding that inputs 
from the aspirants and 
general public are also be-
ing examined to be incor-
porated in the SOP. 

“We have uploaded 
a suggestion box in the 
APPSC website portal 
along with publishing it in 
local dailies. We are invit-
ing valuable suggestions 
from the general public 
which will be thoroughly 
discussed before being in-

cluded in the final SOP”, he 
told reporters here.

Lingfa said that the 
Commission has consti-
tuted an expert committee 
headed by former UPSC, 
APCS members, Pan Ar-
unachal Joint Steering 
Committee (PAJSC) mem-
bers, senior citizens and 
officers to form a strong 
SOP to conduct free and 
fair exams in a transparent 
way in future.

“Our motto is to 
make this commission one 
of the best commissions in 
India regardless of its dark 
past. It will be our mission 
and we are working day 
and night on it to restore 
the faith of aspirants and 
regain back the lost glory 
of our commission”, said 

Lingfa, who earlier worked 
at the department of me-
chanical engineering at the 
North Eastern Regional In-
stitute of Science & Tech-
nology, (NERIST).

Lingfa said that 
Commission is open to 
adopting technological so-
lutions to conduct exami-
nations by means of IT to 
prevent human errors and 
loopholes. 

Stating that the 
Commission is preparing a 
tentative examination cal-
endar, he assured free and 
fair conduct of all the ex-
aminations once the SOP 
gets finalized. 

“We have prepared 
a tentatively examination 
calendar on this, we are ex-
amining  (Contd on P-2)...

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
The US recognises Ar-
unachal Pradesh as In-
dian territory and strongly 
opposes any ‘’unilateral 
attempts’’ by China to ad-
vance its territorial claims 
across the Line of Actual 
Control, a senior Biden 
administration official has 
said, days after the Chi-
nese military reiterated its 
claim over the state follow-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit there.

China, which claims 
Arunachal Pradesh as 
South Tibet, routinely ob-
jects to Indian leaders’ vis-
its to the state to highlight 
its claims. Beijing has also 
named the area Zangnan.

On March 9, Prime 
Minister Modi dedicated to 
the nation the Sela Tunnel 

built at an altitude of 13,000 
feet in Arunachal Pradesh 
that will provide all-weather 
connectivity to strategically 
located Tawang and is ex-
pected to ensure better 
movement of troops along 
the frontier region.

Speaking at his daily 
press conference in Wash-
ington on Wednesday, 
State Department Princi-
pal Deputy Spokesperson 
Vedant Patel said, ‘’The 
United States recognises 
Arunachal Pradesh as Indi-
an territory and we strongly 
oppose any unilateral at-
tempts to advance territo-
rial claims by incursions or 
encroachments, military or 
civilian, across the Line of 
Actual Control.’’ 

India has repeated-
ly rejected China’s territo-

rial claims over Arunachal 
Pradesh, asserting that the 
state is an integral part of 
the country. New Delhi has 
also dismissed Beijing’s 
move to assign ‘’invented’’ 
names to the area, saying it 
did not alter the reality.

India’s Ministry of 
External Affairs on Tues-
day said it has noted the 
latest comments made by 
the spokesperson of the 
Chinese Defence Ministry 
‘’advancing absurd claims’’ 
over the territory of Ar-
unachal Pradesh and as-
serted that the state ‘’was, 
is and will always be’’ an in-
tegral and inalienable part 
of India. 

Earlier this week, 
Chinese Defence Ministry 
spokesman Senior Colonel 
Zhang    (Contd on P-2)...

ITANAGAR, MAR 21:
The Congress on Thursday 
announced the first list of 
34 candidates for the up-
coming assembly polls in 
Arunachal Pradesh, sched-
uled for April 19.

Among the can-
didates are three former 
ministers and three women 
nominees, with the major-
ity being first-time contend-
ers.

Notably, the names 
of Arunachal Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) 
president and former chief 
minister Nabam Tuki and 
APCC vice-president Bo-
siram Siram were absent 
from the list.

Party insiders 
claimed both Tuki and Sir-
am would contest as Lok 

Sabha nominees from the 
Arunachal West and East 
parliamentary constituen-
cies, respectively.

Tuki is the sitting 
MLA from Sagalee constit-
uency in Papumpare dis-
trict. He had represented 
the seat since the last six 
terms.

The party is yet to 
unveil candidates for the 
two Lok Sabha seats in the 
state.

Among the promi-
nent figures listed were for-
mer ministers Kumar Waii, 
Takam Pario, and Tanga 
Byaling.

The three women 
debutants are Gollo Yapung 
Tana from Pakke Kessang 
constituency, Jermai Krong 
(Tezu)    (Contd on P-2)...

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
The State Bank of India 
(SBI), through its Chair-
man Dinesh Kumar Khara, 
told the Supreme Court on 
Thursday that it has sub-
mitted complete details of 
electoral bonds, including 
the ‘unique alpha-numeric’ 
details of bonds, to the 
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI).

The unique num-
bers would match the buy-
ers and the recipient politi-
cal parties of the electoral 
bonds.

The bank said it is 
now revealing information 
which includes the name 
of the purchaser of the 
bond, the denomination 
and the specific number of 
the bond, the name of the 

party that has encashed 
the bond, last four digits of 
the bank account number 
of political parties, the de-
nomination and number of 
the bond encashed.

The affidavit said 
the complete bank account 
numbers and KYC details 
of the political parties and 
the purchasers of electoral 
bonds are not being made 
public as it may compro-
mise the security of the ac-
count. However, they are 
not necessary for identify-
ing the political parties, the 
filing said.

“SBI has now dis-
closed all details and that 
no details (other than com-
plete bank account num-
bers and KYC Details) have 
been    (Contd on P-2)...

Staff Reporter
ITANAGAR, MAR 21: 
The All Arunachal Pradesh 
Anti-Corruption Youth As-
sociation (AAPACYA) on 
Thursday disclosed names 
of more than 100 Junior En-
gineers (Civil) in the Public 
Work Department (PWD) 
allegedly illegally appoint-
ed from 2015 to 2018.

Giving an update on 

the case which has been 
handed over to Special 
Investigation Cell (SIC) for 
probe, AAPACYA president 
Nabam Takap appealed 
for Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu’s intervention and 
immediate termination of 
all the ‘illegally appointed’ 
junior engineers.

Assuring the public 
to            (Contd on P-2)...
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICER

 UPPER SIANG DISTRICT::YINGKIONG DEO
No.YKG/ELN/LS-20/2024                           Dated Yingkiong the 21.03.2024.

C I R C U L A R

 It is to inform all concerned that the Election Expenditure Observer for Upper 
Siang District   has arrived at Yingkiong on 20.03.2024. 

Details :-
 Name of Expenditure Observer: Shri Prabhat Dandotiya, IRS (2009).
 Mobile No. : 9863890843 / 6909822753
 Public visiting hours: 11 am to 12 noon
 Venue : UD Guest House, Yingkiong during his stay at Yingkiong.

                                                                                       Sd/- (Hage Lailang)
                              District Election Officer
                                Upper Siang District
                                         YingkiongDIPR/ARN-10886-88/2023

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

A.P. CIVIL SECRETARIAT: ITANAGAR 

No. GA-11/2008        Dated Itanagar, the 20th March, 2024 

NOTIFICATION

 In pursuance of the Election Commission of India letter No.78/EPS/2024, 
dated 16th March, 2024 and under Section 135B of the Representation of People 
Act, 1951, the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh is pleased to declare 19th April, 2024 
(Friday) as a Public Holiday (on the day of Poll) on account of simultaneous election 
to Lok Sabha and Legislative Assembly 2024. 

 All Central / State Govt. offices, Semi-Govt. offices, Financial, Educational 
and Commercial / Business establishments in Arunachal Pradesh shall remain closed 
on the day of Poll. 

 Further, no deduction or abatement of the wages of any person employed 
in private business, trade, Industrial Undertaking etc. shall be made on this account 
having been granted in accordance with sub-section (1) of section 135B of the RP Act, 
1951. 
      Sd/- Chief Secretary
             Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh
                ItanagarDIPR/ARN-10898-905/2023
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NIA arrests key accused in Kerala RSS leader murder case
NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
Shafeekh, a key accused 
in the 2022 murder case 
of RSS leader Srinivasan 
in Kerala, according to an 
official statement issued on 
Tuesday.

Shafeekh, who had 
been absconding since 
the targeted killing of Srini-

vasan in Palakkad on April 
16, 2022, was traced by the 
NIA’s absconder tracking 
team in the state’s Kollam 
district, it said.

He was taken into 
custody by the anti-terror 
agency for his involvement 
in the case on Monday, the 
NIA said in the statement.

Shafeekh was a key 
absconding member of the 

banned Popular Front of 
India (PFI), it said.

A total of 71 people 
have been identified as be-
ing part of the conspiracy 
and the NIA has already 
filed two charge-sheets — 
on March 17 and November 
6 last year.

One of the accused, 
identified as Abdul Naser, 
had died on January 2 last 

year, while two absconders 
— Saheer K V and Jaffar 
Bheemantavida — were 
arrested on October 19 last 
year and February 12, re-
spectively, the NIA said.

A resident of Ker-
ala’s Malappuram district, 
Shafeekh was part of the 
PFI machinery and hit 
squads that had carried out 
the killing of Srinivasan.

According to in-
vestigations, he had har-
boured Ashraf K P, who 
under directions from the 
PFI leadership, had con-
spired with members of 
the organisation to execute 
the conspiracy, the NIA 
said, adding that Ashraf had 
also conducted a recce of 
various potential targets for 
elimination.

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
HAYULIANG HYDRO POWER DIVISION

DEPARTMENT OF HYDRO POWER 
DEVELOPMENT, ANJAW DISTRICT.

e-mail: executiveengineerhayuliang@gmail.com

No. HHPD/DHPD/DB-05/2023-2024/ Dated Hayuliang , the ___March’2024.

CORRIGENDUM
 This is for general information that the press notices for two nos of tender vide 
letter No. HHPD/DHPD/DB-05/2023-24/663-67 Dated 11.03.2024, &HHPD/DHPD/
DB-05/2023-24/ 668-73 Dated 11.03.2024 stands cancelled due to model code of 
conducts till further order.

Sd/- Executive Engineer 
Hayuliang Hydro Power Division 

DHPD:Hayuliang DIPR/ARN-10875-76/2023

PM Modi speaks to Russia’s 
Putin, stresses on dialogue 
in resolving Ukraine conflict

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday had 
a telephonic conversa-
tion with Russia Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, during 
which they discussed bilat-
eral ties and strengthening 
“special and privileged 
strategic partnership” be-
tween the two countries.

PM Modi also con-
gratulated the Russian 
leader on his recent re-
election as the president.

“Spoke with Presi-
dent Putin and congratu-
lated him on his re-elec-
tion as the President of the 
Russian Federation. We 
agreed to work together 
to further deepen and ex-
pand India-Russia Spe-
cial & Privileged Strategic 
Partnership in the years 

ahead,” PM Modi said in 
a post on X.

The two leaders 
also reviewed progress 
in various issues of bi-
lateral cooperation, and 

exchanged views on re-
gional and global issues 
of mutual interest.

While discussing 
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, PM Modi reiterated 

India’s consistent position 
in favour of dialogue and 
diplomacy as the way 
forward. The two lead-
ers agreed to remain in 
touch.

‘Keeping accused without trial akin to 
detention hampering liberty’: SC pulls up 

ED over money laundering probes
NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday said keeping 
an accused in custody with-
out trial is akin to a detention 
which hampers liberty.

Whi le  hear ing  a 
default bail plea of Prem 
Prakash, an alleged asso-
ciate of former Jharkhand 
chief minister Hemant Soren, 
the apex court expressed 
strong disproval against the 
Enforcement Directorate’s 
(ED) practice of filing sup-
plementary chargesheets in 
money laundering cases to 
defeat the accused’s right of 
getting default bail.

Prakash was ar-
rested in August, 2022 af-
ter raids, during which two 
AK-47 rifles, 60 live rounds 
and two magazines were 
claimed to have been found 
at his home in Ranchi. He 
was booked under sections 
of money laundering and 

those under the Arms Act.
A bench of Justices 

Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar 
Datta took exception to the 
ED filing four supplementary 
chargesheets, the latest on 
March 1, 2024, in a money 
laundering case arising 
from alleged illegal mining 
in Jharkhand.

The bench told Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
SV Raju, appearing for the 
ED, about the investigation 
in the case still continuing 
despite four supplementary 
chargesheets having been 
filed.

“We are putting you 
(ED) on notice. (Under the 
law) You cannot arrest a 
person without the inves-
tigation in the case being 
complete. A person cannot 
be put in custody without the 
commencement of trial. It is 
akin to detention and affects 
the liberty of an individual. 

In some cases, we have to 
settle this issue,” the bench 
told Raju.

J u s t i c e  K h a n n a 
said the pet i t ioner has 
been behind the bars for 18 
months and supplementary 
chargesheets were being 
filed one after the other, 
eventually delaying the 
trial.

“The whole object 
of default bail is that you do 
not arrest until investigation 
is complete. You cannot 
say that a trial will not com-
mence unless the investiga-
tion in the case is complete,” 
he said.

“Trial has to begin 
when you arrest an accused. 
You cannot deny the benefit 
of default bail for delayed 
commencement of trial. De-
fault bail is a right of the 
accused and it cannot be de-
nied by filing supplementary 
chargesheet. You cannot 

keep on filing supplementary 
chargesheets and keep the 
person in jail without trial,” 
Justice Khanna said.

The bench posed 
various questions to Raju, 
who sought a month’s time 
to respond to the queries. 
He also said that the ac-
cused, if released on bail, 
may influence the witnesses 
and tamper with the evi-
dence. The SC posted the 
matter for further hearing 
on April 29.

Advocate Siddharth 
Agarwal, appearing for 
Prakash, said when the 
initial FIR was lodged, his 
client’s name was not there 
and no transaction has been 
found between him and the 
co-accused.

The top court di-
rected the special PMLA 
court, where Prakash is 
being tried, to expedite the 
hearing.

India’s solar waste could reach 600 kilotonnes by 2030: Study
NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
India’s solar waste could 
reach a staggering 600 
kilotonnes by 2030 — 
equivalent to filling up 720 
Olympic-size swimming 
pools — according to a 
new study released on 
Wednesday.

The study by the 
Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy and 
independent think tank 
Council on Energy, En-
vironment and Water 
(CEEW) said around 67 
per cent of this waste will 
come from five states: 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
and Tamil Nadu.

India’s current in-
stalled 66.7 GW capacity 
(as of FY23) has already 
generated about 100 ki-
lotonnes of waste, which 
will increase to 340 ki-
lotonnes by 2030. This 
will include about 10 ki-

lotonnes of silicon, 12-18 
tonnes of silver, and 16 
tonnes of cadmium and 
tellurium — the majority 
of which are critical min-
erals for India, the study 
titled “Enabling a Circular 
Economy in India’s Solar 
Industry: Assessing the 
Solar Waste Quantum” 
said.

Recycling solar 
waste to recover these 
materials will reduce im-
port dependency and 
enhance India’s mineral 
security.

The study found 
that the rest of the 260 
kilotonnes of waste will 
come from new capacity 
that will be deployed in 
this decade (from 2024 
to 2030).

The solar waste will 
increase to about 19,000 
kilotonnes by 2050; 77 
per cent of which will arise 
from new capacit ies, 

CEEW said, adding this 
is an opportunity for India 
to emerge as a leading 
hub of circular economy 
for the solar industry and 
ensure resilient solar sup-
ply chains.

I n d i a  p l a n s  t o 
amass around 292 giga-
watt of solar capacity by 
2030, making solar PV 
waste management cru-
cial for environmental, 
economic, and social rea-
sons.

The study, con-
ducted under Niti Aayog’s 
Action Plan for Circular 
Economy – Solar Pan-
els, for the first time, esti-
mates India-specific solar 
waste generation from 
various streams, exclud-
ing manufacturing.

This information is 
crucial for creating data-
driven waste manage-
ment policies. India is al-
ready implementing sev-

eral measures to tackle 
the waste. Last year, the 
environment ministry is-
sued amended E-waste 
Management Rules 2022 
bringing solar photovol-
taic cells, panels, and 
modules under its ambit.

These rules man-
date the producers of 
solar cells and modules 
to manage their waste 
under the extended pro-
ducer responsibility (EPR) 
framework.

Arunabha Ghosh, 
CEO, CEEW, said, “India 
must proactively address 
solar waste, not just as an 
environmental imperative 
but as a strategic neces-
sity for ensuring energy 
security and building a 
circular economy. As we 
witness the remarkable 
growth of solar from only 
4 GW in March 2015 to 73 
GW in December 2023, 
robust recycling mecha-

nisms become increas-
ingly crucial. They safe-
guard renewable eco-
systems, create green 
jobs, enhance mineral 
security, foster innova-
tion, and build resilient, 
circular supply chains.” 
Neeraj Kuldeep, Senior 
Programme Lead, CEEW, 
said, “India’s G20 Presi-
dency identified a circular 
economy as a thrust area 
for sustainable develop-
ment. A circular solar in-
dustry and responsible 
waste management will 
maximise resource effi-
ciency and make domes-
tic supply chains resilient. 
The study provides robust 
evidence of the opportu-
nity in solar waste man-
agement. However, solar 
recycling technologies 
and the industry are still 
at a nascent stage and 
require policy push and 
support.”

PM Modi holds talks with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday spoke 
to Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy over 
a telephone call. The two 
discussed India-Ukraine 
partnership and the ongoing 
conflict with Russia.

“Had a good conver-
sation with President @Zel-

enskyyUa on strengthening 
the India-Ukraine partner-
ship. Conveyed India’s con-
sistent support for all efforts 
for peace and bringing an 
early end to the ongoing 
conflict. India will continue 
to provide humanitarian 
assistance guided by our 
people-centric approach,” 
the PM said in a post on X.

Had a good conver-
sation with President @
ZelenskyyUa on strengthen-
ing the India-Ukraine part-
nership. Conveyed India’s 
consistent support for all ef-
forts for peace and bringing 
an early end to the ongoing 
conflict. India will continue 
to provide humanitarian as-
sistance guided by…

— Narendra Modi 
(@narendramodi) March 
20, 2024

This came soon after 
the PM held a telephonic 
discussion with Vladimir 
Putin, the President of Rus-
sia. Russia had waged a full-
scale invasion on Ukraine 
more than two years ago.

PM Mod, in his dis-
cussions with Putin, had 
stressed on the need for 
diplomacy and dialogue to 
resolved the conflict, apart 
from bilateral ties.

‘DGP known for closeness to ruling party’: Uttarakhand 
Congress writes to EC seeking his removal

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Days after the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
directed the transfer of the 
home secretaries in six 
states, including Uttara-
khand, ahead of the Lok 
Sabha elections, the Ut-
tarakhand Congress has 
requested that Director 
General of Police (DGP) 
Abhinav Kumar also be 
removed from his post, 
saying that his “closeness 
to the ruling party is well 
known”.

“I would like to in-
form you that the pres-
ent DGP of Uttarakhand 
State, Abhinav Kumar, 
before becoming the 
DGP, had been posted 
as Principal Secretary to 
the present Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami and 
his closeness to the rul-
ing party is well known,” 
Uttarakhand Congress 
president Karan Mahara 
said in a letter to the ECI.

“It is also to be in-
formed that last year in the 
state, the heinous murder 
case of BJP leader Ankita 
Bhandari was carried out 
in a resort and the involve-
ment of the BJP leader’s 
son has been found in 

that murder. The inves-
tigation of Ankita Bhan-
dari’s heinous murder 
case is still going on but 
the statement of the cur-
rent DGP regarding the 
investigation, in which he 
has been found defend-
ing the government like 
the spokesperson of the 
ruling party, is against 
the dignity of his current 
post,” he added in the let-
ter dated March 16.

DGP Kumar re-
fused to comment.

Mahara fur ther 
said that the local police 
play an important role in 
any election and in such 
a situation, the “loyalty of 
the present DGP of the 
state to the ruling party” 
raises questions on the 
fairness of the elections 
“and his continuing on the 
post raises the possibility 
of it hampering the Lok 
Sabha elections”.

Earlier this month, 

the Congress had crit-
icised the arrest of in-
dependent journal ist 
Ashutosh Negi, calling it 
an attempt by the Dhami-
led BJP government to 
“suppress the voice of the 
common man”. Negi had 
been frequently demand-
ing “justice” for Bhan-
dari.

After the arrest, 
DGP Kumar clarified that 
Negi was arrested in con-
nection to the FIR regis-
tered against him at Pauri 
police station on Janu-
ary 5 and that his arrest 
had no connection to the 
Bhandari case. “Those 
making unrestrained al-
legations against the 
police and government 
regarding Negi’s arrest 
are either driven by emo-
tions or have personal 
agendas. There was no 
undue pressure on the 
Uttarakhand Police dur-
ing the investigation of the 

Pauri Garhwal reception-
ist murder case. Both the 
government and CM Dha-
mi have extended their 
unwavering support to us 
to act within the bounds 
of the law. The actions 
taken by the Uttarakhand 
Police were impartial and 
fearless,” Kumar said in a 
video statement.

