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LONGDING, March 17: 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu virtually 
inaugurated multiple projects from 
the general ground here on Saturday, 
March 16 .

The CM inaugurated projects 
such as ‘augmentation and retrofit-
ting of the old existing DC office in 
Longding and the 100-bedded girls’ 
hostels of the GHSS Longding and 
the GHSS Pongchau’.

He also inaugurated a 35-km-
long water supply line for Longdging 
and Kanubari, and promised to extend 
all possible help in implementing the 
catchment area schemes, and “repli-
cate EB project in Longding district.”

Addressing the gathering at 

the general ground, Khandu highlight-
ed the state government’s achieve-
ments in the areas of education, 
health, sports, connectivity, infrastruc-
ture development, capacity building of 
youths, and women empowerment.

He emphasised on boosting 
rural economy “by enhanced partici-
pation of SHGs through convergence 
approach with various government 
schemes and initiatives,” and advised 
the youths to “venture in the field of 
tourism and innovative startups.”

Praising the Wancho crafts-
manship, the CM spoke about 20 
GI-tagged indigenous products, and 
related them with the ‘vocal for local’ 
initiative.

Arunachal East MP Tapir Gao, 
who also, along with RWD Minister 
Honchun Ngandam, Kanubari MLA 
Gabriel Denwang Wangsu, Longding-
Pumao MLA Tanpho Wangnaw, 
Longding DC Bekir Nyorak, SP Dekio 
Gumja, and ZPC Lohpong Wang-
ham, was present on the occasion, 
praised the rich culture and heritage 
of the Wanchos, and urged the peo-
ple to “preserve it and encourage your 
young ones to learn their native dia-
lect.”

He also urged the people to 
“stop indulging in deforestation ac-
tivities and avail the opportunities 
provided by the central and the state 
governments.” 

CM  inaugurates multiple projects 
at Longding Headquarters

YUPIA, March 20:
A joint coordination meeting of the 
Returning Officers and Superin-
tendent of Police of Papum Pare 
with the FSTs, SSTs,VSTs, Nodal 
Officers, Liquor Monitoring team 
and AMDOs was held here in the 
DC Conference Hall on Wednes-
day, March 20. 

The joint meeting was held 
to discuss modalities to effectively 
functionalise the Integrated check 
points, deployment of additional 
manpower and force to the flying 
Squad teams and Static Surveil-
lance teams, accurate compilation 
of reports by SSTs, 

ROs, SPs of Papumpare holds a 
joint meeting with SSTs, FST, Nos

ITANAGAR, March 19:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, UYSM 
YSM (Retd.) graces the 8th Convoca-
tion of Arunachal University of Studies 
(AUS), Namsai, in its university cam-
pus on 19th March 2024. The Gover-
nor presented the Doctor of Philosophy 
degrees and gold medalists, i.e. topper 
of the respective subjects on the occa-
sion. 667 undergraduate and 19 post 
graduate degrees were awarded.

Congratulating the graduating 
students, the Governor said that con-
vocation is a day of fulfillment for the 
students, their parents and guardians 
and faculty members, reflecting their 
sacrifices, dedication and sincerity to 
imbibe the best education that leads to 
a better future. He said that this mo-
ment of triumph is not a culmination 
but a commencement of endless pos-
sibilities, opportunities and responsi-
bilities.

The Governor said that educa-
tion is not merely the acquisition of a 
degree, it is the cultivation of minds, 
the nurturing of talents and the shaping 
of character. He said that it is through 

Governor graces AUS convocation

innovation, research and develop-
ment that the person can bring positive 
transformation in society and address 
many of its problems including poverty, 
disease, unemployment and hunger. 
“You, as graduates of this University, 

have the responsibility for ushering 
in societal transformation using the 
knowledge of science, social science, 
humanities, law and other subjects 
which you have acquired”, he said.

ITANAGAR, March 17: 
With the implementation of Model 
Code of conduct, a meeting regard-
ing election preparedness was con-
vened on Sunday, March 17 by the 
Deputy Commissioner cum RO 
13- Itanagar (AC) Shweta Nagarkoti 
Mehta with SP Itanagar, Rohit Rajbir 
Singh, SP Naharlagun, Mihin Gambo, 
EACs, all sector magistrates, Flying 
Squad Team(FST), Video Surveil-
lance Team(VST), Static Surveillance 
Team(SST) and Video Viewing Team 
of 13 Itanagar (ST) AC.  

Chairing the meeting, the DC 
asked all to render exemplary serv-
ices with dedication and devotion to 
maintain peace and order in Capital 
Itanagar. She informed that Sector 
Magistrates, FST, VST, SST and VVT 
have already been deployed round 
the clock in the Capital Region and 
urged them to monitor any possible 
violation of MCC ahead of the Elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha and State Leg-
islative Assembly. 

She also urged the team of 
EEMC ( Election Expenditure Moni-

toring cell)to be abreast with the legal 
framework, monitoring and enforce-
ment mechanisms and the reporting 
requirements which is a crucial as-
pect of ensuring transparency and 
accountability in the electoral process 
and directed the Assistant expendi-
ture observers, Accounting teams etc 
to submit the report to EAC Khoda 
Bath,who is the Nodal Officer for EEM. 
She also directed the Media Certifica-
tion and Monitoring Cell to carry out 
social media monitoring along with 
paid news and other advertisements 
in print and electronic media. 

The DC further informed about 
the C-vigil investigator app” which is an 
online application for citizens to report 
on model code of conduct violations 
during the election period. However, 
the Flying Squads and Static Surveil-
lance Teams will have to submit all 
their seizures of cash and materials 
in ESMS (Election Seizure Manage-
ment System) app which would pro-
vide real-time data of seizures, added 
the DC.

Capital DC conducts meeting 
regarding election preparedness

ITANAGAR, March 20:
The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh 
Lt. General KT Parnaik, PVSM, UYSM, 
YSM (Retd.) participated in the one-
day conference on Indian Languages 
at Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, 
Doimukh on Wednesday March 20. The 
Governor inaugurated an exhibition on 
Indian languages.

The Governor said that language 
is very important for the people and the 
nation. He said language is the binding 
force, which binds culture, traditions and 
heritage of a nation.  

The Governor said that in the 
socio-economic and cultural progress of 
India, the role of Indian languages is cru-
cial as it binds society and the culture. 
He said that it is the medium of unity 
and integrity of the nation and diversity 

in languages is the symbol of strength 
and prosperity.

The Governor emphasised that 
the youth of the day must be motivated 
and encouraged to use their mother 
tongue. He said that family interactions 
and community meetings must be con-
ducted using their indigenous dialects 
and languages, so that it propagates 
from generation to generation. When a 
language dies out, future generations 
lose a vital part of the culture that is nec-
essary to completely understand it, he 
said.

Commending the participants 
and organizations for taking up the 
cause of preserving and promotion of 
Indian languages, the Governor ex-
pressed his hope that the initiative will 
go a long way in preservation and pro-

motion of Indian languages. He said that 
through the conference the various local 
dialects of Arunachal Pradesh will be in-
troduced to the people of other parts of 
the country, which in turn will ensure that 
local dialects are not extinct.

The Hindi Department of Rajiv 
Gandhi University organised the one-
day conference in collaboration with 
Shiksha Sanskruti Utthan Nyas, New 
Delhi and Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, 
Ministry of Education, Govt. of India.

Vice Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi 
University (RGU) Prof. Saket Kushwaha, 
RGU Registrar Dr. Nabam Tadar Rikam, 
keynote speaker of the seminar, Head 
of Hindi Department, Tripura Univer-
sity Dr. Vinod Kumar Mishra and Dean, 
Faculty of Languages, RGU, Dr. Shyam 
Shankar Singh shared their views.

Governor participates in Indian Language conference, 
motivates youth to use their mother longue 

ITANAGAR, March 16: 
The Election Commission of India on 
Saturday, March 16 announced the 
schedule for the elections to the 18th 
Lok Sabha and the 11th legislative as-
sembly of Arunachal Pradesh.

The polling will be held simul-
taneously in a single phase on 19 
April, from 7 am to 5 pm. The count-
ing of votes will take place on 4 June. 
Arunachal has 60 assembly and two 
Lok Sabha seats.

The date of issuing of the ga-
zette notification is 20 March. The last 
date of filing nominations is 27 March, 
while the date of scrutiny of nomina-
tions will be 28 March, and the last 
date for withdrawal of candidature is 
30 March.

The model code of conduct 
also came into force in the state with 
the announcement of the date of the 
elections.

A total of 8,82,816 voters will 
exercise their adult franchise at 2,226 

polling stations across the state. Out 
of the total electors, 4,49,050 are fe-
males, 4,33,760 are males, and six 
are transgender electors, Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief Electoral Officer Pa-
wan Kumar Sain informed in a press 
release.

Polling Station No 2 – the 
Govt Primary School in Pumao – in 
Longding assembly constituency, with 
1,462 voters, has the highest number 
of electors in the state. The polling sta-
tion with the least number of electors 
is a temporary structure in Malogam 
village in Hayuliang assembly con-
stituency, with one female voter. 

Polling Station No 18 – Lu-
guthang – in Mukto assembly constit-
uency, is the highest polling station, 
located at an altitude of about 13,383 
ft.

All necessary arrangements 
to conduct the elections have already 
been completed in the state, the re-
lease said.

Simultaneous polls in 
Arunachal on 19 April

TAWANG, March 14: 
Deputy Comptroller & Auditor Gen-
eral (DCAG) Subir Mallik gave as-
surance that he would convey the 
concerns and financial limitations 
presented by the panchayat mem-
bers of Tawang district to the gov-
ernment.

He said this during a meet-
ing at the deputy commissioner’s 
office here with senior officials, 
panchayat members, member sec-
retaries, and panchayat technical 
assistants from all gram panchay-
ats of Tawang district.

During the meeting, DRDA 
PD Tenzin Jambey presented an 
overview of Tawang district, em-
phasising the challenges faced 
in implementing developmental 
projects in his jurisdiction.

ZPMs from Jemeithang, 
Lungla and Mukto, along with 
GPMs raised concerns related to 
fund distribution aligning with the 
population ratios.

Meeting held 
with Deputy 
Comptroller 
and Auditor 

General 

Awareness pro-
gramme on protection 

of women held
TEZU, March 18:
An awareness programme on 
the Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, 
and the Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace (Preven-
tion, Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act, 2013 was held at the Govt 
Secondary School here in Lohit 
district recently by the ICDS dep-
uty director.
	 During the programme, 
advocate Sasamlu Minin spoke 
about the Acts in detail, while 
Tezu Women Police Station Sub-
inspector Sukhita Namshoom 
highlighted crimes against wom-
en, which was followed by a 
group discussion.
	 Tezu-based one-stop 
centre (OSC) administrator Bom-
galu Drai and OSC psycho-social 
counsellor Juhila Tayang also 
spoke. 

Election prepared-
ness Meeting held

CHANGLANG, March 14: 
In view of the ensuing General 
Election to the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Election, 2024, 
election preparedness meet-
ing was conducted by the DEO, 
Changlang, Vishal Sah with all 
the Nodal Officers and FSTs/
SSTs of the district. 
	 The DEO explained the 
roles and responsibilities of the 
Nodal Officers, FSTs and SSTs 
and urged them to be more 
proactive, considering the sensi-
tiveness of the election matter.
	 Various subjects on elec-
tion preparedness were dis-
cussed and inputs regarding 
successful conduct of the elec-
tion were discussed comprehen-
sibly. 

Counseling program 
for pregnant and lac-
tating mothers held

GEKU, March 18:
A counselling program for preg-
nant and lactating mothers was 
organised at Geku by Geku ICDS 
project in convergence with CHC 
Geku under Poshan Pakhwada’ 
2024. 
	 Geku ICDS CDPO Nit-
nam Padun along with Medical 
Officers briefed the beneficiaries 
on nutritional diet, breastfeeding 
techniques, contraception & fam-
ily planning along with distribution 
of fruit baskets. 
	 Poshan Pakwada is be-
ing celebrated across the country 
with effect from 9th March to 23rd 
March’2024.

Flying squad anti-
tobacco team raids 

shops
YINGKIONG, March 19:     
The anti-tobacco flying squad 
carried out a raid at Yingkiong 
Township on Tuesday, March 
19 led by the Town Magistrate 
Maloti Tamin, SI Kipa Robin and 
his team along with staffs of Dis-
trict Tobacco Control Unit, Upper 
Siang District Yingkiong.
	 The surprise checking was 
done in shops situated within 100 
yards of educational institutions 
to ensure that the shopkeepers 
are strictly complying with sec-
tion 6(b) of the COTPA act.
	 Approximately 3.5 kg of 
different types of tobacco prod-
ucts such as cigarettes, bidis, 
chewing tobacco and ghutkas 
were seized and the violators 
were fined under section 6(b)  
and the seized tobacco products 
was later destroyed under the 
supervision of the town magis-
trate.

ZIRO, March 17: 
A huge cache of cash amount of Rs 
59.02 lakh was seized by Ziro police 
team during a random naka checking 
at Pine Grove area here on Saturday, 
March 16 evening.

The cash amount was seized 
from one Boa Terry, a resident of Boa 
Simla from Kamle District. Report-
edly, the vehicle carrying the seized 
amount was heading from Ziro to 
Kamle District.

During the random naka check-
ing at Pine Grove, the last gateway 
to the neigbouring Districts of Kamle 
and Upper Subansiri, the police naka 
team on suspicion stopped the Scor-
pio vehicle travelling to Kamle and 
searched the vehicle from where the 
cash was seized stashed in a grey-
colored journey bag.

All legal formalities were fol-
lowed during the seizure process in 
front of the Executive Magistrate. 

In another incidence of seizure 
at the district, the Ziro police also ar-
rested two drug peddlers Kime Talo, a 
3rd IRBN personnel presently posted 
at High Court sentry duty Yupia and 

Cache of cash 
and contrabands 

seized at Ziro
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Wordly Wise

Departure 
Times
05.00pm
02.00pm
02.30pm
12.00 noon
01.00pm
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
01.00 pm
02.30 pm
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
05.30 am
01.00 pm
07.00 am
07.00 am  
& 01.00 pm

Service line
Hospitals

General Hospitals, Naharlagun
Casuality wing 	 : 0360-2246677		  CMO 	     : 0360-2244293
Med.Supdtt.	 : 0360-2244156		  Ambulance     : 0360-2244479
R.K.Mission Hospital, Itanagar		  : 0360-2212263
Heema Hospital, Itanagar		  : 0360-2291094
Niba Hospital, Pappu-Nallah		  : 0360-2244574
Hospital in Guwahati
GNRC Hospital 			   : 0361-2227701/2227702/2227703
Down Town Hospital 			   : 0361-2336906/2336911
GMC Hospital 			   : 0361-2528417/2529457
International Hospital			   : 0361-2347700/2347701
B.Barooah Cancer Institute		  : 0361-2472364

POLICE STATION

FIRE  STATION

Itanagar 		  : 0360-2212233     Naharlagun		   : 0360-2244329
Nirjuli 		  : 0360-2257220     Doimukh		   : 0360-2277220
Banderdewa 	 : 0360-2266236

Itanagar : 0360-2212640            		  Naharlagun : 0360-2244399
APST BUS SERVICE

Type of 
Service
Night Service       
Night Service        
Night Service        
Night Service         
Night Service       
Night Service      
Night Service   
Night Service          
Night Service                  
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service      
Day Service    
Day Service       
Day Service     
Day Service      
Day Service      
Day service
Mail Service       
Day Service    

Sl.
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Name 
of Route         
Itanagar-Shillong  
Itanagar-Nyapin      
Itanagar-Aalo         
Itanagar-Daporijo   
Itanagar-Yingkiong 
Itanagar-Seppa     
Itanagar-Khonsa    
Itanagar-Tezu        
Itanagar-Koloriang  
Itanagar-Guwahati 
Itanagar-Aalo      
Itanagar-Pasighat 
Itanagar-Tirbin    
Itanagar-Bomdila
Itanagar-Palin   
Itanagar-Sagalee
Itanagar-Ampoli  
Itanagar-Mengio 
Itanagar-Kimin  
Itanagar-Gerukhamukh           
Itanagar-Balijan  
Itanagar-Tarasso 
Itanagar-Sonajuli 
Itanagar-Lilabari 
Itanagar- Jote    

Service Days

Daily Service     
Mon /Thu/Sat      
Daily Service       
Daily Service           
Alternate Day         
Daily Service            
Sun/Mon/Wed/Thu        
Tuesday only              
Daily Service                
Daily Service                
Daily Service               
Daily Service               
Mon/Thu/Sat                  
Daily Service except Fri   
Sun/Wed/Fri                     
Mon/Wed/Fri                   
Sun/Tue/Thu                    
Sun/Tue/Thu                     
Daily Service except Sat  
Daily Service except Fri  
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sat 
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sun  
Daily Service except Sun  

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

( Dauphin Pawan Hans) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY

TUESDA Y

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDA Y

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

STATION
Naharlagun
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin	
Pasighat	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini	
Roing 
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat

Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Namsai	 “
Tezu	
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai	
Mohanbari
	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE

DEP.TIME
09:00	
10:30	
10:55	
11:50	
12:45	
13:15	

09:00	
10:15	
10:50	
11:15	
11:40	
12:05	
13:10	
	
09:00	
10:10	
10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:20
12:40
13:00
13:50	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:45	
11:25	
12:05	
13:00	
	
09:00	
10:30	
11:10	
11:35	
12:15	
12:55	
13:20	
14:20

STATION
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat
Roing
Anini
Roing
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Maio
Vijaynagar
Miao
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Namsai
Tezu
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

ARR.TIME
10:05
10:50
11:45
12:40
13:05
14:20

09:45
10:45
11:10
11:35
12:00
12:45
13:55

09:45
10:40
11:05
11:35
12:15
12:35
12:55
13:20
14:55

09:45
10:40
11:20
12:00
12:45
13:45

09:45
11:05
11:30
12:10
12:50
13:15
13:55
15:05

FLY.TIME
1:05
0:20
0:50
0:50
0:20

1:05 .
4:30
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:40
0:45
3:40
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
0:15
0:15
0:20

01:05
4:30
0:45
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:45
4:00
0:45
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:45
4:30

“Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on 
the present moment.”-Buddha

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

(MI-172 Pawan Hans/Skyone) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

TUESDA Y
(Sky one MI-172)

WEDNESDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

THURSDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

FRIDA Y
(Sky one MI-172)

SATURDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

SUNDAY
STATION

Naharlagun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati	
	

Naharlagun
Guwahati	
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
	

Naharlagun
Guwahati

Naharlagun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati	

	
Naharl
agun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati

Naharlagun
Guwahati		
	

OFF/MAINTANANCE
DEP.TIME
08:00	

10:05	
12:00	
13:55	

08:00	
10:15	
12:00	
13:55	

	
10:00	
13:30	

	
08:00	
10:05	
12:00	
13:55	

	
08:00
10:05
12:00
13:55	

	
10:00	
13:30

STATION

Guwahati

Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharlagun
	
	
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati 
Naharalgun 

Guwahati
Naharalgun

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharalgun	
	

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharlagun

Guwahati
Naharalgun
ARR.TIME

09:20
11:15

13:10
15:15

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

11:20
14:50

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

11:20
14:50

FLY.TIME

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20

5:00

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:20
2:40

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:20
2:40

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

(MI-172 Pawan Hans/Skyone) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY
(Skyone MI-172)

TUESDA Y
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

WEDNESDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

THURSDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

FRIDA Y
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
STATION

Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Yingkiong
Tuting	
Singa 
Tuting
Yingkiong
Pasighat
Mohanbari

Naharlagun
Ziro	
Tali	
Damin	
Ziro	
	
Naharlagun
Ziro	
Daporijo	 “
Taksing	
Daporijo
Ziro	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE
DEP.TIME
09:00	
10:00	

10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:05	
12:25	
13:00	
13:40

09:00	
10:20	
11:10	
11:50	
12:30	
13:30	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:50	
11:30	
11:55	
12:20
12:45
13:10
14:00 
14:40	
	
09:00	
09:50	
10:25	
10:50	
11:25	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:40	
11:40	
12:20
13:30
STATION
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing

Anini
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Mohanbari	
Naharalgun

Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Yingkiong
Tuting	
Singa 
Tuting
Yingkiong
Pasighat
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Ziro	
Tali	
Damin	
Ziro
Naharlagun 

Ziro
Daporijo
Taksing
Daporijo
Ziro
Naharlagun

ARV. TIME
09:55
10:30
11:05

11:40
12:00
12:20
12:40
13:30
14:35

09:55
11:00
11:45
12:25
13:10
14:25

09:55
10:35
11:25
11:50
12:15
12:40
13:05
13:45
14:35
15:35

09:30
10:20
10:45
11:20
11:55

09:30
10:30
11:15
12:15
12:50
14:00

FLY.TIME
0:55
0:30
0:20
0:30

0:15
0:15
0:15
0:30
0:55 .
4:25
0:55
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:55
4:20
0:55
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:55
5:30
0:30
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
2:20
0:30
0:30
0:35
0:35
0:30
0:30
3:10

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

(Contd from P-1)

ROs, SPs of Papumpare holds a joint meeting...

Governor graces AUS...

Capital DC conducts meeting regarding...

Cache of cash and contrabands...

proper seizure process and storage of seizure materials including cash and kind.
Integrated check points are multi-sectoral comprising of official from the Police, Administration, Tax and Excise, Mining, Forest dept etc which 

will facilitate quicker response to seizures.
Addressing the officials District Election Officer, Papum Pare Bomjen Jiken called for concerted and coordinated efforts from all the officials 

for free, fair and peaceful elections. 
Congratulating the FSTs and SSTs for their tireless efforts in implementing MCC and the Defacement Act DEO Bomjen exhorted them to keep 

up the momentum and also assured to logistically support them in all aspects.
He further informed about the “The Grievances cell “that can take a call on the legality of the seized cash and kind whenever grievances are 

placed by the public.
SP Papum Pare Taru Gusar while admitting” the shortage of police Force” however felt that coordinated efforts of smaller groups can yield good 

results.
Calling for maintaining neutrality SP Gusar asked all the officials on duty to be impartial and exercise absolute neutrality while on duty.
SP, Naharlagun Mihin Gambo, requested all the concerned departments to immediately depute their manpower to the Integrated check posts to 

make them operational.
Clarifying the doubts of the FSTs and SSTs regarding the seized cash and kind, Shri Gambo further informed that “The seized cash has to be 

deposited in the SBI lead bank through the DEO. Proper seizure menu of the cash and the kind needs to be prepared and also all the items seized, 
should be marked with stickers for proper identification”.

DC ICR cum RO-13th Itanagar Shewta Nagarkoti and Additional SP, ICR Angad Mehta also stressed on operationalising the integrated check 
post on priority.

SP Mehta warned the officials on duty for “laxity and partiality towards a person or a party”, which he said “shall be viewed seriously”.
RO 15thSagalee Higio Yame also placed her concern regarding manpower shortage in her constituency.
Other issues such as accommodation of the force, refreshment for the officials engaged as FST and SSTs etc were also elaborately dis-

cussed. 

SP Itanagar briefed on the process of seizure of items while adding that videography has to be done during seizure and also briefed on steps to be taken 
after seizure of illegal items. He also stressed on checking of warehouses, Wine shop etc and urged the officers from Tax and Excise to carry out checking 
drives with the Police and to ensure closure of illegally running wine shops. He also said that Vulnerability mapping has to be done as soon as possible. He 
also briefed on the security aspect and arrangement during the election.