Reacting to the 
statement, Mahara said, 
“His statement seemed 
as if the spokesperson of 
BJP was speaking and 
not the director general of 
police of the state.”

Meanwhile, senior 
IAS officer Dilip Jawalkar 
took charge as the new 
home secretary of Ut-
tarakhand on Tuesday 
after Shailesh Bagoli was 
removed from the post on 
ECI’s instructions. The 
Election Commission lat-
er approved Jawalkar’s 
name from a panel of 
three names.

‘They hate Tamils and Tamil Nadu’: Congress 
MP slams Union minister for blast remarks

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Congress MP Manickam 
Tagore on Wednesday 
strongly condemned the 
remarks made by BJP’s 
Union Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Shobha Kara-
ndlaje, who accused that 
people from Tamil Nadu 
were involved in the recent 
blast at the Rameshwaram 
Cafe in Bengaluru.

Tagore, who is an 
MP from Virudhunagar 
Lok Sabha seat of Tamil 
Nadu, while talking to 
news agency ANI said, 
“It’s an insult to Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka. A Union 
Minister, who is close to 
PM Modi, making a state-
ment like that, shows that 
they hate Tamils and Tamil 
Nadu.”

O n  K a r a n d l a j e 
making an apology after 
her statement, the Con-
gress MP said, “Giving a 
statement in the morning 
and evening; tweeting it 
saying ‘sorry’ is not ac-
ceptable.” 

The Union Minister 
had issued an apology 
hours after the statement 
led to a slugfest, and said 
that her remarks were 

“meant to shine light, not 
cast shadows”.

In a post on X, she 
wrote, “To my Tamil broth-
ers & sisters, I wish to 
clarify that my words were 
meant to shine light, not 
cast shadows. Yet I see 
that my remarks brought 
pain to some – and for that, 
I apologize. My remarks 
were solely directed to-
wards those trained in the 
Krishnagiri forest, linked to 
the Rameshwaram Cafe 
blast. To anyone from 
Tamilnadu affected, From 
the depths of my heart, 
I ask your forgiveness. 
Furthermore, I retract my 

previous comments.” 
Earlier, Tamil Nadu 

CM MK Stalin also con-
demned the statements 
made by the Union Minis-
ter, and urged the Election 
Commission of India to 
take action against such 
hate speech. “Strong-
ly condemn Union BJP 
Minister @ShobhaBJP’s 
reckless statement. One 
must either be an NIA 
official or closely linked 
to the #Rameshwaram-
CafeBlast to make such 
claims. Clearly, she lacks 
the authority for such as-
sertions. Tamilians and 
Kannadigas alike will re-

ject this divisive rhetoric 
of BJP. I also urge for an 
appropriate legal action 
against Shobha for caus-
ing threat to peace, har-
mony and national unity,” 
stalin tweeted.

The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
which is  probing the 
Rameshwaram Cafe blast 
is looking at the Islamic 
State-linked terror module 
from Shivamogga for pos-
sible links to the March 1 
incident. The bomb went 
off at the Rameshwaram 
Cafe in Bengaluru, injur-
ing at least nine people 
during lunch hour rush.
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‘Subjected to vicious abuse, trolling 
for…’: CJI Chandrachud recalls 

recent incident

‘Rolls dice…in diverse ways’: Smriti 
Irani slams Rahul Gandhi on Arvind 

Kejriwal’s arrest

NEW DELHI, MAR 23:
Chief Justice of India D Y 
Chandrachud on Saturday 
recalled a recent incident 
where he was subjected to 
‘trolling’ and ‘vicious’ abuse 
for merely adjusting his 
seating position during a 
hearing.

Speaking at a bien-
nial conference of judicial 
officers in Bengaluru, CJI 
Chandrachud said, “Just 
four or five days ago when 
I was hearing a case, I had 
a little pain in my back, so 
all that I did was I placed 
my elbows in my arm-
chair in the court and I just 
shifted my position in the 
chair.”

The CJI said he was 
labelled as “arrogant” by 
some social media users 
claiming he got up in the 
midst of an important argu-
ment in court.

“What they didn’t tell 
you was that all he did was 
only to shift his position in 
the chair. 24 years of judg-
ing can be a little strenuous 
which I have put in. I didn’t 
leave the court. I only shift-
ed my position but I was 
subject to vicious abuse, 
trolling, the knives were 
out,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud lamented.

Despite the unwar-

ranted backlash, Chief 
Justice Chandrachud ex-
pressed confidence in the 
judiciary’s commitment to 
serve the common citizens 
diligently. “Our shoulders 
are broad enough, and the 
ultimate confidence which 
we have is of common citi-
zens in the work which we 
do,” he said.

Chandrachud com-
mented on the incident 
while stressing on the need 
for judicial officers to man-
age stress and ensure 
work-life balance, which 
was one of the topics of the 
two-day conference.

“Sometimes in their 
dealings with us as judges, 
they cross the line. As Chief 
Justice of India, I see so 
many lawyers and litigants 
crossing the line when they 

speak to us in the court. 
The answer when these liti-
gants cross the line is not to 
use the power of contempt 
(of court), but to understand 
why they have crossed the 
line,” Justice Chandrachud 
said.

He said there must 
be some deep-rooted in-
justice which the lawyers 
and their clients were con-
fronting, which is why they 
sometimes utter things 
which they otherwise would 
not say.

“In these context, 
the responsibility you carry 
is immense, necessitating 
a calm and compassion-
ate approach. Maintaining 
a work-life balance is inte-
gral to fulfilling these duties 
effectively,” he advised the 
judicial officers.

NEW DELHI, MAR 23:
Union minister Smriti Ira-
ni has lashed out at Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi, 
accusing him of having 
‘double standards’ by ex-
pressing solidarity with 
Arvind Kejriwal’s family 
while the latter claimed 
in Telangana. that the 
Delhi chief minister is 
‘corrupt’.

“I would like to 
give a proof of how Ra-
hul Gandhi rolls the dice 
on the same subject in 
diverse ways. On July 
2, 2023 in Telangana, 
he said that KCR is also 
corrupt, there has been 
a liquor scam and all the 
agencies know about 
it... Ajay Maken had said 
that AAP used corrup-
tion money to defeat the 
Congress party in the 
Goa elections. So who 
was telling the truth?,” 
Irani was quoted by ANI 
as saying.

Kejriwal was ar-
rested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate on 
March 21 in the Delhi ex-
cise policy probe. A Delhi 
court on Friday sent the 
Aam Aadmi Party con-
venor to ED custody till 
March 28.

On Kejriwal’s ar-
rest, Irani said,”Today, 
we got details of how 
a person who sits on a 
constitutional post and 

cites honesty, defines 
corruption by misusing 
administrative machin-
ery through the deeds of 
Arvind Kejriwal. Which 
one is the real face of 
Rahul Gandhi? The one 
who was speaking at 
Telangana or the one in 
Delhi?”

After Kejriwal was 
arrested, Rahul Gandhi 
had taken to social me-
dia platform X, saying in 
Hindi,”A scared dictator 
wants to create a dead 
democracy.”

What Rahul Gan-
dhi had said in Telan-
gana?

While address-
ing a rally in Telangana 
ahead of the assembly 
election in the state last 
year, Gandhi had called 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
as the BJP’s B-team.

“Telangana and its 
youth should understand 
one thing that KCR is un-

der the control of Prime 
Minister Modi because of 
his corruption activities. 
The corruption he did in 
the liquor scam, is known 
to all agencies,” he had 
said, referring to then 
chief minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, whose 
daughter K Kavitha has 
also been arrested by 
the ED.

“The Congress on 
June 3, 2022, had written 
to the Delhi Police about 
the liquor scam. Which 
one is telling the truth? 
The one earlier or the 
one that we are seeing 
today? Ajay Maken had 
said that AAP used cor-
ruption money to defeat 
the Congress party in the 
Goa elections. So who 
was telling the truth? Ra-
hul in Telangana or Del-
hi? They spokesperson 
then or the spokesper-
son now?” Irani asked 
the Congress.

Congress under fire for Jaipur Lok Sabha candidate 
choice. Shashi Tharoor also takes aim

Electoral bonds are ‘post-raid’ bribes to BJP-led 
government: Jairam Ramesh

Haridwar LS seat: No qualms, fully support 
Rawat, says Nishank over ticket denial

NEW DELHI, MAR 23:
Senior Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor on Sat-
urday took a swipe at the 
party’s Lok Sabha can-
didate from Jaipur, Sunil 
Sharma, after social media 
users flagged his alleged 
association with a forum 
that frequently ridicules 
opposition leaders, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi.

Sunil Sharma’s 
name in the third list of 
Congress’s candidates for 
Lok Sabha elections set 
off a social media storm on 
Saturday, with many ques-
tioning the party’s decision 
to field someone who is 
allegedly associated with 
right-wing forum The Jaipur 
Dialogues.

Most of the content 
posted from the official X 
handle of The Jaipur Dia-
logues is targeted at op-

position leaders, including 
Rahul Gandhi and Arvind 
Kejriwal.

“He must have un-
dergone some sort of Pau-
line epiphany on the road 
to 24 Akbar!” Tharoor said 
on X, sharing one of the 
“several dozen tweets from 
his handle attacking” the 
Thiruvananthapuram MP.

In the social media 
post highlighted by Tharo-
or, The Jaipur Dialogues 
says, “Shashi Tharoor is 
just Rahul Gandhi with 
thesaurus he stole from a 
library on his way out.”

A video of a re-
porter questioning Sunil 
Sharma about his alleged 
association with the right-
wing forum has been doing 
rounds on social media. 
In the video, Sharma ap-
pears taken aback by the 
inquiry and rushes away 

after abruptly ending the 
interview.

Sharma is yet to re-
spond to the charges.

After being chosen 
by the Congress high com-
mand to contest from Jaipur 
in the upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections, Sunil Sharma on 
Friday asserted that the 
people of Jaipur are eager 
to bring change in the im-
pending election.

“Jaipur has not 

been able to secure its 
place among the top 25 
clean cities in the country, 
which is quite painful. If 
Jaipur continues like this, 
it will not remain liveable, 
hence the people of Jaipur 
want a change. And I be-
lieve that this election will 
be an election of momen-
tous change,” he told ANI.

Among other the 
Congress candidates from 
Rajasthan are Kuldeep In-

dora for the Ganganagar 
constituency, Sangeeta 
Beniwal for Pali, Umeda 
Ram Beniwal for Barmer, 
and Urmila Jain Bhaya 
for the Jhalawar-Baran 
constituency. The Sikar 
constituency has been al-
located to the CPI-M.

The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) has yet 
to announce its candidate 
for the Jaipur constituency. 
The Lok Sabha elections in 
Rajasthan are scheduled 
to be held in two phases on 
April 19 and April 26.

In the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections, the BJP 
secured 24 seats and the 
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party 
(RLP), a member of the 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA), won one seat. 
The Indian National Con-
gress (INC) did not win any 
seats.

NEW DELHI, MAR 23:
Senior Congress leader 
and MP Jairam Ramesh on 
Saturday said that the elec-
toral bonds are “pre-paid”, 
“post-paid” and “post-raid” 
bribes, through which the 
central government had 
given Rs.3.8 lakh crore in 
projects and contracts to 
private companies in ex-
change for Rs.2,004 crore 
in donations to the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP).

Addressing a press 
conference, the party re-
peated the its 2019 elec-
tion manifesto promise to 
scrap the Electoral Bond 
Scheme and replace it with 
a National Elections Fund if 
it comes to power in 2024.

In its 2019 mani-
festo, the Congress prom-
ised to scrap the “opaque” 
Electoral Bonds Scheme 
and replace it with a Na-
tional Election Fund, to 
which any person could 
contribute and from which 
funds would be collected 
at the time of elections to 
recognised political parties 
in accordance with criteria 
laid down by law.

The Congress also 
had said that it would 
ensure that EVMs and 
VVPATs were tamperproof 
and allocate “substantially 
more” free airtime on All 
India Radio and Doordar-
shan to recognised politi-
cal parties in accordance 
with the criteria laid down 
by law.

Ramesh said that 
the ruling party used four 

routes to carry out the 
electoral bond scam. The 
first is ‘Chanda do dhand-
ha lo’ [give donations and 
get business], the second 
route is ‘theka lo ghus do’, 
[take contracts and give 
bribes], the third is ‘hafta 
vasooli’ [extortion], and the 
fourth is the usage of shell 
companies, he added.

The BJP has 
patented this, Ramesh 
claimed. He said that the 
ED [Enforcement Director-
ate], CBI [Central Bureau 
of Investigation] and the 
Income Tax [Department] 
were sent to the compa-
nies and to escape from 
them, these companies 
bought electoral bonds and 
gave donations to the BJP, 
Ramesh claimed.

Ramesh said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had promised to shut 
shell companies within 
and outside the Parlia-
ment before 2014, but 16 
shell companies donated 
Rs.419 crore to the BJP, out 
of Rs.543 crore donated by 
shell companies, accord-
ing to the recently released 
electoral bond data.

“These included 
companies on a finance 
ministry high-risk watch 
list for money laundering, 
companies donating crores 
within months of their for-
mation, and companies 
donating many multiples 
of their paid-up share capi-
tal,” he said.

“Rs.551 crore in 
donations were given to 

the BJP in exchange for 
Rs.1.32 lakh crores in con-
tracts and project approv-
als that were provided by 
the Central or BJP state 
governments within three 
months after the dona-
tion….Rs.62,000 crore in 
contracts and project ap-
provals were given by Cen-
tral or BJP state govern-
ments, for which Rs.580 
crore of postpaid bribe (in 
the form of electoral bonds) 
were given to the BJP with-
in three months,” Ramesh 
claimed, as evidence of 
both “pre-paid” and “post-
paid” bribery.

This would amount 
to 38 corporate groups al-
legedly receiving a total of 
Rs.3.8 lakh crore in projects 
and contracts in exchange 
for Rs.2,004 crores in elec-
toral bonds donations to 
the BJP, he said.

The Congress lead-
er also noted that 41 cor-
porate groups had faced a 
total of 56 ED, CBI and IT 
raids and donated Rs.2,592 
crore to the BJP, of which 

Rs.1,853 crore was given 
after the raids.

“The PM, who did 
not want to give MSP a 
legal status, have bribes 
legal status – electoral 
bonds,” Ramesh said and 
repeated the Congress’s 
demand for a Supreme 
Court-monitored inquiry 
into the allegations of cor-
ruption through the scheme 
and promised a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) in-
quiry if INDIA bloc came to 
power in the upcoming Lok 
Sabha elections.

He also dismissed 
the SBI’s plea before the 
Supreme Court that it would 
require time until the end of 
June, by which time the Lok 
Sabha elections would have 
been conducted, to match 
the details of electoral bond 
donors with the parties they 
donated to.

Ramesh claimed 
that two young Congress 
workers had already pro-
duced a code which could 
complete this task, after 
the bank submitted all the 

NEW DELHI, MAR 23:
Former Union minister 
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nis-
hank who was recently 
replaced by former Ut-
tarakhand chief minister 
Trivendra Singh Rawat 
as the Bharatiya Janata 
Party candidate from the 
Haridwar seat ahead of 
the upcoming Lok Sab-
ha elections has refuted 
the allegations of being 
a fence sitter saying he 
has “no qualms”. Nishank 
said that his major objec-
tive was to ensure that the 
party wins the elections 
with a “record margin”.

After Nishank’s 
name was dropped, spec-
ulations were rife that he 
has “remained silent” in 
supporting BJP Harid-
war candidate Trivendra 
Singh Rawat.

Refuting the ap-
prehensions, Nishank 
said that he is an “active 
party worker” and the BJP 
has given him “several im-
portant responsibilities”.

Holding a media 
briefing at the press club 
in Haridwar,the two-time 
incumbent Haridwar par-
liamentarian Nishank 

said: “I am an active ( 
party) worker... The party 
has given me several im-
portant responsibilities 
before and I abide by the 
party high command’s 
decision of replacing me 
with Rawat in the ongoing 
parliamentary election.”

“Since 1991, I have 
been active BJP worker. 
I was given assembly 
ticket from Karanprayag, 
Thailisain and Doiwala 
segments.I also held the 
post of cabinet minister 
in the then Kalyan Singh-
led Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment... held cabinet 
minister portfolios in BC 
Khanduri-led state gov-
ernment,” he said.

“I held the post of 
state chief minister. Was 
made BJP’s national 
vice-president, have been 
Haridwar parliamentarian 
twice... it is (always) the 
party high command’s 
decision which is taken in 
a broader perspective.I 
have no qualms and the 
major objective is to en-
sure that the party wins 
Haridwar again and rest 
of the four constituencies 
with a record margin,” 

said Nishank.
Rejecting the al-

legations of him leav-
ing electoral politics, he 
said: “I am neither leav-
ing Haridwar nor Uttara-
khand. I am still active in 
mainstream politics, so I 
urge my supporters and 
all party workers to cam-
paign with dedication and 
reach out to voters so 
that the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led BJP 
achieves the 400 plus 
seats target,”.

He was accompa-
nied by Ranipur-BHEL 
legislator Aadesh Chau-
han, former cabinet 
minister Swami Yatish-
waranand, district unit 
president Sandeep Goy-
al, Haridwar Lok Sabha 
incharge Love Sharma 
among other leaders dur-
ing the event.

Nishank who has 
been actively working for 
his constituency in the 
past two years, said that 
the mass development 
works carried out under 
his tenure “will certainly 
prove fruitful to Trivendra 
Singh Rawat during the 
electoral campaign.”

On delay in Con-
gress ticket allocation, 
Nishank remarked that 
not much impact will 
be visible whether Har-
ish Rawat or his son 
Virendra Rawat contest 
from Haridwar constitu-
ency as “BJP will win this 
time again with record 
margin.”

Reacting to Nis-
hank’s remarks, Congress 
state unit spokesperson 
Anil Chaudhary said that 
he should first answer 
why did the BJP drop his 
name from the list.

“If he has done 
mass development 
works as Haridwar par-
liamentarian... he should 
first answer why he was 
denied party ticket.” he 
said.

“Congress has a 
strong base in Haridwar 
and it will be a tough con-
test for Trivendra Singh 
Rawat as he has not 
been in much touch with 
local voters.Factional-
ism (within the BJP) will 
assist Congress in re-
gaining this seat ,which 
Harish Rawat last won in 
2009,” said Chaudhary .

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER:PWD:LONGDING DIVISION 

LONGDING DISTRICT : ARUNACHAL PRADESH
CORRIGENDUM

 It is to inform that the Notice Inviting Tender for the works mentioned below, opening date corrected as 
under :-
Sl. 
No

Name of work Original date for 
Tender opening

Corrected date 
for opening

Reason for 
Corrigendum

1 Community Hall with 500 Capacity at 
Pongchau village.

27-03-2024 07-06-2024

Due to enforcement of 
the Module code of 
conduct (MCC) on 

16- 03-2024

2 Const. Of Multipurpose Community Hall 
at Kamhua Noknu village

27-03-2024 07-06-2024

3 Approach road from Longnuho to Ch-
ingwan under Kaimoi village, Longding 
District.

27-03-2024 07-06-2024

4 Const. Of Mini Secretariat at 
Pongchau SDO Headquarter

28-03-2024 07-06-2024

5 Const. Of Mini Secretariat at Wakka SDO 
Headquarter

28-03-2024 07-06-2024

 Other terms and condition are remained un-changed.

Sd/- Executive Engineer 
Longding Division, PWD, AP 

Longding
DIPR/ARN-10934-35/2023

details of electoral bonds, 
including their ‘unique al-
pha-numeric’ codes to the 
Election Commission on 
March 21.

“It took only three 
lines of Python code and 
less than 15 seconds to 
match the donors with po-
litical parties, exposing the 
brazen and ridiculous claim 
of the SBI that it would take 
months to provide the data 
asked by the Supreme 
Court,” the Congress leader 
claimed. He added that any 
citizen could do the same 
using the documents avail-
able on the ECI’s website 
and the code developed by 
its workers.

The Supreme Court 
had in February struck 
down the Electoral Bonds 
Scheme as arbitrary and 
asked the SBI, which was 
responsible for issuing 
these anonymous bonds, 
to submit the details of all 
the donations made under 
this scheme to the Election 
Commission.

After its plea for an 
extension of the deadline 
for the submission of these 
bonds from March 12 to 
June 30 was denied by the 
Court, the bank submitted 
these details to the ECI, 
albeit in two separate lists 
– one with the details of 
the donors and one of the 
parties receiving these do-
nations – without a unique 
code allowing them to be 
accurately on matched.

However, on the 
SC’s direction, the SBI 
submitted a second pair of 
lists, which now includes 
the ‘unique alpha-numeric’ 
details of the bonds to the 
ECI. This data is now pub-
licly available on the Elec-
tion Commission’s website, 
and the Congress claims 
that its allegations of cor-
ruption against the BJP are 
based on matching the de-
tails of the donors to those 
of the recipient political par-
ties.
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ITANAGAR, March 22: 
Praveen Kataraki an IRAS officer 
who has been appointed as the Ex-
penditure Observer for 13- Itanagar, 
14- Doimukh and 15- Sagalee con-
vened a meeting today with the ROs 
and SPs in the conference hall of the 
DC Office on Friday, March 22.

As the observer for three 
constituencies—Itanagar, Doimukh, 
and Sagalee—the expenditure offic-
er stressed on the significance of the 
government and its various depart-
ments in upholding transparency in 
order to conduct a free and fair elec-
tion and to provide the candidates 
from different political parties, an 
even playing field. 

He informed about the seal-
ing limit of expenditure of a candi-
date for Parliamentary constituency 
which is 75 lakhs and for Assembly 
Constituency which is 28 lakhs. 
While stressing upon the importance 
of the accounting team and MCMC 

team, he also emphasised on the 
need for rigorous documentation of 
the amount of money seized during 
the entire period of election.

He discussed on the critical 
role that the police, excise, mining 
and forest departments play. He 
stressed the importance of the pres-
ence of all these departments at the 
integrated checkpost for thorough 
verifications. He also directed the 
Railway Protection Force to ensure 
adequate route monitoring and im-
plementation of MCC at the Railway 
station.

The Expenditure Observer 
also reviewed the role of AEO, SST, 
FST, VST, VVT etc.

DEO Papumpare cum RO 
14- Doimukh Shri Jiken Bomjen in-
formed that Magistrate has already 
been deployed at Naharlagun Rail-
way station for carrying out the 
checking drive along with the team 
of RPF. He also sought cooperation 

of all the departments in success-
fully carrying out the election.  

 The S.P. Capital Itanagar 
Rohit Rajbir Singh briefed on the 
security aspect and security ar-
rangement. He stressed on the 
role of Liquor Monitoring Team be-
ing one of the most important entity 
and further stressed on checking of 
bonded warehouses to address the 
issue of illegal selling/ transportation 
of liquor’s while emphasising that 
addressing the issues at their root 
is crucial.

 Later, Shweta Nagarkoti, RO 
13- Itanagar urged all the officers to 
take their role seriously and sensi-
bly. She also stressed that checking 
at Integrated Check Post(ICP) along 
with the officers of Forest, Tax and 
Excise and Mining to be intensified.

Among others, ASP Capi-
tal Itanagar Angad Mehta, DFO 
Banderdewa and officers from Tax 
and Excise attended the meeting.

EO holds meeting 
with the ROs and SPs for 

free and fair elections

ITANAGAR, March 22: 
A coordination meeting was convened 
in the chamber of the Deputy Commis-
sioner Capital Itanagar cum RO 13- 
Itanagar AC, Shweta Nagarkoti with 
the ASP Capital Angad Mehta and all 
the Sector Magistrates appointed for 
the ensuing simultaneous election. 

The DC cum RO urged all the 
sector magistrates to visit all the poll-
ing stations and submit list of require-
ments like space, equipment etc. to 
the RO at the earliest. She also urged 
them to complete the vulnerable map-

pings at the earliest to facilitate neces-
sary arrangements to ensure free and 
fair elections; free from threat, intimi-
dation and inducements. She further 
urged the Magistrates and Police to 
work in close coordination to ensure 
peaceful election. 

The ASP briefed on the impor-
tance of Vulnerability mapping in elec-
tions which is crucial for identifying 
and addressing potential weakness-
es in the electoral process. “It helps 
in understanding areas where fraud, 
manipulation, or other irregularities 

may occur, allowing authorities to im-
plement targeted measures to safe-
guard the integrity of the election. By 
proactively addressing vulnerabilities, 
we can enhance transparency, cred-
ibility, and public trust in the electoral 
system, ultimately promoting free and 
fair elections”, he informed. He also 
provided an insight into the security 
arrangement for the election. 

EAC (Election) Takam Nicho-
las also briefed on the role of the sec-
tor magistrates in the election proc-
ess.

DC holds meeting ASP and Sector Magistrates

PASIGHAT, March 22:
The Pasighat unit of Nehru Yuva 
Kendra (NYK) organised a ‘neigh-
bourhood youth parliament’ at the 
District Institute of Education & 
Training (DIET) here in East Siang 
district on Friday, March 22.

“The programme was aimed 
at creating an institutional platform 
at various levels, where youths 
can articulate their views on vari-
ous issues and draw the attention 
of the local administration to issues 
and concerns affecting their lives 
by providing them with firsthand 
exposure to engaging in dialogue 

with fellow youths within the frame-
work of parliamentary procedures 
through a mock parliament pro-
gramme,” the NYK informed in a 
release.

DIET Principal Tapang Taki, 
who was invited as a guest, en-
couraged the youths to be “actively 
involved in this kind of programme 
to develop leadership qualities 
and realise your full potential to 
contribute to the nation-building 
process.”

The NYK’s district youth of-
ficer spoke on the benefit of reg-
istering on the MY Bharat portal, 

and urged the participants to be 
“peer advocates to support our lo-
cal products by following the motto 
of our government, ie, ‘Vocal for 
Local’.”

All the participants at the 
mock drill were in the traditional 
attire.

A mock parliament on drug 
abuse was also conducted.

“After the conclusion of the 
mock parliament, an interactive 
quiz was conducted for the audi-
ence with a small token gift, and 
the participants were felicitated 
with certificates,” the release said.

Neighbourhood 
Youth Parliament Program held
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ITANAGAR
No. LMD-13011/45/2023/2023  Dated Itanagar, the 7th Feb, 2024

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION
ISSUED UNDER SECTION-11(1) READ WITH SECTION 40(1) OF THE RIGHT TO FAIR 
COMPENSATION AND TRANSPARENCY IN LAND ACQUISITION, REHABILITATION 

AND RESETTLEMENT ACT 2013

 WHEREAS, it appears to the Governor, that a total of 189.0651 Ha. Land from Tato to Monigong under Tato/
Pidi/Monigong Circle/ Tehsil/Block (as applicable) Shi Yomi District for public purpose, namely for “construction of 
Double Lane Frontier Highway NH-913 from Tato km 0.00 to Monigong km 52.972 (Total length 52.972 km) being 
executed by the NHIDCL.

 A total of nil number of families are likely to be displaced due to the land acquisition. The reason necessitating 
such is given below.
................................................................................N/A.......................................................................

 The Deputy Commissioner, Shi Yomi District, Tato is appointed as Administrator for the purpose of rehabili-
tation and resettlement of the affected families. Therefore, it is notified that for the above said project in the Tato, 
Pabuying, Hirong Lungte, Karo, Jorong, Sheet, Taking- Lingtak, Karle, Jereling and Monigong village under Tato/Pidi/
Monigong Circle/ Tehsil/Block (as applicable) Shi Yomi District a piece of land measuring 189.0651 Ha of  standard 
measurement, whose detailed description is as follows, is under acquisition:-

SI. 
No.

Survey No. Type of Title Type of Land Area under 
acquisition (in 
Ha.)

Name and adress 
of the person in-
terested

Boundaries

1. a No survey 
n u m b e r  i s 
available in 
this location 
due to being 
a non-cadas-
tral

Community/
private land 
and  Gov t . 
Land.

Residential, 
commercial, 
Horti, Forest, 
A g r i  l a n d , 
J h u m  l a n d 
a n d  R o c k y 
area.

189.0651 List of land owner 
shall be recorded 
and identified af-
ter physical sur-
vey and ground 
verification after 
issue of their noti-
fication

North :- BRTF Road/ Com-
munity land / Private land. 
South :- Community land / 
Private land. 
East :- Monigong Town 
West :- BRTF Road/ Com-
munity land/ Private land.

 
 This notification is made under the provisions of Section 40[1] of the Right to Fair Compensation & Transpar-
ency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation & resettlement Act, 2013.

 A plan of the land may be inspected in the office of the Deputy Commissioner/ Collector and DLRSO, ShiYomi 
on any day during the working hours.

 The Governor is pleased to authorize Deputy Commissioner, Shi Yomi/(requirlng body) Executive Director 
(P) RO- Itanagar NHIDCL and their staff to enter upon and survey land, take levels of any land, dig or bore into the 
sub-soil and do all other acts required for the proper execution of tneir work as provided and specified In Section 12 
of the said Act.

 Under section 11 [4] of the Act, no person shall make any transaction or cause any transaction of land i.e., 
sale/ purchase, etc. or create any encumbrances on such land from the date of publication of such notification without 
prior approval of the Collector.

 The provisions of Sub-Sectlons [1], [2] and Sub-Section [3] of section 40 of the Right to Fair Compensation 
and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Settlement Act., 2013 are applicable to the acquisition of 
the aforesaid land.

 The provisions of Chapters-ll and III and Sections 15 to 18 of the Act Shall not apply to the acquisition and 
declaration may be made under Section-19 in respect of above land at any time after the date of publication of the 
Preliminary Notification under Sub-Section [1] of Section 11;

 The Collector (Deputy Commissioner), Shi Yomi, District, Amnachal Pradesh though no award has been 
made, may, on expiration of thirty days from the publication of the notice mentioned in Section 21, take possession 
of any land needed for a public purpose and such land shall mere upon vest absolutely in the Government, free from 
all encumbrances; and

 No additional compensation will be required to be paid for acquisition of the above land.

 Since the land is urgently required for the project falling within the purview of Section 40[4], so it has been 
decided not to carry out the Social Impact Assessment Study”.

Sd/-(A.K.Singh) IAS,
Secretary (Land Management)

Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh
ITANAGARDIPR/ARN-10972-73/2023

Jaishankar calls on Malaysian 
PM Ibrahim, praises his vision 

for stronger bilateral ties
NEW DELHI, MAR 27:
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Wednesday 
called on Malaysian Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim and 
appreciated his vision for 
stronger bilateral ties, as-
serting that it would help 
craft a more “ambitious 
agenda” for the India-Ma-
laysia relationship.

Jaishankar is in Kua-
la Lumpur on the third and 
last leg of his three-nation 
tour to Singapore, the Philip-
pines and Malaysia.

“Honour to call on 
Prime Minister @anwaribra-
him of Malaysia. Conveyed 
the warm greetings of PM @
narendramodi,” Jaishankar 
said in a post on X. Praising 
the Malaysian prime min-
ister’s vision for a stronger 
bilateral relationship, he 
said, “His vision for stronger 
India-Malaysia ties, both in 
traditional and new-age ar-
eas, will help us craft a more 
ambitious agenda for the re-
lationship.” “Benefitted from 
his guidance and insights on 
regional developments,” he 

added.
Earlier, Jaishankar 

met his Malaysian coun-
terpart Mohamad bin Haji 
Hasan. The two foreign 
ministers held a “produc-
tive and frank discussion, 
including exchanging views 
on the multifaceted dimen-
sions of Malaysia-India bi-
lateral affairs as well as 
regional and international 
issues of mutual interest,” 
the Malaysian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs said in an 
official statement.

“Delighted to meet 
FM @tokmatn9 to begin my 
visit to Malaysia,” Jaishan-
kar said in a post on X. “Ex-
changed views on enhanc-
ing collaboration in political, 
economic, defence, digital, 
startups, consular and p2p 
(people-to-people) link-
ages. Shared perspectives 
on the region, Indo-Pacific, 
West Asia and Ukraine,” 

he said.
Delighted to meet 

FM @tokmatn9 to begin my 
visit to Malaysia.

Exchanged views 
on enhancing collaboration 
in political, economic, de-
fence, digital, startups, con-
sular and p2p linkages.

Shared perspec-
tives on the region, Indo-
Pacific, West Asia and 
Ukraine.

Jaishankar said that 

he looks forward to further 
strengthening engage-
ments as the two coun-
tries near the completion 
of a decade of Enhanced 
Strategic Partnership. The 
ministers also discussed 
the exchange of high-level 
visits and the convening of 
the 7th Joint Commission 
Meeting of Malaysia and 
India on a mutually agree-
able date.

This was the first 
meeting between Jaishan-
kar and Hasan since the lat-
ter took office in December 
2023, the statement said. 
Jaishankar is also sched-
uled to meet Minister of Dig-
ital Gobind Singh Deo, the 
foreign ministry here said. 
His visit aims to strengthen 
cooperation between India 
and Malaysia and enhance 
understanding of shared 
challenges and opportuni-
ties, it said.

Malaysia and India 
share a long-standing and 
substantive relationship 
bound by robust economic 
partnerships and close peo-
ple-to-people ties.

In 2023, India was 
Malaysia’s 12th largest 
global trading partner, with 
total trade amounting to RM 
77.76 billion (USD 16.53 bil-
lion), the statement said.

Given political will, aerospace 
power can be effectively used 
beyond enemy lines: IAF chief

NEW DELHI, MAR 27:
IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal 
V R Chaudhari on Wednes-
day said that “Balakot-like 
operations” have shown 
that given political will, aero-
space power can be effec-
tively used beyond enemy 
lines.

In his address at 
a seminar on “Aerospace 
Power in Future Conflicts”, 
he also said that as nations 
increasingly rely on space-
based assets for building 
strategic advantage, “milita-
risation and weaponisation 
of space has become an 
inevitable reality”.

“Through the annals 
of human history, the skies 
have often been regarded 
as realms of wonder and 
exploration, where dreams 
take flight and boundaries 
dissolve into the vast blue 
expanse,” he said.

Yet, beneath this 
calmness lies a domain 
“fraught with competition 
where contest for aerial su-
periority” has shaped the 
destiny of many nations 
and decided the outcome of 
many wars, the chief of the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) said.

“As we nav igate 
these uncharted skies, air 
power being a key com-
ponent of national power, 
would undoubtedly play a 
pivotal role and also serve 
as a symbol of national 
strength, a tool for peace 
and cooperation,” he said.

The IAF chief said, 
“We all need to acknowl-
edge that wars of the future 
will be fought differently.” 
Future conflicts will be char-
acterised by a blend of si-
multaneous application of ki-
netic and non-kinetic forces, 
high-levels of battle space 

transparency, multi-domain 
operations, a high-degree of 
precision, enhanced lethal-
ity, a compressed sensor-to-
shooter cycle, and of course, 
all under intense media scru-
tiny, he said.

The air chief marshal 
also said, “Balakot-like oper-
ations have shown that given 
the political will, aerospace 
power can be effectively 
carried out beyond enemy 
lines, in a no-war, no-peace 
scenario, under a nuclear 
overhang without escalating 
into a full-blown conflict.”

S p a c e  h a s  a l s o 
emerged as a “critical do-
main for conduct of mili-
tary operations”, wherein 
seamless communication, 
navigation and surveillance 
capabilities would enhance 
survivability of modern mili-
tary forces, the IAF chief 
said.

Mandi: BJP takes to streets over Congress 
leader’s comments against Kangana Ranaut

NEW DELHI, MAR 27:
Enraged over indecent 
comments posted by 
Congress leader Supriya 
Shrinate against BJP’s 
Lok Sabha candidate 
Kangana Ranaut and her 
home constituency Mandi 
in Himachal Pradesh, a 
large number of BJP work-
ers on Wednesday took to 
the streets and lodged a 
protest in the town.

Talking to media-
persons at Seri Manch in 
Mandi town, former chief 
minister and Leader of Op-
position Jai Ram Thakur 
said, “Derogatory remarks 
against Mandi and the 
daughter of Mandi, actor 
Kangana Ranaut, who is 
the BJP Lok Sabha can-
didate from Mandi parlia-
ment seat, will not be tol-
erated.” Congress leaders 
Shrinate and H S Ahir have 
kicked up a huge political 
row by posting derogatory 
remarks against Ranaut 
and Mandi on their social 
media handles.

Thakur said there is 
anger among the people of 
Mandi and “Dev Bhoomi” 
Himachal, as an attempt 
has been made to tarnish 

the land of “Mandav Ri-
shi”, also known as Chhoti 
Kashi, which is an abode 
of over 300 temples.

T h e  p e o p l e  o f 
Mandi, especial ly the 
youth and the women, 
have taken to the streets 
today to protest against 
the indecent remark of 
the Congress leaders and 
to show solidarity with 
Ranaut, “the daughter of 
Mandi”, he said.

“We have come 
here to convey the mes-
sage that the people of 
Mandi are with Kangana 
Ranaut,” he added.

Thakur said Shri-
nate has clarified that 
many people have ac-
cess to her Facebook 
and Instagram accounts, 
and someone from them 
made the inappropriate 
post which has been de-
leted. He wanted to know 
the person who posted 
such remarks and why no 
FIR has been registered 
against that person.

Shrinate had said 
“As soon as I came to 
know, I deleted that post. 
Everyone who knows me, 
also knows very well that I 

can never make personal 
and indecent comments 
towards any woman. I 
wanted to know how this 
happened.”

“The  Congress 
leaders are in a habit of 
saying something and do-
ing something else. Con-
gress leader Rahul gandhi 
talks about ‘Shakti’ but 
openly opposes ‘Sana-
than’,” Thakur said, and 
added that “we cannot 
forget the Gudiya rape 
and the murder case of 
a school-going minor girl 
which took place during 
the previous Congress 
government ”  i n  Ju ly 
2017.

Terming the re-
marks of the Congress 
leaders on women and 
Mandi as unfortunate, he 
said that the people of 
Himachal Pradesh will 
not spare the Congress 
and it will have to face the 
consequences not only 
in Mandi but in the entire 
country in the Lok Sabha 
elections.

He said Ranaut 
would win by a margin of 
lakhs of votes.

The BJP has al-

ready filed a complaint with 
the Election Commission 
and the party is also ex-
amining the legal angles to 
proceed in this regard, he 
said. In its complaint filed 
on Tuesday, the BJP said 
the Congress leaders have 
misused social media and 
tried to demean Ranaut.

“These remarks, 
derogatory and sexually-
oriented, which undermine 
the dignity of a woman, are 
also in violation of the man-
datory guidelines of the 
Model Code of Conduct.

“These individuals 
used vile and vulgar lan-
guage on social media 
platforms against Kangana 
Ranaut. It is also a clear 
infringement of her right 
to dignity and decency as 
envisaged in Chapter III of 
the Constitution of India,” 
the BJP said.

It accused the Con-
gress leaders of intending 
to assassinate Ranaut’s 
character. The BJP also 
said the highly objection-
able and indecent state-
ments against her clearly 
show that the Congress 
has no respect towards 
the law of the land.

PM Modi gave ‘suvidha, swasthya and samman’ 
to women: Union minister Jitendra Singh

NEW DELHI, MAR 27:
Union minister Ji tendra 
Singh said on Wednesday 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has given “suvidha”, 
“swasthya” and “samman” 
to women through different 
schemes.

Addressing a rally 
here, Singh, who is the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) candidate from Ud-
hampur in the upcoming Lok 
Sabha polls, said most of 
the Centre’s schemes are 
women and youth-centric, 

without any terms and con-
ditions or mortgage, and the 
only guarantee is “Modi ki 
guarantee”.

“Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has given su-
vidha (facility), swasthya 
(healthcare facilities) and 
samman (respect) to wom-
en. In other words, he has 
provided facilities for the 
convenience of women, 
thereby also taking care of 
their healthy well-being and, 
at the same time, according 
them the respect and esteem 

that they deserve,” he said.
The Union minister 

of state for personnel re-
called that in his very first 
Independence Day address 
after taking over as prime 
minister, Modi had given a 
call for building toilets. “The 
impact was so magical that 
within the first year itself, 
more than four Lakh toilets 
were built and it turned into 
a mass movement. In doing 
so, Modi not only provided 
a facility to deprived women 
but also gave them a dig-
nified and healthy option,” 
Singh said.

Similarly, he said, 
when the prime minister pro-
vided gas cylinders under 
the “Ujjwala” scheme, there 
was no discrimination on the 
basis of caste, creed and 
religion or even vote-bank 
consideration. “The pucca 
houses being constructed 
are given to the deserving 
families without any political 
consideration and by doing 
so, Modi has introduced a 
new political culture in this 
country,” Singh said.

He said it was the 
Congress government and its 
allies who gave a 4 per cent 

reservation to youngsters 
along the Line of Control 
(LoC) but denied the same to 
those along the international 
border of Hiranagar because 
they did not find their vote 
bank here. “There can be no 
greater inhuman injustice to 
youngsters,” he added.

Singh said the Modi 
government has undone all 
these anomalies and given 
equal justice to all. “Today, 
roads have been constructed 
up to the zero line interna-
tional border and all this has 
happened only in the last 10 
years,” he said.

The BJP leader said 
60 to 65 per cent of the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak Yo-
jana (PMGSY) road projects 
allotted to Jammu and Kash-
mir this year at a cost of more 
than Rs 3,700 crore benefit 
the Udhampur Lok Sabha 
constituency.

H e  s a i d  s e v e r a l 
far-flung areas have been 
connected with all-weather 
roads for the benefit of the 
people living in these loca-
tions. “Work is underway in 
full swing to complete the re-
maining projects,” the Union 
minister added.
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PM Modi calls Putin, Zelenskyy 
amid Swiss peace moves

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi spoke to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
Wednesday, conveying 
India’s consistent posi-
tion in favour of dialogue 
and diplomacy as the way 
forward and that it would 
continue to do everything 
within its means to support 
a peaceful solution to the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Moves are afoot to 
schedule a visit to New 
Delhi next week by Ukraine 
Foreign Minister Dmitry 
Kuleba at a time when Kyiv 
is keen on India’s pres-
ence at the peace summit 
in Switzerland.

It is learnt that of-
ficials in Switzerland, India 
and Ukraine are working 
towards India’s partici-
pation at the summit this 
summer. China has also 
indicated that it is likely to 
attend the summit, sourc-
es said.