Earlier, EAC Itanagar, Khoda Lasa through a PPT briefed the Sector Magistrates, Flying Squad Teams, Static Surveillance Team/ Video Surveillance 
Team, Video Viewing Team on their tasks and responsibilities. He stressed that the role of the flying squad teams and static surveillance teams is one of the 
most important and asked them to keep an eye on any movement that violates the Model Code of Conduct.  He also threw light on the guidelines of ECI re-
garding seizure of cash that exceeds Rs. 50,000 and other items likely to be used for inducement of voters.

The Governor advised the graduates to embrace change with open arms and a receptive mind. The world you are entering is dynamic, complex, and ever-
evolving. Embrace diversity, embrace innovation, and above all, embrace the spirit of lifelong learning. Remember that education is not confined to the four walls 
of a classroom; it is a continuous process - a journey of exploration and discovery, he said.

The Governor called upon each one of graduates to take a pledge to make the full use of their knowledge for the benefit of society and humanity at large. 
He emphasized that the graduates owe a great responsibility to lead with compassion, pride and rootedness in Bharat and its rich and diverse ancient and modern 
culture, knowledge system and traditions. He said that as leaders in their chosen field of occupation, their efforts need to be focused on deep rooted pride in be-
ing Indian, in thoughts, spirit and deeds and you need to develop knowledge skills, values and disposition that support responsible commitment to human rights, 
national wellbeing and collective collaboration.

In his presidential speech, the Governor said that the convocation marks a significant milestone in the journey of the AUS and higher education of Arunachal 
Pradesh. He commended the AUS, university faculty and administrative officials for creating a vibrant environment of learning experience and for implementing 
the National Education Policy 2020.

The Governor said that Arunachal University of Studies (AUS), Namsai is imparting quality higher education and also serving as a catalyst for socio-eco-
nomic progress in the North East Region. He appreciated the University for conducting various skill projects, in which 2500 youths were skilled.

Tana Sanjib for possession of 19.22 gms of suspected heroin from their possessions.
	 Based on reliable information that one Kime Talo is peddling drugs at Hija village area, a joint police team was formed with SI K. Yigam, cadets R. 

Bangyang, R. Chada and N.K Suiyang under the supervision of SP Ziro. The team intercepted the alleged accused Kime Talo near Nada lapang and recovered 
6 nos. of plastic vials containing suspected heroin weighing 7.92 gmsfrom his possession.

	 Interrogationrevealed that the accused had recently purchased the banned items from one Tana Sanjib, a resident of Ganga village, Itanagar. Sub-
sequently, on Friday last the police team arrested the accused Tana Sanjib from his Ganga village resident with assistance from Chimpu police station and 
guidance by capital SP. On searching, one plastic pouch and 7 nos. of plastic vials containing suspected heroin weighing 11.3 gms was also seized from his 
possession.

	 Accordingly, a case has been registered under appropriate sections of NDPS Act. and endorsed to SI K. Yigam for investigation. Further, an intimation 
regarding arrest of the IRBN personnel has been sent to CO 3rd IRBN and SP Yupia for necessary departmental action. 

Meanwhile, congratulating the district police team for the seizures, Lower Subansiri District Election Officer Vivek H.P, IAS advised them to constantly 
remain vigilat all strategic places in view of the upcoming elections. SP Keni Bagra also informed the district police are always on their toes to prevent move-
ment of any illegal goods within and outside the district. 

World Water Day is an annual event celebrated on March 22nd to raise 
awareness about the importance of freshwater and advocate for the sus-

tainable management of water resources. This day provides an opportunity to 
highlight the critical role that water plays in our daily lives and to take action to 
address the water crisis facing the world.

The Importance of Water
Water is a vital resource for human survival and for the health of the 

planet. It is essential for:
Drinking and sanitation
Agriculture and food production
Energy production
Industrial processes
Environmental sustainability
Despite the importance of water, many parts of the world are experienc-

ing water scarcity and poor water quality. This is due to factors such as climate 
change, population growth, pollution, and poor water management practices.

The Water Crisis
The water crisis is a global challenge that affects people, communi-

ties, and ecosystems around the world. Some key facts about the water crisis 
include:

2.2 billion people lack access to safe drinking water
4.2 billion people lack access to safely managed sanitation services
80% of wastewater is discharged into the environment without ade-

quate treatment
Water scarcity affects 40% of the global population and is projected to 

increase
Addressing the Water Crisis
Addressing the water crisis requires a comprehensive and collabora-

tive approach that involves individuals, communities, governments, and busi-
nesses. Some key strategies for addressing the water crisis include:

Improving water governance and management practices
Promoting water conservation and efficiency
Investing in water infrastructure and technology
Encouraging sustainable agriculture and food production
Educating and raising awareness about the importance of water
Conclusion
World Water Day is an important reminder of the critical role that water 

plays in our lives and the need to take action to address the water crisis. By 
working together, we can ensure that everyone has access to safe and clean 
water and that our planet’s water resources are managed sustainably for future 
generations.

World Water Day
PASIGHAT, March 18: 
The police here in East Siang dis-
trict have arrested two persons ac-
cused of murder (Guwahati murder 
case, vide Khetri PS C/No 36/2024 
u/s 302/34 IPC).

The Pasighat police received 
information from Assam’s Khetri PS 
OC Inspector Manjit Tarang that 
the prime accused in the murder 
case, identified as Sanjay Urang, 
of Urang village in Kamrup Metro 
district, was absconding, and that 
he might be in Pasighat.

Pasighat PS OC Inspector 
Ige Lollen, along with SI K Tangha, 
Head Constable Tai Kampong, and 
Constables P Chaejong and O 
Modi, under the supervision of the 
East Siang SP, apprehended San-

Murder case of Guwahati PS Khetri 
solved by Pasighat police 

jay and his co-accused, 27-year-
old Babul Ghosh.

The arrestees were sub-

jected to medical examination at 
BPGH Pasighat and have been 
detained at the police station here 

(u/s 302/34 IPC) and will be hand-
ed over to the Guwahati team after 
observing all legal formalities. 
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PASIGHAT, March 14:  
Pasighat East MLA Kaling Moyong on 
Thursday, March 14 evening inaugu-
rated Smart Road No. 19 from Mirmir 
Dapi Tinali via CCF office to PLT road 
along with customized ornamental 
street lighting system in presence of 
DC cum PSCDCL (Smart City) Chair-
man Tayi Taggu, SP Dr. SK Singhal, 
CEO Smart City Dr. Manjuli Komut, 

PMC Chief Councilor Okiam Moyong 
Borang, Town Planner Tani Taloh and 
others. 

Speaking on the occasion the 
MLA expressed hope that Pasigha-
tians would be happy to have the 
smart road along with modern light-
ing system in the centurion city for 
the first time. Lights on the walking 
tracks would ensure safety for walk-

ers especially for women at night, in-
troduced by the Pasighat Smart City 
Dev. Co. Ltd. (PSCDCL), asserted 
Moyong. 

The ultra modern energy-ef-
ficient lighting system would provide 
better illumination and beautify the 
walking tracks, added the MLA. He 
appealed the denizens to take care 
of the assets once created. 

Moyong inaugurates Smart 
Road along with Modern 

Street lighting system

KHONSA, March 18: 
The flying squad of the Borduria-
Bogapani police station (PS) in Tirap 

district, led by the Borduria CO and the 
Borduria PS OC, seized Rs 2,83,000 
on 18 March, during regular checking. 

The seized amount was handed over 
to the Borduria-Bogapani returning of-
ficer.

Rs.2,83,000/- seized by flying squad

TEZU, March 18: 
Lohit District Election Officer 
(DEO) Shashvat Saurabh held a 
meeting with political parties, pri-
vate news channels and printing 
press within the district regarding 
pre-certification of political adver-
tisements, and media certifica-
tion and monitoring committees 
(MCMC).

He spoke on the provisions 

under Section 127 A of the RP Act, 
1951, which imposes restrictions 
on the printing of pamphlets, post-
ers, etc, and directed those en-
gaged in printing of election pam-
phlets, posters, banners, or any 
kind of printing material to indicate 
clearly the names and address of 
the printer and the publisher.

He also presented a brief 
on the need for pre-certification of 

political advertisements through 
the MCMC before publication, and 
urged the political parties to “in-
dicate your social media account 
clearly, as social media comes 
under the category of electronic 
media.”

The complaint and moni-
toring cell of the Lohit DEO is 
1950 and the control room can be 
reached at 7085076979.

Meeting held on election printing materials

NAHARLAGUN, March 15: 
The Arunachal Pradesh branch 
of the National Health Mission 
(NHM), in collaboration with the 
USAID-supported MOMENTUM 
Routine Immunisation Transforma-
tion & Equity Project (MRITEP), 
held a state-level orientation meet-
ing recently to onboard ’cause am-
bassadors’ for promoting routine 
immunisation (RI).

The meeting was aimed at 
engaging the cause ambassadors 
in advocating and strengthening 
routine RI efforts, emphasising 
the importance of vaccinating all 
eligible children to bolster commu-
nity immunity. Besides health offi-
cials and community stakeholders, 
NHM Mission Director Marge Sora 
and Medical Officer (Immunisation) 
Dr Tage Taka attended it.

Mrs India-2017 Dr Duyu 
Meena Mudang, along with re-
nowned folk artist and singer Dr 
Delong Padung, and national awar-
dee in folk music Ustad Bismillah 
Khan were introduced to the state 
officials during the meeting, which 
was chaired by Sora.

The ambassadors were 
briefed on the state’s communica-
tion activities, immunisation efforts, 
and their role as cause ambassa-
dors. Leaflets and posters devel-
oped for the campaign were also 
shared with the state officials and 

the cause ambassadors.
“These influential public 

figures will play a pivotal role in 
boosting awareness about RI, and 
in strengthening community en-
gagement across the state,” the 
NHM’s state IEC bureau stated in 
a release.

In addition to the orientation 
meeting, the model immunisation 
centre at TRIHMS was inaugu-
rated in the presence of the cause 
ambassadors, the TRIHMS CMS, 
and the paediatrics HoD.

“The initiative will apply 
learnings from the Covid-19 vac-
cination rollout investment, and 
the project is directing efforts to-
wards enhancing the service de-
livery experience at immunisation 
centres,” the release said, adding 
that “this initiative aims to spotlight 
best practices in service delivery 
by strengthening the immunisa-
tion service experience in selected 
sites.”

“The initiative includes sev-
eral quality improvement steps, 
such as capacity building for staff, 
strengthening the immunisation 
centre to be more user-friendly, 
and other person-centered ap-
proaches, such as counselling and 
effective communication, and out-
reach in communities,” it added.

State Immunisation Officer 
Dr D Padung expressed her com-

mitment to the initiative, emphasis-
ing the importance of reaching out 
to unvaccinated populations and 
ensuring that every child receives 
essential vaccinations through the 
cause ambassadors and media 
platforms.

Sora in his address high-
lighted the critical role of the cause 
ambassadors in promoting immu-
nisation, citing their influence in 
dispelling myths and increasing 
vaccine acceptance rates.

MRITEP Director Dr Gopal 
Krishna Soni said that “the project 
has successfully facilitated the 
Covid-19 vaccination among the 
vulnerable and marginalised for the 
state governments of 18 states.”

In Arunachal, the project 
team members supported the state 
teams in reaching the most hard-
to-reach areas with Covid-19 vac-
cination. “In this phase, the learn-
ings and strategies from the Covid-
19 vaccination drive will be lever-
aged in the uptake of RI among 
children,” Dr Soni said.

“By joining forces and foster-
ing a strong partnership between 
healthcare providers, the cause 
ambassadors, the media, and the 
community, we are confident in 
our ability to overcome vaccine 
hesitancy and pave the way for a 
healthier and disease-free society,” 
he added.

State NHM onboards ’cause ambassadors’ 
for routine Immunization Advocacy
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Cong treats Muslims like slaves, says 
Assam MP after quitting party

11,546 children identified for adoption 
in 27 states, UTs: Centre tells SC

NEW DELHI, MAR 16:
Expressing disappointment 
over not being nominated 
for the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha elections, Khaleque 
claimed that several par-
ties, including Asom Gana 
Parishad , TMC and A, 
were in touch with him, but 
refrained from confirming 
whether he will be joining 
any other party at the mo-
ment.

Khaleque claimed 
that his resignation was not 
due to being denied a party 
ticket but also because of 
broader grievances within 
the party, including a lack of 
representation for Muslims.

Khaleque, a two-
time MLA and one-time MP, 
had sent his resignation 
from primary membership 
of Congress to its national 
president on Friday, days 
after the party dropped him 
from its list of candidates for 
the forthcoming elections.

In the resignation 
letter, he claimed that the 
party has taken a “strange 
route” in the state, and 
“the attitude and approach 
taken by the party’s state 
president and AICC gener-
al secretary in-charge has 
ruined the prospects of the 
party in Assam”.

Assam Pradesh 
Congress Committee presi-
dent Bhupen Kumar Borah 
had rushed to the MP’s 
Guwahati residence soon 
after he resigned, and both 
leaders later indicated that 

there could be reversal of 
Khaleque’s decision to quit.

Confirming his 
resignation on Saturday, 
Khaleque said, “As I was 
in the party earlier, I was 
bound by discipline. But 
now I can speak freely as I 
have quit.”

He claimed that he 
had informed of his griev-
ances towards Borah and 
AICC general secretary in-
charge of Assam Jitendra 
Singh to the party central 
leadership, and even wrote 
to Singh with his issues 
concerning the party in 
February but failed to get 
any proper response.

“Somehow, Jitendra 
Singh has some personal 
vendetta against me, I don’t 
know the reason for it. Fi-
nally, I had to quit the party,” 
Khaleque added.

Claiming that his 
resignation was not due to 
being denied party ticket, 
Khaleque maintained that 
more Muslim candidates 
should have been nominat-
ed by the party in the state.

The Congress has 
three MPs in the outgoing 
Lok Sabha, out of a total 
of 14 seats from the state. 
The two other incumbents, 
Gaurav Gogoi and Pradyut 
Bordoloi, have again been 
given party tickets.

The minority com-
munity leader alleged that a 
section of arrogant leaders 
of the Congress view the 
Muslims as their slaves.

“No doubt that the 
Muslims love Congress as 
the party believes in equal-
ity. But some arrogant lead-
ers think of Muslims as ser-
vants,” he said.

Mentioning of the 
party’s plenary session in 
Raipur last year, Khaleque 
claimed that though photo-
graphs of former top lead-
ers were hung at the venue, 
there was no picture of Abul 
Kalam Azad.

“Maulana Abul Ka-
lam Azad had been the 
party’s president in the 
1940s, a very crucial time. 
His overall contribution to 
the nation is also immense. 
When his photo was left 
out, it hurt many like me,” 
he said.

In an apparent 
warming up towards the 
TMC, Khaleque praised 
the party and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee for fighting the BJP.

He also claimed 
that Congress leader in 
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury was behind 
the fissures of the INDI Al-
liance vis-a-vis TMC as the 
Bengal Congress president 
was ‘continuously raising 
voice’ against Banerjee at 
different forums.

Khaleque also main-
tained that there are moles 
within the Assam Congress 
and added, “Anything that 
is discussed within the par-
ty gets to the chief minister 
within half an hour.”

NEW DELHI, MAR 16:
The Centre has informed 
the Supreme Court that 
an additional pool of over 
11,000 children have been 
identified for adoption 
based on information pro-
vided of orphaned, aban-
doned and surrendered 
(OAS) children in childcare 
institutions (CCI) in 27 
states and Union territories 
(UTs).

In a status report 
filed before the top court in 
a public interest litigation 
(PIL), where the court is 
considering a mechanism 
to expedite the adoption 
process, the Central Adop-
tion Resource Authority 
(CARA) stated that 11,546 
children falling in OAS cat-
egory have been identi-
fied in 27 states and UTs. 
The CCI and district child 
protection unit (DCPU) 
functionaries will now be 
producing these children 
before the child welfare 
committee (CWC) tasked 
under the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection) Act 
to ascertain whether they 
are legally free for adop-
tion (LFA). Already, there 
are over 1,000 cases of 
children pending in CWC 
awaiting LFA status.

A bench headed by 
chief justice of India (CJI) 
Dhananjaya Y Chandra-
chud on going through the 
report decided to give one 
more opportunity to the re-
maining states and UTs to 
provide the necessary in-
formation as regards OAS 
category children till April 7 
and directed the Centre to 
file an updated status re-
port after one month.

“It is a serious 

problem that prospective 
adoptive parents (PAP) 
are waiting for 4-5 years. 
After five years, things 
change and they may not 
be willing to adopt,” said 
the bench, also comprising 
justices JB Pardiwala and 
Manoj Misra. The court fur-
ther noted that specialised 
adoption agencies to be set 
up across each of the 760 
districts in the country was 
one reason for adoption to 
be lagging behind.

Additional solicitor 
general (ASG) Aishwarya 
Bhati appearing for Centre 
said, “There are 370 dis-
tricts without SSAs. That 
is very critical as children 
in need of adoption have 
to be identified at the dis-
trict level.” The court was 
considering a PIL filed by 
NGO Temple of Healing 
along with another indi-
vidual seeking steps to 
streamline adoptions in 
the country.

The court observed, 
“We are passing these or-
ders but we don’t know if it 
is making any difference on 
the ground.” On November 
20 last year, the top court 
passed a slew of directions 
asking states and UTs to 
conduct an identification 
drive of children in CCIs 
who have not been visited 
by their parents in the last 
six months to one year and 
those whose parents or 
guardian are unfit to take 
care of them due to any 
mental or terminal illness. 
In addition, the court asked 
states to take steps for fill-
ing up vacancies in institu-
tions linked with adoption 
of children.

The court held, “We 

furnish one more oppor-
tunity to states to comply 
with our November 20 or-
der failing which this court 
will be forced to take coer-
cive action.” The registry of 
the top court was directed 
to send a copy of this or-
der to all states and UTs 
to submit relevant data to 
Centre by April 7.

Bhati informed the 
court that the court’s order 
has led to more identifica-
tion of children for adop-
tion.

In the status report, 
CARA informed the court 
that 9,127 children in the 
age group of 7-18 years 
have been identified by 32 
states and UTs whose par-
ents are either unfit to take 
care or have not turned up 
for visitation for over six 
months. In states of Telan-
gana, Odisha, West Ben-
gal, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra and Rajas-
than, the figure is signifi-
cantly high crossing over 
100.

In four states/UTs of 
Kerala, Karnataka, Telan-
gana and Daman and Diu, 
all districts were reported 
to have SAAs.

In its November 20 
order, the court had said 
that adoptions in the coun-
try present a “stark tale” as 
it found that between 2013 
and 2023, the figure of total 
adoptions in-country and 
inter-country has come 
down from 4,362 in 2014-
15 to 3,158 in 2022-23. 
The Centre has claimed 
that states are not register-
ing information on children 
and PAPs on CARA’s por-
tal CARINGS.

Lok Sabha polls: Confident that BJP will 
get full affection for 3rd time, says PM

Enjoyed working with Arun Goel, says CEC Rajiv 
Kumar; explains how ECI functions

Suspense continues over first cabinet expansion of 
Nayab Saini-led Haryana govt

Somali pirates open fire on Indian warship, navy 
responds in self-defence

NEW DELHI, MAR 16:
 The biggest festival of de-
mocracy is here, said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday minutes after the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) announced the 
2024 Lok Sabha election 
dates.

“We, the BJP-NDA 
[Bharatiya Janata Party- 
Nation Democratic Alli-
ance], are fully prepared 
for elections. We are going 
to the people on the basis 
of our track record of good 
governance and service 
delivery across sectors,” 
Modi said.

The ECI on Satur-
day announced the elec-
tion dates which will be held 
across seven phases from 
April 19 to June 1 while bal-
loting for Andhra Pradesh, 
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
and Odisha assemblies will 
take place on April 19 and 

May 13.
Expressing con-

fidence that the BJP-led 
government will once again 
form the government, Modi 
said, “I have full confidence 
that we will get full affection 
and blessings of 140 crore 
[1.4 billion] family members 
and more than 96 crore [9 
billion] voters for the third 
consecutive time.”

“I can clearly see 
that the coming five years 

will be the period of our 
collective resolve in which 
we will prepare the road-
map for India’s develop-
ment journey of the next 
one thousand years. This 
time will witness India’s 
all-round development, 
inclusive prosperity and 
global leadership,” the PM 
said.

“Under the leader-
ship of respected Prime 
Minister Shri @narendra-

modi ji, BJP will form the 
government with an over-
whelming majority and will 
work with determination to 
fulfill the aspirations of the 
people for the next 5 years,” 
he added.

Modi said that his 
government would contin-
ue its fight against poverty 
and corruption. “We are 
going to work towards mak-
ing India the third-largest 
global economy. We will 
further cement our effort for 
fulfilling the dreams of the 
youth,” he added.

Hitting out at the 
Congress, Modi said, “Our 
opposition is rudderless and 
issueless. All they can do is 
abuse us and practice vote 
bank politics. Their dynas-
tic approach and attempts 
to divide society are not be-
ing accepted. Equally hurt-
ing them is their corruption 
track record. People don’t 

want such leadership.”
He said that the pre-

vious governments have 
betrayed and disillusioned 
the people of this coun-
try alleging that they were 
only engaged in scams and 
policy paralysis. “The world 
had given up on India. From 
there, it’s been a glorious 
turnaround,” Modi said.

BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda urged peo-
ple to vote in record num-
bers and further strengthen 
the foundation of the world’s 
largest democracy.

“I welcome the an-
nouncement of Lok Sabha 
elections 2024 by the Elec-
tion Commission. Elections 
are the biggest festival of 
democracy. It is a medium 
to keep the country and the 
state moving on the path 
of development and good 
governance,” Nadda said 
in a post on X.

NEW DELHI, MAR 16:
While announcing the 
dates for the 2024 gen-
eral elections on Saturday, 
chief election commission-
er (CEC) Rajiv Kumar also 
addressed the elephant in 
the room – former election 
commissioner Arun Goel’s 
abrupt resignation a week 
ago.

Kumar said that he 
enjoyed working with Goel, 
that everybody should re-
spect the latter’s personal 
reasons for the resigna-
tion, and made it a point 
to stress that dissent was 
encouraged in the commis-
sion.

“Mr Arun was a very, 
very distinguished member 
of our team and I thorough-
ly enjoyed working with him 
all the time. But in every 
institution, somebody will 
have to be given the per-
sonal space and I am sure 
that the personal space 

should not be touched and 
one should not be insensi-
tive to ask personal ques-
tions. If he had personal 
reasons, it is fine, you must 
respect it,” Kumar said in 
response to a question.

Goel’s resignation 
on March 8, which was 
notified in the gazette on 
March 9 evening, sparked 
intrigue. While a detailed 
explanation has not been 
given for why he resigned 
with three years left in his 

tenure, HT earlier reported 
that Kumar and Goel dis-
agreed on multiple issues, 
including the poll body’s or-
der on allotting Shiv Sena’s 
party name and symbol to 
the Eknath Shinde faction 
in 2023.

Kumar said on Sat-
urday the commission has 
a rich and healthy tradition 
in which dissent is treated 
as an important facet of the 
poll body’s functioning.