That Kyiv wants 
Delhi to participate was 
underlined by Zelenskyy 
who, in a post on X af-
ter his conversation with 
Modi, said, “It will be im-
portant for us to see India 
attend the inaugural Peace 
Summit, which is currently 
being prepared in Switzer-
land.”

Modi, in the phone 
call to Putin, “congratu-
lated him on his re-election 
as the President of the 
Russian Federation and 
conveyed his best wishes 

for peace, progress and 
prosperity of the friendly 
people of Russia,” the Min-
istry of External Affairs 
said in a statement.

The Kremlin’s state-
ment said that “during the 
extensive telephone call, 
Narendra Modi congratu-
lated Vladimir Putin on 
his landslide victory in the 
Russian presidential elec-
tion and offered his sincere 
wishes of prosperity and 
well-being to the Russian 
people”.

“The conversation 
was warm and friendly. 
Vladimir Putin wished Na-
rendra Modi successful 
parliamentary elections in 
India,” the Kremlin said.

Modi, in a post on 
X, said, “Spoke with Presi-
dent Putin and congratu-
lated him on his re-election 
as the President of the 
Russian Federation. We 
agreed to work together 
to further deepen and ex-
pand India-Russia Spe-
cial & Privileged Strategic 
Partnership in the years 
ahead.”

The MEA said that 
while “discussing the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, PM 
reiterated India’s consis-
tent position in favour of 
dialogue and diplomacy as 
the way forward. The two 
leaders agreed to remain 
in touch.”

The Kremlin said 
that they exchanged views 
on various issues on the 
internat ional  agenda, 
“particularly regarding the 
situation around Ukraine”. 

They affirmed their com-
mitment to coordinating 
their countries’ actions 
within multilateral formats, 
including the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
and BRICS, it said.

About his discus-
sion with the leader of 
Ukraine, Modi said he had 
“a good conversation” with 
Zelenskyy on strength-
ening the India-Ukraine 
partnership. “Conveyed 
India’s consistent support 
for all efforts for peace and 
bringing an early end to 
the ongoing conflict. India 
will continue to provide 
humanitarian assistance 
guided by our people-cen-
tric approach,” he said.

Zelenskyy said he 
spoke to Modi to “express 
gratitude for India’s sup-
port for Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity, humanitarian aid, 
and active participation in 
Peace Formula meetings. 
It will be important for us 
to see India attend the 
inaugural Peace Summit, 
which is currently being 
prepared in Switzerland.”

“We discussed the 
development of our bilater-
al relations, which should 
include a meeting of our 
teams and a session of the 
intergovernmental com-
mission on cooperation in 
New Delhi in the nearest 
future,” he said, indicating 
about Kuleba’s proposed 
visit next week.

“Ukraine is inter-
ested in strengthening 
our trade and economic 

ties with India, particu-
larly in agricultural exports, 
aviation cooperation, and 
pharmaceutical and in-
dustrial product trade,” the 
Ukrainian President said, 
adding that “Ukraine also 
wishes to welcome Indian 
students back to Ukrainian 
educational institutions”.

The  MEA sa id , 
“While discussing the 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, the PM reiterat-
ed India’s people-centric 
approach and called for 
dialogue and diplomacy as 
the way forward. He high-
lighted that India supports 
all efforts for an early and 
peaceful resolution of all is-
sues between the parties. 
He added that India would 
continue to do everything 
within its means to sup-
port a peaceful solution. 
President Zelenskyy ap-
preciated India’s continued 
humanitarian assistance 
for the people of Ukraine.”

It said the two lead-
ers discussed ways to 
further strengthen India-
Ukraine partnership in 
various spheres. The two 
leaders agreed to remain 
in touch, it said.

Kuleba’s visit will be 
his first since the Russia-
Ukraine war broke out in 
February 2022.

Modi has spoken 
to Putin and Zelenskyy in 
the past – with the Russian 
President, he has had at 
least five phone calls and 
with the Ukraine Presi-
dent there have been at 
least four phone calls since 

the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. He has also met 
both leaders in-person on 
the sidelines of multilateral 
summits.

Earlier, Zelenskyy 
had sought India’s support 
for his 10-point “peace for-
mula”, which calls for with-
drawal of Russian troops 
from Ukraine, release of 
prisoners, restoration of 
Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity, and guarantees on 
nuclear safety, food and 
energy security.

Since February 
2022,  New Delh i  has 
provided at least 12 con-
signments, totalling 99.3 
tonnes, of humanitarian 
assistance, to Ukraine and 
neighbouring countries. 
These include medicines, 
blankets, tents, tarpaulin 
and medical equipment.

India has sought 
to maintain a diplomatic 
balancing act between 
Russia and Ukraine. While 
India has not explicitly con-
demned the Russian inva-
sion, it has called for an 
international probe into 
the Bucha massacre and 
expressed concern over 
nuclear threats issued by 
Russian leaders. At the UN 
Security Council, India has 
taken a nuanced position 
and abstained from voting 
against Russia in several 
resolutions. Modi had told 
Putin in September 2022 
that “this is not the era 
of war” – a formulation 
that found echo in the G20 
summit statement in Bali in 
November 2022.

‘Insulted Hinduism’: BJP goes to 
Election Commission over Rahul 

Gandhi’s ‘Shakti’ remark

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
The BJP Wednesday com-
plained to the Election 
Commission against the 
Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Shakti’ 
remark, accusing him of 
insulting Hinduism and Hin-
dus, of misogyny and also 
of ‘lowering the majesty’ of 
the Supreme Court – which 
had upheld the use of EVMs 
– by spreading misinfor-
mation and disinformation 
about them.

The party quoted 
verbatim the sentences 
of Rahul Gandhi in Mum-
bai, and claimed that these 
amounted to spreading ha-
tred against the worship-
pers of Goddess Durga, 
who is also called Shakti.

“While addressing 
the rally, Mr. Gandhi said 
– Hindu Dharm mein ek 
shabd hai Shakti. Hum ek 
shakti ke khilaaf lad rahe 
hain. Sawaal ye hai ki wo 
shakti kya hai? Raja ki 

aatma EVM mein hai. Ye 
sach hai. Raja ki aatma 
EVM mein hai,” the BJP’s 
memorandum said.

The BJP’s memo-
randum said, “… in Hin-
duism, Goddess Durga is 
among the most revered 
deities and is prayed by 
the name Shakti. This ob-
noxious statement against 
Hinduism and Hindu gods 
has deeply hurt the senti-
ments of Hindus as it was 
rendered with malicious 
intention of insulting the 
religious values associated 
with ‘Shakti’ and creates en-
mity among the religions so 
that the INC in general and 
Rahul Gandhi in particular 
can appease some religious 
community.”

T h e  c o m p l a i n t 
added that since the word 
Shakti was associated with 
female deity and women, 
Rahul’s statement was also 
“misogynistic”.

The complaint also 
slammed the Congress 
leader for “questioning” 
EVMs: “Shri Rahul Gandhi 
further in his speech raised 
false and mischievous al-
legations with respect to 
the authenticity of the EVMs 
despite the authoritative 
pronouncement of the Su-
preme Court as well as 
clarifications issued by the 
Election Commission of 
India clearly stating that 
the concerns and doubts 
raised over the functioning 
of EVMs/VVPATs are ‘mis-
conceived, devoid of merits 
and a regressive thought’.” 
It added, “…Rahul Gandhi 
with audacious impunity 
has been raising question 
marks on the functioning of 
the EVM and the role of the 
EC by relying on distorted 
facts and to intentionally 
spread misinformation… 
to lower the majesty of the 
court.”

No bias: Govt to Supreme Court as it defends 
exclusion of CJI from panel to select ECs

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
THE CENTRE on Wednes-
day defended the selection 
of the two new election com-
missioners by a commit-
tee that excluded the Chief 
Justice of India, saying the 
independence of the Election 
Commission “does not arise 
from” the presence of a judi-
cial member in the selection 
committee. “To indicate… 
that selection committees 
without judicial members 
would invariably be biased is 
wholly incorrect,” it said.

Responding to the 
SC’s notice on a plea filed by 
the Association for Democrat-
ic Reforms (ADR) which chal-
lenged the appointments, the 
Ministry of Law and Justice, 
in an affidavit on Wednesday, 
also denied that the meeting 
of the selection committee 
was advanced to pre-empt a 
hearing in the Supreme Court 
the next day.

Supporting The Chief 
Election Commissioner and 
other Election Commission-
ers (Appointment, Condi-
tions of Service and Terms 
of Office) Act, 2023, which 
provides for a selection com-
mittee comprising the Prime 
Minister, Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha, and a 
Union Cabinet Minister, the 
ministry said: “The indepen-
dence of the EC, or any other 
organisation or authority, 
does not arise from, and is 
not attributable to, the pres-
ence of a judicial member in 
the selection committee… 
Equally, the presence of se-
nior government functionar-
ies on the selection commit-
tee cannot in, and of, itself 
be a ground to automatically 
assume bias on behalf of the 
committee.”

On the NGO’s claim 
that the selection commit-
tee meeting was preponed 
to March 14, to “pre-empt” 
the SC’s order the next day, 
when the matters challenging 
the 2023 law were listed for 
hearing on interim relief, the 
government said the meeting 
had been rescheduled on 
March 9 itself in view of Arun 
Goel’s resignation. There 
was “no attempt whatsoever 
to pre-empt the judicial pro-
cess in any manner whatso-

ever,” it said.
Retired IAS officers 

Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir 
Singh Sandhu were appoint-
ed as election commissioners 
on March 14, hours after their 
selection by a three-member 
committee of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah and Lead-
er of Congress in Lok Sabha 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. 
Chowdhury had recorded 
his dissent, saying he got 
the names of six shortlisted 
officers only minutes before 
the meeting.

Raising this in its 
plea, ADR said this reflected 
“premeditation on the minds 
of the two members of the 
Executive with regard to the 
names of those who would be 
appointed to the post.”

In its affidavit, the 
government said Chowdhury 
was handed a list of candi-
dates under consideration 
on March 13, but the shortlist 
could not be provided as the 
search committee had not 
completed its process.

The search commit-
tee shortlisted the names 
only on March 14, after which 
it was provided to the selec-
tion committee, it said. “The 
procedure prescribed by law 
has been fully followed. The 
list of shortlisted persons was 
made available to the leader 
of the single largest party in 
Opposition as soon as prac-
ticable, after the search com-
mittee finalised six names,” 
it said.

“The credentials of 
the persons finally appointed 
to the post of Election Com-
missioner have at no point 
been called into question… 
(and) no objection whatso-
ever has been raised about 
the fitness, eligibility or com-
petence… Instead, a political 
controversy is sought to be 
created only on the basis 
of bare, unsupported and 
pernicious statements about 
certain vague and unspeci-
fied motives behind the ap-
pointment,” the government 
said.

“The case of the pe-
titioners is premised on one 
fundamental fallacy that the 
independence can only be 
maintained in any authority 

when the selection commit-
tee is of a particular formula-
tion,” it said. Saying that “the 
high constitutional functionar-
ies ought to be presumed to 
act fairly and in good faith”, 
it said that “to indicate, as 
the petitioners suggest, that 
selection committees with-
out judicial members would 
invariably be biased is wholly 
incorrect”.

The new law on ap-
pointment of the CEC and 
ECs was enacted after the 
SC’s direction, on March 2, 
2023, in the Anoop Baranwal 
vs Union of India case, to 
include the CJI in the com-
mittee.

The government on 
Wednesday underlined that 
the SC had only provided a 
“stop gap” arrangement, until 
the Parliament stepped in. 
“Where the Constitution itself 
specifically vests Parliament 
with the power to decide 
upon the appointments of 
the Election Commissioner, 
and Parliament exercises 
this power, no question of 
Executive overruling” can 
arise, it said.

“ T h e  ( S C )  j u d g -
ment… had been conscious 
of the fact that the ultimate 
decision making power in this 
regard lay with Parliament 
and so it had consciously 
evolved a time-limited mech-
anism for appointments to 
the EC. This mechanism 
was to last only till the time 
that Parliament made a law 
on the subject,” it said. The 
Centre contended that the 
2023 law was “a significant 
improvement on the status 
quo existing and provides 
for a far more democratic, 
collaborative and inclusive 
exercise for appointment of 
Election Commissioners in 
line with the spirit of the judg-
ment…” The ministry said 
that with the term of the 17th 
Lok Sabha set to expire on 
June 16, 2024, it was manda-
tory to constitute the 18th Lok 
Sabha before that. Saying it 
was “imperative” that the poll 
dates were announced in 
time, it said that after Goel’s 
resignation, it “would have 
been humanly not possible 
for one CEC to discharge his 
functions alone”.

All electoral bond details handed to 
Election Commission: SBI to Supreme Court

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
The State Bank of India 
Thursday informed the 
Supreme Court that it has 
furnished all details on elec-
toral bonds to the Election 
Commission of India – in 
line with the court’s direc-
tions.

In an affidavit filed 
before the top court, the 
SBI chairman said that 
“on 21.03.2024, the State 
Bank of India has provided/
disclosed all details of the 
electoral bonds which are in 
its possession and custody 
to the Election Commission 
of India”.

It said that “the infor-
mation disclosed includes” 

details of the purchaser 
like serial number, URN 
number, journal date, date 
of purchase, bond number, 
status, date of expiry, name 
of the purchaser, prefix, 
bond number, denomina-
tion, issue branch code, 
issue teller and status.

The information also 
includes details of redemp-
tion by political parties, in-
cluding serial number, date 
of encashment, name of 
political party, last four digits 
of account number, prefix, 
bond number, denomina-
tion, pay branch code and 
pay teller.

It said that the “prefix 
and the bond number is 

in fact the alphanumeric 
number”.

The affidavit states 
that “the complete bank 
account numbers and KYC 
details of political parties are 
not being made public as it 
may compromise the secu-
rity of the account (cyber 
security). Similarly, KYC de-
tails of purchasers are also 
not being made public for 
security reasons, apart from 
the fact that such informa-
tion is not fed/collated in the 
system. However, they are 
not necessary for identifying 
the political parties”.

The affidavit added, 
“The SBI is now revealing 
information (along with that 

already disclosed) which will 
show: a) The name of the 
purchaser of the bond; b) 
The denomination and spe-
cific number of the bond; c) 
The name of the party that 
has encashed the bond; d) 
Last four digits of the bank 
account number of political 
parties; e) The denomina-
tion and number of the bond 
encashed.”

The bank said it “has 
now disclosed all details 
and that no details (oth-
er than complete account 
numbers and KYC details) 
have been withheld from 
disclosure in terms of the 
directions contained in para 
221 of the judgment dated 

15.02.2024 read with order 
dated 18.03.2024” passed 
by the court.

The Supreme Court 
on Monday had pulled up 
SBI, directing the bank to 
“disclose all details” on elec-
toral bonds purchased or 
redeemed after its April 12, 
2019 interim order, including 
their unique alphanumeric 
codes, to the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI), and 
to file an affidavit on compli-
ance by March 21, 5 pm.

On March 15, the 
court had issued notice to 
the SBI, saying the bank 
was “duty-bound” to furnish 
the unique alphanumeric 
codes.

Today astronauts are from IAF, tomorrow research 
scientists too would don the role: ISRO chief

NEW DELHI, MAR 21:
The country’s astronauts at 
present are from the Indian 
Air Force but very soon re-
search scientists would also 
don this role when the hu-
man space programme will 
begin running in a continu-
ous manner, Indian Space 
Research Organisat ion 
chairperson S Somanath 
said on Thursday.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had, on February 
27, revealed the names of 
the four astronauts who are 
currently training for India’s 
first-ever human space flight 
mission ‘Gaganyaan’. The 
four, Group Captains Pras-
anth Nair, Angad Pratap, Ajit 
Krishnan and Wing Com-
mander Shubhanshu Shukla 
are from the IAF.

Answering a query 
on qualifications to become 
an astronaut, Somanath 
said, “Today, astronauts 
are coming from the Indian 
Air Force and they are pi-
lots. Tomorrow, when we 
will start out human space 
programme in a continu-
ous manner, we will require 
research scientists etc.” 
“You can become scientific 
specialist to go on board (a 
spacecraft) and become an 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICER

PAPUM PARE DISTRICT::YUPIA
Email:deopapumpare-arn@nic.in

NO.EN/YPA/GE/2024/756  20th March, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
 In connection with the appeal for release of the seizure of cash and other valuables by the Police/FST/SST 
within the jurisdiction of DEO, Papum Pare District, this is for wide public that a Grievance Redressal Committee 
(GRS) compromising of the following members been constituted vide order NO.EN/YPA/GE-01/2023/686 Daled 16th 
March, 2024:
 
 1. Shri Khoda Bath, Nodal Officer (EEM Cell). 9436256133 - Convenor
 2. Project Director, DRDA, Papum Pare   - Member
 3.     Treasury Officer, Naharlagun    - Member

 The Grievance Redressal Committee (GRC) shall suo-motu examine each case of seizure and where the 
Committee finds that no FIR/ Complaint has been filed against the seizure or where the seizure is not linked with 
any candidate or political party or any election campaign, etc. as per Standard Operating Procedure, it shall take 
immediate step to order release of such cash, etc. to such persons from whom the cash/valuables was seized after 
passing a speaking order to that effect.
 The committee shall look into all cases and take decision on seizure.

Sd/- (Jiken Bomjen) APCS
District Election Officer

Papum Pare::Yupia

DEO
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astronaut. We are starting 
a space station. You can 
become an astronaut to do 
specific things. You can be-
come biology scientist and 
become space astronaut. 
Become a physicist, do 

experiments and become 
space scientist,” he added.

Somanath was ad-
dressing the valedictory 
function of ‘Space on Wheels’ 
organised by Vigyan Bharti 
Vidarbha Pradesh Mandal in 

association with ISRO.
Hailing the success 

of the Chandrayaan-3 proj-
ect, Somanath said India 
was embracing technology 
as an important element in 
its ascend to world leader-

ship.
Space technology 

is India’s torchbearer, So-
manath, said, adding the 
country was working to-
wards sending a man to 
moon by 2040.
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Introduction:
The natural vegetations 

serves immensely important for our 
food, air, water and shelter for the 
organisms in this world. The natural 
fodders which are commonly avail-
able in the natural forest areas serve 
as the sole source of fodders for the 
livestocks especially for the Mithuns 
and cattle population in Arunachal 
Pradesh. These natural fodders in the 
forest are in the form of tree leaves, 
shrubs, herbs, creepers and grasses 
on which the states` livestocks genet-
ic resources especially Mithuns and 
cattle population solely depend upon 
under the prevailing ‘Free – range 
management system’ of livestock 
rearing.

The special importance of 
these local fodder trees of the forest 
base is that they are all Multi-purpose 
tree Species (MPTS). In addition to 
their importance as fodder values for 
the livestocks, these MPTS serve as 
the food items (vegetables, fruits), 
medicines, timber and fuel for the hu-
man beings since time immemorial.

Need for intervention:
With the rapid deforestation 

due to massive timber operation, 
agriculture operation, urbanization 
etc is distorting the natural habitat of 
the animals and destroying the natu-
ral vegetations leading to declining 
of the feed and fodders availability 
which ultimately resulting question 
mark on survivelity of both animals 
and mankind today. This situation 
is aggravated due to lack of proper 
land use planning and also lack of 
adequate identification, propagation 
and conservation of important natu-
ral vegetations of multipurpose util-
ity plants abundantly available in the 
natural forest which serves as fuel, 
vegetables and other food values for 
mankind and fodders for the animals 
as well.

These natural vegetations of 
economic importance either in the 
form of herbs, shrubs, creepers or 
the trees needs collection, propaga-
tion and conservation for our prop-
er utility through establishment of 
nurseries, cultivation in Demonstra-
tion plots.  And for their further wide 
spread propagation it could be done 
through developing them in the nurs-
eries in large scale and making their 
availability to the livestock farmers 
and inculcating them to cultivate on 
participatory approach at community 
level for their buffer stock of fodders 
for their livestocks and for greening 
environment and enhancing the live-
stock productivity is the need of the 
hour.

Advantages of local Fodder 
Tree cultivation:

1.	 The plantation of 
the local fodder tree plants which 
are of Multi-Purpose Tree Species 
(MPTS) nature that will supply fod-
ders (For animals), Vegetables, medi-
cines, timber and fuel (For the human 
beings). 

For example, Ficushirta 
(“Taachin”in Nyishi) is main ingredi-
ent for soya bean fermentationused 
as food item and its delicate leaves 
serve as galacto-gaque (helps milk 
secretion in mothers) in addition to 
fodders for the animals. Bauhinea 
Species serve as Multi-purpose tree 
species which serves as fodders for 
animals in addition to food value for 
human beings (delicate leaves as 
vegetables, matured seeds as food 
item) and stem cutting serve as live 
wooden post in fencing of an area.

2.	 The fodder trees 
(when grown up) areperennial nature 
and supply fodders round the year at 
1 to 3 months interval with increase 
in quantum of fodder production with 
advancement of age unlike the sea-
sonally cultivated fodders.

3.	 The plantation 
of the fodder trees will increase the 
green cover (greening the environ-
ment) thereby addressing the vital 
issue of climate change) in addition 
to increasing the livelihood opportuni-
ties of rural farmers which ultimately 
connects the individuals with the na-
ture.

Concept of the approach:
In this regard, a total of 49 

natural fodder species which are 
commonly relished by the Mithuns 
including other livestocks in the state 
has been identified and documented 
(Heli,et.al 2009). All these naturally 
available tree fodder species which 
grows luxuriantly in the natural for-

est can be developed and grown in 
the fodder nurseries through seeds/
seedlings collected from the forests. 
Further, they can be propagated in 
the Fodder plots in the form of Fod-
der Demonstration plots for demon-
stration to the livestock farmers to in-
culcate them to cultivate in their own/
community forest land area for the 
buffer stocks of fodders especially 
during lean seasons for augmenting 
their livestock productivity.

1.	 Interventions:
To address these issues of the 

scarcity of the feed & fodders for the 
livestocks, a noble proposal was initi-
ated under Flexi-Fund programme of 
RastryaKrishiVikashYojana (RKVY) 
RAFTAAR 2017-18 wherein 3(three) 
units of Local Tree Fodder cultivation 
in Nursery and Fodder Demo. Plots 
were sanctioned against Central Cat-
tle Breeding Farm, Nirjuli. 

In this, the local tree fodder 
seeds/seedlings commonly relished 
by the livestocks and found to be 
more nutritious (documented by 
Heli, et. al. 2009) viz. Ficusroxberghii 
(Taok), Bauheaniasps. (Gaay), Fi-
cusglomurata (Dimoru in Assamese), 
Ficushirta (Taak-chin), altocarpush-
exacordus (Jack fruit) were collected 
from natural forests and raised in 
nursery in poly bags for further trans-
plantation in Fodder Demonstration 
Plots. 

Further for the sustainable 
and bumper fodder harvest, an inno-
vative approach of value addition was 
done in Tree fodder Demo. Plots by 
inter-cropping with different Perennial 
grasses including certain species of 
local fodder grasses viz,.seteriapami-
folia (Aruna grass) and Thysoleuna 
maxima (pool jaru) and also napier 
grass etc as to get fodders round the 
year in a sustainable way and from 
very first year of plantation.

2.	  Objectives:
With the back drop that our 

live stocks solely depend on natu-
rally available local fodders and to 
address the fodder scarcity following 
objectives were proposed:

2.1.	 To conserve and 
propagate locally and naturally avail-
able Fodder trees species commonly 
relished by the Mithuns and other 
livestocks.

2.2.	 To inculcate the 
farmers for growing local fodder trees 
seedlings by giving them first-hand 
knowledge on seedlings raising in 
nursery for plantation and the pack-
age of practices in plantation of seed-
lings and other management dem-
onstrated in various sub-plots in the 
Fodder Demonstration plots.

2.3.	  To demonstrate 
the various technologies for the fod-
der production and conservation 
through nursery raising and Fodder 
Demonstration Plots to the farming 
communitywith the background con-
cept of seeing is believing principle.

The main initiative or specific 
objective of establishing Tree Fodder 
Nursery & cultivation in Fodder Dem-
onstration plot was to address 2- vital 
issues faced in Central Cattle Breed-
ing, Nirjuli were-

a.	 To check the ram-
pant land encroachment by the local 
inhabitants on Govt. land.

b.	 To supply adequate 
green fodders thereby addressing 
acute fodder shortage in the Cattle 
Breeding Farm, Nirjuli.

3.	 Methodology & ap-
proach:

Before the onset of the fodder 
development activities, the basis of 
selection of tree fodder species were 
framed which are commonly relished 
by the livestocks, more palatable, 
multi-purpose tree species (MPTS), 
adaptable in locality and more nutri-
tious (based on study of Heli, et. al, 
2009) viz. Ficusroxbergii, Ficushirta, 
Ficusglomerata, orechnideintegrifo-
lia, Bauhineasps. etc.

3.1.Survey of the area and 
land development – The site for the 
tree fodder cultivation is   properly 
surveyed for the nursery as well as 
Fodder demonstration plot at the very 
outset. 

3.1.1. Tree Fodder nursery 
development:

3.1.1.1.Land development for 
the Nursery – The land area measur-
ing 200 sq. m. is surveyed and ear-
marked for the nursery followed by 
erection of Netlon shed constructed 
with locally available materials (wood-
en/bamboos etc.).

3.1.1.2. Collection of Farm 
yard manure (FYM) and storage in 
Nursery.

3.1.1.3. Land preparation for 
Seed/seedling beds.

3.1.1.4.	 .Land preparation 
and collection soil collection followed 
by mixing with FYM and keeping 
readiness for poly-bagging.

3.1.1.5.	  Poly-bagging and 
keeping in readiness for the seedling 
plantation.

3.1.1.6.	  Collection of lo-
cal tree fodder seedlings from the 
natural or nearby natural forest area 
and transplantation in the ready poly-
bags. 

3.1.1.7.	  Watering of trans-
planted seedlings every alternate day 
depending upon weather condition.

3.1.1.8.	  Weeding and pest 
management of the poly-bagged 
seedlings.

3.1.1.9.	  Re-plantation of 
dried up seedlings in poly-bags.

Note: In general, the Tree fod-
der seedlings are ready for transplan-
tation by 2- 4 months.

3.2.	 Tree Fodder Dem-
onstration Plot development:

3.2.1.	 Boundary Fencing 
– The entire boundary of the fodder 
plot is secured with fencing to check 
the tress-passing of animals. In this,  
cement Concrete (CC) posts of 3’’x 3’’ 
size with 5.5’ height were fixed with 
spacing of 10 feet post to post and 
in between 2 Nos. wooden post fixed 
at first. After the posts were fixed, 
Phase-wire fencing (interlocked) with 
height of 4.5’ were erected and fixed 
with the standing fencing posts as 
standard length specified.

3.2.2. Pit digging and manur-
ing- Before plantation of tree fodder 
seedlings, the pits were dug with 
specification of 2’x 2’x 2’ size with 
top soil removed and kept maintain-
ing inter-pit distance of 3 metres in 
straight rows and columns. After pits 
were dug, FYM mixed with Top soil is 
again filled into pit and left for at least 
7 -10 days for decaying.

3.2.3. Transportation of Tree 
fodder Seedlings- The required nos. 
nursery raised poly-bagged seed-
lings from the nursery are transport-
ed to the plantation site in the Fodder 
Demonstration Plot.

Transplantation of Tree fodder 
seedlings – After piling the poly bag at 
the bottom surface, the nursery raised 
tree fodder seedlings were trans-
planted in the ready up pit in the plot 
and tightening up the soil followed by 
watering in the next day.  While plant-
ing, specific tree fodder species were 
planted in specific plots earmarked 
as to have different species of tree 
fodder species were maintained in a 
particular Fodder demonstration plot. 
As such, 2,000 Tree fodder seedlings 
are planted in 0.5 Hectares of farm 
land.

3.3.	 Inter- cropping with 
perennial grasses (A Value addition 
chapter with Tree fodders):

In this value addition chapter, 
2- tier system of fodder production is 
focussed wherein the bottom layer 
is projected for the perennial grass 
development and the top layer for 
the tree  fodder leaves and twigs de-
velopment. From this approach, one 
could obtain fodder from both the lay-
ers at the specified time frame.

This value addition of peren-
nial grasses with Fodder tree done is 
to have sustainable fodder production 
round the year from that plot which 
helps in weed manangement which 
reduces the labour costs for maintain-
ance of fodder tree plant plot. Moreo-
ver, the fodder seedling transplanted 
will require 1.5 -2 years period to yield 
fodders for the livestocks.

The tree fodder plot is inter-
cropped with the perennial grasses 
– viz. napier, guinea grass, sete-
riapamifolia (Aruna grass), congo 
signal etc. to achieve bumper fodder 
production. These inter-cropped per-
ennial grasses will be bottom layer 
and fodder tree plant will serve as the 
top layer thereby achieving 2 –tier 
system of sustainable fodder produc-
tion round the year. These perennial 
grasses requires 2-3 months period 
to yield fodder which can be har-
vested on monthly /interval basis to 
supply fodders to the livestocks. The 
monthly or quarterly basis harvest-
ing of inter-cropped perennial fodder 
grasses (between the fodder tree 
plants) helps in clearing the weeds 
thereby cut down the maintainance 

cost of fodder tree plants from very 
1st Year itself. The inter-cropped per-
ennial grasses will sustain and con-
tinue fodder production till the fodder 
tree attains  2 years and thereafter it 
will be discontinued after the fodder 
tree branches becomes bushy and 
shady.

3.3.1. Plantation of perennial 
grasses within particular fodder spe-
cies plot– 

The plantation is done be-
tween the tree fodder plants main-
taining equal distance  from particular 
plant in straight rows with particular 
spacing of 1.5 metre distance plant 
to plant.

3.3.2. Plantation to demarcate 
between the different fodder tree spe-
cies –

The perennial grasses are 
planted as bunds as to demarcate 
plots of different tree   fodder species 
so as to have different bunds round 
the particular tree fodder species 
within the particular Fodder Demon-
stration plot.

3.3.3. Manuring with FYM – 
The fodder tree plants and 

perennial grasses require replenish-
ment of nutrients for their optimum 
growth. The properly decayed or-
ganic manure (Cow dung) is applied 
in the base area portion of the plants 
@ 1-2 kg/plant and for the perennial 
grasses are applied ad. Libitum at 
their basin portions during the lean 
seasons (winter months) annually. 
With the optimum quantum of organic 
manure application in the fodder plot, 
more quantity of fodders is produced 
from the perennial grasses and fod-
der trees will attain  higher growth 
rate (faster growth).

In practise, immediately after 
plantation of perennial grasses be-
tween the fodder trees and  bunds 
around different fodder species, the 
properly digested or decayed organic 
farm yard manure are applied in the 
base area of individual plants to en-
rich them with nutrients .

3.3.4. Watering and re-planta-
tions- 

The planted perennial grasses 
are regularly watered along with Tree 
fodder species plants time to time de-
pending upon the weather conditions. 
The doubted seedlings are re-planted 
as per the requirement of the plot.

The inter-cropping of peren-
nial fodder grasses innovative ap-
proach of sustainable fodder produc-
tion round the with Tree fodders cul-
tivation is an year. In this, it is done 
to  attain self-sufficiency in fodder 
production & supply to the livestocks 
for augmenting their productivity

4.	 Results and im-
pacts:

Perennial local fodder tree 
cultivation in nurseries and Fodder 
Demonstration Plots with the value 
addition chapter of inter-cropping 
with the perennial fodder grasses of 
2-tier system of fodder production 
(Trees as Top layer and grasses as 
bottom layer) has been an innovative 
approach of sustainable fodder pro-
duction round the year with the fol-
lowing impacts:

4.1.	 The perennial fod-
der grasses planted are harvested 
after 3-4 months of  plantation in the 
Ist year itself followed by subsequent 
harvest every after 1-2-months inter-
val with average fodder yield of 2-3 
quintals/acre. With the harvest of the 
perennial grasses, the labour cost for 
weeding the transplanted fodder tree 
seedlings is saved.

4.2.	 The first cutting of 
tree fodders from the grown up Tree 
fodder plants are after 1.5 -2 years 
of plantation with average yield of 
0.5 -1.0 quintal/acre in first season 
(Summer) followed by subsequent 
harvest in 2nd cutting (after 2 months 
of 1st cutting) with average Yield of 
2 quintals/acre (during rainy season) 
and 2—2.5 Quintals (Winter season) 
and thereafter anticipated increase 
in yield of fodder in the subsequent 
years.

4.3.	 The quantity of 
fodder yield per fodder Tree ranges 
from 3-4 kg in first cutting with the 
increase in fodder production with 
the advancement of age of plant with 
average of 2.5 – 3.5 quintals/acre in 
later stage.

4.4.	 The green cover of 
Central Cattle Breeding Farm, Nir-
juli has been improved with standing 
green-lush tree fodder (at top) and 
greenish perennial grass beneath it 

(bottom layer) thereby addressing 
the scarcity of fodders especially dur-
ing lean seasons which was barren 
land during winter season earlier.

4.5.	 The govt. farm land 
encroachment by the local public has 
been checked as the entire vacant 
fodder land has been secured with 
boundary fencing and the plot has 
the standing Tree fodder covered 
with perennial grasses beneath dis-
tancing their guts to encroach it.

In addition to checking of the 
land encroachment problem and 
supply of adequate fodders, the Tree 
Fodder Nursery and Demo. Plot has 
been the Centre of attraction for the 
Extension functionaries as well as 
farmers of the state where almost 
every day visitors throng in to get 
first-hand information on sustain-
able fodder production. This Fodder 
Tree Nursery and cultivation in Demo 
Plots has been the first of its own 
kind serving as the learning Centre 
for the farmers as to know about the 
commonly relished locally available 
fodders and their package of prac-
tices on improved fodder production 
thereby reaping bumper livestock 
products.

5.	 Scope and poten-
tials:

With this initiative of the in-
novative approach of cultivating local 
MPTS plants (identified as most com-
monly relished fodders and highly nu-
tritious nature in the fodder nurseries 
through poly-bagging and cultivat-
ing them in the Fodder Demo. Plots 
could be the eye-opener for many of 
the inquisitive livestock farmers.

5.1. Livelihood option: With 
the back drop of Extension Educa-
tion principle – “Seeing is believing 
and learning by doing” in develop-
ing the tree fodder seedlings (col-
lected from the natural forest) in the 
poly-bags in the fodder nurseries, the 
farmers could make their earnings by 
developing them and selling it to their 
fellow farmers.

5.2. Enhancing income source: 
An individual farmer could earn their 
livelihood through livestock rearing 
by cultivating these nutritious fodder 
trees with the value addition of inter-
cropping of perennial grasses along 
it as to have sustainable approach 
of fodder production round the year 
for their livestocks and minimize the 
production cost as feeding alone ac-
counts 60-70% of total livestock pro-
duction cost. More over, the surplus 
fodder produced could be sold to the 
fellow farmers and earn additional 
income.

6.	 Constraints en-
countered:

A series of issues has been 
encountered in collection, nursery 
raising and propagation of  local fod-
der tree species seeds/seedlings 
during the work in progress enumer-
ated as under:

6.1.	 Inadequate avail-
ability of seeds/seedlings – 

Collection of local fodder tree 
seeds/seedlings from the different 
locations had been a challenging 
one as getting sufficient quantity/
nos. of seedlings was difficult. Many 
a times, one had to return in empty 
hand without getting the seeds/seed-
lings. These seedlings grow in spe-
cific locations viz. in the freshly burnt 
jhum plot, freshly land developed or 
land slide area and in the locations of 
birds drooping spots etc. but seldom 
beneath their fruiting trees except for 
few species viz. bauhinia sps. During 
the work in progress, it was also ex-
perienced that the ripped fruits/seeds 
were collected and tried for germina-
tion in the seed beds in nursery which 
does not sprout at all.

6.2.	 Poor survivability 
of seedlings-

Some of the local fodder tree 
seedlings especially ficus species 
and orechnideintegrifolia mortal-
ity rate is high in poly bags at the 
nursery level as well as in plantation 
plots. It requires utmost care immedi-
ately after transplanted in poly bags 
as well as in fodder plots especially 
it requires protection from scorching 
heat of sun and also needs watering 
till 7-10 days period after transplanta-
tion.

7.	 Way forward:
7.1.	 At Parent Depart-

mental level – 
Initiatives shall be taken to 

establish 2(two) perennial local fod-
der tree nurseries with the Fodder 

Demonstration plots at Veterinary 
Training Institute Pasighat in East 
Siang district (Central Zone) and 
Cattle Breeding Farm, Nirjuli, Papum 
Pare district (Western zone). In these 
2 Nurseries, efforts shall be taken to 
collect the seeds/seedlings common-
ly relished by the livestocks and grow 
them in poly bags (in Nurseries) in 
sufficient numbers for meeting up the 
perennial local fodder tree seedling 
demands in the state. The nurseries 
as well as local Fodder Demonstra-
tions will show-case the sustainable 
fodder production which will incul-
cate the progressive farmers to aug-
ment their livestock productivity of 
the state With the local fodder tree 
seedling production and show-casing 
the in the Fodder Demo. Plots, efforts 
shall be taken to study and document 
plant growth rate (at nursery & fodder 
plot level), suitable stage of harvest-
ing (Ist cutting),  quantum of fodder 
yield/tree,duration between cuttings 
(gapping period), quantum of fod-
der yield in different season and 
palatability trial of particular species 
of fodder in animals (Preference by 
animals).

7.2.	 Convergence with 
other allied Deptts-

Attempts have planned for 
both Research & Development (R & 
D) on local tree fodder seeds/seed-
lings by converging with the allied 
wings/deptt for the sustainable fod-
der production. Efforts will be taken 
to improve the package of practices 
evolved and tested (Technology) will 
be spread horizontally down to the 
end users( Farmers) for augment-
ing the crop productivity as well as 
greening the environment enlisted as 
under:

For example, Conver-
gence with State Forest Research 
Institute(SFRI) – For the seed treat-
ment of selected MPTS/Fodder Trees 
seeds so as to design protocols that 
could bedesigned for the availability 
of the local tree fodder for transplant-
ing in poly bags at the nursery level.

Secondly, converging with 
R&D Mission (Horticulture Deptt.) 
the MPTS for the phyto-chemistry 
study as to document their chemical 
composition which may be important 
for the medicinal or production im-
portance. 

Conclusion:
Arunachal Pradesh is be-

stowed with diverse plant genetic 
resources conducive for the live-
stock rearing indeed and on these 
locally available fodders in the natu-
ral forest, our animal genetic re-
sources solely depends upon them 
for their growth and productivity. For 
the same, there is an urgent need 
for proper land-use policy framed 
identifying and declaration of spe-
cific Community forests areas for 
community level livestock rearing 
especially for the Mithuns restrict-
ing other activities within such ear-
marked areas.

Considering the immense im-
portance of the Multi-Purpose Tree 
Species (MPTS) which has not only 
the importance  for the fodders for 
animals but also it has the impor-
tance for food (vegetables, fruits), 
timber, fuel and medicinal values 
in addition to greening the environ-
ment for addressing the prevailing 
climate change. It is the felt need at 
this hour for their conservation un-
der the prevailing trend of massive 
deforestation for the diversified op-
erations for food, shelter and other 
needs. This innovative approach of 
sustainable fodder production round 
the year especially inter-cropping 
with perennial grasses which has 
been time tested for augmenting 
the livestock productivity, opens a 
new horizon for the livestock farm-
ers in enhancing their livelihood op-
portunities. There is an urgent need 
for policy decision and resource 
supports for replicating this innova-
tive fodder production approach in 
more and more new locations in the 
state for attaining self-sufficiency 
in livestock products and widening 
the employment opportunities of un-
employed youths in the state. With 
more plantation of MPTS plants es-
pecially for the fodders in the local-
ity, more farmers will be inculcated 
in cultivating them thereby more 
individuals will be linking with the 
nature for greening the environment 
which ultimately will address today’s 
burning climate change issues.

Dr. T. Heli, Ph.D.
Mission Director

Arunachal Mithun& Yak Conservation Mission
Deptt. Animal Husbandry, Vety. &  Dairy Dev.

Greening environment and enhancing livestock productivity  
through local tree fodder nursery & cultivation in fodder plots

- a success story.
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NAMSAI, March 24:
The National Tuberculosis Elimina-
tion Programme, Namsai, to observe 
World Tuberculosis Day, organized a 
short Marathon involving the students 
of Arunachal University of Studies - 
AUS, Namsai on 24th March 2024.

The participants consisted 
of equal numbers of boys and girls. 
The day, 24th March, is being com-
memorated every year to mark the 
discovery of the bacilli Mycobacteria 
Tuberculosis, the causative organism 
of Tuberculosis, by the German Phy-
sician Dr. Robert Koch on this day in 
the year 1882. This year the theme of 
the World TB Day is – Yes! We can 
end TB. 

Flagging off the marathon and 
later speaking as Chief Guest on the 
occasion,C.R Khampa, Deputy Com-
missioner, Namsai congratulated all 
the winners and also the participants 
for completing the marathon. He ap-
preciated their participation to run for 
the important cause of eliminating TB 
from Namsai. 

Dwelling on the theme of this 
year, he emphasized on the eco-

nomic loss to the country due to the 
high number of TB burden and the 
importance of all the stakeholders to 
end TB at their level to further stop the 
spread of infection.

He informed everyone present 
that the government is not leaving any 
stone unturned to check the spread 
of infection and to ensure that all the 
benefits designed for the TB patients 
are being made available to them 
such as Nikshay Poshan Yojana, 
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Ab-
hiyan, Direct Beneficiary Transfer of 
Tribal support etc. He said that that 
the youth are the agents of change 
and it is expected of them to bring 
about the required change by always 
being on alert about the symptoms 
of TB in and around them and make 
Namsai TB free.

The District Medical Officer, Dr. 
(Mrs) Nang Soreya Namchoom in her 
speech informed everyone present 
that although the United Nations un-
der the Sustainable Development 
Goals has targeted to eliminate TB 
by the year 2030, the Government of 
India has decided to eliminate TB by 

2025. Therefore, she said, we have 
to work harder and all of us will have 
to work in close coordination and col-
laboration to try to eliminate TB from 
Namsai by next year. She asked eve-
ryone to remain alert for the signs and 
symptoms of TB so as to keep it under 
check which will in turn minimise the 
spread of TB. She urged the youth to 
take up the mantle to make Namsai 
TB free.