“We have a very 

sound tradition [made by] 
my predecessors ... in the 
commission that dissent 
within the commission is 
encouraged. Within four 
walls of EC, the commis-
sion room which we call – it 
is a round room – because 
it is such a complicated ex-
ercise in the world, three 
minds are always better 
than one. We discuss, we 
sleep over issue, we take 
time, we assimilate,” he 
said.

Kumar added that 
those who disagree with 
you should be kept close 
to improve the decision-
making process.

“This is a tradition in 
the commission. This has 
always been happening, 
and should continue hap-
pening.”

After Goel’s resig-
nation, on March 11, for-
mer CEC SY Quraishi said 
that disagreements are 

common among election 
commissioners, but they 
take care not to make them 
public.

“We decided that 
even if there is internal 
disagreement, it must be 
sorted within the four walls 
of the commission’s meet-
ing room. Any difference 
of opinion among the com-
missioners was not made 
public because of the con-
troversy it could generate. 
We used to meet for half-
an-hour alone before the 
officers were called in,” he 
said on Monday.

Two new ECs were 
appointed earlier this week 
-- Gyanesh Kumar and 
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu -- 
to replace Arun Goel and 
Anup Chandra Pandey, 
who retired in February. 
The new ECs were sitting 
on either side of Kumar 
during the Lok Sabha polls 
announcement.

NEW DELHI, MAR 16:
The development came 
amid speculations that 
the first cabinet expansion 
would take place on Satur-
day. Saini and five ministers 
were inducted into the cabi-
net on Tuesday.

However, there was 
no word from the govern-
ment about the cabinet ex-
pansion.

Haryana can have 
maximum 14 ministers, in-
cluding the chief minister.

At present, the Hary-
ana Cabinet has five minis-
ters four from the BJP and 
one Independent apart from 
the chief minister.

Asked what kind of 
message he had received 
for reaching the Raj Bhavan 
and whether the cabinet ex-
pansion was going to take 

place, Gurugram MLA Su-
dhir Singla said, “It was to 
take place and the time was 
at 11 am but it has been de-
ferred.”

Replying to a ques-
tion, Singla told reporters 
outside the Haryana gov-
ernor’s residence that he 
had received a message to 
reach there at 11 am.

Asked whether the 
cabinet expansion was de-
layed because Anil Vij was 
upset, Singla said that it got 
delayed initially because of 
this reason. “But attempts 
will be made to persuade 
him,” he added.

Later, Vij, who was 
in Ambala, asserted that he 
was not “upset”.

Asked if attempts 
are being made to persuade 
him, Vij said he was not 

aware of this. “I am stand-
ing before you. Neither any-
body told me nor contacted 
me,” he said.

Asked if anybody 
came to persuade him, Vij 
said he was not “upset”.

Whether anybody 
persuaded him after the 
swearing-in ceremony on 
Tuesday, Vij said that after 
the ceremony, nobody has 
spoken to him yet.

“I even attended the 
session and all were pres-
ent. Nobody spoke to me. 
Whatever they are doing, 
they are doing good. They 
will run the government ef-
ficiently. Nayab Saini is my 
younger brother and I hope 
he will do very good work,” 
said Vij.

Vij, who held the 
home portfolio in the previ-

ous Manohar Lal Khattar-
led cabinet and was often at 
loggerheads with him, had 
not attended the swearing-
in ceremony of Nayab Singh 
Saini and five ministers on 
Tuesday.

He was earlier said 
to be “upset” over being “ig-
nored” by the party.

Six-time MLA Vij had 
also walked out of the legis-
lature party meeting where 
Saini was unanimously 
named the chief minister-
designate.

Khattar had told re-
porters on Tuesday that Vij’s 
name was on the list of new 
ministers to be sworn in at 
the Raj Bhavan, but the six-
time MLA decided to skip 
the swearing-in ceremony.

During his Delhi visit 
on Thursday, Chief Minister 

Saini, when asked about Vij 
being “upset”, had said, “Vij 
sahab is our senior leader, 
and we have his blessings.”

In a surprise move 
on Tuesday, the BJP re-
placed Manohar Lal Khattar 
with OBC leader Saini as 
Haryana’s chief minister in 
a swift switch in the state, 
just weeks ahead of the Lok 
Sabha polls.

Saini, who is the 
party’s state unit president, 
was sworn in as chief min-
ister on Tuesday along with 
five ministers hours after the 
resignation of Khattar.

Saini represents Ku-
rukshetra in the Lok Sabha. 
The Saini government in 
Haryana on Wednesday 
won the trust vote in the 
special session of the state 
assembly.

NEW DELHI, MAR 16:
An Indian warship on patrol 
in the western Arabian Sea 
was on Friday fired upon 
by Somali pirates on board 
a merchant vessel (MV) 
hijacked by them three 
months ago, an attack that 
saw the Indian Navy re-
spond in self-defence, the 
navy said in a statement on 
Saturday.

MV Ruen was hi-
jacked by the pirates on 
December 14 and was be-
ing used by them as a pi-
rate ship to target vessels 
on the high seas. That inci-
dent took place 700 nautical 
miles from the Indian coast.

The vessel was in-
tercepted by the Indian war-
ship on March 15.

“The vessel opened 
fire on the warship, which is 
taking actions under inter-
national law, in self-defence 
and to counter piracy; with 
minimal force necessary to 
neutralise the pirates’ threat 
to shipping and seafarers,” 
the statement said.

The pirates were 
asked to surrender and re-
lease the vessel and any 
civilians they may be hold-
ing hostage, it said. Further 
details were awaited when 
this report was filed.

“The Indian Navy 
remains committed to mari-
time security and safety of 
seafarers in the region.”

The navy has 
stepped up surveillance in 
the Arabian Sea substan-

tially and deployed task 
groups consisting of several 
warships in the face of rising 
threats in the area including 
the recent attacks on India-

bound merchant vessels and 
the resurgence of piracy. The 
navy has thwarted several pi-
racy attempts in and around 
Arabian Sea in the last few 

months and responded to 
distress calls made by mer-
chant ships hit by missiles 
and drones launched by 
Iran-backed Houthi rebels.
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NIA arrests key accused in Kerala RSS leader murder case
NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
Shafeekh, a key accused 
in the 2022 murder case 
of RSS leader Srinivasan 
in Kerala, according to an 
official statement issued on 
Tuesday.

Shafeekh, who had 
been absconding since 
the targeted killing of Srini-

vasan in Palakkad on April 
16, 2022, was traced by the 
NIA’s absconder tracking 
team in the state’s Kollam 
district, it said.

He was taken into 
custody by the anti-terror 
agency for his involvement 
in the case on Monday, the 
NIA said in the statement.

Shafeekh was a key 
absconding member of the 

banned Popular Front of 
India (PFI), it said.

A total of 71 people 
have been identified as be-
ing part of the conspiracy 
and the NIA has already 
filed two charge-sheets — 
on March 17 and November 
6 last year.

One of the accused, 
identified as Abdul Naser, 
had died on January 2 last 

year, while two absconders 
— Saheer K V and Jaffar 
Bheemantavida — were 
arrested on October 19 last 
year and February 12, re-
spectively, the NIA said.

A resident of Ker-
ala’s Malappuram district, 
Shafeekh was part of the 
PFI machinery and hit 
squads that had carried out 
the killing of Srinivasan.

According to in-
vestigations, he had har-
boured Ashraf K P, who 
under directions from the 
PFI leadership, had con-
spired with members of 
the organisation to execute 
the conspiracy, the NIA 
said, adding that Ashraf had 
also conducted a recce of 
various potential targets for 
elimination.
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PM Modi speaks to Russia’s 
Putin, stresses on dialogue 
in resolving Ukraine conflict

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday had 
a telephonic conversa-
tion with Russia Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, during 
which they discussed bilat-
eral ties and strengthening 
“special and privileged 
strategic partnership” be-
tween the two countries.

PM Modi also con-
gratulated the Russian 
leader on his recent re-
election as the president.

“Spoke with Presi-
dent Putin and congratu-
lated him on his re-elec-
tion as the President of the 
Russian Federation. We 
agreed to work together 
to further deepen and ex-
pand India-Russia Spe-
cial & Privileged Strategic 
Partnership in the years 

ahead,” PM Modi said in 
a post on X.

The two leaders 
also reviewed progress 
in various issues of bi-
lateral cooperation, and 

exchanged views on re-
gional and global issues 
of mutual interest.

While discussing 
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict, PM Modi reiterated 

India’s consistent position 
in favour of dialogue and 
diplomacy as the way 
forward. The two lead-
ers agreed to remain in 
touch.

‘Keeping accused without trial akin to 
detention hampering liberty’: SC pulls up 

ED over money laundering probes
NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday said keeping 
an accused in custody with-
out trial is akin to a detention 
which hampers liberty.

Whi le  hear ing  a 
default bail plea of Prem 
Prakash, an alleged asso-
ciate of former Jharkhand 
chief minister Hemant Soren, 
the apex court expressed 
strong disproval against the 
Enforcement Directorate’s 
(ED) practice of filing sup-
plementary chargesheets in 
money laundering cases to 
defeat the accused’s right of 
getting default bail.

Prakash was ar-
rested in August, 2022 af-
ter raids, during which two 
AK-47 rifles, 60 live rounds 
and two magazines were 
claimed to have been found 
at his home in Ranchi. He 
was booked under sections 
of money laundering and 

those under the Arms Act.
A bench of Justices 

Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar 
Datta took exception to the 
ED filing four supplementary 
chargesheets, the latest on 
March 1, 2024, in a money 
laundering case arising 
from alleged illegal mining 
in Jharkhand.

The bench told Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
SV Raju, appearing for the 
ED, about the investigation 
in the case still continuing 
despite four supplementary 
chargesheets having been 
filed.

“We are putting you 
(ED) on notice. (Under the 
law) You cannot arrest a 
person without the inves-
tigation in the case being 
complete. A person cannot 
be put in custody without the 
commencement of trial. It is 
akin to detention and affects 
the liberty of an individual. 

In some cases, we have to 
settle this issue,” the bench 
told Raju.

J u s t i c e  K h a n n a 
said the pet i t ioner has 
been behind the bars for 18 
months and supplementary 
chargesheets were being 
filed one after the other, 
eventually delaying the 
trial.

“The whole object 
of default bail is that you do 
not arrest until investigation 
is complete. You cannot 
say that a trial will not com-
mence unless the investiga-
tion in the case is complete,” 
he said.

“Trial has to begin 
when you arrest an accused. 
You cannot deny the benefit 
of default bail for delayed 
commencement of trial. De-
fault bail is a right of the 
accused and it cannot be de-
nied by filing supplementary 
chargesheet. You cannot 

keep on filing supplementary 
chargesheets and keep the 
person in jail without trial,” 
Justice Khanna said.

The bench posed 
various questions to Raju, 
who sought a month’s time 
to respond to the queries. 
He also said that the ac-
cused, if released on bail, 
may influence the witnesses 
and tamper with the evi-
dence. The SC posted the 
matter for further hearing 
on April 29.

Advocate Siddharth 
Agarwal, appearing for 
Prakash, said when the 
initial FIR was lodged, his 
client’s name was not there 
and no transaction has been 
found between him and the 
co-accused.

The top court di-
rected the special PMLA 
court, where Prakash is 
being tried, to expedite the 
hearing.

India’s solar waste could reach 600 kilotonnes by 2030: Study
NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
India’s solar waste could 
reach a staggering 600 
kilotonnes by 2030 — 
equivalent to filling up 720 
Olympic-size swimming 
pools — according to a 
new study released on 
Wednesday.

The study by the 
Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy and 
independent think tank 
Council on Energy, En-
vironment and Water 
(CEEW) said around 67 
per cent of this waste will 
come from five states: 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
and Tamil Nadu.

India’s current in-
stalled 66.7 GW capacity 
(as of FY23) has already 
generated about 100 ki-
lotonnes of waste, which 
will increase to 340 ki-
lotonnes by 2030. This 
will include about 10 ki-

lotonnes of silicon, 12-18 
tonnes of silver, and 16 
tonnes of cadmium and 
tellurium — the majority 
of which are critical min-
erals for India, the study 
titled “Enabling a Circular 
Economy in India’s Solar 
Industry: Assessing the 
Solar Waste Quantum” 
said.

Recycling solar 
waste to recover these 
materials will reduce im-
port dependency and 
enhance India’s mineral 
security.

The study found 
that the rest of the 260 
kilotonnes of waste will 
come from new capacity 
that will be deployed in 
this decade (from 2024 
to 2030).

The solar waste will 
increase to about 19,000 
kilotonnes by 2050; 77 
per cent of which will arise 
from new capacit ies, 

CEEW said, adding this 
is an opportunity for India 
to emerge as a leading 
hub of circular economy 
for the solar industry and 
ensure resilient solar sup-
ply chains.

I n d i a  p l a n s  t o 
amass around 292 giga-
watt of solar capacity by 
2030, making solar PV 
waste management cru-
cial for environmental, 
economic, and social rea-
sons.

The study, con-
ducted under Niti Aayog’s 
Action Plan for Circular 
Economy – Solar Pan-
els, for the first time, esti-
mates India-specific solar 
waste generation from 
various streams, exclud-
ing manufacturing.

This information is 
crucial for creating data-
driven waste manage-
ment policies. India is al-
ready implementing sev-

eral measures to tackle 
the waste. Last year, the 
environment ministry is-
sued amended E-waste 
Management Rules 2022 
bringing solar photovol-
taic cells, panels, and 
modules under its ambit.

These rules man-
date the producers of 
solar cells and modules 
to manage their waste 
under the extended pro-
ducer responsibility (EPR) 
framework.

Arunabha Ghosh, 
CEO, CEEW, said, “India 
must proactively address 
solar waste, not just as an 
environmental imperative 
but as a strategic neces-
sity for ensuring energy 
security and building a 
circular economy. As we 
witness the remarkable 
growth of solar from only 
4 GW in March 2015 to 73 
GW in December 2023, 
robust recycling mecha-

nisms become increas-
ingly crucial. They safe-
guard renewable eco-
systems, create green 
jobs, enhance mineral 
security, foster innova-
tion, and build resilient, 
circular supply chains.” 
Neeraj Kuldeep, Senior 
Programme Lead, CEEW, 
said, “India’s G20 Presi-
dency identified a circular 
economy as a thrust area 
for sustainable develop-
ment. A circular solar in-
dustry and responsible 
waste management will 
maximise resource effi-
ciency and make domes-
tic supply chains resilient. 
The study provides robust 
evidence of the opportu-
nity in solar waste man-
agement. However, solar 
recycling technologies 
and the industry are still 
at a nascent stage and 
require policy push and 
support.”

PM Modi holds talks with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday spoke 
to Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy over 
a telephone call. The two 
discussed India-Ukraine 
partnership and the ongoing 
conflict with Russia.

“Had a good conver-
sation with President @Zel-

enskyyUa on strengthening 
the India-Ukraine partner-
ship. Conveyed India’s con-
sistent support for all efforts 
for peace and bringing an 
early end to the ongoing 
conflict. India will continue 
to provide humanitarian 
assistance guided by our 
people-centric approach,” 
the PM said in a post on X.

Had a good conver-
sation with President @
ZelenskyyUa on strengthen-
ing the India-Ukraine part-
nership. Conveyed India’s 
consistent support for all ef-
forts for peace and bringing 
an early end to the ongoing 
conflict. India will continue 
to provide humanitarian as-
sistance guided by…

— Narendra Modi 
(@narendramodi) March 
20, 2024

This came soon after 
the PM held a telephonic 
discussion with Vladimir 
Putin, the President of Rus-
sia. Russia had waged a full-
scale invasion on Ukraine 
more than two years ago.

PM Mod, in his dis-
cussions with Putin, had 
stressed on the need for 
diplomacy and dialogue to 
resolved the conflict, apart 
from bilateral ties.

‘DGP known for closeness to ruling party’: Uttarakhand 
Congress writes to EC seeking his removal

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Days after the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
directed the transfer of the 
home secretaries in six 
states, including Uttara-
khand, ahead of the Lok 
Sabha elections, the Ut-
tarakhand Congress has 
requested that Director 
General of Police (DGP) 
Abhinav Kumar also be 
removed from his post, 
saying that his “closeness 
to the ruling party is well 
known”.

“I would like to in-
form you that the pres-
ent DGP of Uttarakhand 
State, Abhinav Kumar, 
before becoming the 
DGP, had been posted 
as Principal Secretary to 
the present Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami and 
his closeness to the rul-
ing party is well known,” 
Uttarakhand Congress 
president Karan Mahara 
said in a letter to the ECI.

“It is also to be in-
formed that last year in the 
state, the heinous murder 
case of BJP leader Ankita 
Bhandari was carried out 
in a resort and the involve-
ment of the BJP leader’s 
son has been found in 

that murder. The inves-
tigation of Ankita Bhan-
dari’s heinous murder 
case is still going on but 
the statement of the cur-
rent DGP regarding the 
investigation, in which he 
has been found defend-
ing the government like 
the spokesperson of the 
ruling party, is against 
the dignity of his current 
post,” he added in the let-
ter dated March 16.

DGP Kumar re-
fused to comment.

Mahara fur ther 
said that the local police 
play an important role in 
any election and in such 
a situation, the “loyalty of 
the present DGP of the 
state to the ruling party” 
raises questions on the 
fairness of the elections 
“and his continuing on the 
post raises the possibility 
of it hampering the Lok 
Sabha elections”.

Earlier this month, 

the Congress had crit-
icised the arrest of in-
dependent journal ist 
Ashutosh Negi, calling it 
an attempt by the Dhami-
led BJP government to 
“suppress the voice of the 
common man”. Negi had 
been frequently demand-
ing “justice” for Bhan-
dari.

After the arrest, 
DGP Kumar clarified that 
Negi was arrested in con-
nection to the FIR regis-
tered against him at Pauri 
police station on Janu-
ary 5 and that his arrest 
had no connection to the 
Bhandari case. “Those 
making unrestrained al-
legations against the 
police and government 
regarding Negi’s arrest 
are either driven by emo-
tions or have personal 
agendas. There was no 
undue pressure on the 
Uttarakhand Police dur-
ing the investigation of the 

Pauri Garhwal reception-
ist murder case. Both the 
government and CM Dha-
mi have extended their 
unwavering support to us 
to act within the bounds 
of the law. The actions 
taken by the Uttarakhand 
Police were impartial and 
fearless,” Kumar said in a 
video statement.

Reacting to the 
statement, Mahara said, 
“His statement seemed 
as if the spokesperson of 
BJP was speaking and 
not the director general of 
police of the state.”

Meanwhile, senior 
IAS officer Dilip Jawalkar 
took charge as the new 
home secretary of Ut-
tarakhand on Tuesday 
after Shailesh Bagoli was 
removed from the post on 
ECI’s instructions. The 
Election Commission lat-
er approved Jawalkar’s 
name from a panel of 
three names.

‘They hate Tamils and Tamil Nadu’: Congress 
MP slams Union minister for blast remarks

NEW DELHI, MAR 20:
Congress MP Manickam 
Tagore on Wednesday 
strongly condemned the 
remarks made by BJP’s 
Union Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Shobha Kara-
ndlaje, who accused that 
people from Tamil Nadu 
were involved in the recent 
blast at the Rameshwaram 
Cafe in Bengaluru.

Tagore, who is an 
MP from Virudhunagar 
Lok Sabha seat of Tamil 
Nadu, while talking to 
news agency ANI said, 
“It’s an insult to Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka. A Union 
Minister, who is close to 
PM Modi, making a state-
ment like that, shows that 
they hate Tamils and Tamil 
Nadu.”

O n  K a r a n d l a j e 
making an apology after 
her statement, the Con-
gress MP said, “Giving a 
statement in the morning 
and evening; tweeting it 
saying ‘sorry’ is not ac-
ceptable.” 

The Union Minister 
had issued an apology 
hours after the statement 
led to a slugfest, and said 
that her remarks were 

“meant to shine light, not 
cast shadows”.

In a post on X, she 
wrote, “To my Tamil broth-
ers & sisters, I wish to 
clarify that my words were 
meant to shine light, not 
cast shadows. Yet I see 
that my remarks brought 
pain to some – and for that, 
I apologize. My remarks 
were solely directed to-
wards those trained in the 
Krishnagiri forest, linked to 
the Rameshwaram Cafe 
blast. To anyone from 
Tamilnadu affected, From 
the depths of my heart, 
I ask your forgiveness. 
Furthermore, I retract my 

previous comments.” 
Earlier, Tamil Nadu 

CM MK Stalin also con-
demned the statements 
made by the Union Minis-
ter, and urged the Election 
Commission of India to 
take action against such 
hate speech. “Strong-
ly condemn Union BJP 
Minister @ShobhaBJP’s 
reckless statement. One 
must either be an NIA 
official or closely linked 
to the #Rameshwaram-
CafeBlast to make such 
claims. Clearly, she lacks 
the authority for such as-
sertions. Tamilians and 
Kannadigas alike will re-

ject this divisive rhetoric 
of BJP. I also urge for an 
appropriate legal action 
against Shobha for caus-
ing threat to peace, har-
mony and national unity,” 
stalin tweeted.

The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
which is  probing the 
Rameshwaram Cafe blast 
is looking at the Islamic 
State-linked terror module 
from Shivamogga for pos-
sible links to the March 1 
incident. The bomb went 
off at the Rameshwaram 
Cafe in Bengaluru, injur-
ing at least nine people 
during lunch hour rush.
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT 

MAGISTRATE-CUM-RETURNIG OFFICER
CAPITAL, ITANAGAR

No RO/ITA/MCC-01/2024 Dated Itanagar the 17th March’ 2024

ORDER

 WHEREAS, The Election Commission of India has announced the schedule 
for holding General Election of Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assembly w.e.f 20th 
March’ 2024.

 AND WHEREAS, in order to conduct the ensuing General Election 2024 
peacefully in the entire area of the Itanagar Capital Region, it is necessary to impose 
certain restrictions on licensed arms.

 AND WHEREAS, license holders and licensed arms in the Itanagar Capital 
Region based on the criteria such as persons involved in criminal cases, violence and 
rioting, released on bail and on apprehension that they may misuse their fire arms or 
may get involved in any law and order problem or in threatening the other persons, 
some preventive measures are required to be taken.

 Therefore, I Smti Shweta Nagarkoti, IAS, District Magistrate, Capital, 
Itanagar, in exercise of the power conferred upon me u/s 17 (3) (b) of the Arms Act, 
1959 (Act. No. 54 of 1959) and the Arms Rules, 1962 read with the Indian Arms Act, 
1878 do hereby direct as per provisions of Section 21(1) of the said act that all the 
licenses of Fire Arms of the Itanagar Capital Region shall be mandatorily deposited to 
the nearest police stations with an intimation to the concerned Police Station and the 
same will remain deposited till one week after the counting is over i.e. till completion 
of Election Process.

 Institutional license holders like Bank, may apply for exemption, with reasons 
to the concerned Police Station who has jurisdiction of the area, from this order, mak-
ing out their case with appropriate documents.

 Further, order is passed to the effect that the respective Officer-in-Charge of 
the Police Station shall deposit the Fire Arms of the Licensee in the armory of the 
Police Station under a proper acknowledgement to the licensee and would hand over 
back the said Fire Arms to the licensee after 6th June’ 2024. They are also directed 
to serve the notice to all the Arms License holders of the Itanagar Capital Region im-
mediately.

 The Licensed Arms shall be deposited by the licensee immediately if not oth-
erwise exempted.