Earlier, the District TB Officer 
Dr. P. Tala, speaking on the occasion, 
said that the future of the country will 
be shaped by the youth and asked 
the young participants to be vigilant 
of the disease and to be a part of the 
progress of the country. He explain-
edin brief the 4 symptoms of Tubercu-
losis and how it can be identified.

The event witnessed adminis-
tration of TB Pledge by all the mem-
bers present which was led by the 
Deputy Commissioner. The winners 
of the marathon were also felicitated 
by the DC and DMO. The program 
concluded with Vote of Thanks by Dr. 
Nang Sweta Namchoom, MO OST 
cum FI-ART Centre, Namsai. 

World Tuberculosis Day 
observed at Namsai

ITANAGAR,March 23: 
Dera Natung Government College 
Itanagar (DNGC) organised apro-
gramme to commemorate their re-
cent achievement of having been 
adjudged as a "Best College in Aru-
nachal Pradesh for NCC Activities." 
by DG NCC on March 23. The pro-
gram combined awarded flag unveil-
ing ceremony with a career counsel-
ling session for NCC cadets. 

The event was graced by 
the esteemed presence of Dr. M.Q. 
Khan, Principal of DNG College, 
Itanagar and Commanding Officer 
(CO) of NCC 1 APBnNaharlagan, 
Col. Roshan Verma. Dr. Khan and 
CO Verma jointly unveiled the 
awarded flag, marking a momen-
tous occasion for the DNG College 
NCC unit. 

The Principal, Dr. Khan in 

his address highlighted the crucial 
role of effective communication in 
English for securing job opportuni-
ties and distributed free gift of his 
book entitled "English for Commu-
nication" to all the NCC cadets, ex-
plaining its content and how it can 
enhance their English communica-
tion, Skills. 

He exhorted the cadets to 
study the gifted book minutely spe-
cially the module IV & V to reap the 
optimum benefits. He further added 
that all sincere students, aspirants 
and cadets should subscribe his 
Youtube channel (Dr M Q Khan Sir) 
for Career Counselling and to im-
prove English Communication. 

In his deliberation imparting 
Career Counselling he highlighted 
the various Career Opportunities 
available for the NCC Cadets. 

The NCC cadets enthralled 
the audience with vibrant cultural 
performances, showcasing their 
talents and motivational lecture ses-
sion by RDC cadets Tago Yaya and 
NangramYaniong, both from DNG 
College were also held.

CO Verma explained the ini-
tiative by the Governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh, where RDC cadets visit 
colleges to share their experiences 
and inspire students.

Yaya and Yanion, who attend-
ed the Republic Day Camp 2024, 
shared their experiences with their 
fellow NCC cadets, offering valuable 
insights and encouragement. 

The programme served a 
dual purpose: celebrating the NCC 
unit's achievements and providing 
career guidance, Counselling and 
motivation to the students. 

DNGC Organises Career Counselling 
Programme cum Unveiling Ceremony

TAWANG, March 24: 
The Arunachal Pradesh State Legal 
Services Authority organised a ‘mega 
legal awareness programme’ here on 
Sunday, March 24 in collaboration with 
the Tawang district legal services au-
thority and the district administration.

Addressing the participants, 
Justice Surya Kant from the Supreme 
Court of India emphasised the impor-
tance of legal awareness, highlight-
ing that, “despite the numerous rights 
granted to citizens, lack of awareness 

often deprives them of these ben-
efits.”

He commended the efforts 
of organisations like the NLSA, the 
SLSA, and the DLSA at the national, 
state, and district levels “for their ini-
tiatives in spreading awareness and 
assisting citizens in accessing their 
entitled benefits.”

Gauhati High Court Chief Jus-
tice Vijay Bishnoi apprised the par-
ticipants of the welfare schemes for 
farmers, women, and victims, while 

Justice Suman Shyam from Gauhati 
High court elaborated Article 21 of the 
Constitution, focusing on “the right to 
life with dignity and relief measures 
for trafficked victims, along with the 
women’s helpline initiative.”

Justice Kardak Ete enumerat-
ed the achievements of all the judges 
present at the programme.

Tawang DC Kanki Darang, SP 
DW Thongon, GBs, and members 
of the public also attended the pro-
gramme

Legal awareness programme organised

Department of Urban Affairs
Directorate of Town Planning
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh

Itanagar
File No.TP-21011/21/2024-DIR-TP-TOWN PLANNING	 Dated Itanagar, the 26th March’ 2024

// CORRIGENDUM // 

	 Due to administrative exigency and in view of the simultaneous election to Lok Sabha and Legislative 
Assembly in Arunachal Pradesh and as the members of the board constituted for evaluation of the e-tender are 
busy in election duty, the opening date of the e-tender on 26th March’ 2024 at 11.30 AM regarding-“Formulation of 
GIS-based Master Plans for class –III towns with population 20,000-49, 999 for Seppa, Roing, Tezu, Changlang & 
Khonsa towns in the state of Arunachal Pradesh” has been postponed till further notice.

	 The Inconvenience caused in this regards is highly regretted.
Sd/-

(Likha Suraj)
Director

Directorate of Town Planning
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh

Mowb-II, Itanagar
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UN Security Council: Russia, China veto US-proposed 
immediate ceasefire in Gaza

Australia vows AUKUS nuclear-powered subs ‘going to happen’

NEW DELHI, MAR 22:
Russia and China on Friday 
vetoed a U.S.-sponsored 
U.N. resolution calling for 
“an immediate and sus-
tained cease-fire” in the Is-
rael-Hamas war in Gaza to 
protect civilians and enable 
humanitarian aid to be deliv-
ered to more than 2 million 
hungry Palestinians.

The vote in the 15-
member Security Council 
was 11 members in favor, 
three against and one ab-
stention.

Before the vote, 
Russia’s U.N. Ambassador 
Vassily Nebenzia said Mos-
cow supports an immediate 
cease-fire, but he ques-
tioned the language in the 
resolution and accused U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and U.S. Ambassa-
dor Linda Thomas-Green-
field of “misleading the in-
ternational community” for 
“politicized” reasons.

The resolution de-
clared that a cease-fire is 
“imperative.”

The draft that was 
put to a vote made no direct 
link to the release of hostag-
es taken during Hamas’ Oct. 
7 attack on Israel, which was 
in the previous draft. But 
it unequivocally supported 
diplomatic efforts “to secure 
such a cease-fire in connec-

tion with the release of all 
remaining hostages.”

The Security Coun-
cil had already adopted two 
resolutions on the worsen-
ing humanitarian situation in 
Gaza, but none calling for a 
cease-fire.

Russia and China 
vetoed a U.S.-sponsored 
resolution in late October 
calling for pauses in the 
fighting to deliver aid, pro-
tection of civilians, and a halt 
to arming Hamas. They said 
it didn’t reflect global calls 
for a cease-fire.

The U.S., Israel’s 
closest ally, has vetoed 
three resolutions demand-
ing a cease-fire, the most 
recent an Arab-backed 
measure supported by 13 
council members with one 
abstention on Feb. 20.

A day earlier, the 
U.S. circulated a rival reso-
lution, which went through 
major changes during nego-
tiations before Friday’s vote. 
It initially would have sup-
ported a temporary cease-
fire linked to the release of 
all hostages, and the previ-
ous draft would have sup-
ported international efforts 
for a cease-fire as part of a 
hostage deal.

The vote took place 
as Blinken, America’s top 
diplomat, is on his sixth ur-

gent mission to the Middle 
East since the Israel-Hamas 
war, discussing a deal for a 
cease-fire and hostage re-
lease, as well as post-war 
scenarios.

Nate Evans, the 
spokesperson for the U.S. 
Mission to the United Na-
tions, said the resolution was 
“an opportunity for the Coun-
cil to speak with one voice to 
support the diplomacy hap-
pening on the ground and 
pressure Hamas to accept 
the deal on the table.”

Meanwhile, the 10 
elected members of the 
Security Council have been 
drafting their own resolution, 
which demands an immedi-
ate humanitarian cease-fire 
for the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan that began March 
10 to be “respected by all 
parties leading to a perma-
nent sustainable cease-
fire.”

It also demands “the 
immediate and uncondition-
al release of all hostages ” 
and emphasizes the urgent 
need to protect civilians and 
deliver humanitarian aid 
throughout the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian militants 
killed some 1,200 people 
in the surprise Oct. 7 attack 
into southern Israel that trig-
gered the war, and abducted 
another 250 people. Hamas 

is still believed to be holding 
some 100 people hostage, 
as well as the remains of 30 
others.

In Gaza, the Health 
Ministry raised the death 
toll in the territory Thursday 
to nearly 32,000 Palestin-
ians. It doesn’t differentiate 
between civilians and com-
batants in its count but says 
women and children make 
up two-thirds of the dead.

The international 
community’s authority on 
determining the severity of 
hunger crises warned this 
week that “famine is im-
minent” in northern Gaza, 
where 70% of people are ex-
periencing catastrophic hun-
ger. The report from the Inte-
grated Food Security Phase 
Classification initiative, or 
IPC, warned that escalation 
of the war could push half of 
Gaza’s total population to 
the brink of starvation.

The U.S. draft ex-
pressed “deep concern 
about the threat of conflict-
induced famine and epi-
demics presently facing the 
civilian population in Gaza 
as well as the number of 
undernourished people, and 
also that hunger in Gaza 
has reached catastrophic 
levels.”

Israel faces mount-
ing pressure from even its 

closest allies to streamline 
the entry of aid into the Gaza 
Strip and to open more land 
crossings, and come to a 
cease-fire agreement. But 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has vowed to 
move the military offensive 
to the southern city of Ra-
fah, where some 1.3 million 
displaced Palestinians have 
sought safety. Netanyahu 
says it’s a Hamas strong-
hold.

The final U.S. draft 
eliminated language in the 
initial draft that said Israel’s 
offensive in Rafah “should 
not proceed under current 
circumstances.” Instead, in 
an introductory paragraph, 
the council emphasized its 
concern that a ground of-
fensive into Rafah “would 
result in further harm to ci-
vilians and their further dis-
placement, potentially into 
neighboring countries, and 
would have serious implica-
tions for regional peace and 
security.”

For the first time in 
a U.N. resolution, the U.S. 
draft would condemn “all 
acts of terrorism, including 
the Hamas-led attacks of 
Oct. 7, 2023, as well as its 
taking and killing of hostag-
es, murder of civilians, and 
sexual violence, including 
rape.”

NEW DELHI, MAR 22:
Australia insisted on Fri-
day that a landmark deal to 
develop AUKUS nuclear-
powered submarines with 
London and Washington 
was “going to happen”, de-
spite mounting fears about 
costs, capabilities and the 
possible return of Donald 
Trump.

Under the fledg-
ling AUKUS deal, the 
three longtime allies have 
pledged to jointly beef up 
their military muscle in 
a bid to counter China’s 
rise.

Defence chiefs this 
week unveiled ambitious 
plans to supply Australia 
with nuclear-powered sub-
marines, a key pillar of the 
agreement.

“The three govern-
ments involved here are 
working at pace to make 
this happen,” Australian 
defence minister Richard 
Marles told reporters Fri-
day.

“This is going to 
happen and we need it to 
happen,” he added.

Barely two years 
old, there are already 

signs that AUKUS and its 
central project could be 
under threat.

Some fear Trump 
could jettison the pact if 
he wins this year’s presi-
dential election, returning 
to his “America first” style 
of foreign policy.

With potential 
flashpoints emerging 
across the globe, and Chi-
na taking an increasingly 
aggressive stance in the 
Taiwan Strait, visiting UK 
defence minister Grant 
Shapps said AUKUS was 
as crucial as ever.

After decades of 
relative peace, Shapps 
said the planet was slowly 
shifting from a “post-war” 
era to a “pre-war” footing.

“We are living in 
more dangerous times,” 
he said during a tour of the 
Osborne Naval Shipyard 
in South Australia.

UK defence con-
tractor BAE Systems has 
been enlisted to help con-
struct Australia’s fleet of 
nuclear-propelled subma-
rines.

Australia hopes to 
have eight nuclear-pow-

Bajaj Group to invest Rs.5,000 
crore over the next 5 years in CSR 

initiatives 

Russia in a ‘state of war’ in 
Ukraine, says Kremlin

ITANAGAR, MAR 22:
The Bajaj Group commit-
ted Rs. 5,000 crore to so-
cial impact initiatives over 
5 years, with a sharp fo-
cus on skill development, 
under ‘Bajaj Beyond’—the 
Group’s new identity for 
all its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) and 
charitable programs. This 
will benefit over 2 crore 
of tomorrow’s youth and 
enable them to take ad-
vantage of the employ-
ment and entrepreneurial 
opportunities offered by 

India’s growing economy. 
The Bajaj Family has been 
deeply involved in social 
responsibility, contribut-
ing nearly Rs. 4,000 crore 
to CSR initiatives over 
the past decade, focus-
ing on skilling, education, 
health, livelihood, water 
conservation, and other 
development areas.  Ex-
pressing his views on the 
initiatives, Shekhar Bajaj, 
Chairman and Managing 
Director, Bajaj Electricals 
Ltd., “Our initiatives have 
demonstrated the trans-

formative impact of em-
powering India’s youth. 
Today, we unveil Bajaj 
Beyond, continuing our 
mission to equip future 
generations with the tools 
they need for success.” 
The Bajaj Group, through 
institutions like the Jam-
nalal Bajaj Foundation, 
Jankidevi Bajaj Gram Vikas 
Sanstha, and Kamalnayan 
Bajaj Hospital, is dedicated 
to uplifting and empower-
ing communities, aiming to 
create a thriving, inclusive 
future for all Indians.

NEW DELHI, MAR 22:
Russia admitted two 
years into its invasion of 
Ukraine on Friday that it 
was “in a state of war,” 
as it launched a massive 
wave of missile and drone 
attacks on its neighbour’s 
territory.

Russia fired almost 
90 missiles and more 
than 60 Iranian-designed 
kamikaze drones, dam-
aging “dozens” of energy 
facilities, including power 
stations, in what Ukrai-
nian officials said was 
an attempt to cripple the 
country’s electricity and 
heating network.

At least three peo-
ple were killed and more 
than 20 injured, accord-
ing to the interior ministry 
and local officials.

“We are in a state 
of war,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said 
in an interview to a pro-
Kremlin newspaper, pub-
lished Friday.

The admission 
marks an escalation in 
official language used 
to describe the conflict, 
which the Kremlin initially 
referred to as a “special 
military operation”.

“Yes, it started as 
a special military opera-
tion, but as soon as this 
bunch was formed there, 
when the collective West 
became a participant on 
Ukraine’s side, for us it 
already became a war,” 
Peskov said.

Moscow often ac-
cuses the West of direct 
participation in the con-
flict by supplying Ukraine 
with weapons.

Russian attacks 
hit at least nine regions 
-- from Kharkiv and 
Zaporizhzhia near the 
front lines to Lviv and 
Ivano-Frankivsk in west-
ern Ukraine, hundreds of 
kilometres away from the 
fighting.

‘Largest on re-
cord’

Ukraine’s state-
run power grid, Ukren-
ergo, said: “This morn-
ing’s Russian attack on 
Ukraine’s energy system 
was the largest on re-
cord.”

“Dozens of power 
system facilities have 
been damaged,” including 
thermal and hydroelectric 
power plants, as well as 
major and regional pow-
er lines and emergency 
blackouts had been put 

place in seven regions, it 
said.

“The world sees 
the targets of Russian 
terrorists as clearly as 
possible: power plants 
and energy supply lines, 
a hydroelectric dam, ordi-
nary residential buildings, 
even a trolleybus,” Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky 
said.

He appealed once 
again on Friday for more 
Western arms, blast-
ing political “indecision” 
that he said was costing 
Ukrainian lives.

Ukraine has strug-
gled with shortages of 
both air defences to pro-
tect its skies and ammu-
nition on the ground, as 
a vital $60-billion military 
aid package is currently 
held up in the US Con-
gress.

“Russian missiles 
do not have delays, as 
do aid packages to our 
country. The ‘Shahed’ 
(drones) have no inde-
cision, like some politi-
cians. It is important to 
understand the cost of 
delays and postponed 
decisions,” he said.

“We need air de-
fence to protect people, 
infrastructure, homes 
and dams. Our partners 
know exactly what is 
needed. They can defi-
nitely support us... Life 
must be protected from 
these non-humans from 
Moscow.”

Ukraine’s air force 
said it shot down 37 of the 
88 missiles fired overnight 
and 55 of 63 drones.

The strikes left 
around 700,000 consum-
ers without electricity in 
the northeastern Kharkiv 
region, governor Oleg 
Synegubov said.

“The goal is not 
just to damage, but to try 
again, like last year, to 
cause a large-scale fail-
ure of the country’s ener-
gy system,” said energy 
minister German Galush-
chenko.

Last winter Rus-
sia launched a daily bar-
rage of aerial attacks on 
Ukraine’s power grid, 
plunging millions into 
darkness and leaving 
them without heating in 
sub-zero temperatures 
for hours.

But the coun-
try’s energy network has 
largely held up this year.

Despite “tempo-
rary” blackouts being put 

in place in some regions, 
Prime Minister Denys 
Shmygal said Friday: 
“The situation in the en-
ergy sector is under con-
trol, and there is no need 
for blackouts across the 
country.”

Emergency elec-
tricity was being supplied 
from Romania, Slovakia 
and Poland, Galushchen-
ko said.

‘Extremely dan-
gerous situation’

One of the strikes 
Friday severed one of 
two power lines sup-
plying the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power station, 
Europe’s largest nuclear 
power plant in southeast 
Ukraine, energy minister 
Galushchenko said.

The facility, Eu-
rope’s largest nuclear 
energy site, was seized 
by Russian troops in the 
first days of the war but 
is powered by Ukrainian 
lines.

“This situation is 
extremely dangerous and 
risks sparking an emer-
gency situation”, said 
Ukraine’s atomic energy 
operator Energoatom.

The plant has suf-
fered multiple blackouts 
since the beginning of the 
war, falling back on emer-
gency diesel generators 
and safety systems.

“In case of their 
failure, a threat of a nu-
clear and radiation ac-
cident will emerge,” said 
Energoatom.

The International 
Atomic Energy Agency, 
which is monitoring the 
situation at the site, said 
a back-up power line was 
still working.

A Russian missile 
also hit a trolleybus at the 
Dnipro hydroelectric sta-
tion, officials said.

Photos on social 
media showed a fire rag-
ing on the dam and the 
burnt-out carcass of the 
vehicle.

In Russia, a wom-
an was killed and others 
wounded in a strike on 
Friday on Russia’s Bel-
gorod, said the gover-
nor of the region along 
the border with Ukraine, 
where Kyiv has stepped 
up attacks.

And Moscow’s 
FSB security service said 
it had arrested seven pro-
Ukrainian partisans in the 
capital, the latest in a flur-
ry of similar cases.

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ITANAGAR
LMD-13/1/2024/2018 Dated Itanagar the.........................”2024.

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION
( ISSUED UNDER SECTION 11 (1) OF THE RIGHT TO FAIR COMPENSATION & TRANS-
PARENCY IN LAND ACQUISITION, REHABILITATION & RESETTLEMENT ACT, 2013 )

 WHEREAS, the power and function of the appropriate authority under the Right of Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act’2013 vest in the Governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh which shall be exercised and discharged by him within the state.

 WHEREAS, the Requiring Body, 67th BN SSB, has sent a requisition vide no. 19/ All Land Case Corsp / 
PNR / 67th BN SSB/ TWG-ll/2019/20305-08 Dated 06/10/2023 for acquisition of land to an extent of 16146.00 Sqm 
for the establishment of SSB BoP for national security purpose.

 WHEREAS, it appears to the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh that the land is likely to be needed at the local-
ity more fully described in the schedule below for the establishment of SSB BoP for an area measuring 16146.00 
Sqm located at Markpoleng under Jemeithang Circle in Tawang District, Arunachal Pradesh. It is hereby notified 
that land in the locality/localities in the schedule below is likely to be acquired for the above said purpose at the 
expenses of requiring body. Further, the Deputy Commissioner, Tawang District, Tawang vide his letter No. 
TLM-134/2015-16 Dated 13th December’ 2023 has informed that there are no habitations nearby, therefore 
there will be no adverse social impact as a result of acquisition of this land by SSB and also the number of 
families likely to be resettled due to the proposed land acquisition is nil and as such publication of sum-
mary of the Rehabilitation and Resettlement scheme is not required.

 NOW THEREFORE, this notification is made under the provisions of section 11(1) of the Right to Fair Com-
pensation & Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation & Resettlement Act, 2013 to all whom so ever it may 
concern.

 The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh hereby also authorizes the officers and officials for the time being 
engage for the said purpose with their servant and workman to enter upon and survey any land and to do all other 
acts in pursuance of the provision of section 12 of the above said Act.

 Under Section 11(4) of the Act. no person shall make any transaction or cause any transaction of land i.e., 
sale/ purchase/ gift, specified in the preliminary notification or create any encumbrances on such land from the date 
of publication of this notification without prior approval of the collector.