Sd/- [Shweta Nagarkoti], IAS
DM-cum-RO, 13-ltanagar (AC) 

Capital, ItanagarDIPR/ARN-10854-57/2023

Army lightens 
up remote 

Mago village
TAWANG, MAR 17:
The Indian Army on Sun-
day handed over solar 
powered street lights un-
der ‘Operation Sadbha-
vana’ after installation to 
remote village of Mago 
in Tawang district, a re-
lease stated. 
 The initiative was 
taken up to ease the dai-
ly lives of the villagers 
while keeping the proj-
ect in synchronization 
with government's plan 
of promoting green and 
sustainable energy us-
ing solar power, it said.
 The Command-
ing Officer of the Indian 
Army Battalion handed 
over the project upon 
completion to Gaon 
Burah T Panden in pres-
ence of local residents of 
Mago village.

Study-cum-
FAM tour 

concludes
ITANAGAR, MAR 17:
A study cum FAM tour for 
participants who have at-
tended the Cultural Guide 
Training at Miao for the 
unemployed youths of 
eastern Arunachal orga-
nized by the Department 
of Tourism, 

NEW DELHI, MAR 17:
The Election Commission 
(EC) on Sunday changed 
the date of counting of votes 
in the Arunachal Pradesh 
and Sikkim assembly polls 
from June 4 to June 2. 

The decision was 
taken because the term of 
the two Assemblies is till 
June 2, which means elec-
tions have to be wrapped up 
on or before that date, said 

the EC, in a press release.
"EC is to conduct 

election to Legislative As-
semblies of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim before 
the cessation of their terms, 
in exercise of the powers 
conferred upon under Article 
324 read with Article 172(1) 
of the Constitution of India 
and Section 15 of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 
1951. The term of house of 

both the Legislative Assem-
blies of Arunachal Pradesh 
and Sikkim is due to expire 
on 02.06.2024," the EC in its 
press release stated further. 

The date of count-
ing of votes was changed 
from June 4 to June 2 and 
the date before which the 
election shall be completed 
was changed from June 6 
to June 2 as well. The two 
states go to polls on April 

19.
"There shall be no 

change in respect of Sched-
ule for Parliamentary Con-
stituencies of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim," the 
EC said. 

Counting for the Lok 
Sabha seats, and Andhra 
Pradesh and Odisha As-
sembly polls will be held on 
June 4. The term of the Lok 
Sabha is till June 16. 

Arunachal assembly polls: 
EC advances counting date to June 2

ITANAGAR, MAR 17: 
With the implementation 
of Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC), a meeting regard-
ing election preparedness 
was convened by Itanagar 
deputy commissioner cum 
returning officer 13- Itana-
gar assembly constituency 
Shweta Nagarkoti Mehta 
with Itanagar superinten-
dent of police (SP) Rohit 
Rajbir Singh, Naharlagun 
SP Mihin Gambo, EACs, 
all sector magistrates, Fly-
ing Squad Team (FST), 

Video Surveillance Team 
(VST), Static Surveillance 
Team (SST) and Video 
Viewing Team of the con-
stituency here on Sunday.  

Chairing the meet-
ing, the DC asked all to 
render exemplary services 
with dedication and devo-
tion to maintain peace and 
order in Capital Itanagar. 
She informed that Sector 
Magistrates, FST, VST, 
SST and VVT have already 
been deployed round the 
clock in the Capital Region 

and urged them to monitor 
any possible violation of 
MCC ahead of the elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha and 
state legislative assembly. 

The DC urged 
the Election Expenditure 
Monitoring Cell team to 
be abreast with the legal 
framework, monitoring 
and enforcement mecha-
nisms and the reporting 
requirements which is a 
crucial aspect of ensuring 
transparency and 

DC reviews poll preparedness in capital

SHILLONG, MAR 17:
Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad K Sangma 
said on Sunday that his 
National People's Party 
(NPP) would not field any 
candidates in the two Lok 
Sabha seats in Arunachal 
Pradesh and support the 
BJP nominees.

The NPP is a part 
of the BJP-led NDA at the 
Centre.

''The National Peo-
ple's Party has decided 
not to contest the two Lok 
Sabha seats in Arunachal 
Pradesh. Being partners in 
the NDA, the NPP National 
Committee has decided to 
support NDA candidates in 
Arunachal Pradesh and 

NPP to support 
BJP candidates 
in Arunachal: 

Sangma
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PASIGHAT, March 17: 
The Department of Commerce, Ja-
waharlal Nehru College, Pasighat, 
East Siang organised a one-day na-
tional seminar on the theme - Entre-
preneurship and Innovation: Catalyst 
for Economic Development in North 
East India under the aegis of Direc-
torate of Higher and Technical Edu-
cation, Itanagar, in the conference 
hall, upper campus of the college.

The National seminar formally 
commenced with the felicitation of the 
guests and dignitaries by the faculty 
members of Commerce department. 
Dr. TAsi Taloh, Principal, and Dr. 
Leki Sitang, Vice- Principal graced 
the inaugural session of the seminar 
as distinguished guests. Professor 
Nagari Mohan Panda, NEHU, Shil-
long and Professor(Dean) Rama 
Chandra Parida, embellished the 
programme as the Key-note speaker 
and Resource person of the seminar 
respectively. The guests and the 
dignitaries initiated the programme 
by lighting the ceremonial lamp; fol-
lowed by a welcome song by the stu-
dents of commerce department.

In her welcome address Dr. 

Liha Mena (co-ordinator) greeted 
the guests and dignitaries and ex-
pressed her warm welcome to the 
paper presenters from across the 
country, faculty members, and stu-
dents. Dr. Minam Yomso, Convenor 
of the seminar highlighted the key 
objectives of the seminar viz. to the-
oretically address the economic dis-
parity and the significance of entre-
preneurship as a panacea for overall 
economic growth in the context of 
N-E India.

Professor N. M. Panda, in his 
keynote address deliberated on the 
thrust areas of the seminar by broadly 
illustrating critical insights on the rel-
evance and co-relationship between 
innovation and entrepreneurship, 
further, he outlined the challenges 
and problems of entrepreneurship 
in N.E. India and emphasized lateral 
thinking and reasonable manage-
ment of resources in generating suc-
cessful entrepreneurs

Dr. Leki Sitang, highlighted 
the dearth of innovative entrepre-
neurs in the local context which is 
accentuated by subsidy seeking ten-
dency of the local populace. Com-

munication and infrastructure are 
another significant factors for dismal 
entrepreneurs in the state.

Dr. Tasi Taloh, principal, con-
gratulated the department of com-
merce and extended is best wishes 
to the paper presenters and the 
audience. He further expressed his 
gratitude to DHTE, Itanagar for allo-
cating funds for dozens of national 
seminars to JN College.

In his vote of thanks address, 
Mr. Agin Taboh (Associate Profes-
sor) thanked the all present for their 
concerted effort in making the semi-
nar a grand success.

The Technical Session was 
chaired and moderated by Prof. N. 
M. Panda (NEHU) and Prof. R. C. 
Parida (RGU) jointly. In the end-
note of the seminar Prof. Panda 
expressed his delight to be a part 
of this academic congregation and 
provided critical but constructive re-
marks on the 7 papers presented. 

Finally, the seminar ended 
with the distribution of certificates to 
the presenters, followed by vote of 
thanks by Dr. Manjung Mossang As-
sistant Professor, JNC.

National Seminar on Entre-
preneurship and Innovation

TEZU, March 16:
In pursuance to the Press Note is-
sued by ECI, Shashvat Saurabh, 
DEO Lohit-cum-RO Eastern Parlia-
mentary Constituency on Saturday, 
March 16 gave a press briefing on 
the upcoming Simultaneously Elec-
tion 2024. 

While interacting with the 
media the DEO informed about the 
important dates of the election and 

communicated the enforcement of 
Model Code of Conduct with immedi-
ate effect till completion of the whole 
election process. 

The DEO also briefed on the 
preparations made for the upcoming 
elections and Important provisions 
related to elections under Represent-
ative of People Act and penal provi-
sions under IPC were also informed. 

The DEO also informed that 

the Flying Squad Teams(FST), the 
24X7 Control Room, MCMC, Per-
mission Cell have been activated to 
ensure compliance and enforcement 
of MCC. 

The DEO further urged all 
stakeholders to cooperate and par-
ticipate actively in the Festival of 
Democracy to ensure free, fair and 
transparent elections across the Dis-
trict. 

DEO gave press briefing on upcoming election

YINGKIONG, March 15:
Department of Women and Child 
Development, Upper Siang, Ying-
kiong conducted one day training 
programme on Protection of Wom-
en from Domestic Violence Act 
2005 (PWDV) and Sexual Harass-
ment of Woman at Work place Act 
2013 for all the Presiding Officers 
and Members of Internal Complaint 
Committee and Local Complaint 

Committee of various Govt estab-
lishment of Upper Siang, at Bandu 
Angki Dere (Community Hall), 
Yingkiong. 

Resource persons Nitnam 
Padun, CDPO, Geku and Akoying 
Tekseng, Legal Protection Officer, 
DCPU, Yingkiong gave presenta-
tions on Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Work place Act 2013 and 
Protection of Women from Domes-

tic Violence Act’2005 respectively.  
Earlier, Ojing Talom CDPO 

cum DD(ICDS)i/c briefed the par-
ticipants about aims and objective 
of the training. 

EAC Binti Mibang, Sr. Medi-
cal Officers, APWWS Yingkiong 
Branch, Sikiing Koje Charitable So-
ciety, Bango Women Welfare As-
sociation, ArSLM Yinkiong among 
other attended the training.

Training programme on PWDV and 
Sexual Harassment held

PASIGHAT, March 17: 
Department of Mathematics, Jawahar-
lal Nehru College, Pasighat, conducted 
its first-ever internal webinar entitled “A 
One-Day Mathematics Talk on Interna-
tional Day of Mathematics (IDM-2024).” 
The program coordinator, Dr. Gete Um-
brey, stated that the webinar aimed to 
motivate students to understand con-
ceptual mathematics while honouring 
the International Day of Mathematics 
(IDM). Such a program is essential to 
ignite students' minds and explore the 
beauty and significance of mathemat-
ics in today's technological world.

Dr. Tasi Taloh, Principal of J N 
College, Pasighat, congratulated the 
Department of Mathematics for hosting 
such a prestigious and student-centric 
event. He thanked the resource per-
sons from both the country and abroad 
for delivering their expert talks and en-
couraged students to make the most of 

the expertise shared.
Dr. D.P. Panda, IQAC Coordi-

nator and HoD of Commerce congratu-
lated the Mathematics Department for 
organizing a vital exposure program. 
He emphasized that mathematics is 
not just for mathematicians or math-
ematics students but an indispensable 
skill that everyone needs to acquire to 
lead a meaningful life.

Resource person, Professor 
Bhaba Kumar Sarma from the Depart-
ment of Mathematics at IIT Guwahati, 
encouraged students to enjoy doing 
mathematics rather than simply read-
ing or memorizing. He also suggested 
various sources for learning mathemat-
ics and emphasized the importance of 
committing to one's chosen path to 
succeed.

Resource person Dr. Nipen 
Saikia from the Department of Math-
ematics at Rajiv Gandhi University 

enthralled the students with the con-
tributions of Indian Mathematicians to 
the modern world. He highlighted the 
inspirational life and contributions of 
Srinivasa Ramanujan, emphasizing 
his significant contributions to analysis 
and number theory.

Resource person Alfonso Bus-
tamante, a mathematician and compu-
ter scientist from Santiago, Chile, South 
America, demonstrated remarkable 
manipulation of algebraic graphs. He 
showcased how even laymen without 
programming knowledge can utilize his 
graph library to handle algebraic graph 
expressions.

Advisor and HoD of Mathemat-
ics, Monkhum Khilak, and Co-coor-
dinator Dr. Drema Lhamu expressed 
gratitude to the dignitaries for their 
gracious presence and thanked the 
resource persons for their insightful 
presentations.

JNCconducts webinar on  Mathematics 
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Itanagar
Weather forecast
 periodic clouds

22oC

Clip Forum

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
OFFICE OF THE DC-CUM-RETURNING OFFICER 

CAPITAL: ITANAGAR 
No. RO/ITA/MCC/2024 Itanagar, the 17th March, 2024 

NOTICE
 It is for information of the Political Parties and Candidates of 13-Itanagar (ST) AC that the Model Code of 
Conduct has come into operation since the announcement of simultaneous General Election-2024 by the Election 
Commission of India on 16th March 2024 at 1500 Hrs and will remained in operation till the completion of election 
process. Therefore, all the political parties and aspiring candidates of 13-Itanagar (ST) AC for the upcoming Simul-
taneous General Election 2024 are brought to the notice of following DO’s and DONT’S to be remained during the 
period of Model Code of Conduct:- 

SI.No DO’S 
1. Criticism of other political parties and candidates should relate to their policies, programs, past 

records and work. 
2. Restrictive and prohibitory orders in force should be fully respected. 
3. Cooperation should be extended to all election officials at all the times. 
4. All political workers must display badges or identity cards. 
5. The local police should be fully informed of the venue and time of proposed meetings well in time 

and with all necessary permissions taken. 
6. Permissions must be obtained for use of loudspeakers. 
7. Restrictions on plying of vehicles during campaign and on poll day should be fully obeyed. 
8. Except voters, candidates and their election/polling agents only persons with a specific valid author-

ity letter from ECI can enter any polling booth. 
9. Any complaint or problem regarding the conduct of election shall be brought to the notice of Ob-

server/DEO/RO/SO etc. 
10.  After the campaign period is over all political functionaries who are not voters of the constituency 

shall leave the constituency immediately. 
11. Permission for all vehicles used for campaigning should be taken from the competent authority. 
12. During filing of nominations only 3 vehicles are allowed to come within the periphery of 100 metres 

of RO office. 
13. All printing presses should be informed within 3 days of announcement of elections to furnish infor-

mation on all printed materials as required under the RP act. 
14. SOPs should be issued with respect to procedure to be followed on seizure of cash and other valu-

ables. 
15. District level MCMC committee for certification of advertisement and for scrutiny of paid news should 

be established. 
16. The directions of election Commission regarding the regulation of road shows during elections 

should be followed. 
17. The names of star campaigners should be communicated within 7 days of the notification of elec-

tions.
 

Sl.No DON’TS 
1. No new advertisements and continuation of existing advertisement highlighting the achievements of 

party or the government in power at the cost of public exchequer. 
2. No minister shall enter any polling station or the place of counting unless he/she is a candidate or 

as a voter only for voting. 
3. No inducement financial or otherwise shall be offered to the electors. 
4. Caste or communal feelings of the electors shall not be appealed to electors. 
5. No activity which can aggravate existing differences or cause tension between different caste or 

communities or religions shall be attempted. 
6. No aspect of private life not connected with the public activities of leaders or workers of other parties 

shall be criticised. 
7. Any place of worship shall not be used for election propaganda including speeches or publicity mate-

rial during electioneering. 
8. Corrupt practices or electoral offences should not be employed during the election by any political 

party or workers. 
9.  No disturbances shall be created in public meetings or processions organised by other political 

parties or candidates. 
10. Processionist shall not carry any article which is capable of being misused as projectile or weap-

ons. 
11. Posters of other parties or candidates shall not be removed or defaced. 
12. No defacement of any form shall be permitted on government premises except specifically ear-

marked places. 
13. No defacement on private places against the existing law or without consent of the owner. 
14. No use of loudspeakers for publicity without specific permission and before 6:00 AM and beyond 

10:00 PM on any day. 
15. No liquor should be distributed during elections. 
16. No temporary offices to be set up in religious places or educational institutions or by encroachment 

or within 200 metres of polling stations. 
17. No person having official security or private security guards for himself shall be appointed as an 

election agent or polling agent or counting agent. 
18. No convoys of more than 10 vehicles excluding security vehicles shall be allowed from the date of 

announcement of elections. 
19. External modifications in contravention of MV Act will not be allowed. 
20. No electioneering should be done after the end of campaign period

 

Sd/- Shweta Nagarkoti, IAS 
DC-cum-RO,13-Itanagar (AC) 

Capital: Itanagar 

RO
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Absconding 
murder 
accused 
arrested

PASIGHAT, MAR 18: 
The Pasighat police 
have apprehended two 
absconding accused of 
Guwahati murder case 
and all legal formalities 
are on to hand them over 
to Assam police, police 
informed in a statement 
here on Monday.

The Pasighat 
police informed that on 
March 17 last, it received 
information from police 
officials at Khetri police 
station in Guwahati, As-
sam, about one Sanjay 
Urang, prime accused in 
a murder case, conceal-
ing himself at Pasighat 
area.

“Upon receiving 
information, Inspector Ige 
Lollen, officer in-charge 
Pasighat police station, 
along with sub-inspector 
K Tangha, head constable 
Tai Kampong, constables 
P Chaejong and O Modi 
left to conduct a search 
operation under the su-
pervision of SP East 
Siang”, police said.

‘BJP, allies 
will sweep NE 

in LS polls’
GUWAHATI, MAR 18 
(PTI) 
Union Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal on Monday 
said the BJP-led NDA 
will sweep the Lok Sabha 
elections in the North-
east and win more than 
23 seats out of 25 in the 
region.

He said people of 
the region will again re-
pose faith on the ruling 
alliance due to the devel-
opment activities under-
taken in the region over 
the last 10 years.

“The mood is in fa-
vour of BJP and its allies 
because under the lead-
ership of Narendra Modi 
ji, there has been tremen-
dous development in the 
last 10 years,” Sonowal 
told reporters at the state 
party headquarters here, 
his first visit since being 
named the BJP’s candi-
date from Dibrugrah Lok 
Sabha constituency.

Claiming that the 
NDA will win more than 12 
seats in Assam and over 
23 in the Northeast, he 
added, “Northeast people 
firmly believe that the re-
gion will prosper further if 
Modi ji comes to power for 
the third term.”

Refusing to com-
ment on his political rivals, 
the BJP leader said, “We 
consider all opponents 
with dignity, whoever that 
it may be.”

In the outgoing Lok 
Sabha, BJP and its allies 
have 19 MPs from the re-
gion, Congress has four, 
AIUDF one and one is an 
Independent. (PTI)

75 companies of CPMF 
deployed for state polls: CEO

ITANAGAR, MAR 18;
Seventy-five companies 
of Central Para Military 
Forces (CPMF) have been 
deployed in Arunachal 
Pradesh to conduct free 
and fair simultaneous Lok 

Sabha and assembly polls, 
Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) Pawan Kumar Sain 
informed on Monday.

In addition, the 
available police force in 
the state would also be 

pressed into service for 
election duties, he said.\

Sain said the CPMF 
companies (a company 
comprises around 100 
personnel) have been de-
ployed in all the districts 

of the state, and they have 
started the area dominance 
exercise in various critical 
and vulnerable polling sta-
tions.

The northeastern 
state will go to simultane-
ous polls in the first phase 
on April 19.

DEOs hold meetings with 
representatives of political parties

YINGKIONG/ZIRO, MAR 
18: 
Upper Siang deputy com-
missioner cum district 
election officer (DEO) 
Hage Lailang on Monday 
convened a meeting with 
representatives of all politi-
cal parties over upcoming 
simultaneous polls at his 
office chamber here. 

The DEO briefed 

the representatives on 
poll preparedness in the 
district to conduct elec-
tion free, fair and peace-
ful manner in the district. 
He informed them about 
the enforcement of model 
code of conduct, EVM ran-
domization, composition 
of polling parties, District 
Control Centre (DCC) and 
Permission Cell, number of 

polling stations, documents 
required during voting, 
voter information slip and 
voter guide, publication 
of criminal antecedents of 
candidates, ban on engag-
ing below 14 in campaign 
activities, public nuisance, 
ECI guidelines to political 
parties during nomination 
and counting etc.

NESO plea in SC seeks stay on 
CAA implementation                 

NEW DELHI, MAR 18:
The North East Students’ 
Organization (NESO) on 
Monday filed a petition be-
fore the Supreme Court of 
India for staying the imple-
mentation of the Rules of 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019. 

“(We have) filed a 
petition in the Supreme 
Court, challenging the 
Rules of the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 2019 
with a submission to the 
Supreme Court to issue a 
stay on its implementation,” 
NESO chairman Samuel 

Jyrwa said in a statement 
from Delhi. 

Earlier, the NESO 
had filed a petition in the 
Supreme Court on Decem-
ber 19, 2019 against the 
CAA, 2019. “Even though, 
CAA 2019 has exempted 
the ILP covered states 
which includes Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Manipur and 
also the Sixth Scheduled 
covered areas which in-
clude 98% of Meghalaya, 
70% of Tripura and 8 dis-
tricts of Assam but the 27 
districts of Assam are not 

exempted, which poses a 
serious threat to the entire 
North Eastern states, which 
will be adversely affected in 
the near future,” he said. 

“So to protect the 
microscopic indigenous 
communities of NE which 
are already affected by un-
abated influx of illegal mi-
grants from Bangladesh,” 
Jyrwa said while adding 
that it is imperative that the 
CAA, 2019 should not be 
made applicable as it will 
only worsen the already 
precarious situation of the 
North Eastern region

CM warns dissidents of 
disciplinary action                             

ITANAGAR, MAR 18:
Chief Minister Pema Khan-
du on Monday warned the 
dissidents of the party in 
the state of disciplinary ac-
tion if they do not support 
of the party’s official MLA 
and MP candidates.

Stating that the BJP 
in Arunachal Pradesh has 
set a target to win all the 60 
assembly seats and both 
the Lok Sabha constituen-
cies, Khandu asked all the 
BJP MLA candidates to 
take responsibility to win 

the parliamentary seats 
with thumping majority in 
their respective constituen-
cies. 

“I urge all the BJP 
MLA candidates to take the 
responsibility to 

Four schools of Arunachal to contest 
in National rounds of FIQ-2023

ITANAGAR, MAR 18:
Four schools of Arunachal 
Pradesh – HIM Interna-
tional School, Papum Pare 
district, Kendriya Vidyalaya 
(KV) Pasighat, Viveka-
nanda Kendriya Vidyalaya 
(VKV) Itanagar and KV No. 
II, Itanagar – have been 
selected for the National 
rounds of 3rd edition of Fit 

India Quiz (FIQ), 2023.
These schools will 

be competing with 252 
schools across the coun-
try for the title of National 
Champion of FIQ, 2023, a 
press release stated.

The state level 
round of the FIQ was de-
clared by the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 

March 8 last.
This is India’s big-

gest quiz on sports and 
fitness taking place across 
36 states and union ter-
ritories of India with a to-
tal cash award of Rs 3.25 
crore.

The FIQ-2023 has 
seen enthusiastic 

DEO directs officers to curb 
flow of money, liquor during polls    

PASIGHAT, MAR 18: 
East Siang District Election 
Officer (DEO) Tayi Taggu 
on Monday instructed the 
magistrates and nodal of-
ficers to take steps for the 
conduct of elections in a 
fair manner and strictly 
comply with the guidelines 
of the Election Commission 
of India (ECI).

Addressing the offi-
cers of EEM, DEMC, VVT, 
VST, SST, FS, and MCMC 
teams at the office confer-
ence hall here, Taggu as-
serted that Model Code of 

Conduct (MCC) during the 
ensuing poll process was 
crucial and at no point of 
time should the officials 
concerned be complacent 
in implementing it. 

The DEO said fo-
cus should be laid on curb-
ing the flow of money and 
liquor etc for which the 
district-level teams should 
be on high alert. 

He called for prompt 
action against those violat-
ing the MCC and other 
rules and regulations of 
the ECI. 