 Any person interest in the said land and whomsoever has any objection to the acquisition of the said land, 
may within 30 (Thirty) days from the date of publication of this notification provided under section-15 of the Act, file 
such objection in writing before the Deputy Commissioner, Tawang District, Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh.

 The plan of the land may be inspected at the Land Management Branch, DCs office, Tawang.

SCHEDULE OF LANDS 
(SPECIFICATION OF LAND)

Sl. 
No.

District & Sub-Divi-
sion

Location Area to be ac-
quired in (Sqm)

Boundaries

1. Tawang District, Lung-
la Sub-Division

Markpoleng 16146.00 Sqm North : Community land of Muchut village
South : Community land of Muchut village
East: Community land of Muchut village
West: Community land of Muchut village

Sd/-(A.K.Singh), IAS
Secretary (Land Management)

Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh
Itanagar.DIPR/ARN-10917-18/2023

ered vessels in the water 
by the 2050s a mix of the 
new AUKUS-class subs 
built at home and in the 
UK, and Virgina-class ves-
sels purchased from the 
United States.

Marles said a “drum-
beat” of AUKUS-class sub-
marines would then con-
tinue to roll off Australian 
production lines “every few 
years” in perpetuity.

“There is no coun-
try in the world which has 
obtained the capability 
to build nuclear-powered 
submarines, which has 
then turned that capability 
off,” he said.

“We will see subma-
rines being produced here 
on an enduring basis.”

Although the finan-
cial details of the BAE deal 
are under wraps, Austra-
lian defence officials want 
to initially build at least 
five AUKUS-class nuclear-
powered subs at a cost of 
billions of dollars.

The subs will be 
quieter and stealthier than 
Australia’s existing diesel 
fleet, and capable of de-
ploying over vast distances 
without surfacing, posing a 
potent threat to any foe.

BAE Systems, one 
of the largest defence con-
tractors in Europe, said it 
was “already making good 
progress on the design 
and development of the 
next generation subma-
rine”.

The company has a 
close relationship with the 
UK navy, and is responsi-
ble for building its Astute-
class and Dreadnought-
class nuclear-powered 
vessels.

The scale of the 
project is vast, and ques-
tions have been raised 
about whether Australia 
with limited nuclear experi-
ence and a relatively small 
navy can pull it off.

Australian officials 
believe some 20,000 
workers will be needed for 
the homegrown nuclear 
industry among them an 
army of technicians, metal 
workers, electricians and 
welders.

The Australian navy 
has struggled to maintain 
its current fleet of ageing 
diesel-electric subs, which 
have been plagued by de-
sign flaws and cost blow-
outs.

In total, the AUKUS 
submarine project could 
cost up to Aus$368 billion 
over the next 30 years.
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
DEPARTMENT OF POWER 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH CIVlL SECRETARIAT: ITANAGAR - 791111
Memo No. PWRS/E-31/2014-15/ Dated, 18th Mar, 2024.

NOTIFICATION
 WHEREAS, the Powers and Functions of the appropriate authority under the Electricity Act, 2003, the Indian Telegraph Act.1885, and the Government of Arunachal Notification No. PWRS/E-2462/2013(Pt-ll), Dated, 29th 
August 2019, are vested in the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, which shall be exercised and discharged within the State of Arunachal Pradesh.

 WHEREAS, it appears to the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh that the lands and the surfaces over such lands at the following mentioned locations under possession of persons or otherwise are urgently needed at the locality or 
localities, more fully described in the following Schedule, for construction of “Roing-Anini 132 kV Transmission Line’ under the project, ‘Comprehensive Scheme for Strengthening of Transmission & Distribution System in Ar-
unachal Pradesh’ under Deopani, Iphiango (Kebali), Kebali, Puluatoga, Elapra Chetho, Lingir Ashono, Munli, Aoli, Mrambo villages under Lower Dibang Valley District, Arunachal Pradesh.

 WHEREAS, this Notification is made under provisions of Section 67, Section 68 &Section 164 of the Electricity Act-2003, Section 10 &Section 16 of Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 and Notification No. PWRS/E-2462/2013(Pt-
ll), Dated 29th August 2019, of Government of Arunachal Pradesh, the powers & functions of which are vested in the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh for the payment of compensation towards damages in the Right of Way (RoW) of 
the aforementioned transmission line to be laid on and over the land described in the Schedule below.

 WHEREAS, the compensation to the affected party(ies) shall be paid, in mutatis mutandis, as per OFFICE  MEMORANDUM  No.  LM-134/2011(Pt-lll), Dated 2nd June 2021.  And compensation(s) for the surface damages of 
land, and the properties over there, as determined, shall be paid to the rightful owner(s) only against the Unclassified State Forest (USF)/Private/Revenue Land areas.

 AND NOW THEREFORE, any person having any claim(s) of damage(s) on the said land for the said purpose may file such claim(s) in writing to the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Lower Dibang Valley District, Roing, 
within 14 (Fourteen) days from the date of publication of this Notification by clearly stating the reason(s) for such claim(s). And all processes for handing over of the RoW Corridor to requiring agency shall be completed within 21 (Twenty-
One) days from the date of publication of this Notification; and the Deputy Commissioner, Lower Dibang Valley District, in his’capacity shall dispose of the same after giving reasonable opportunity to extinguish the claim (s).

Schedule
(Specification of Land/Location)

Sl.-
No.

Tower 
Location 

No.

Location Geo-Coordinates Span 
Length 
(in Mtr.)

Tower 
Base 

Area (in 
Sq.Mtr.)

Corridor 
Area

 (in Sq. Mtr.)

Location and 
Area/Village

Easting Northing

1. Gantry 778236.00 3117726.00 66 106.17 1782 Deopani

2. AP1 778226.00 3117790.00 266 119.33 7182 Deopani

3. AP2 778263.00 3118057.00 211 147.94 5697 Deopani

4. AP3 778285.00 3118266.00 1702 65.3 45954 Iphiango (Kebali)

5. AP4 777284.38 3119642.30 265 65.3 7155 Iphiango (Kebali)

6. AP5 777284.25 3119907.28 370 133.24 9990 Kebali

7. AP6 777257.09 3120276.28 271 106.17 7317 Kebali

8. AP7 777069.13 3120471.82 164 82.1 4428 Kebali

9. AP8 776908.16 3120504.48 210 72.97 5670 Kebali

10. AP9 776699.11 3120480.01 220 73.46 5940 Kebali

11. AP10 776486.47 3120535.44 454 119.33 12258 Kebali

12. AP11 776077.22 3120730.84 216 65.3 5832 Kebali

13. AP12 775973.47 3120920.45 174 106.17 4698 Kebali

14. AP13 775863.43 3121055.04 356 106.17 9612 Kebali

15. AP14 775529.64 3121179.86 354 110.97 9558 Kebali

16. AP15 775375.66 3121498.20 108 106.17 2916 Kebali

17. AP16 775350.77 3121603.71 170 72.97 4590 Kebali

18. AP17 775430.47 3121754.43 233 106.17 6291 Kebali

19. AP18 775447.82 3121986.78 452 65.3 12204 Kebali

20. AP19 775782.18 3122290.93 393 123.94 10611 Kebali

21. AP20 775970.00 3122636.00 234 106.17 6318 Kebali

22. AP21 775999.00 3122868.00 362 106.17 9774 Kebali

23. AP22 775971.91 3123229.01 262 72.95 7074 Kebali

24. AP23 775786.85 3123415.09 181 106.17 4887 Kebali

25. AP24 775625.16 3123496.16 465 119.33 12555 Kebali

26. AP25 775177.09 3123620.18 384 92.97 9828 Kebali

27. AP26 775027.44 3123952.08 397 72.97 10719 Kebali

28. AP27 774714.82 3124196.49 374 72.97 10098 Kebali

29. AP28 774344.09 3124249.03 473 72.97 12771 Kebali

30 AP29 773971.15 3124539.64 257 72.97 6939 Kebali

31 AP30 773851.41 3124767.05 351 65.3 9477 Kebali

32 AP31 773670.73 3125067.60 239 72.97 6453 Kebali

33 AP32 773495.28 3125229.22 283 65.3 7641 Kebali

34 AP33 773338.52 3125464.60 123 92.97 3321 Kebali

35 AP34 773237.44 3125535.06 294 65.3 7938 Kebali

36 AP35 772980.80 3125677.56 336 65.3 9072 Kebali

37 AP36 772731.45 3125902.04 269 65.3 7363 Kebali

38 AP37 772534.94 3126085.44 105 72.97 2835 Kebali

39 AP38 772486.48 3126178.68 403 65.3 10881 Kebali

40 AP39 772365.51 336 269 105 307 65.3 8289 Kebali

41 AP40 772203.90 3126562.67 344 72.97 9288 Kebali

42 AP41 772183.06 3126823.62 312 65.3 8424 Kebali

43 AP42 772113.73 3127166.91 304 65.3 8208 Kebali

44 AP43 772075.72 3127470.91 302 106.17 8154 Kebali

45 AP44 772207.17 3127772.43 209 72.97 5643 Kebali

46. AP45 772233.91 3128251.75 418 65.3 11286 Kebali

47. AP46 772271.25 3128667.61 230 106.17 6210 Kebali

48. AP47 772398.11 3128859.88 355 106.17 9585 Kebali

49. AP49 772973.14 3129083.07 81 72.97 2187 Puluatoga

50 AP50 773032.97 3129138.41 366 65.3 9882 Puluatoga

51 AP51 773340.36 3129337.17 316 106.17 8532 Puluatoga

52 AP52 773346.70 3129653.14 227 180.36 6129 Elapra Chetho

53 AP53 773396.27 3129874.46 570 106.17 15390 Elapra Chetho

54 AP54 773628.90 3130394.65 249 92.97 6723 Elapra Chetho

55 AP55 773754.32 3130609.74 366 106.17 9882 Elapra Chetho

56 AP56 773747.38 3130975.75 125 65.3 3375 Elapra Chetho

Sl.-
No.

Tower 
Location 

No.

Location Geo-Coordinates Span 
Length 
(in Mtr.)

Tower 
Base 

Area (in 
Sq.Mtr.)

Corridor 
Area

 (in Sq. Mtr.)

Location and 
Area/Village

Easting Northing

57 AP57 773758.31 3131100.03 274 106.17 7398 Elapra Chetho

58. AP58 773649.34 3131351.07 423 180.36 11421 Lingir Ashono

59. AP59 773569.78 3131767.01 389 119.33 10503 Lingir Ashono

60 AP60 773293.47 3132041.15 90 106.17 2430 Lingir Ashono

61. AP61 773275.22 3132129.66 308 106.17 8316 Lingir Ashono

62 AP62 773270.96 3132437.23 201 85.3 5427 Munli

63 AP63 773362.00 3132616.00 132 147.94 3564 Munli

64 AP64 773391.00 3132745.00 288 123.94 7776 Munli

65 AP65 773510.51 3133007.44 318 110.97 8586 Munli

66 AP66 773780.08 3133176.32 367 35.68 9909 Munli

67 AP67 773954.93 3133498.50 390 110.97 10530 Munli

68 AP68 773921.37 3133886.75 189 123.94 5103 Aoli

69 AP69 773842.48 3134058.26 175 73.46 4725 Aoli

70 AP70 773799.72 3134227.53 249 110.97 6723 Aoli

71 AP71 773639.61 3134418.83 519 110.97 14013 Aoli

72 AP72 773357.50 3134854.78 273 72.97 7371 Aoli

73 AP73 773313.58 3135123.74 450 82.1 12150 Aoli

74 AP74 773143.69 3135540.12 445 119.33 12015 Aoli

75 AP75 772864.99 3135887.31 111 82.1 2997 Aoli

76 AP76 772827.24 3135991.35 418 73.46 11293 Aoli

77 AP77 773947.33 3133882.22 175 72.97 4722 Aoli

78 AP78 773891.52 3134048.82 177 65.3 4773 Aoli

79 AP79 773838.84 3134217.74 287 101.95 7740 Aoli

80 AP80 773634.29 3134418.15 490 65.3 13242 Aoli

81 AP81 773377.57 3134836.97 329 73.46 8890 Aoli

82 AP82 773308.58 3135158.25 419 91.24 11300 Aoli

83 AP83 773134.28 3135539.64 392 180.36 10595 Aoli

84 AP84 772892.27 3135847.81 168 65.3 4532 Aoli

85 AP85 772811.16 3135994.53 314 82.1 8465 Aoli

86 AP86 772954.28 3136273.16 324 110.97 8748 Aoli

87 AP87 773115.34 3136819.24 266 119.38 7194 Aoli

88 AP88 773064.47 3137081.11 200 65.3 5395 Aoli

89 AP89 773064.19 3137281.13 343 65.3 9255 Aoli

90 AP90 772835.46 3137536.29 197 73.46 5311 Aoli

91. AP91 772734.82 3137705.84 231 106.17 6247 Aoli

92 AP92 772611.43 3137900.22 208 119.33 5608 Aoli

93 AP93 772525.74 3138089.48 320 65.3 8640 Aoli

94 AP94 772680.29 3139148.92 286 82.1 7717 Aoli

95 AP95 772879.74 3139353.39 364 65.3 9823 Aoli

96 AP96 773061.64 3139668.68 443 82.1 11965 Aoli

97 AP97 773085.21 3140110.14 268 101.95 7235 Aoli

98 AP98 773053.48 3140376.40 250 65.3 6750 Aoli

99 AP99 773130.94 3140672.13 264 72.97 7138 Aoli

100 AP100 773095.77 3140934.49 327 65.3 8822 Aoli

101 AP101 773056.89 3141259.14 769 72.97 20758 Mrambo

102 AP102 773167.27 3142019.55 503 72.97 13594 Mrambo

103 AP103 773303.84 3142504.27 532 73.46 14361 Mrambo

104 AP104 773647.49 3142910.84 379 73.46 10225 Mrambo

105 AP105 773767.62 3143269.34 365 65.3 9848 Mrambo

106 AP106 773800.52 3143632.19 268 119.33 7246 Mrambo

107 AP107 773892.49 3143884.28 264 73.46 7122 Mrambo

108 AP108 773968.46 3144137.24 302 8167 Mrambo

109 AP109 774196.32 3144336.39 746 20142 Mrambo

Gross  Span and Area in Mtr and Sq. Mtr 34687 9737.23 936536

Sd/- R. K. Sharma, IAS 
Secretary to Government of Arunachal Pradesh 

Department of Power, ItanagarDIPR/ARN-10925-26/2023
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DIBRUGARH, April 13:
The ‘Yoga Mahotsava’ celebrated to 
commemorate 75 days to the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga, was a huge suc-
cess as thousands joined at the gala 
event as they practiced Common 
Yoga Protocol (CYP) at Dibrugarh 
University ground here on April 7 last. 

The Ministry of Ayush organ-
ized the ‘Yoga Mahotsav’ to commem-
orate the 75 days to International Day 
of Yoga at the Dibrugarh University 
campus. 

Union Minister of Ports, Ship-
ping & Waterways and Ayush, Sar-
bananda Sonowal graced the event 
as Chief Guest, which was also par-
ticipated by Chief Minister of Tripura, 
Prof (Dr) Manik Saha, Deputy Chief 
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Chow-
na Main, Union Minister of State for 
Petroleum & Natural Gas & MP of 
Dibrugarh; Rameshwar Teli, Union 
Minister of State for External Affairs, 

Dr Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Health 
& Family Welfare Minister of Assam, 
Keshab Mahanta.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Union Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal 
said, “It is a matter of immense pleas-
ure and pride that Dibrugarh is host-
ing this wonderful ‘Yoga Mahotsav’ 
in this pristine environment. As thou-
sands of you joined us, we are em-
boldening the vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to make yoga a global 
movement towards healthier and 
better tomorrow”. He added that our 
endeavor to promote yoga as a way 
of life will not only enrich our health 
but also contribute positively towards 
building a healthy & Swastha Bharat - 
a vision of the Prime Minister.

Sonowal further said, “On the 
occasion of Yoga Mahotsav, which 
is being celebrated on World Health 
Day, I have the pleasure to announce 
that the Ministry of Ayush is going to 

set up a 100 bedded Yoga & Natur-
opathy hospital at Dibrugarh. This is 
going to further bolster Dibrugarh, as 
the centre of healthcare in the region”. 

The Union Minister further in-
formed that “With the constant sup-
port from Prime Minister, we are going 
to build this hospital which will give a 
big boost to the traditional healthcare 
system in the region. This centre will 
cater to needs of the region by provid-
ing yoga and naturopathy out-patient 
and inpatient treatments to the peo-
ple. An MoU was also signed between 
the Moraji Desai National Institute of 
Yoga (MDNIY) and Dibrugarh Univer-
sity to develop an ecosystem of yoga 
practitioners which will further rein-
force our commitment to make yoga 
a part of everyone’s healthy lifestyle.”

The Chief Minister of Tripura, 
Prof (Dr) Manik Saha said that, “Due 
to the umpteen initiatives of the Prime 
Minister, yoga has regained its past 

Thousands participate 
in Yoga Mahotsav in Dibrugarh;

Union Minister announces 100 bedded Yoga & Naturopathy Hospital in Dibrugarh 
glory as it is now being celebrated 
across the world as a prescription of 
good health. Being a doctor, I under-
stand the scores of benefits that yoga 
has to offer. As we practice yoga to-
day, it not only boosts the yoga prac-
tice among people, but also promises 
a better, healthier tomorrow”. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Arunachal Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister, Chowna Mein said, “Yoga 
is a wonderful gift of India’s rich herit-
age that has benefitted the world to 
become a healthier place. Led by the 
Prime Minister yoga has become a 
global movement. Today, as we per-
form yoga, I hope & believe that with 
the ever rising popularity Yoga is an 
occasion to celebrate. I am happy that 
I can participate in this event today as 
we work towards a healthier tomor-
row.”

Mein also added that this 
year's International Day of Yoga holds 
more significance as it endeavours to 
connect with the larger global com-
munity. India's G20 Presidency theme 
- "One World, One Health" resonates 
with the principle of "Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam". He further said that Yoga 
is a wonder gift of India’s rich heritage 
that has benefitted the world to be-
come a healthier place, adding that, 
led by the Prime Minister yoga has 
become a global movement. 

Ministers and MPs from North 
Eastern States were among other 
prominent personalities, besides in-
ternational students from Tanzania, 
Uganda, Kenya, Togo, Nepal, Nigeria, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Egypt, Namibia 
& Korea apart from thousands of stu-
dents, yoga enthusiasts participated 
at the Yoga Mahotsav. At the event, 
the audience was guided to perform 
CYP by Dr Ishwar V. Basavaraddi, Di-
rector, MDNIY.

PASIGHAT, April 13:  
The Arunachal Pradesh Literary Soci-
ety (APLS), East Siang district Unit or-
ganized their first general body meet 
here on April 7 last.

 The meet aimed to provide a 
platform for the writers and poets to 
connect, contribute and share their 
creative works to enrich the literary 
landscape of the state and the nation. 
Poetry Meet was done by members 
along with discussions on the future 
programs and meet of the APLS. 

Writers Ponung Ering Angu 
(“Doying-Collection of Folk Tales of 
the Adis), Litterateur Kaling Borang, 
Group Capt. (Retd) Mohonto Pang-
ging (“Keerook & Other Stories from 
North East India) Dr. Kaling Dai (Retd. 
JDHS), Folk Artiste, Delong Padung, 
Manjulata Prasad, Dr. Ing Perme 
were among those who were part of 
the meet. 

President APLS (East Siang 

Unit), Ponung Ering Angu, while high-
lighting the objectives of the meet for 
providing a platform for  writers and 
poets of the district, said that the Writ-
ers Padmashree  Mamang Dai and 
Luminary Late Lummer Dai hailing 
from the district have contributed im-
mensely to the literary  arena a of the 
state and nation.

APLS Vice President District 
Unit, Group Captain (Retd), Mohonto 
Panging Pao encouraged the young 
budding writers. 

Folk Artiste, Delong Padung 
stressed on documentation of rich 
Folk Literature. Tagom Tamuk, Presi-
dent of the Adi Agom Kebang also 
spoke in detail on the Adi lipik   (Al-
phabets). Members like B. Jerang 
presented his satire works in Adi 
among others in the session. Writer 
Tashiram Pertin also presented a 
copy of his book Litum Kebang and 
spoke at length on his book.

East Siang APLS bring 
writers & poets together

Meet focused on folk literature

AALO, April 13: 
Minister for Forest and Environment, 
Sports & Youth Affairs, Mama Natung 
said that Arunachal Pradesh is devel-
oping in every field under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister Pema Khandu.
 Attending the Central Mopin 
Celebration as Chief Guest here on 
April 6 last, along with Er Toko Jyoti, 
CE (PHED), Western Zone and JCCI, 
Vijay Kr. Agarwal, Zonal President 
as the Guest of Honour and Special 
Guest, the Minister appreciated the 
local MLA Kento Jini for initiating in-
frastructure of Aalo township and ap-
pealed the people to give him another 
chance for overall development of the 
area.
 On the occasion, Natung 
called upon the people of West Siang 
to surrender their possessed air guns 
and other guns to save birds and ani-
mals, adding, “Lets us save the birds 
and the animals for our better envi-

ronment”.
 Praising the Galo community 
for excellence in every field, the min-
ister said that numerous bureaucrats, 
technocrats and political leaders of 
Galo communities are rendering their 
valuable services for development 
and shaping of our state, adding that 
the R.K Mission school of Aalo have 
produced many officers who are serv-
ing in Arunachal  and other states. He 
appealed the youths to do hard work 
for the development of the state. 
 Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Kento Jini appreciated the min-
isters for initiating the construction 
of Aalo Stadium, Air Gun Surrender 
Abhiyaan etc. He also appreciated 
Er. Toko Jyoti CE (PHED) WZ for im-
plementation of various water supply 
schemes in western zone.
 In his address, Er Toko Jyoti 
praised the Galo community for their 
peace loving nature and harmonious 
life which have to be learned.