The DEO also di-
rected all officers to take 
appropriate steps to en-
sure free, fair and trans-
parent conduct of the en-
suing simultaneous Lok 
Sabha and Bidhan Sabha 
elections. “Posters, graffiti, 
banners, cutouts in public 
places should be cleared 
within 24 hours. Political 
activities are banned in 
temples and religious plac-
es”, he said. 

Further stating that 
all types of tenders 
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Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is a free floating perennial aquatic plant, native to South America.  Water 
hyacinth is a popular water garden plant because of the beauty of its large, purple to violet flowers and its inter-

esting floating vegetation. Many plant nurseries and big box stores sell it as an ornamental pond plant.
Later it was seen that the plant is basically a very aggressive invader which can form thick mats on water 

surface. Gradually, it is known that among the aquatic plants, water hyacinth is the worst aquatic plant in the world. It 
becomes a fierce competition with other micro flora and fauna in the aquatic ecosystem for light, space, nutrients and 
water. Now, water hyacinth is the most pre dominant, persistent and troublesome weed in India.

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is a perennial aquatic macro- phyte belongs to the family Ponteder-
iaceae and its name Eichhornia was derived from well known Prussian politician J.A. F. Eichhornia. 

IDENTIFICATION OF WATER HYACINTH: - 
Following are the points by which it is possible to identify the plant.
1.	A mass of fine roots hang in the water underneath the plant.
2.	The leaf stalk is thick and spongy and helps to keep the plant buoyant.
3.	They are floating plants with round to oval; shiny green leaves up to ten inches in diameter, although smaller 

leaves are common.
4.	Leaves are held upright so they act like sails.
5.	The flowers are large (2-3 inches) and attractive. They are blue-purple or lilac-coloured with a yellow spot.
SIMILARITY WITH OTHER PLANT: -
Water hyacinth is often confused with a native floating plant, Frog’s bit. When not in bloom, water hyacinth may 

be mistaken for Frog’s bit (Limnobium spongia).  Another tropical floating leaved nursery plant, called water lettuce 
(Pistia stratiotes), may be mistaken for water hyacinth. However, water lettuce does not have showy flowers and has 
large ribbed leaves. Water lettuce is much less cold-tolerant than water hyacinth.

ONE OF FASTEST GROWING PLANTS: - 
The growth rate of water hyacinth is among the highest of any known plant. Water hyacinth reproduces primarily 

by way of runners or stolen, which eventually form daughter plants. Each plant can produce thousands of seeds each 
year, and these seeds can remain viable for more than 28 years. Some water hyacinths were found to grow up to 2 
to 5 meters a day in some sites in south-east Asia. The common water hyacinths (Eichhornia crassipes) are vigorous 
growers known to double their population in two weeks.

WATER HYACINTH IS WEALTH OR WEED?  
Water hyacinth is a plant with many advantages firstly because it can be used for many purposes, and other 

hand it’s a most invasive weed that can destroy precious aquatic ecosystem within a short time.
ADVANTAGES:-
1.	Green parts and inflorescence used as vegetable.
2.	Used as animal feed especially as pig feed, fish feed (especially for gold fish).
3.	Used for mushroom production.
4.	Used in hydroponics (soilless agriculture).
5.	Used for compost and vermin-compost making.
6.	It is used as green manure.
7.	Ashes to fertilize the field.
8.	Flowers used for treating the skin of horses.
9.	Dry water hyacinth is used as fuel.
10.	 May be used in biogas production.
11.	 The plant has a high capacity for the uptake of heavy metals which could be make it suitable for the 

bio-cleaning of industrial waste water.
12.	 It removes cyanide which is environmentally beneficial.
13.	 It removes arsenic from arsenic contaminated drinking water and keeps water clean.
14.	 Water hyacinths can be cultivated for waste water treatment.
15.	 It can remove pesticides from contaminated water.
16.	 A means of removing radioactive contaminants from nuclear power plant waste water.
17.	 Used to make furniture, hand bag, rope, basket, mat, carpet, soap, paper etc.
18.	 Used in mulching.
19.	 Providing an alternative source of biomass
20.	 In charcoal briquetting, water hyacinth is used.
21.	 Leaf extract has been shown to exhibit phytotoxicity against another invasive weed Mimosa pigra.
22.	 Water hyacinth is a popular water garden plant (as an ornamental plant) because, of the beauty of 

its large, purple to violet flowers and its interesting floating vegetation.
DISADVANTAGES:- 
1.	It creates dense mats of biomass on water surface which are reducing light to submerged vegetation, can 

cause oxygen depletions and fish kills.
2.	It causes imbalance in the aquatic micro-ecosystem. It is now considered a serious threat to biodiversity.
3.	Diversity of fish stocks is often affected from proliferation of water hyacinth.
4.	It causes significant increase in water loss due to evapo-transpiration.
5.	It causes practical problems for marine transportation, in hydro-power and irrigation schemes.
6.	Blockage of canals and rivers causing flooding.
7.	Micro-habitat for a variety of disease vectors.
8.	It is also becoming a serious menace in flooded rice fields, considerably reducing the yield.
9.	Water hyacinth is often problematic in man-made-ponds if uncontrolled.
10.	 Alter animal communities by blocking access to the water.
11.	 Eliminate plants on those animals depend on for shelter and nesting.
12.	 Reduces fishing opportunities.
13.	 Decaying plants make water unfit for drinking by humans, livestock and wildlife.
14.	 Tremendous losses annually in fish and paddy production in India.
15.	 Destroying natural wetlands.
16.	 Changing the temperature, PH and oxygen levels of water.
17.	 Reducing gas exchange at the water surface.
18.	 Restricting recreational use of waterways.
19.	 Reducing aesthetic values of waterways.
20.	 Destroying fences, roads and other infrastructure when large floating rafts become mobile during 

flood events.
21.	 Destroying pastures and crops when large floating rafts settle over paddocks after flood events.

MANAGEMENT OF WATER HYACINTH: - 
There are four commonly used control efforts used to suppress water hyacinth infestations. These are (1) Phys-

ical, (2) cultural, (3) biological and (4) chemical control. However, no one control is better than the other because each 
has its advantages and disadvantages. The choice of control is dependent on the specific conditions of each affected 
location such as the extent of water hyacinth infestation, regional climate, and proximity to human and wildlife.

1. Physical control:-
Physical control is performed by land based machines such as bucket cranes, draglines, or broom or by water 

based machinery such as aquatic weed harvester, dredges or vegetation shredder. Mechanical remover is seen as 
the best short –term solution to the proliferation of the plant. Another disadvantage with mechanical harvesting is that 
it can lead to further fragmentation of water hyacinths when the plants are broken up by spinning cutters of the plant 
harvesting machinery. The fragments of water hyacinth that are left behind in the water can easily reproduce asexually 
and cause another infestation. However, the practice of mechanical harvesting is not effective in large-scale infesta-
tions of the water hyacinth, because this aquatic invasive species grow much more rapidly than it can be eliminated.  
Harvesting and removal of plant material is labour intensive and expensive. A less expensive method of containing 
water hyacinth is the use of floating barriers that can contain the weed in a small area. Dredges, which drag plants into 
river banks, are effective if the material is allowed to dry and then burned.

2. Cultural control: - 
(i) Nutrient run-off into infested water ways should be minimized. (ii)Drainage or reduction of water levels can 

also reduce the area of water hyacinth plants. (iii)Salty water is to be introduced to infested water ways.
3.  Biological control:- 
Because of E. crassipes invasiveness, several biological agents have been released to control it:-

Sl. Common Name Scientific Name Description
1. Weevil Neochetina bruchi It eats mainly stem tissue.
2. Weevil Neochetina eichhorniae It eats mainly stem tissue.
3. Weevil  (water hya-

cinth borer)
Sameodes albiguttalis They also carry microorganisms that can be patho-

logical to the water hyacinth. These weevils eat stem 
tissue, which results in a loss of buoyancy for the 
plant which will eventually sink.

4. Moth Niphograpta  albiguttalis It causes a substantial reduction in water hyacinth 
production; it reduces plant height, weight, root length 
and makes the plant produce fewer daughter plants.

5. Moth Xubida infusellus It checks the growth of plant.
6. Fungus Cercospora rodmanii It hampers the proper growth of the plant.
7. Bacteria Azatobacter chroococcum A nitrogen fixing bacteria is concentrated around the 

bases of the petioles, but the bacteria do not fix ni-
trogen unless the plant is suffering extreme N-defi-
ciency.

8. Plant hopper Megamelus scutellaris It is a small plant hopper insect act as a biological 
control insect for the invasive water hyacinth species. 
The insect is highly host specific and will not pose 
a threat to any other plant population other than the 
targeted water hyacinth.

9. Fish (Chinese 
grass carp)

Ctenopharyngo idella Tilapia 
melanopleura Tilapia mossa-
mbica

These creatures check the plant in a great extent.

10. Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius Water hyacinth is a good food source of hippopota-
mus.

4. Chemical control:-
The use of chemical herbicides is only used in case of severe infiltration of water hyacinth. The chemical regula-

tion of water hyacinth can be done using common herbicides such as 2, 4-D, Glyphosate and Diquat. The herbicides 
are sprayed on the water hyacinth leaves and leads to direct changes to the physiology of the plant.

2,4-D: The use of herbicide known as 2,4-D leads to the death of water hyacinth through inhibition of cell growth 
of new tissue and cellular apoptosis. It can take almost  a two week period before mats of water hyacinth are destroyed 
with 2,4-D.

Glyphosate:- For the herbicide glyphosate, it has low toxicity than the other herbicides, therefore, it takes longer 
for the water hyacinth mats to be destroyed about three weeks. The symptoms include steady wilting of the plants and 
a yellow discolouration of the plant leaves that eventually leads to plant decay.

Diquat:- The herbicide known as diquat is a liquid bromide salt that can rapidly penetrate the leaves of the water 
hyacinth and lead to immediate inactivity of plant cells and cellular process.

5. NATURAL CONTROL: - 
Water hyacinth leaves are killed by frost and salt water. Water hyacinth do not grow when the average salinity is 

greater than 15 percent that of sea water. In brackish water, its leaves show epinasty and chlorosis and eventually die.
CONCLUSION:-
As an agrarian country, our main concern is to produce more food and other agricultural products to feed the 

ever-increasing population  of our country as well as providing basic amenities to them. In the way of that whatever the 
hurdles will come, it is necessary to remove (solve) that. Water hyacinth which was brought in our country as ornamen-
tal plant, now it becomes a problematic weed in crop field, especially it is becoming a serious menace in flooded rice 
fields, considering reducing the yield. It competes with other micro flora and fauna in the aquatic ecosystem especially 
a hurdle in fish production, major constraint in canal, pond and river water irrigation as well as reduces the quality of 
irrigation water, though the water hyacinth has the several disadvantages out of agricultural activities also. The primary 
objective of water hyacinth management is to maintain the stability of an ecosystem. To do this job satisfactorily, the 
major eco-friendly approaches are mechanical control, application of anti-transpirant materials, proper use of allelopa-
thy potential and biological control that ranged from partial to highly successful. The best method of controlling water 
hyacinth is to prevent it from being introduced into a freshwater system. This can be done by educating the people 
about the problems. 

Chandra Kumar Singh, S.M.S (Agronomy)
K.V.K, Tawang

Water Hyacinth: A Serious Threat to Agriculture

PASIGHAT, March 17: 
As per the direction of the Election 
Commission of India (ECI), East 
Siang DEO Tayi Taggu on Sunday, 
March 17 held a consultative meet-
ing in his office chamber with the 
representatives of various political 
parties, wherein the party representa-
tives were briefed on election model 
code of conduct, election expenditure 
monitoring and nomination process 
etc. The DEO advised the political 
parties to follow the rules and guide-
lines laid down for smooth conduct of 
the election.

Taggu during media briefing 
this evening also informed that the 
district is fully prepared and set to 
conduct the ensuing polls error-free. 
2nd phase of training for polling per-

sonnel of East Siang commenced on 
March- 16 and 17 and they were im-
parted hands-on training on handling 
of electronic voting machine (EVM) 
and VVPAT by the district level mas-
ter trainers, he added.

Taggu advised government 
officials to discharge duties and re-
sponsibilities with utmost sincerity 
and asked them to get their doubts 
cleared, if any, during their phase 
wise trainings.

In the meantime, the DEO 
along with Supdt. of Police SK Sing-
hal, Sector Magistrates and Sec-
tor Police Officers on Saturday and 
Sunday (Mar-16 & 17) visited all 18 
critical polling stations of the district 
and took stock of the assured facili-
ties in those polling stations fall under 

37th Pasighat West, 38th Pasighat 
East and 39th Mebo Assembly con-
stituencies. During his inspection, the 
DEO interacted with the Gaon Buras 
and gave them necessary instruction 
to conduct upcoming simultaneous 
elections in a peaceful and transpar-
ent manner. 

Attending the consultative 
meeting this evening, SP Singhal 
sought cooperation from all political 
party representatives in particular 
and the society as a whole to ensure 
smooth conduct of the election with 
an assurance that police personnel 
would be very cooperative and help-
ful during their duties. He asked the 
political parties to follow the guide-
lines framed by the ECI to avoid fu-
ture complications. 

DEO holds consultative meeting 
with various political parties NIRJULI, March 17: 

A team of the Naharlagun police, led 
by OC Inspector Krishendu Dev, ar-
rested three burglars on Sunday, 
March 17.

The arrested burglars have 
been identified as Maru Takam (20), 
of Kra Daadi district, Rikam Nabam 
Hina (19), of Sagalee, and Sagar 
alias Arjun Sarkar (21), of Bihpuriya 

(Assam).
The police team recovered 10 

stolen LPG cylinders, gold and silver 
jewellery worth lakhs of rupees, a lap-
top, a mobile handset, and a TV from 
their possession.

“The trio used to survey and 
select the house where the owner 
used to stay outside during daytime. 
After selecting a particular target, 

one of them used to break the door 
and steal the valuable items from the 
house in daylight, using a car (AR-01-
E-5560) to transport the stolen arti-
cles,” the police informed.

“They would then post the sto-
len articles on their Facebook profile 
(ID Cas Key) and sell those items to 
online customers,” said an official re-
lease.

3 burglars arrested, stolen items recovered

ITANAGAR, March 17: 
New India Literacy Program Assess-
ment Test 2023-24, under Padhna 
Likhna Abhiyan was conducted on 
March 17 at  OJU Welfare Associa-
tion and Arunachal Pradesh Women 
Welfare Society( APWWS) centre 
Naharlagun.

The Padhna Likhna Abhiyan 
mainly focuses on complete eradica-
tion of illiteracy from India by provid-
ing basic literacy.

At OWA, the assessment test 
was facilitated by Ms. Binny Yachu 
as Centre Superintendent, Mr Kush 
Moyà and Mr Hura Choi Tarh as in-
vigilators.

At APWWS Naharlagun Cen-
tre, Kani Nada Maling, President 
APWWS facilitated the assessment 
test.

Tori Gadi APO and DLMA/
DCL-AE ICR informed that most of 
the adult learners are women ven-

India Literacy program assessment 
test 2023-24 conducted

dors who have missed their formal 
education earlier.

Altogether, 26 candidates from 

OWA Naharlagun and 12 from APW-
WS Naharlagun centre appeared for 
the assessment test.
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ZIRO, March 18: 
The District Election Officer for Lower 
Subansiri and Keyi Panyor Districts 
Vivek H.P, briefed the representatives 
of major political parties on Model Code 
of Conduct (MCC) and do’s and don’ts 
for conduct of smooth and peaceful 
elections at the twin districts.

During a briefing session at 
the Golden Jubilee Hall of District 
Secretariat here on Monday, March 
18, the DEO made a detailed presen-
tation and briefed the representatives 
of the BJP, INC, NPP, PPA and NCP 
on the MCC, the do’s and don’ts and 
also presented them with hand outs of 
Election Commission  of India guide-
lines.

The DEO informed that the 

defacement of public properties and 
premises will be cleared by the flying 
squads and urged the political parties 
to make the task easier by removing 
their posters and banners from pub-
lic places. The DEO also explained 
the rules and regulations of expendi-
ture monitoring and the compliances 
needed from the political parties.

The DEO further informed that 
the nomination process for the con-
testing candidates would start from 
20th to 27th March in between 11 am 
to 3 pm, scrutiny on 28th, last date for 
withdrawal of candidature on 29th, 
and finalization of the candidates on 
30th March.  

While informing of a series of 
orders issued  in view of the MCC, 

the DEO informed it was mandatory 
for publisher of any election pamphlet 
or poster to mention the name of the 
editor, direction to the HGBs and GBs 
to refrain from participating in elec-
tion campaigning, prohibition on use 
of loudspeaker for public meeting for 
electioneering purpose, carrying of 
firearms, sharp edged lethal weapons 
in public places and deposit of fire-
arms at the nearest police station by 
27th March, order for closure of Arms 
shops in the districts, and prohibition 
of misuse of public property and public 
space by any political party or candi-
date in the twin districts.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Lower Subansiri SP Keni Bagra 
and election officials. 

DEO LSD and Keyi Panyor briefs 
political parties for peaceful poll

YUPIA, March 16:
The 2nd phase training of Presiding 
Officers and first Polling Officials is 
underway at Administrative Training 
Institute, Naharlagun.

 The four days training stats 
from 16thMarch to 19thMarch seeks 
to ensure that election officials are 
prepared to conduct fair, transparent, 

and efficient elections.
Besides minutely covering the 

duties and responsibilities of the Pre-
siding and polling officials, hands on 
training on VVPAT and EVMs; special 
sessions are being held to sensitized 
the officials  about Disability Etiquette 
and the initiatives taken by ECI to fa-
cilitate PWD voters on poll day.

Nodal Officer for training EAC 
Dana Unna requested the trainees to 
attend the sessions with utmost dili-
gence.

A similar 4 day training from 
16th March to 19thMarch is also be-
ing conducted simultaneously for 2nd, 
3rd and 4th polling officials at Shikha 
Bhavan, Papunallah.

Training for Presiding Officers and 
Polling Officials begins 

ZIRO, March 15: 
A comprehensive research study to 
find out the causes of rising stom-
ach cancer in Arunachal Pradesh 
and Ziro Valley in particular will be 
jointly undertaken by State Cancer 
Society of Arunachal Pradesh in 
collaboration with Dr. B. Borooah 
Cancer Institute Guwahati, NIPER 
Guwahati, IIT Guwahati, RGU and 
TCC TRIHMS.

This was the outcome of the 
meeting held on Friday, March 15 
at official chamber of Lower Sub-
ansiri Deputy Commissioner Vivek 
HP and other stakeholders. 

The meeting was attended 
by Dr. Ashok Kr. Das, Professor 
Head and Neck Oncology, Dr. B. 
Borooah Cancer Institute Guwa-
hati, Dr. Abhijit Talukdar, Associ-
ate Professor and Head Surgical 
Oncology, BBCI Guwahati, Dr. M. 
Asghar, Prof & Head Anthropol-
ogy Department, RGU, Dr. Hage 
Sonia and Dr. Rubu Sunku, Radia-
tion Oncologists of Tertiary Cancer 
Centre, TRIHMS. 

The meeting is a follow up of 
the Cancer Screening and Aware-
ness Camp held from 6 to 8 Octo-
ber last year at Ziro by State Can-
cer Society of Arunachal Pradesh 
under the supervision of the then 
Special Secretary Health Vivek 
HP and the concept and idea to 
take up the etiological study was 
suggested by him during the said 
camp.

Dr. Ashok Kr. Das, Profes-
sor Head and Neck Oncology, Dr. 
B. Borooah Cancer Institute Gu-
wahati informed that the incidence 
of gastric cancer is very high in 
Arunachal Pradesh particularly 
in Ziro Plateau. The cause of this 
high incidence is unknown, but it is 
presumed that multiple factors no-
tably dietary factors, prevalence of 
pathogens in the stomach, tobacco 
use, presence of heavy metals in 

food and water besides genetic 
causes are responsible for the high 
incidence of the disease.

Dr. Das also explained that 
the interplay of these risk factors 
aggravates the situation. ‘In order 
to formulate effective intervention 
strategies, it is imperative to under-
stand the prevalence of these risk 
factors, the cumulative exposure of 
individuals, and the community to 
these risk factors, and the stage by 
stage change caused by these risk 
factors which ultimately lead to ma-
lignant transformation of the gas-
tric mucosa. With this knowledge, 
it will be possible to formulate ap-
propriate intervention strategies to 
mitigate this risk’, he informed.

 Explaining the modus op-
erandi of the upcoming research 
work, Dr. Das informed the re-
search proposal aims to integrate 
community participation in imple-
menting the program at every step. 
‘It will be conducted within prede-
fined geographic boundary of a few 
target villages in Ziro Valley from 
which the highest number of gas-
tric cancers have been reported, 
and attempt to involve the whole 
population aged between 20 to 
65 years within these boundaries’. 
‘The concept and plan will be con-
veyed to people through multiple 
group meetings and discussions 
involving civic bodies and district 
administration. ‘The entire proc-
ess will be clearly explained to the 
participants and their concerns will 
also be addressed. Only the in-
formed voluntary participation will 
be accepted and the findings from 
the ongoing study will be ethically 
shared without reservations with 
the community at every step’, he 
explained.

Dr. Das further explained 
that the methodology adopted will 
be a cross-sectional study of the 
population followed by a longitu-

dinal study to identify the effect of 
interventions, and also to monitor 
people under high risk. 

‘In the first phase, par-
ticipants will be screened using 
endoscopy and mucosal biopsy 
for histopathology and microbial 
study (BBCI and TCC TRIHMS). 
Approximately 100 such screen-
ing camps will be conducted over 
36 months of the project covering 
6000 to 10000 people. In parallel, 
food habits will be recorded to as-
sess food frequency exposure (by 
RGU). Different food items and wa-
ter will be sampled and analyzed at 
NIPER Guwahati for carcinogens’. 

‘After collating data and 
statistical analysis to derive cause 
consequence relationships, prob-
able intervention strategies will be 
devised and shared with the com-
munity for adoption’ (All Institutes 
and State Administration). 

‘During the second phase, 
the quality and extent of adoption 
will be monitored, and individuals 
at high risk (approximate number 
anticipated to be 200-300) will be 
followed up clinically with periodic 
yearly endoscopy’ (State Cancer 
Society and TRIHMS). 

‘If found to be successful, 
these interventions will result in 
gradual decrease in gastric can-
cers which will be fully evident and 
stable in twenty years. It is also 
expected that many of the same 
factors are responsible for the high 
gastric cancer incidences in rest of 
Arunachal Pradesh, and the same 
interventions will be effective in 
bringing down this number’. 

‘The tentative cost of the 
research work is Rs 450 Lakhs 
spread over 36 months which in-
cludes two video-endoscopy units 
for Gyati Takka General Hospital, 
Ziro. The proposal under prepara-
tion will be submitted to ICMR for 
consideration’, informed Dr.Das. 

Comprehensive research work to be undertaken 
to unearth rising prevalence of cancer in AP

NATIONAL FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 2024
The Arunachal Age5

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

RURAL WORKS DIVISION, ITANAGAR(A.P). 
Notice Inviting Tender  

No. EE/RWD/ITA/TENDER/02/2023-24  Dated the Itanagar on 14th March7024 

The Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division, Itanagar on behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh invites 
sealed items rate tender in two bid system from the approved and eligible registered firms/contractor with appropri-
ates Classes of CPWD/APPWD/BRO/NBCC/NEEPCO/ NHPC & Other Public Sector Enterprises for the following 
works. 
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 1.The Tender documents shall be issued only on production of register of appropriate class of firm/contractor 
with domicile certificate(As per Arunachal Pradesh District based entrepreneur and professionals (Incentives Devel-
opment and promotional) Act 2020, Act No. 07 of 2020.) and on payment of cost of Tender documents in the shape 
of DD (Non-refundable) in favour of the undersigned payable at SBI Itanagar along with application in respective 
firms pad ,Valid firm Registration and PRC/Domicile certificate, NOC from Apex Bank. Incase of PA Holder,authorize 
letter should be enclosed with the application. 
 2. The Tender papers can be purchased from the office of the Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division, 
Itanagar from 15-03-2024 to 23 -03-2024 day in between 1000hrs to 1600hrs, on every working day except on 
Sunday and public Holidays. 
 3. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) @ 1% of the Tender value in form of STDR/FDR of schedule bank 
guaranteed by the Reserve Bank of India in favour of the Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division , Itanagar must 
be accompany with tender, otherwise the tender documents will be summarily rejected. 
 4. The proposed construction site is located within Itanagar ICR. Therefore, it is compulsory for the bidder, at 
his own cost, responsibility and risk to visit, examine and familiarize himself with the site of works and its surround-
ings including source of Soil, water,Aggregate etc. before submitting the bid. 

 5. The pre-bid meeting will be held on 20-03-2024 at 1200hrs at Chief Engineer(W/Z), RWD,Itanagar, Con-
ference hall, however non-attendence at the pre-bid meeting will not be a cause for disqualification of a bidder. 
 The undersigned reserved the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof. 

Sd/- Executive Engineer 
Rural Works Division 

Itanagar DIPR/ARN-10770-71/2023

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

ITANAGAR 
LMD-13011/9/2024 Dated Itanagar the 10th February 2024

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION 

( ISSUED UNDER SECTION 11 (1) OF THE RIGHT TO FAIR COMPENSATION & TRANS-
PARENCY IN LAND ACQUISITION, REHABILITATION & RESETTLEMENT ACT, 2013 ) 

 WHEREAS, the power and function of the appropriate authority under the Right of Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act’2013 vest in the Governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh which shall be exercised and discharged by him within the state. 
 WHEREAS, the Requiring Body, SIB, has sent a requisition vide no. nil Dated 02/05/2023 for acquisition of 
land to an extent of 3000.00 Sqm at Cheemakarpola and another 3000.00 Sqm at Kharsangla for the establishment 
of SIB outpost. 
 WHEREAS, it appears to the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh that the land is likely to be needed at the local-
ity more fully described in the schedule below for the establishment of SIB outpost for an area measuring 3000.00 
Sqm located at Cheemakarpola and another 3000.00 Sqm at Kharsangla under Jemeithang Circle in Tawang Dis-
trict, Arunachal Pradesh. It is hereby notified that land in the locality/localities in the schedule below is likely to be 
acquired for the above said purpose at the expenses of requiring body. Further, the Deputy Commissioner, Tawang 
District, Tawang vide his letter No. TLR-76/95-96 Dated 11th December’ 2023 has informed that the number of 
families likely to be resettled due to the proposed land acquisition is nil and as such publication of summary of the 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement scheme is not required and the said locations are already under occupation of SIB 
for the last many years. 
 NOW THEREFORE, this notification is made under the provisions of section 11(1) of the Right to Fair Com-
pensation & Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation & Resettlement Act, 2013 to all whom so ever it may 
concern. 
 The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh hereby also authorizes the officers and officials for the time being en-
gage for the said purpose with their servant and workman to enter upon and survey any land and to do all other acts 
in pursuance of the provision of section 12 of the above said Act. 
 Under Section 11(4) of the Act. no person shall make any transaction or cause any transaction of land i.e., 
sale/ purchase/ gift, specified in the preliminary notification or create any encumbrances on such land from the date 
of publication of this notification without prior approval of the collector. 
 Any person interest in the said land and whomsoever has any objection to the acquisition of the said land, 
may within 30 (Thirty) days from the date of publication of this notification provided under section-15 of the Act, file 
such objection in writing before the Deputy Commissioner, Tawang District, Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh. 
 The plan of the land may be inspected at the Land Management Branch, DC’s office, Tawang. 

 SCHEDULE OF LANDS 
SPECIFICATION OF LAND 

Road District & 
Sub- Division 

Location Area to be ac-
quired in (Sqm) 
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Cheemakarpol 3000.00 Sqm
North : Common land of Kharman 

South : Road 
East : Common land of Kharman 
West: Common land of Kharman  

2. Kharsangla 3000.00 Sqm
North :  Road

South : Common land of Kharman
East : Common land of Kharman 
West: Common land of Kharman  

 

Sd/-(A.K.Singh), IAS 
Secretary (Land Management) 

Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh 
Itanagar. DIPR/ ARN-10781-82/2023

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULTURE 
KRISHI BHAWAN NAHARLAGUN  

NO.AGRI/MKT-227/2023-24 Dated: Naharlagun, the 14th Mar’ 2024 

ADVERTISEMENT  
 In continuance to the approval of Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh vide NO.AGRI/MKT-227/2023- 24 Dtd. 27th 
Sept’ 2023, proposals/applications under Phase-II of Atma Nirbhar Khadya Yojana is hereby invited from interested 
Farmers Producer Company (FPC), Farmers Producers Organisation (FPOs), Self Help Groups for setting up of 
Collection & Aggregation Centre and Micro Processing Unit under in Arunachal Pradesh. 
 • The applicant shall have land (owned/leased) for setting up of Collection & Aggregation Centre and Micro 
Processing Unit to process various agriculture and horticulture product(s) from Arunachal Pradesh. 
 • Financial assistance shall be provided in the form of Credit up to Rs. 45.00 Lakhs (Maximum cap) or 75% 
of the total project cost whichever is less for Eligible Projects. The sanctioned amount shall be disbursed in phased 
mode. 
 • Application and relevant documents may be obtained from Office of the Chief Executive Officer, Arunachal 
Pradesh Agriculture Marketing Board, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Krishi Bhawan, Naharlagun from (Date). 
 • The last date for receipt of application along with Project Proposal/ Detailed Project Report and other rel-
evant documents against this advertisement is on or before 1600 hrs. of 3rd April’ 2024. Application form and other 
details may be obtained online from “www.apamb.in”. 

Eligible Projects:  
 1) Micro Food processing in Agriculture & Allied sectors. 
 2) Primary processing units such a sorting, grading, drying, packaging etc. 
 3) Secondary Processing units such as Canning, Juice & concentrates, beverages, Jam/Jelly, candies, oil 
and edible extraction etc. 
 4) Collection and Aggregation centres 
 5) Other projects deemed fit by the Project Sanctioning Committee. (Beneficiaries must provide the details 
of the source of raw materials.) 

Sd/- (Okit Palling)
Chief Executive Officer, APAMB,

Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh
NaharlagunDIPR/ARN-10789-92/2023

Supreme Court’s 9-judge constitution bench reserves verdict in mineral tax case
NEW DELHI, MAR 14:
A nine-judge constitution 
bench of the Supreme Court 
on Thursday reserved its ver-
dict on a batch of petitions on 
crucial issues of whether roy-
alty on minerals is a tax and 
if taxes levied additionally by 
states were legally permis-
sible, observing that states 
rich in natural resources con-
tinued to be poor.

“The reality today is 
that states which have the 
mineral resources are the 
poorer states and people 
(companies) are going from 
outside and exploiting min-
erals,” observed the bench 

headed by Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y 
Chandrachud.

The union govern-
ment and mining companies 
have opposed giving states 
the power to tax minerals, 
arguing that major minerals 
were unevenly distributed 
across states with some hav-
ing substantial quantities of 
minerals like coal, iron ore, 
bauxite and manganese as 
compared to others having 
little or no major mineral re-
sources. The Centre also 
reasoned that states rich 
in minerals could impose 
heavy taxes on minerals, 

raising their price, increas-
ing imports and affecting the 
economy.

Senior advocate 
Rakesh Dwivedi, who ap-
peared for Jharkhand, re-
sponded to the bench’s ob-
servation. “This is the ques-
tion the court must ask. That 
why is it that people in states 
rich in minerals are poor 
despite 75 years of inde-
pendence. States also have 
to answer that. But uneven 
distribution of minerals is a 
boon, not a bane.”

Dwivedi said the 
uneven distribution of min-
erals has led to trade and 

commerce in India and the 
mobility of persons from one 
place to another. “Our eco-
nomic unity is built on this 
differential distribution which 
is being decried by the Cen-
tre as if states are hellbent 
on destabilising the Centre. 
The states constitute India. 
They are Bharat. We have 
surrendered our powers will-
ingly because we felt that the 
country must unite and now 
we are being told that you 
are acting to destabilise.”

The bench, also 
comprising justices Hri-
shikesh Roy, AS Oka, BV 
Nagarathna, JB Pardiwala, 

Manoj Misra, Ujjal Bhuyan, 
Satish Chandra Sharma and 
Augustine George Masih, 
asked: “Until actual extrac-
tion of mineral takes place, is 
it possible that the right to the 
land surface rests with one 
government (state) and right 
to minerals rests with another 
government (Centre).”

The Centre has ar-
gued that under Entry 54 of 
Union List, it has exclusive 
control over mines and min-
erals and in exercise of this 
power, Parliament enacted 
the Mines and Minerals (De-

velopment and Regulation) 
Act, 1957 which takes away 
the state’s power to tax in 
this field. It is under this Act 
that the royalty is fixed by the 
Centre but it goes into the 
state’s coffers.

Dwivedi also re-
sponded to the arguments of 
mining companies which op-
pose tax by states. He said, 
“Look at who is complaining, 
Vedanta, Adani, Ambani, and 
Tata. They are trying to paint 
disaster and doomsday if 
states will be allowed to im-
pose tax. Unless they pro-

duce their balance sheets, 
they should not be heard to 
say some disaster is in the 
offing. They are worried their 
profits will come down.”

The Centre sum-
marised its arguments be-
fore the court. “Minerals be-
ing the building block of any 
nation, represent a key sec-
tor for development and reg-
ulation at the federal level. 
The centrally regulated fixa-
tion of the amount to be lev-
ied by the state government 
ensures the uniformization 
of the price regime. The said 

uniformisation, apart from 
being in larger economic 
interest for the nation, also 
serves as a key tool for ra-
tionalisation of the utilization 
and usage of the mineral in 
general.”

The bench allowed 
solicitor general Tushar 
Mehta to present a brief 
written note on the Cen-
tre’s arguments and permit-
ted senior advocate Harish 
Salve. appearing for mining 
companies, to file a short 
note to rebut any additional 
point raised by Dwivedi.
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PASIGHAT, March 18: 
East Siang District Election Officer 
(DEO) Tayi Taggu on Monday, March 
18 instructed the Magistrates and 
nodal officers to take steps for the 
conduct of elections in a fair manner 
and strictly comply with the guide-
lines of the Election Commission of 
India (ECI).

Addressing the officers of 
EEM, DEMC, VVT, VST, SST, FS, 
and MCMC teams on Monday 
evening at the office conference hall 
Taggu asserted that Model Code of 
Conduct (MCC) during the ensuing 
poll process was crucial and at no 
point of time should the officials con-
cerned be complacent in implement-
ing it. The DEO said focus should be 

laid on curbing the flow of money and 
liquor etc for which the district-level 
teams should be on high alert. 

The DC cum DEO called for 
prompt action against those violat-
ing the MCC and other rules and 
regulations of the ECI. He directed 
all officers to take appropriate steps 
to ensure free, fair and transparent 
conduct of the ensuing simultane-
ous Lok Sabha and Bidhan Sabha 
elections. Posters, graffiti, banners, 
cutouts in public places should be 
cleared within 24 hours. Political ac-
tivities are banned in temples and 
religious places. All types of tenders 
and transfers are prohibited; he said 
adding that political gatherings and 
functions should be allowed only af-

ter the applications submitted seek-
ing permission to hold political meet-
ings and ceremonies and would be 
reviewed and disposed of immedi-
ately as per rules.

SP Dr. Sachin Kumar Singhal 
shared his views and suggestions 
and the meeting was also attended 
by the APS Pankaj Lamba and oth-
ers were present.

Meanwhile official sources 
informed that the Town Magistrate 
Sanjay Taram along with DySP and 
police team today seized a cash 
amount of Rs. 1,00,000/- (One lakh), 
IMFL liquor amounting Rs. 2,400/- 
(two thousand and four hundred) and 
one 112 Bore SBBL gun and one .22 
Rifle.

Ensure strict compliance 
with ECI guidelines

There should be no space for complacency: Says DEO

YINGKIONG, March 18:  
In connection with announcement 
of Simultaneous General Election 
to Lok Sabha and State Assembly 
of Arunachal Pradesh’2024 Deputy 
Commissioner-cum- DEO Upper 
Siang convened a all Political par-
ties meeting at his office chambers 
on Monday March 18.

While interacting with the rep-
resentatives of various political par-
ties DEO Hage Lailang briefed the 
representatives on Poll prepared-
ness in the Upper Siang to conduct 
election free, fair and peaceful man-
ner in the district. He informed them 
about the enforcement of model 
code of conduct, EVM randomiza-
tion, composition of polling parties, 

District Control Centre (DCC) and 
Permission Cell, No of Polling sta-
tions, documents required during 
voting, voter information slip and 
voter guide, publication of criminal 
antecedents of candidates, ban on 
engaging below 14 in campaign ac-
tivities, public nuisance, ECI guide-
lines to political parties during nomi-
nation and counting etc.

The DEO Lailang also re-
quested the political parties to con-
duct eco friendly election and refrain 
from using Single Use Plastics in 
election campaign activities. 

Lailang also informed that as 
ECI directions Women Polling Stations 
have been set up at Halleng and Bomi 
villages and Youth Polling stations at 

Bishing, Mayung and Peki Modi.
Political Parties representa-

tives from Bhartiya Janta Party 
(BJP), Arunachal Democratic Party 
(ADP) and National People’s Party 
(NPP) attended the meeting. Among 
others present was ADC (Hq) Oli 
Perme, ERO (Eln) Rajiv Chiduni, 
TO-cum –NO (Expenditure) Pema 
Tsering 

Earlier, in the morning hours 
DC-Cum-DEO Hage Lailang also 
chaired a meeting with all Nodal Of-
ficers to review Poll preparedness 
and directed all officers to remain 
vigilant and focus on respective as-
signed duties and responsibilities for 
smooth conduct of election process 
in the district.

DC held meeting regarding election preparedness

KHONSA, March 18: 
District Level Monitoring Committee 
Meeting for Bio Medical Waste Man-
agement was held in Tirap District 
under the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner, Ira Singhal, Tirap 
district, Khonsa, on 18th March at 
the DC's Chamber.

DC Tirap in the meeting spoke 
about the future scopes for manage-
ment of BMWM in an environment-
efficient way and the introduction of 
the latest technologies to deal with 
the problem of Bio-Medical waste. 

She directed to repair of the 
old incinerator and its temporary fic-
tionalization until an alternate way 

for Bio-Medical waste disposal with 
the least environmental impact is 
found. 

Power department to upgrade 
the old manual cremation ground to 
an electric cremation ground and di-
rected the respective department for 
construction of two crematory sites, 
one for humans and Animals, the 
DC directed.

Earlier, the District Medical 
officer, Dr. N. Lowang, during her 
keynote address, highlighted the 
working activities and status of the 
District Bio- Medical Waste Man-
agement while District Nodal Officer 
(BMWM), Dr. Obang Taggu, pre-

sented the Power point presentation 
on Bio-Medical Waste Management 
Rules 2016, explaining the rules of 
BMWM and its Schedule were ex-
plained to the participating members 
in the meeting.

All the participatory members 
contributed their thoughts and ideas 
towards waste management activi-
ties during the meeting.

The meeting was attended by 
P. Tangha, Divisional Forest Officer, 
Er. Tai Sangkio, EE(UD&H), Er. Na-
bam Yate, AE(PHED), Dr. Wangnok 
Humchha, DVO, Dr. Tatok Gao, DR-
CHO, Dr. T. Basar, Medical Superin-
tendent GHK.

DLMC meeting for Bio Medical Waste Management held

KHONSA, March 15: 
Tirap DC Ira Singhal felicitated two 
promising sportspersons – Laatwang 
Kamhua and Nahang Sumnyan – 
here on Friday, March 15.

While Kamhua won a gold 
medal in the recently held Wushu In-
ternational Championship in Moscow, 

Russia, Sumnyan won a bronze in 
the junior boys’ category in the REC 
Eastern Talent Hunt Open Boxing 
Championship, which was held in Gu-
wahati, Assam.

The DC assured that the dis-
trict administration will extend all pos-
sible help to the sportspersons of the 

district, and urged District Sports Of-
ficer Noah Mongku to “develop indoor 
games facilities, including boxing, 
taekwondo, badminton, wushu, table 
tennis, pool games,” and such.

The parents of the duo and 
the boxing coach were present at the 
function. 

DC felicitates medal achievers of wushu and boxing
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In revised AI advisory, IT 
ministry removes 
requirement for 

government permission

MHA launches mobile 
app for applicants 
seeking citizenship 

under CAA

NEW DELHI, MAR 15:
The ministry of electronics 
and information technology 
on Friday revised its March 
1 advisory to the largest 
social media companies 
companies in the country 
on the use of artificial in-
telligence (AI), changing a 
provision that mandated in-
termediaries and platforms 
to get government permis-
sion before deploying “un-
der-tested” or “unreliable” 
AI models and tools in the 
country.

The new advisory 
issued on Friday super-
sedes the two-page note 
issued on March 1 on the 
due diligence to be car-
ried out by intermediaries 
and platforms under the 
Information Technology 
Act, 2000 and Information 
Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 
2021.

In its new form, the 
intermediaries are no lon-
ger required to submit an 
action taken-cum-status 
report either but are still 
required to comply with im-
mediate effect.

The obligations in 
the revised advisory remain 
the same but the language 
has been toned down.

In contrast to the 
point in the March 1 ver-
sion that asked platforms 
to take the government’s 
“explicit permission” before 
deploying AI models, the 
new advisory said under-
tested and unreliable AI 
models should be made 
available in India only after 
they are labelled to inform 
the users of the “possible 
inherent fallibility or unreli-
ability of the output gener-
ated”.

It also said AI mod-
els should not be used to 
share content that is un-
lawful under any Indian 
law; intermediaries “should 
ensure” that their AI models 
and algorithms do not per-
mit any bias or discrimina-
tion or threaten the integrity 
of the electoral process;

The intermediaries 
have also been advised 
to use “consent popup” or 
similar mechanisms to “ex-
plicitly inform users about 
the unreliability of the out-
put.

The new advisory 
retains MeitY’s emphasis 
on ensuring that all deep-
fakes and misinformation 
are easily identifiable. 
Thus, it has advised inter-

mediaries to either label, 
or embed the content with 
“unique metadata or identi-
fier”. Content can be in the 
form of audio, visual, text 
or audio-visual. The gov-
ernment wants the content 
to be identified “in such a 
manner that such informa-
tion may be used poten-
tially as misinformation or 
deepfake” even as it has 
not defined what a “deep-
fake” is.

MeitY also wants 
this label, metadata or 
unique identifier to identify 
content as artificially gen-
erated/modified/created, 
and that the intermediary’s 
computer resource has 
been used to make such 
modification. “Further, in 
case any changes are 
made by a user, the meta-
data should be so config-
ured to enable identifica-
tion of such user or com-
puter resource that has 
effected such change,” the 
revised advisory said.

The advisory no 
longer bears language re-
lated to “first originator”.

The communication 
has been issued to eight 
significant social media 
intermediaries, the same 
intermediaries that were 
issued the deepfakes advi-
sory in December 2023 and 
the now retracted March 1 
advisory. They are --- Fa-
cebook, Instagram, What-
sApp, Google/YouTube (for 
Gemini), Twitter, Snap, Mi-
crosoft/LinkedIn (for Ope-
nAI) and ShareChat. HT 
has learnt that no advisory 
was ever issued to Adobe. 
The advisory has also not 
been sent to Sarvam AI 
and Ola’s Krutrim AI.

The March 1 advi-
sory was sharply criticised 
with many start-up found-
ers calling it a bad move. 
Aravind Srinivas, the CEO 
of Perplexity, had called it 
a “bad move by India” in a 
post on X.

To be sure, a “plat-
form” is a term that has 
neither been used nor de-
fined in either the IT Act or 
the IT Rules, 2021. While 
the revised advisory also 
attempts to set up guard-
rails around large language 
models and AI models used 
by large social media plat-
forms, the models them-
selves are not intermedi-
aries or significant social 
media intermediaries, that 
is, social media companies 
with more than 5 million us-
ers in India.

NEW DELHI, MAR 15:
The Union Home Ministry 
on Friday launched a mo-
bile app that will allow eli-
gible people to apply for In-
dian citizenship under the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act, 2019, officials said.

Earlier, the home 
ministry launched the por-
tal for eligible people to 
apply for Indian citizenship 
under the CAA.

Earlier, the home 
ministry launched the por-
tal for eligible people to 
apply for Indian citizenship 
under the CAA.

According to a home 
ministry spokesperson, the 
application can be down-
loaded from the Google 
play store or the website 
-- indiancitizenshiponline.
nic.in.

“The ‘CAA-2019’ 
Mobile App for making 
applications under the 
Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, 2019 becomes opera-
tional,” the spokesperson 
said.

Earlier, the home 
ministry launched the por-
tal for eligible people to 
apply for Indian citizenship 
under the CAA.

The rules for imple-
mentation of the conten-
tious CAA were notified on 
Monday, paving the way for 
granting citizenship to un-
documented non-Muslim 
migrants from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghani-
stan.

After the CAA rules 
were issued, the Narendra 
Modi government will now 
start granting Indian na-
tionality to persecuted non-
Muslim migrants from the 
three countries who came 
to India till December 31, 
2014. These include Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Jains, Bud-
dhists, Parsis and Chris-
tians.

‘All previous records will be broken’: PM Modi 
ahead of Lok Sabha poll dates announcement

NEW DELHI, MAR 15:
On the eve of the Parliament poll 
dates announcement, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Friday as-
serted that the “lotus is going to 
bloom” in the southern state, and 
the BJP-led NDA would secure 
power at the Centre by surpassing 
previous records in the upcoming 
polls. He urged Kerala voters to 
convert their “substantial support” 
into votes so that the BJP wins 
seats in the double digits in the 
state.

“We are going to witness 
a grand festival of democracy 
soon. I have a firm belief that this 
time Kerala’s love for the BJP will 
translate into a huge support. I 
have a firm belief that this time all 
previous records will be broken. 
I have a firm belief that this time 
our Kerala will break the vicious 
cycle of LDF and UDF. I have a 
firm belief that this time Kerala will 
immensely support the BJP. Modi 
promises you that he will leave no 
stone unturned to develop Kera-
la,” Modi said, referring to himself 
in the third person, while address-
ing a huge meeting of the BJP-led 
NDA in this south Kerala town.

His statement came short-
ly after the Election Commission 
said it would announce the sched-

ule for the Lok Sabha polls on 
Saturday.

Reaching out to the Chris-
tian community in Kerala, crucial 
for the NDA’s victory in Lok Sabha 
constituencies classified by the 
BJP as ‘A’ category segments, 
including Pathanamthitta, Thris-
sur, and Thiruvananthapuram, 
the Prime Minister recounted his 
meeting with Pope Francis at the 
Vatican and highlighted his gov-
ernment’s successful efforts to 
rescue a priest from Kottayam 
who had been captured by ISIS 
militants in Yemen.