 Vijay Kr. Agarwal, JC CI in 
his speech informed that their NGO 
have opened one library which is 
opened for all. 
 Earlier, Gego Doji, General 
Secretary CMCC welcomed the vis-
iting dignitaries and participant at 
Mopin Ground and Yomto Zini, Presi-
dent CMCC 2023 highlighted the im-
portance Mopin to the guests. 
 During the day, Smti Lee 
Ete Ngomdir, Tumjom Doji and Dr. 
Arun Kumar Pathak were felicitated 
by CMCC for their outstanding ser-
vices in various fields. 
 The day was charmed with 
Popir dance competition from vari-
ous sectors of Aalo.
 MLA Nyamar Karbak, DC 
Penga Tato, Amzad Tak, Commis-
sioner Education, officers, senior citi-
zen from East Kameng, Seppa and 
Ziro II under Lower Subansiri district, 
HoDs, ZPMs, PR leaders, Popir par-
ty, public etc attended the occasion.

Natung graces Central Mopin Festival at Aalo
Forest Minister calls upon people to surrender air guns 

TUTING, April 13:
A two day Seema Darshan organized 
under Vibrant Village Program to Tuting 
from April 7 to 9, 2023 concluded suc-
cessfully. 
 The visiting team comprised 
of Ms. Gauri Basu, Consultant AKAM, 
RC Bishnoi ASO, Nitesh Kumar, JSA 
from Ministry of Culture (MoC), New 
Delhi, Yashilemba, Exhibition Officer, 
NEZCC (North East Zone Cultural Cen-
tre), Dimapur and documentation team 
from NEZCC and a group of 12 students 
from Odisha along with their escorts. 
 The team was accompanied 
by T Mize, District Tourism Officer, O 
Modi, District Art and Culture Officer 
and Lod Tam, Assistant, Directorate of 

Art and Culture, Itanagar. Earlier, the 
team was accorded a warm welcome 
by the local administration, local public 
of Tuting and the Donyi Polo Yelam Ke-
bang. During the tour, the group visited 
Gelling, the last Indian village which 
is located around 2 kms from the LAC 
and interacted with the ITBP personnel 
stationed there. This was followed by 
artillery display by ITBP personnel. The 
group also visited Gelling Monastery 
and interacted with the locals there.
 Later, the group made a trip to 
Zido village where they interacted with 
the GBs, Panchayat members and local 
public in the village. It was followed by 
display of cultural items - local song and 
dance, exhibition of local textile, jewelry 

and handicrafts and live demonstration 
of hand-weaving by the local women. 
 Ms. Basu, while appreciating 
the local culture and handicrafts, also in-
formed the people about Vibrant Village 
Program and its importance especially 
for people residing in border areas and 
the gamut of positive changes that this 
VVP Program has the capacity to bring 
for the people. She also expressed 
gratitude on behalf of the visiting team 
for the warm hospitality extended by the 
locals throughout the tour.
 The visitors were also taken 
on a tour of Karilidung/Jasung Kora, a 
sacred place for both Adi and Memba 
communities and concluded by a visit to 
Tuting Monastery.

Seema Darshan under 
Vibrant Village Programe concluded

ZIRO, April 13:
Statutory benefits were distrib-
uted to beneficiaries of Arunachal 
Pradesh Building & Other Con-
struction Worker’s Welfare Board 
(APO&OCWWB) by Lower Sub-
ansiri Deputy Commissioner at Civil 
Secretariat Conference Hall here on 
April 6 last.
 Of the total 31 beneficiar-
ies, 29 student beneficiaries were 
distributed Rs 7,90,000/- as educa-
tion scholarship with amounts rang-
ing from rupees twenty thousand 
to rupees forty thousand to pursue 
their higher educations within and 
outside the state while rupees two 
lacs three thousand were distribut-
ed as death benefits to children of 
three dead workers of the District.
  The statutory benefits 
were distributed for the first time at 
the district Hqs to children of reg-
istered workers of APO&OCWWB 
after the process got decentralized. 

Statutory benefits distributed to children of APO&OCWWB

The cheques were handed over to 
beneficiaries by DC Bamin Nime in 
presence of District Labour and Em-
ployment Officer Ngilyang Pugang 
and APO&OCWWB, Ziro Register-
ing Officer Tage Tupe.
 Speaking on the occasion, 
DC Bamin Nime advised the work-
ers of the district to maintain work 
culture and dignity of labour. He 
also appealed them to cooperate 

with the District Administration in 
proper segregation and disposal of 
garbage at the district Hqs. The DC 
further urged the workers to spread 
the message of not constructing 
dwelling houses and commercial 
buildings at the paddy fields since 
agriculture is the main economic ac-
tivity of Apatani Plateau and paddy 
fields are also the main charm of at-
traction to tourists at the valley. 

TAWANG, April 13:
The first ever district inter-school meet 
for elementary level of government 
schools of Tawang district for the year 
2023-24 was inaugurated and declared 
opened by Tawang MLA Tsering Tashi 
on Tuesday morning at Gyalwa Tsang-
yang Gyatso High Altitude Stadium, Ta-
wang. 

In his inaugural address, MLA 
Tashi congratulated the children and 
education deptt for planning such an 
event for three long days. He said that 
such events will provide platform for tal-
ented children to show their hidden tal-
ents, adding earlier such events were 
organized in every school annually. Due 
to growing academic competitions there 
is pressure on children for academic 
excellence, whereas such events gives 
opportunity for students for all round de-
velopment, the MLA stated. 

He stressed that earlier tradition 
of organizing school weeks annually 
should continue with cultural, games 
and sports activities in every school and 
assured his support for organizing such 
events every year. 

Addressing the participants, he 
said that, “they are our future genera-
tions and our coming generations must 
be physically fit and mentally strong” 
and asked the participants to stay away 
from drugs and other intoxications. En-
couraging them, he said, “today you are 
proudly holding your school flag and I 
hope in days to come, you will be hold-
ing national flag in your hands leading 
national contingents at international 
competitions”. He further asked the or-
ganizers, DDSE and his team to ensure 
that there should not be any shortage in 
providing good food and refreshments 
to the participants. 

Speaking on the occasion, DC 
Kesang Ngurup Damo called it a his-
toric day since for the first time such 
an inter school meet is organized in the 
district for elementary schools. Games 
and sports are important part of our life, 
he said, while quoting an old hindi prov-
erb "Padogey likhogey banogey nawab, 
Khelogey kudogey banogey kharab", 
the DC said that this old proverb has 
been proved wrong, as nowadays with 
hard work and sincere dedication any-
one can become international heroes 
in the field of games sports and cultural 
music etc. 

He said that games and sports 
keeps you physically fit, it develops 
your mental and spiritual efficiency, only 
matter is that these fields should not be 
taken as entertainment purpose. Keep 
focused, disciplined and continue hard 
work in the field of your interest with 
sincerity and dedication, success will 
come, he assured. Lauding DDSE and 
his team he said, this is best use of time, 
since the schools will be closed for va-
cations soon and teachers and students 
all are free from tensions of examina-
tions and other academic activities right 
now. DC also conveyed his gratitude 
to Indian army for providing food and 
refreshments and SSB for providing 
transportation service for participants of 
Lungla area for the event.  

He further said that archery is 
an important traditional game and also 
an important event in Olympics, Asian 
games and common wealth games, so 
there is need to train our children in this 
field so that they can perform at inter-
national level. We have to provide them 
with facilities and parents should en-
courage their children showing interest 
in archery and give a serious thought on 

it, if any child wins gold medal in any 
international event he/she can become 
super star overnight, he said, while cit-
ing examples of Mary com and Hema 
Das. 

Giving information on aims and 
objectives of the event, DDSE Hridhar 
Phuntso said that under ISSE there is 
some provision for conducting various 
competitions for students of Higher sec-
ondary and Secondary levels, but if we 
provide equal opportunity to our children 
from the elementary level they can per-
form better at higher levels, therefore 
keeping this in view, this time the event 
has been organized for the first time, 
He conveyed his gratitude to the three 
MLAs of the district, Indian army and 67 
Bn SSB lungla for supporting the event.  
Among others, ZPM Tsering Dorjee, Dy. 
Commander Tawang brigade Colonel 
JS Dodhy, Padmashree Awardee Lama 
Thupten Phuntso, public leader Pema 
Ngawang and officers from district ad-
ministration, public leaders, teachers 
and more than 500 students from differ-
ent primary and upper primary schools 
of the district participated in the inaugu-
ral function. 

Organized by the education de-
partment and sponsored by the three 
MLAs of Mukto, Tawang and Lungla 
constituencies, the event is supported 
by Indian Army for food and refresh-
ments and 67th Bn SSB Lungla for 
transportation of participants from 
Lungla area. 

Around 500 students from 41 
govt elementary schools of Tawang 
district are participating in the event in 
which competitions in various fields like 
cultural, games sports and literary ac-
tivities will be held for three days from 
April 11-13, 2023. 

Elementary level inter-school meet of Tawang dist inaugurated

ITANAGAR, March 22:
In the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat’, the State foundation Day of 
Bihar was celebrated in the Raj Bha-
van of Arunachal Pradesh on 22nd 
March 2024. Large number of peo-
ple from Bihar in Arunachal Pradesh 
participated in the programme.

The Governor said that the 
people of Bihar in Arunachal Pradesh 
were the partners in the developmen-
tal progress of the State. He said that 
they continue to be one of most con-
tributing communities in the growth 
and development of the State.

The Governor commended 
the people of Bihar for their enthu-
siastic participation in the Bihar Di-

was celebration in Raj Bhavan pro-
gramme. He said that such activities 
will cement the goodwill amongst 
the people of Bihar and Arunachal 
Pradesh.  

Recalling the rich history of 
Bihar, the Governor said that in the 
progress of the nation, the people of 
Bihar made huge contributions. He 
said that Biharis are known for their 
hard work and progressive mind.

The Governor said that the 
historic State of Bihar stands out for 
its religious, educational prowess and 
dynamic rulers from ancient times, 
which helped shape our national his-
tory. Bihar reflects the civilisation her-
itage of our country, he said.

A cultural programme depict-
ing the rich cultural heritage of Bihar, 
including traditional dances and Holi 
geet were presented by the people of 
Bihar residing in Arunachal Pradesh 
on the occasion. Master Abhinash 
Kumar, Class VIII, Kendriya Vidya-
laya, Chimpu presented a poem on 
the State of Bihar, ‘Main Bihar Hu’.

The audio visual message of 
the Governor of Bihar Shri Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar was played on 
the occasion.

The Governor and the First 
Lady of the State, Anagha Parnaik 
hosted a high tea and interacted with 
the invitees from all walks of life and 
participants. 

Bihar Diwas celebrated in 
Arunachal Pradesh Raj Bhavan KHONSA, March 22: 

The public health engineering de-
partment (PHED) in Tirap district, 
in collaboration with four-gram pan-
chayats, observed the World Water 
Day (WWD) on Friday, Mrach 22 at 
the Tepham stream, a crucial source 
of drinking water supply to Chasa, 
Noksa, Old PaniDuria, and Longo vil-
lages.

The objective of observing the 
WWD near the water source was to 
focus on the importance of maintain-
ing clean head works and water treat-
ment plants.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Kapu ZPM Wiram Matey highlighted 
the significance of protecting catch-
ment areas and the role of the pan-
chayat leaders and village chiefs in 
conserving water sources.

Khonsa PHED Division Execu-

World Water Day Observed 

tive Engineer Bharat Sonam stressed 
the need to create awareness about 
the importance of freshwater sources 

and sustainable water management.
Water and sanitation consult-

ant Lampang Wangsa also spoke. 

AALO, March 21: 
Expenditure observer for Arunachal 
West parliamentary constituency 
Satish Kumar Irakulla, and expendi-
ture observer for three assembly 
constituencies of West Siang district 
Praveen Kumar briefed the returning 
officers (RO), assistant returning of-
ficers (ARO), the flying surveillance 

team (FST), the static surveillance 
team (SST) and others during a 
meeting here on Thursday, March 
21.

The duo asked all the ROs 
and AROs to “keep monitoring the 
expenditures of all the political par-
ties,” and urged District Election Of-
ficer Mamu Hage to appoint one more 

assistant expenditure observer.
“FST and SST have the major 

role to play during the simultaneous 
general elections,” they said.

The meeting was attended 
also by SP Abhimanyu Poswal, along 
with all the ROs, AROs, nodal offic-
ers, and officials of the FST, VST, 
and SST. 

Expenditure observers conducts meeting with RO’s

RONO HILLS,March 27:  
Rajiv Gandhi University VC prof. 
Saket Kushwaha on Wednesday, 
March 27 felicitated two students of 
the university and one from the RGU 
Boxing Academy, who won medals 
in the just concluded 3rd North East 
Olympic in Nagaland.

The students felicitated were 
taekwondo player Nyalin Basar, 
long-distance runner Joti Mane and 
boxer Tali Taba.

Basar and Mane, who won 
a bronze medal each in taekwondo 
and 10,000 mtr race, respectively, 
are the students of the university’s 
physical education department.

Taba is a product of RGU Box-

ing Academy. He won a gold medal 
in the games.

Prof.Kushwaha commended 
the dedication and hard work exhib-
ited by the three sportspersons in 
such a prestigious sporting event.

Addressing the gathering, the 
vice-chancellor lauded the accom-
plishments of the students and em-
phasized the importance of sports.

He also announced that steps 
would be taken to provide recogni-
tion and incentives to medal winners 
from the university and the acad-
emy.

Promising to prioritize them 
in various employment opportuni-
ties within the university, the vice-

chancellor underscored the univer-
sity’s commitment to nurturing and 
supporting talented individuals in 
sports.

The VC also announced 
for cash award of Rs. 10000, Rs. 
7000, & Rs. 5000 for gold, silver and 
bronze winners, respectively. The 
cash award will be provided to them 
during the National Sports Day cel-
ebration in August later this year.

Dr. Sambhu Prasad, head 
of physical education department, 
Dr.Tadang Minu, coach/coordinator 
of the Boxing Academy, Dr. Vivek 
Kr. Singh, Sangey Tsering and 
Dr.Hemantajit Gogoi attended the 
programme.

NE Games medal winnersfelicitated 

YUPIA, March 27:
The General Observer and Police 
Observer for the elections to the 
Parliament and Legislative Assem-
bly for Papum Pare District, Amit 
Dhaka and Om Prakash Tripathy 
respectively reviewed the election 
preparedness with the SPs and 
Election Nodal Officers of Papum 
Pare district here on Wednesday, 
March 27 at DC Conference Hall, 
Yupia.

Amit Dhaka who is also the 
General Observer for Lower Sub-
ansiri and Keyi Panyor districts-
called for concerted efforts from all 
the officers assigned elections du-
ties to work in tandem to ensure a 
free and fair elections.

Terming Itanagar as the fo-
cal point for outflux of freebies to 
lure the voters, General Observer 
Amit called for intensive checking 
by the SSTs and FSTs.

He also took stock of the vot-
er registrationupdates, manpow-
erand EVM randomisations proc-
ess and called for absolute care to 
avoid any procedural lapses.

Police Observer, Om Pra-

kash, who is also the observer for 
10 more districts urged all to imple-
ment the Model Code Conduct in 
letter and spirit.

Informing about ECI cVigil 
app, which can be used to regis-
ter complaints on MCC violation on 
real-time, he further urged all the 
officers to disseminate the informa-
tion to all.

DEO Papum Pare, Jiken 
Bomjenbriefed about the election 
related activities and the districts 
preparedness for peaceful elec-
tions.

SP Papum Pare, Taru Gusar, 
SP, ICR Rohit Rajbir and SP, Na-
harlagun Mihin Gambo presented 
the election preparedness of their 
department.

They briefed about the 
communication plan, vulnerability 
mapping, deployment of SSTs and 
FSTs, arms license deposition, 
manpower deployment for all the 
three assembly constituencies un-
der Papum Pare district.

SP PapumPare(Rural) Taru 
Gusaralso spoke about the estab-
lishment of integrated checkgates 

at Kimin, Hollongi and Gumto which 
shares borders with neighbouring 
Assam to intensify cross border in-
flux of cash and freebies.

“We have had series of meet-
ings with the Assam counterpart to 
ensure peaceful elections,”Gusar 
further added while stating that the 
“Assam counterpart has assured 
full cooperation.”

After the meeting the both 
the observers along with the SPs, 
EAC (Election) visited the strong 
room at the Golden Jubilee Out-
door Stadium, Yupia.

Returning Officer -15 Sa-
galeeHigioYame ; Nodal Officers for 
Law and Order Tamo Dada;Nodal 
Officer, Election Expenditure Moni-
toring Khoda Bhat;Nodal Officer 
,Training Dana Unna; Nodal Officer 
,Manpower,Ribi Karlo; Nodal Officer 
MCMC Ramar Jokik,;Nodal Officer 
to Observers BengiaYakar;Nodal 
Officer Postal Ballot Mary Tan-
yang; Nodal Officer cVigil Mary Bui 
;AERO SagaleeKhoda Rakhee; 
EAC Dani Rikangand officials of 
the election branch attended the 
meeting.

General Observer, Police Observer 
reviews election preparedness 

DEOMALI, March 22: 
The district NYK unit organised 
a neighbourhood parliament at 
Wangcha Rajkumar Govt College 
(WRGC) in Deomali, in collaboration 
with the college’s political science de-
partment on Friday, March 22.

Eleven speakers from various 
departments of the college took part 

in discussions on local and state is-
sues, representing both ruling and op-
position viewpoints.

Esha Kumari Sah from the 
English department won the first 
prize, and Mejet Mema from the po-
litical science department bagged the 
second prize.

Political science guest faculty 

member Teja Raji emphasised on the 
significance of women’s empower-
ment in the field of politics.

WRGC Principal Dr Monshi 
Tayeng, NSS Programme Officer 
NgamwangLowang, Political Science 
HoDTaiwang Wangsa, and LongcheA-
toa Savio and Teja Raji from the politi-
cal science department also spoke.

Neighborhood Youth Parliament 
programme held at WRGC

TEZU, March 22: 
The World TB Day was observed at 
the Govt Primary School (GPS) in 
Jhalukbari village in Lohit district on 
22 March instead of on 24 March this 
year, as it coincides with Holi festival.

Besides displaying of ban-
ners reading ‘Yes! We can end TB’, 
a health awareness and sensitisa-
tion programme was organised at the 
school, during which DPO (NTEP) Dr 
UK Nath delivered a speech on TB, 

its management, and steps to protect 
oneself from TB.

Among other things, he high-
lighted the adoption of TB patients by 
nikshaymitras.

DRCHO Dr L Lollen dwelt on 
tuberculosis, immunisation, and a few 
other diseases, while DPO (DVBD-
CP) Dr S Towang delivered a speech 
on the importance of disseminating 
awareness among the general public 
and villagers regarding TB.

Tezu-based Zonal General 
Hospital Medical Superintendent Dr 
JS Bhomick spoke on “the global and 
national burden of tuberculosis, its 
preventive measures, and different 
health schemes.”

NGO Piramal Foundation’s 
M&E Biswajit Debnath and Jhalukbari 
GB Thanuram Das also spoke.

A letter of appreciation was 
given away to ‘TB champion’ Ajay 
Thapa. 

World TB Day observed

TEZU, March 22: 
Tezu (Lohit)-based Bamboosa Library 
and Roing (LDV)-based NGO AMYAA 
conducted a ‘nature trail’ for students 
of Tezu on Friday, March 22 marking 
the International Day of Forests.

The event was part of the Wipro 
Earthian community engagement pro-
gramme, aimed at sensitising the com-
munity to the importance of conserva-
tion of earth resources, the Bamboosa 
Library informed in a release.

The walk was led by Wipro 
Earthian sustainability educator 
Bethem Marai, “who guided the stu-
dents to reconnect with nature, and 
shared insights into preserving the for-
ests and the ecosystem,” it said.

The students were divided into 
five groups and asked to collect fallen 
or dried leaves of different shapes, 
sizes and colours “to make a leaf mu-
seum,” the release said.

The participants were also 

asked to observe a tree and write a 
poem on the spot about forests.

“It was a wonderful experience 
to witness the enthusiastic students 
coming up with poems in less than 20 
minutes. This was followed by a quiet 
and peaceful tree hug and a ceremo-
ny of saying ‘thank you’ to the forests, 
and concluded with a feedback ses-
sion by senior activist KeseloTayang 
and readers of the library,” the release 
informed.

International Day of Forests observed 