“In 2021 when I met His 
Holiness Pope Francis in the Vati-
can, even then I specifically men-
tioned Kerala there. He was also 
impressed by the progress be-
ing made in India. In the past 10 
years, we have worked as hard 
as possible for every community 
and region of the country…We 
brought back, through Iraq, our 
sister nurses who were stranded 
in the middle of a war. We freed 
our Christian priests who were in 
trouble and brought them back 
safely,” Modi said.

He was referring to the 
rescue of Father Tom Uzhunnalil, 
a Catholic priest from Kerala who 
was abducted in war-torn Yemen 

in 2016 and rescued from ISIS 
captivity after 18 months during a 
deadly attack on a care home in 
the port city of Aden.

In 2014, soon after the first 
Modi government came to power, 
the government had safely evac-
uated 46 Indian nurses, including 
a large number of Keralites, from 
the then strife-torn Iraq.

Amid criticism from the 
Congress and the Left in Kerala 
over recent violence against 
Christians in Manipur, Modi, in his 
speech, subtly alluded to the case 
of a Catholic priest being struck 
by a vehicle in Poonjar, Kottayam 
district last month, lamenting, 
“It’s regrettable that even church 
priests in Kerala are not immune 
to violence.”

In his address, Modi also 
projected the BJP’s prominent 
Christian face in Kerala Anil K 
Antony -- son of Congress stal-
wart and former Union Minister A 
K Antony -- who is contesting the 
parliamentary seat of Pathana-
mthitta, as a symbol of youthful-
ness.

“This is the kind of fresh-
ness that is required in Kerala pol-
itics,” Modi said, referring to Anil 
Antony who had left the Congress 
and joined the BJP last year.

The PM said that since 
Kerala had given the BJP a dou-
ble-digit vote share in the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections, he expects 
to reach a target of seats in the 
double digits from the state as 
well.

“In the last elections, the 
people of Kerala made us the 
double-digit vote percentage par-
ty. And now, our destiny of dou-
ble-digit seats here is not so far,” 
he said. “Lotus is going to bloom 
in Kerala this time.”

Modi claimed that the 
people of the state have endured 
hardships under the LDF and 
UDF governments that are alleg-
edly plagued by corruption and 
incompetence. He also took a dig 
at both fronts, raking up the issue 
of gold smuggling through diplo-
matic channels under LDF rule 
and the solar panel scam under 
the previous UDF rule.

Modi claimed that the peo-
ple would benefit only if the cycle 
of consecutive LDF, UDF govern-
ments is broken as they are alleg-
edly only focused on vote-bank 
politics. The PM also contended 
that the thinking and ideology of 
both the LDF and the UDF are 
outdated and in sharp contrast to 
the progressiveness and forward-

thinking of the people of Kerala. 
He also said that both the LDF and 
UDF governments have turned a 
blind eye to the struggles of rub-
ber planters.

He said that amid all the 
efforts by the central government 
for the development of Kerala, it 
is also important that the correct 
views and opinions of the people 
of the state reach the Centre.

“If we have BJP MPs here, 
it would be easier for people to 
communicate their views to the 
Centre and for the implementa-
tion of central projects here. The 
schemes and projects that the 
people of Kerala need can be 
communicated even better to the 
Centre through the BJP MPs,” 
Modi said.

“It is ‘Modiyude Guaran-
tee’,” he added.

The Prime Minister began 
his speech by chanting “Swamiye 
Saranamayyappa” as the famous 
hill shrine of Lord Ayyappa in 
Sabarimala is located in Pathana-
mthitta district.

The Prime Minister also 
extended advanced Easter wish-
es to all.

“It reminds us of the prin-
ciples of Jesus Christ. I wish you 
all a happy Easter,” he said.

Sl 
No Name of Work Tender Value EMD

Period of 
completion

Last date of 
submission of 

Bid

Time and date 
of bid opening

Cost of 
Tender 
Paper

Class of 
Contractor Remark

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1

C/o Land Protection Work 
at Doodharsan Colony, 
Itanagar.

Package No:
WRD/ITA/NIT-11/2024

Rs.1,97,00,000.00

Rs. 1,97,000.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 3,94,000.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve) 
Months

25.03.2024 
upto 

1000 hrs

25.03.2024 at
1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

2

C/o Land Protection
wall at Lower Chimpu, 
Itanagar.

Package No:
WRD/ITA/NIT-12/2024

Rs.3,46,50,000.00

Rs. 3,46,500.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 6,93,000.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve) 
Months

25.03.2024 
upto 

1000 hrs

25.03.2024 at
1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- II and III

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

3

C/o Road from NH-414 to 
Akam Apa Colony
Chimpu, Itanagar
Package No:
WRD/ITA/NIT-13/2024

Rs.1,97,00,000.00

Rs. 1,97,000.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 3,94,000.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve) 
Months

25.03.2024 
upto 

1000 hrs

25.03.2024 at
1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

4

C/o Retaining and
Protection walls for Sec-
tor Roads in Ward No.05, 
Itanagar.

Package No:
WRD/ITA/NIT-14/2024

Rs.2,08,82,000.00

Rs. 2,08,820.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 4,17,640.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve) 
Months

25.03.2024 
upto 

1000 hrs

25.03.2024 at
1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

5

C/o Protection Wall
along Yangfo Nallah at 
Doni Colony, Itanagar.

Package No:
WRD/ITA/NIT-15/2024

Rs. 78,80,000.00

Rs.78,800.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 1,56,600.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve) 
Months

25.03.2024 
upto 

1000 hrs

25.03.2024 at
1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class-Ill and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

6

C/o Storm water drainage 
at Chimi, Ganga Village 
under CDA.

Package No: WRD/ITA/
NIT-16/2024

Rs.1,47,75,000.00

Rs. 1,47,750.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 2,95,500.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve)
Months

25.03.2024 
upto

1000 hrs
25.03.2024 at 

1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

7

C/o Restoration work of 
Ganga River in front of 
Power House Senki Park, 
Itanagar.
Package No: WRD/ITA/
NIT-17/2024

Rs.1,47,68,000.00

Rs. 1,47,680.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 2,95,60.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve)
Months

25.03.2024 
upto

1000 hrs

25.03.2024 at 
1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

8

C/o Flood Protection work at 
Khula Nallah near Panchali 
Itanagar (Phase-III)

Package No: WRD/ITA/
NIT-18/2024

Rs. 98,50,000.00

Rs. 95,500.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 1,97,000.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve)
Months

25.03.2024 
upto

1000 hrs
25.03.2024 at 

1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

9

C/o Protection wall at Modi 
Rijo, Itanagar

Package No: WRD/ITA/
NIT-19/2024

Rs. 68,95 ,000.00

Rs. 68,950.00 (for 
APST) 

Rs. 1,37,900.00 (for 
non APST

12(Twelve)
Months

25.03.2024 
upto

1000 hrs
25.03.2024 at 

1100 hrs Rs. 2500.00 Class- III and IV

Domiciled under 
13th Itanagar 
Assembly 
Constituency

1. The Tender shall be submitted in two bids Viz Technical Bid and Price Bid Each of the Bids shall be placed sealed in separate cover and submitted within stipulated time.
2. Tender documents can be purchased from The office of the Assistant Engineer, Water Resources Sub-Division, Itanagar, from 16.03.2024 on all working days on payment 

of Cost of Tender Paper in Demand Draft/Cash favoring “Executive Engineer, Water Resources Division, Itanagar “(non-refundable) upto 1200 hrs of 23.03.2024.
3. Tender paper shall be received upto 1000 Hrs on 25.03.2024 at the Conference Hall of the Chief Engineer (P & D), Water Resources Department, Chimpu, Itanagar and 

shall be opened on the same day at 1100 hrs in presence of intending contractors or their authorized representatives.
4. The earnest money should be deposited to any scheduled Bank and receipt of treasury challan/deposit at Call receipt of schedule bank/demand draft of a scheduled bank 

guaranteed by the Reserve Bank of India issued in favour of Executive Engineer, Water Resources Division, Itanagar should accompany the Tender Documents.
      The Tender papers without earnest money shall be summarily rejected.
5. Tender Paper shall be issued only on production of the registration of firm, class of contractor and proof of having successfully executed similar type of works in hilly region 

and on production of domicile certificate of 13th Itanagar Assembly Constituency. (As per the Arunachal Pradesh District Based entrepreneur and professionals, (Incentives 
Development and promotional) act No. 05 of 2015). The undersigned reserves the right to reject any or all the Tender without assigning any reasons.

                       Sd/-Executive Engineer, 
                      Water Resources Division, 
                      Itanagar

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER: WATER RESOURCES DIVISION: ITANAGAR 

PRESS NOTICE 

 The Executive Engineer, Water Resources Division, Itanagar, Papum Pare District, Arunachal Pradesh, invites on behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh sealed 
item rate tender in CPWD Form-8 from the approved and eligible registered firms/contractors of appropriate classes as indicated domiciled within the territorial jurisdiction 
of 13th Itanagar Assembly Constituency and CD Block Borum as per the Arunachal Pradesh District Based entrepreneur and professionals, (Incentives Development and 
promotional) act No. 05 of 2015 for the Works as stated below:- 
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CAPITAL DIVISION-A,

PWD, ARUNACHAL PRADESH, ITANAGAR.
No.CDA/W-3/ASD/2023-24/8957-62 Dated Itanagar 13/03/2024

Notice Inviting Tender 

 The Executive Engineer, Capital Division-A, PWD, Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar on behalf of the Governor 
of Arunachal Pradesh invites item rate tender in single bid system from all registered contractors in Class-II & III 
categories under APPWD. Domiciled within the territorial jurisdicton of the District as per the Act No. 07 of 2020 
vide notification No. LAW/Legn-23/2020 Dated 02/11/2020 notified in Arunachal Pradesh Extra Ordinary Gazette 
vide No. 247, Vol-XXVII, dated I November 2020 for following work:-

SI. 
No

NIT No. Name of work Estimated cost 
put to Tender

Earnest Money Cost of tender 
paper

T i m e  o f 
completion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. CD-A/ASD/

N I T / 2 0 2 3 -
24/05

C/o River training wall 
at Back side of Sango 
Motors, Itanagar.

Rs. 197.25 
Lakhs

Rs. 1,97,250.00 for 
APST Rs. 3,94,500.00 
for Non APST

Rs. 2000 
Rupees (Two 

thousand) only

6 (Six) 
Months

2. CD-A/ASD/
NIT/  2023-
24/06

C/o Tribal Cultural Cen-
tre at Itanagar.

Rs. 98.53 
Lakhs

Rs .98 ,530 .00  f o r 
APST Rs.1,97,060.00 
for Non APST

Rs.1000 
Rupees (One 

thousand) only

8 (Eight) 
Months

3. CD-A/W-3/
ASD/2023-
24/ M-T-07

Extension of River train-
ing wall back side of 
Sango Motors, Itana-
gar. (Additional)

Rs. 246.31 
Lakhs

Rs.2,46,310.00 for 
APST Contractor

Rs. 2000 
Rupees (Two 

thousand) only

6 (Six) 
Months

4. CD-A/ASD/
N I T / 2 0 2 3 -
24/08

C/o Re-Carpeting from 
the first Gate Polytech-
nic to Engg. College 
Ground, Itanagar.

Rs. 98.53 
Lakhs

Rs. 98,530.00 for 
APST Rs.1,97,060.00 
for Non APST

Rs.1000 
Rupees (One 

thousand) only

6 (Six) 
Months

 
The application with cost of Tender Paper being Rupees mentioned at Column No. 6 of the above table in cash (non-
refundable) shall be received in the office of the Assistant Engineer, Assembly Sub-Division, PWD, AP, Itanagar.

Receipt of Application 
from the Bidders

Issuing of tender Paper to 
the Bidders

Date and 
TimeofPre-
Bid Meeting

Last date and time for 
submission of Techni-
cal & Financial bids

Date of Time 
of Bids open-

ing
14/03/2024 
(1100Hrs.)

16/03/2024 
(1600 Hrs.)

18/03/2024 
(1200 Hrs.)

20/03/2024 
(1600 Hrs.)

21/03/2024 
(1200 Hrs.)

23/03/20241 
(1100 to 1130 Hrs.)

23/03/2024 
(1230 Hrs.)

 
Application should be submitted along with the following documents failing which no tender paper shall be issued.
 1) A valid contractor Enlistment Certificate issued by APPWD.
 2) Proof of domicile status (PRC)
 3) A valid GST
 4) PAN Card.
 5) Original & valid NOC/NDC from MD cum CEO of Arunachal Pradesh State Co-operative Apex 
  Bank Limited.
 6) Voter ID Card issued by the CEC of Gol.
 7) An affidavit for declaration that the bidders is not engaged in more than any 2 (Two) tender works 
  under the State Govt, of A.P on or after the date of publication/uploading of NIT.

Sd/- Executive Engineer 
Capital Division-A, 
PWD, AP, Itanagar

DIPR/ARN-10750-51/2023

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ITANAGAR.
No.LMD-13011/(6)/2024  Dated Itanagar, the 7th Feb'2024.

Issued Under Sec 11(1) Read with section 40(1) of the Right to Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act’2013.

(Invoking Urgency clause)

 WHEREAS, It appear to the Governor, that a total of 64.33 Hectares (including muck disposal) of land is re-
quired at Hunli to Ithun Bridge area under Hunli Circle Lower Dibang Valley District for public purpose, for construction 
of Frontier Highway design KM 0+000 to Km 17+387 Hunii to Ithun Bridge for length of 17.387 KM by the NHIDCL.
 Total no of families are likely to be displaced due to the land acquisition will be assessed after conduct of 
Survey. The Deputy Commissioner, Roing, Lower Dibang Valley District, is appoipted as Administrator for the purpose 
of rehabilitation and resettlement of the affected families.
 Therefore , it is notified that for the above said project in the Hunli to Ithun Bridge area under Hunli Circle Lower 
Dibang Valley District a piece of land measuring 64.33 Hectares (including muck disposal) of standard measurement, 
whose detailed description is as follows, is under proposal of acquisition.

Sl.
No. 

Sur-
vey 
No.

Type of 
title

Type of 
land

Area under 
acquisition (in 

Ha/Sqmtr)

Name &         ad-
dress of person 

interested

Boundary Description

1 01 P r i v a t e / 
Community 
land

T o  b e 
a s c e r -
t a i n e d 
d u r i n g 
Survey

64.33 Hectares 
(including muck 
disposal)

PAFs of Hunli to 
Ithun Bridge area 
or as the case 
may be.

North:-Private & Community land. 
South:- Private & Community land. 
East:- Private & Community land. 
West:- Private & Community land

 This Notification is made under the provision of Section 40(1) of the Right to Fair Compensation & Transpar-
ency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act’2013. This refers to National Highways & Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Ltd. Ministry of Road Transport & Highways Govt, of India letter No. NHIDCL/RO-ITA/02/
DPR/H-I/2023-24/7053 Dated 06/12/2023.

 A plan of the land may be inspected in the office of the Deputy Commissioner/collector and DLRSO, Roing 
on any working day during the working hours.

 The Governor is please to authorized Deputy Commissioner, Roing, Lower Dibang Valley District/ NHIDCL 
and their staff to enter upon and survey land take level of any land dig or bore into the sub-soil and do all other acts 
required for proper execution of their work as provided and specified in section 12 of the said Acts.

 Under Section 11 (4) of the Acts, no person shall make any transaction of cause any transaction of land i.e 
sale/purchase etc. or create any encumbrances on such land from the date of publication of such notification without 
prior approval of the Collector.

 The Provisions of sub-Sections (1),(2) and Sub Section (3) of Section 40 of the of the Right to Fair Compensa-
tion & Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act’2013 are applicable to the acquisition 
of the aforesaid land.

 The Provisions of Chapter-ll and III and section 15 to 18 of the Act shall not apply to the Acquisition and 
declaration may be made under Section 19 in respect of the above land at any time after the date of publication of 
the preliminary notification under Sub Section (1) of Section 11;

 The Collector (Deputy Commissioner) Roing, Lower Dibang Valley District Arunachal Pradesh, though no 
award has been, may, on expiration of thirty days from the publication of the notice mentioned in Section 21, take 
possession of any land needed for the Public purpose and such land shall thereupon vest absolutely in the Govern-
ment, free from all encumbrances; and.

 No additional compensation will be required to be paid for acquisition of the above land.

 Since, the land urgently required for the project falling within the purview of Section 40(4), it has been decided 
not to carry out he social impact assessment study.

Sd/-  (A.K.Singh) IAS 
Secretary (Land Management) 

Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh
Itanagar.DIPR/ARN-10762-63/2023

President Murmu approves 
Uttarakhand UCC Bill, CM Dhami says 
‘moment of great joy and pride for all’

NEW DELHI, MAR 13:
President Droupadi Mur-
mu has approved Uttara-
khand’s Uniform Civil Code 
Bill, the government in the 
Himalayan state said on 
Wednesday.

In February the Bill, 
which seeks to “govern and 
regulate the laws related to 
marriage and divorce, suc-
cessions, live-in relation-
ships and matters related 
thereto”, was passed by 
the Assembly following a 
two-day discussion.

“Under Article 201 of 
the ‘Constitution of India’, 
the President gave assent 
to the ‘Uniform Civil Code 
Uttarakhand 2024’ Bi l l 
passed by the Uttarakhand 
Legislative Assembly, on 
11 March 2024, and it is 
published as Act Number 
3, the year 2024, of Uttara-
khand for general informa-
tion,” said the state govern-
ment in a gazette issued on 
Wednesday.

After the Bill was 
passed, the state govern-
ment formed a Rules Mak-
ing and Implementation 
Committee headed by re-
tired IAS officer and UCC 
draft committee member 
Shatrughan Singh. Other 
members of the draft com-
mittee, Surekha Dangwal 
and Manu Gaur, along with 

Uttarakhand Police ADG 
(Administration) Amit Sinha 
and Uttarakhand Resident 
Commissioner Ajay Mishra 
make up the rules com-
mittee.

While the Bill only 
defines the provisions and 
sections of the UCC, rules 
made by the committee 
will define in detail how 
the sections will be imple-
mented.

On February 24, 
the Rules Making and 
Implementation Commit-
tee had its first meeting, 
during which it formed a 
sub-committee to simplify 
the registration process 
for live-in relationships 
and marriages by offering 

services online. In its first 
meeting, the committee 
also formed two other sub-
committees—one to make 
the rules for implementing 
the UCC and the other to 
train government officials 
regarding the implementa-
tion.

The official notifica-
tion of the Act will be issued 
once the Rules Making and 
Implementation Committee 
formulates the rules.

Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami called it a 
moment of great pride and 
joy and said that as per 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision, his govern-
ment was determined to 
protect the interests of citi-

zens and maintain Uttara-
khand’s original nature.

“It is a moment of 
great joy and pride for all 
the people of the state that 
the UCC Bill passed by our 
government in the Uttara-
khand Assembly has been 
approved by the respected 
President Draupadi Murmu 
ji today. Certainly, with the 
implementation of the UCC 
in the state, along with pro-
viding equal rights to all 
citizens, the oppression of 
women will also be curbed. 
#UniformCivilCode will play 
an important role in promot-
ing harmony by proving the 
importance of social equal-
ity in the state,” he wrote on 
the X website.

After CPIM, Congress, now Amra Bangali 
opposes CAA, smells ‘larger conspiracy’

NEW DELHI, MAR 13:
Chiming in along with the 
other opponents of the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA), the Amra Ban-
gali party in Agartala on 
Wednesday said it believes 
that the implementation of 
the CAA has a larger “con-
spiracy” behind it.

The move by the 
party comes at a time when 
the CPI(M), Congress and 
tribal student organizations 
like Twipra Students Fed-
eration (TSF) have voiced 
their reservations against 
the implementation of the 
CAA.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Gouranga Rudrapal, 
state secretary of Amra 
Bangali, said, “The central 
government issued the 
CAA notification across 
the country on March 10. 
There has been much 
tension and controversy 
over the law in the last four 
years. Over 100 people 
were killed during the pro-
tests. They (centre) went 
silent on the CAA after-

wards. What is the inten-
tion of notifying this Act at 
this point, just days before 
the Parliamentary election 
is scheduled?”

Amra Bangali is a 
Bengali ethnic identity-
centric political party active 
in West Bengal, Assam, 
Tripura and a few other 
states.

Rudrapal added 
that the CAA is “redun-
dant” as allowing Indian 
citizenship to someone 
who is born in India, got 
married to an Indian or 
lived in the country for five 
years were already there in 
the Citizenship Act before 
the amendment Bill was 
passed.

According to the 
CAA, those who migrated 
to India from Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh 
due to religious persecu-
tion before December 31, 
2014, and stayed here for 
five years, will be given In-
dian citizenship. The rules 
limit the applicability of 
only those who are Hindus, 

Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians by 
faith.

“The whole issue is 
not what it looks like. There 
is more mystery to it. The 
full details of the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act have 
not been revealed to the 
public. They are being kept 
a secret,” Rudrapal said.

Raising questions 
on why the CAA doesn’t 
grant Indian citizenship to 
Muslims, the Amra Ban-
gali leader said, “India is a 
secular country. How can 
a few particular religious 
communities be accepted 
and the rest not?”

He added, “There is 
a lot of protest all over the 
country by those who don’t 
want to accept this law. We 
don’t accept it as well. We 
demand that citizenship be 
given as per the Constitu-
tion and the Citizenship 
Act. We want fulfillment of 
all assurances given at the 
time of the Partition. We 
are not ready to consider 
anything apart from that.”

Rudrapal also cited 
the revision to the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
in Assam and said, “Nine-
teen lakh Bengalis were 
marked foreigners as per 
the NRC revision in Assam 
in 2019. Out of those 19 
lakh, 13 lakh were Hindu 
Bengalis. Many of them 
were sent to detention 
camps. Aadhaar cards of 
27 lakh Bengalis were can-
celled in Assam. This is a 
deep conspiracy. This is 
a conspiracy of the BJP to 
influence voters ahead of 
the Lok Sabha election.”

He also cited Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma’s comments 
that people wishing to avail 
benefits of the CAA would 
have to first appear on the 
NRC first. “They are try-
ing to implement the NRC 
through the backdoor. We 
have to understand the 
real conspiracy.”

“The Amra Bangali 
party will not accept the 
CAA and continue to pro-
test against it,” he said.

Disqualified TN minister Ponmudy 
reinstated as MLA after SC suspends his 

conviction and sentence in DA case

NEW DELHI, MAR 13:
Disqualified Tamil Nadu 
minister and senior DMK 
leader K Ponmudy was on 
Wednesday reinstated as a 
legislator with the authori-
ties revoking a notification 
that declared his Tirukoyi-
lur Assembly constituency 
vacant, news agency PTI 
reported.

P o n m u d y ’ s  r e -
instatement comes days 
after the Supreme Court 
suspended his conviction 

and three-year imprison-
ment in a disproportionate 
assets case.

The Madras High 
Court had in December last 
year sentenced Ponmudy 
to three years of simple 
imprisonment in a Rs 1.75-
crore disproportionate as-
sets case.

On December 19, 
the High Court had convict-
ed Ponmudy and his wife, 
overturning a 2016 acquittal 
by a special court for Pre-

vention of Corruption Act 
(PCA) cases in Villupuram. 
Justice Jayachandran’s rul-
ing declared the acquittal as 
“palpably wrong, manifestly 
erroneous and demonstra-
bly unsustainable.”

Following his convic-
tion, the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly Secretariat declared his 
constituency as ‘deemed to 
have become vacant’ from 
the date of his conviction.

From May 2021, 
when the DMK assumed 

power, Ponmudy had served 
as the Higher Education 
Minister till his disqualifica-
tion following conviction in 
the assets case.

The Assembly Sec-
retariat issued a fresh no-
tification dated 13 March to 
rescind the notification of 5 
March.

According to the new 
notification, an interim order 
of the Supreme Court dated 
11 March 2024 suspended 
Ponmudy’s conviction and 
following that, the Assembly 
Secretariat on Wednesday 
revoked the earlier notifica-
tion that declared the for-
mer minister’s constituency 
vacant.

The case  s tems 
from allegations that during 
his tenure as Tamil Nadu 
minister for higher educa-
tion and mines between 
April 13, 2006, and May 13, 
2010, Ponmudy and his wife 
amassed assets worth Rs 
1.72 crore, significantly dis-
proportionate to their known 
sources of income.
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DIBRUGARH, April 13:
The ‘Yoga Mahotsava’ celebrated to 
commemorate 75 days to the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga, was a huge suc-
cess as thousands joined at the gala 
event as they practiced Common 
Yoga Protocol (CYP) at Dibrugarh 
University ground here on April 7 last. 

The Ministry of Ayush organ-
ized the ‘Yoga Mahotsav’ to commem-
orate the 75 days to International Day 
of Yoga at the Dibrugarh University 
campus. 

Union Minister of Ports, Ship-
ping & Waterways and Ayush, Sar-
bananda Sonowal graced the event 
as Chief Guest, which was also par-
ticipated by Chief Minister of Tripura, 
Prof (Dr) Manik Saha, Deputy Chief 
Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Chow-
na Main, Union Minister of State for 
Petroleum & Natural Gas & MP of 
Dibrugarh; Rameshwar Teli, Union 
Minister of State for External Affairs, 

Dr Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, Health 
& Family Welfare Minister of Assam, 
Keshab Mahanta.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Union Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal 
said, “It is a matter of immense pleas-
ure and pride that Dibrugarh is host-
ing this wonderful ‘Yoga Mahotsav’ 
in this pristine environment. As thou-
sands of you joined us, we are em-
boldening the vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to make yoga a global 
movement towards healthier and 
better tomorrow”. He added that our 
endeavor to promote yoga as a way 
of life will not only enrich our health 
but also contribute positively towards 
building a healthy & Swastha Bharat - 
a vision of the Prime Minister.

Sonowal further said, “On the 
occasion of Yoga Mahotsav, which 
is being celebrated on World Health 
Day, I have the pleasure to announce 
that the Ministry of Ayush is going to 

set up a 100 bedded Yoga & Natur-
opathy hospital at Dibrugarh. This is 
going to further bolster Dibrugarh, as 
the centre of healthcare in the region”. 

The Union Minister further in-
formed that “With the constant sup-
port from Prime Minister, we are going 
to build this hospital which will give a 
big boost to the traditional healthcare 
system in the region. This centre will 
cater to needs of the region by provid-
ing yoga and naturopathy out-patient 
and inpatient treatments to the peo-
ple. An MoU was also signed between 
the Moraji Desai National Institute of 
Yoga (MDNIY) and Dibrugarh Univer-
sity to develop an ecosystem of yoga 
practitioners which will further rein-
force our commitment to make yoga 
a part of everyone’s healthy lifestyle.”

The Chief Minister of Tripura, 
Prof (Dr) Manik Saha said that, “Due 
to the umpteen initiatives of the Prime 
Minister, yoga has regained its past 

Thousands participate 
in Yoga Mahotsav in Dibrugarh;

Union Minister announces 100 bedded Yoga & Naturopathy Hospital in Dibrugarh 
glory as it is now being celebrated 
across the world as a prescription of 
good health. Being a doctor, I under-
stand the scores of benefits that yoga 
has to offer. As we practice yoga to-
day, it not only boosts the yoga prac-
tice among people, but also promises 
a better, healthier tomorrow”. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Arunachal Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister, Chowna Mein said, “Yoga 
is a wonderful gift of India’s rich herit-
age that has benefitted the world to 
become a healthier place. Led by the 
Prime Minister yoga has become a 
global movement. Today, as we per-
form yoga, I hope & believe that with 
the ever rising popularity Yoga is an 
occasion to celebrate. I am happy that 
I can participate in this event today as 
we work towards a healthier tomor-
row.”

Mein also added that this 
year's International Day of Yoga holds 
more significance as it endeavours to 
connect with the larger global com-
munity. India's G20 Presidency theme 
- "One World, One Health" resonates 
with the principle of "Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam". He further said that Yoga 
is a wonder gift of India’s rich heritage 
that has benefitted the world to be-
come a healthier place, adding that, 
led by the Prime Minister yoga has 
become a global movement. 

Ministers and MPs from North 
Eastern States were among other 
prominent personalities, besides in-
ternational students from Tanzania, 
Uganda, Kenya, Togo, Nepal, Nigeria, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Egypt, Namibia 
& Korea apart from thousands of stu-
dents, yoga enthusiasts participated 
at the Yoga Mahotsav. At the event, 
the audience was guided to perform 
CYP by Dr Ishwar V. Basavaraddi, Di-
rector, MDNIY.

PASIGHAT, April 13:  
The Arunachal Pradesh Literary Soci-
ety (APLS), East Siang district Unit or-
ganized their first general body meet 
here on April 7 last.

 The meet aimed to provide a 
platform for the writers and poets to 
connect, contribute and share their 
creative works to enrich the literary 
landscape of the state and the nation. 
Poetry Meet was done by members 
along with discussions on the future 
programs and meet of the APLS. 

Writers Ponung Ering Angu 
(“Doying-Collection of Folk Tales of 
the Adis), Litterateur Kaling Borang, 
Group Capt. (Retd) Mohonto Pang-
ging (“Keerook & Other Stories from 
North East India) Dr. Kaling Dai (Retd. 
JDHS), Folk Artiste, Delong Padung, 
Manjulata Prasad, Dr. Ing Perme 
were among those who were part of 
the meet. 

President APLS (East Siang 

Unit), Ponung Ering Angu, while high-
lighting the objectives of the meet for 
providing a platform for  writers and 
poets of the district, said that the Writ-
ers Padmashree  Mamang Dai and 
Luminary Late Lummer Dai hailing 
from the district have contributed im-
mensely to the literary  arena a of the 
state and nation.

APLS Vice President District 
Unit, Group Captain (Retd), Mohonto 
Panging Pao encouraged the young 
budding writers. 

Folk Artiste, Delong Padung 
stressed on documentation of rich 
Folk Literature. Tagom Tamuk, Presi-
dent of the Adi Agom Kebang also 
spoke in detail on the Adi lipik   (Al-
phabets). Members like B. Jerang 
presented his satire works in Adi 
among others in the session. Writer 
Tashiram Pertin also presented a 
copy of his book Litum Kebang and 
spoke at length on his book.

East Siang APLS bring 
writers & poets together

Meet focused on folk literature

AALO, April 13: 
Minister for Forest and Environment, 
Sports & Youth Affairs, Mama Natung 
said that Arunachal Pradesh is devel-
oping in every field under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chief Minister Pema Khandu.
 Attending the Central Mopin 
Celebration as Chief Guest here on 
April 6 last, along with Er Toko Jyoti, 
CE (PHED), Western Zone and JCCI, 
Vijay Kr. Agarwal, Zonal President 
as the Guest of Honour and Special 
Guest, the Minister appreciated the 
local MLA Kento Jini for initiating in-
frastructure of Aalo township and ap-
pealed the people to give him another 
chance for overall development of the 
area.
 On the occasion, Natung 
called upon the people of West Siang 
to surrender their possessed air guns 
and other guns to save birds and ani-
mals, adding, “Lets us save the birds 
and the animals for our better envi-

ronment”.
 Praising the Galo community 
for excellence in every field, the min-
ister said that numerous bureaucrats, 
technocrats and political leaders of 
Galo communities are rendering their 
valuable services for development 
and shaping of our state, adding that 
the R.K Mission school of Aalo have 
produced many officers who are serv-
ing in Arunachal  and other states. He 
appealed the youths to do hard work 
for the development of the state. 
 Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Kento Jini appreciated the min-
isters for initiating the construction 
of Aalo Stadium, Air Gun Surrender 
Abhiyaan etc. He also appreciated 
Er. Toko Jyoti CE (PHED) WZ for im-
plementation of various water supply 
schemes in western zone.
 In his address, Er Toko Jyoti 
praised the Galo community for their 
peace loving nature and harmonious 
life which have to be learned.

 Vijay Kr. Agarwal, JC CI in 
his speech informed that their NGO 
have opened one library which is 
opened for all. 
 Earlier, Gego Doji, General 
Secretary CMCC welcomed the vis-
iting dignitaries and participant at 
Mopin Ground and Yomto Zini, Presi-
dent CMCC 2023 highlighted the im-
portance Mopin to the guests. 
 During the day, Smti Lee 
Ete Ngomdir, Tumjom Doji and Dr. 
Arun Kumar Pathak were felicitated 
by CMCC for their outstanding ser-
vices in various fields. 
 The day was charmed with 
Popir dance competition from vari-
ous sectors of Aalo.
 MLA Nyamar Karbak, DC 
Penga Tato, Amzad Tak, Commis-
sioner Education, officers, senior citi-
zen from East Kameng, Seppa and 
Ziro II under Lower Subansiri district, 
HoDs, ZPMs, PR leaders, Popir par-
ty, public etc attended the occasion.

Natung graces Central Mopin Festival at Aalo
Forest Minister calls upon people to surrender air guns 

TUTING, April 13:
A two day Seema Darshan organized 
under Vibrant Village Program to Tuting 
from April 7 to 9, 2023 concluded suc-
cessfully. 
 The visiting team comprised 
of Ms. Gauri Basu, Consultant AKAM, 
RC Bishnoi ASO, Nitesh Kumar, JSA 
from Ministry of Culture (MoC), New 
Delhi, Yashilemba, Exhibition Officer, 
NEZCC (North East Zone Cultural Cen-
tre), Dimapur and documentation team 
from NEZCC and a group of 12 students 
from Odisha along with their escorts. 
 The team was accompanied 
by T Mize, District Tourism Officer, O 
Modi, District Art and Culture Officer 
and Lod Tam, Assistant, Directorate of 

Art and Culture, Itanagar. Earlier, the 
team was accorded a warm welcome 
by the local administration, local public 
of Tuting and the Donyi Polo Yelam Ke-
bang. During the tour, the group visited 
Gelling, the last Indian village which 
is located around 2 kms from the LAC 
and interacted with the ITBP personnel 
stationed there. This was followed by 
artillery display by ITBP personnel. The 
group also visited Gelling Monastery 
and interacted with the locals there.
 Later, the group made a trip to 
Zido village where they interacted with 
the GBs, Panchayat members and local 
public in the village. It was followed by 
display of cultural items - local song and 
dance, exhibition of local textile, jewelry 

and handicrafts and live demonstration 
of hand-weaving by the local women. 
 Ms. Basu, while appreciating 
the local culture and handicrafts, also in-
formed the people about Vibrant Village 
Program and its importance especially 
for people residing in border areas and 
the gamut of positive changes that this 
VVP Program has the capacity to bring 
for the people. She also expressed 
gratitude on behalf of the visiting team 
for the warm hospitality extended by the 
locals throughout the tour.
 The visitors were also taken 
on a tour of Karilidung/Jasung Kora, a 
sacred place for both Adi and Memba 
communities and concluded by a visit to 
Tuting Monastery.

Seema Darshan under 
Vibrant Village Programe concluded

ZIRO, April 13:
Statutory benefits were distrib-
uted to beneficiaries of Arunachal 
Pradesh Building & Other Con-
struction Worker’s Welfare Board 
(APO&OCWWB) by Lower Sub-
ansiri Deputy Commissioner at Civil 
Secretariat Conference Hall here on 
April 6 last.
 Of the total 31 beneficiar-
ies, 29 student beneficiaries were 
distributed Rs 7,90,000/- as educa-
tion scholarship with amounts rang-
ing from rupees twenty thousand 
to rupees forty thousand to pursue 
their higher educations within and 
outside the state while rupees two 
lacs three thousand were distribut-
ed as death benefits to children of 
three dead workers of the District.
  The statutory benefits 
were distributed for the first time at 
the district Hqs to children of reg-
istered workers of APO&OCWWB 
after the process got decentralized. 

Statutory benefits distributed to children of APO&OCWWB

The cheques were handed over to 
beneficiaries by DC Bamin Nime in 
presence of District Labour and Em-
ployment Officer Ngilyang Pugang 
and APO&OCWWB, Ziro Register-
ing Officer Tage Tupe.
 Speaking on the occasion, 
DC Bamin Nime advised the work-
ers of the district to maintain work 
culture and dignity of labour. He 
also appealed them to cooperate 

with the District Administration in 
proper segregation and disposal of 
garbage at the district Hqs. The DC 
further urged the workers to spread 
the message of not constructing 
dwelling houses and commercial 
buildings at the paddy fields since 
agriculture is the main economic ac-
tivity of Apatani Plateau and paddy 
fields are also the main charm of at-
traction to tourists at the valley. 

TAWANG, April 13:
The first ever district inter-school meet 
for elementary level of government 
schools of Tawang district for the year 
2023-24 was inaugurated and declared 
opened by Tawang MLA Tsering Tashi 
on Tuesday morning at Gyalwa Tsang-
yang Gyatso High Altitude Stadium, Ta-
wang. 

In his inaugural address, MLA 
Tashi congratulated the children and 
education deptt for planning such an 
event for three long days. He said that 
such events will provide platform for tal-
ented children to show their hidden tal-
ents, adding earlier such events were 
organized in every school annually. Due 
to growing academic competitions there 
is pressure on children for academic 
excellence, whereas such events gives 
opportunity for students for all round de-
velopment, the MLA stated. 

He stressed that earlier tradition 
of organizing school weeks annually 
should continue with cultural, games 
and sports activities in every school and 
assured his support for organizing such 
events every year. 

Addressing the participants, he 
said that, “they are our future genera-
tions and our coming generations must 
be physically fit and mentally strong” 
and asked the participants to stay away 
from drugs and other intoxications. En-
couraging them, he said, “today you are 
proudly holding your school flag and I 
hope in days to come, you will be hold-
ing national flag in your hands leading 
national contingents at international 
competitions”. He further asked the or-
ganizers, DDSE and his team to ensure 
that there should not be any shortage in 
providing good food and refreshments 
to the participants. 

Speaking on the occasion, DC 
Kesang Ngurup Damo called it a his-
toric day since for the first time such 
an inter school meet is organized in the 
district for elementary schools. Games 
and sports are important part of our life, 
he said, while quoting an old hindi prov-
erb "Padogey likhogey banogey nawab, 
Khelogey kudogey banogey kharab", 
the DC said that this old proverb has 
been proved wrong, as nowadays with 
hard work and sincere dedication any-
one can become international heroes 
in the field of games sports and cultural 
music etc. 

He said that games and sports 
keeps you physically fit, it develops 
your mental and spiritual efficiency, only 
matter is that these fields should not be 
taken as entertainment purpose. Keep 
focused, disciplined and continue hard 
work in the field of your interest with 
sincerity and dedication, success will 
come, he assured. Lauding DDSE and 
his team he said, this is best use of time, 
since the schools will be closed for va-
cations soon and teachers and students 
all are free from tensions of examina-
tions and other academic activities right 
now. DC also conveyed his gratitude 
to Indian army for providing food and 
refreshments and SSB for providing 
transportation service for participants of 
Lungla area for the event.  

He further said that archery is 
an important traditional game and also 
an important event in Olympics, Asian 
games and common wealth games, so 
there is need to train our children in this 
field so that they can perform at inter-
national level. We have to provide them 
with facilities and parents should en-
courage their children showing interest 
in archery and give a serious thought on 

it, if any child wins gold medal in any 
international event he/she can become 
super star overnight, he said, while cit-
ing examples of Mary com and Hema 
Das. 

Giving information on aims and 
objectives of the event, DDSE Hridhar 
Phuntso said that under ISSE there is 
some provision for conducting various 
competitions for students of Higher sec-
ondary and Secondary levels, but if we 
provide equal opportunity to our children 
from the elementary level they can per-
form better at higher levels, therefore 
keeping this in view, this time the event 
has been organized for the first time, 
He conveyed his gratitude to the three 
MLAs of the district, Indian army and 67 
Bn SSB lungla for supporting the event.  
Among others, ZPM Tsering Dorjee, Dy. 
Commander Tawang brigade Colonel 
JS Dodhy, Padmashree Awardee Lama 
Thupten Phuntso, public leader Pema 
Ngawang and officers from district ad-
ministration, public leaders, teachers 
and more than 500 students from differ-
ent primary and upper primary schools 
of the district participated in the inaugu-
ral function. 

Organized by the education de-
partment and sponsored by the three 
MLAs of Mukto, Tawang and Lungla 
constituencies, the event is supported 
by Indian Army for food and refresh-
ments and 67th Bn SSB Lungla for 
transportation of participants from 
Lungla area. 

Around 500 students from 41 
govt elementary schools of Tawang 
district are participating in the event in 
which competitions in various fields like 
cultural, games sports and literary ac-
tivities will be held for three days from 
April 11-13, 2023. 

Elementary level inter-school meet of Tawang dist inaugurated

DEOMALI, March 14: 
PHE&WS Minister Wangki Lowang 
inaugurated a daily market complex 
here in Tirap district on Thursday, 
March 14.

The project, with an estimated 
cost of Rs 150 lakhs, funded under the 
SIDF 2022-’23, was executed by the 
water resources department (WRD).

The market complex will be 
taken over by the Agricultural Produce 
Marketing Committee in Deomali as 

the caretaker.
After dedicating the complex 

to the people, the minister urged the 
vendors to take care of the building, 
“as this was my dream project to pro-
vide a safe and hygienic complex for 
the vendors.”

The minister further said that 
“work on the drainage system of the 
entire Deomali township, and the in-
ternal township road is in the pipe-
line,” and urged the people to “spare 

some space alongside the colony 
roads when the township road will be 
sanctioned.”

Deomali WRD Subdivision As-
sistant Engineer Inya Riba explained 
the design system and future scope 
and utility of the complex.

ZPMs Wangphoon Lowang 
and Sam Korok, besides government 
officers, public leaders, market wel-
fare committee members, and others 
were present. 

Lowang inaugurates APMC 
Daily Market Complex

ITANAGAR, March 17: 
Dera Natung Govt College (DNGC) 
here received the ‘Best College for 
NCC Activities in Arunachal Pradesh’ 
Award.

NCC DG Lt Gen Gurbirpal 
Singh presented the award to DNGC 
Principal Dr MQ Khan in a function in 
Narangi (Assam) on 14 March.

“This recognition not only un-
derscores the excellence of the col-
lege’s NCC unit but also highlights the 
unwavering dedication and sincerity 
of its cadets,” Dr Khan said.

The principal expressed ap-
preciation for the hard work and com-
mitment demonstrated by NCC CTOs 
Dr Likha Eichir and Goke Riji. He 
commended the NCC cadets for their 
dedication, discipline and sincerity.

“This award is a testament to 
Dera Natung Government College’s 
commitment to excellence in almost 
all academic, co-curricular spheres 
and extension activities, especially 
NCC activities,” Dr Khan added.

DNGC receives best college for NCC award

TAWANG, March 17: 
The Indian Army battalion deployed in 
Chuna installed solar-powered street-

lights in remote Mago village in Tawang 
district under Operation Sadbhavana.

After the installation of nine so-

lar-powered streetlights, the battalion’s 
commanding officer handed them over 
to village head T Panden. 

Streetlights installed in remote Mago

AALO, March 20: 
The  DEO cum Returning Officer of 
Arunachal West Parliamentary Con-
stituency issued a nomination notifica-
tion to all the Three Assembly Constit-
uencies of West Siang 27-Liromoba, 
30-Aalo West  and 31st Aalo East As-
sembly Constituencies and Arunachal 
West Parliamentary Constituency on 
March 20. No candidates turned up 
for nomination and some candidates 
of political parties collected the nomi-

nation form.
On 19th March DEO Aalo, 

Mamu Hage, held the concentrative 
meeting all the RO's, AERO's, All po-
litical parties and committees of Me-
dia Certification and Monitoring Com-
mittee (MCMC). 

During the consultative meet-
ing she told the nomination process 
and guidelines of Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) to all the Office bearers of 
all political parties.

DEO cum RO urged all the 
political parties to cooperate with the 
authorities and also urged them to fol-
low the MCC in true letter and spirit. 
Further she informed all the political 
parties to obtain permission before 48 
hours to conduct political rallies and 
meetings.

Also she informed the political 
parties to obtain certification of elec-
tronic advertisement where the forms 
are available in Nodal Officer MCMC.

DEO issues Nomination Notification

PASIGHAT, March 20: 
In a remarkable display of academic 
collaboration and knowledge ex-
change, the Department of Chem-
istry at J.N. College, Pasighat, in 
collaboration with Dhemaji College, 
organized a National Seminar on 
Recent Developments in Medicinal 
Chemistry and Catalysis on Tues-
day 19th March,2024. This seminar 
was generously sponsored by the 
Department of Higher and Techni-
cal Education (DHTE), Government 
of Arunachal Pradesh.

The seminar, conducted in 
blended mode to accommodate 
both offline and online participants, 
witnessed a gathering of distin-
guished speakers and enthusiastic 

participants from various regions. 
Prof. Diganta Sarma from Dibrugarh 
University captivated the audience 
as the keynote speaker, sharing 
profound insights into the advance-
ments in medicinal chemistry and 
catalysis.

The event featured esteemed 
invited speakers, including Dr. Bolin 
Chetia from Dibrugarh University, 
Dr. Chandan Tamuly, Senior Princi-
pal Scientist at CSIR-NEIST, Itana-
gar Branch, and Dr.DwipenKakati 
from Rajiv Gandhi University. Their 
presentations further enriched the 
seminar, providing diverse perspec-
tives on the subject matter.

Principal Dr.TasiTaloh and 
Vice Principal Dr.LekiSitang also 

graced the occasion with their words 
of encouragement and appreciation 
for the initiative.

A significant highlight of the 
seminar was the extensive partici-
pation from scholars and research-
ers, with more 100 participants, 
which included 62 paper presenters 
both in Oral (blended mode) and 
Poster presentations from Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, and even Gu-
jarat.

Dr.AlakeshPhukan efficiently 
coordinated the event, with Ms. 
Hage Yalu, Toku Tagu Tada, and Mr. 
Dwipen Kakati serving as co-coor-
dinators. The organizing committee, 
led by HoD Yumi Nyori, ensured the 
seamless execution of the seminar.

Chemistry seminar held by JNC 

YUPIA, March 20:
DEO Papum Pare Jiken Bomjen 
briefed the representatives of the 
political parties about the Model 
Code of Condict during a meeting 
held here at the DC Conference 
Hall on Tuesday, March 19.

Highlighting the Do’s and 
Dont’s of the MCC, DC Bomjen 
informed that MCC are a set rules 
that gives a level play to all the can-
didates for a free and fair election. 
He urged all the political represent-
atives to abide by them to avoid any 
law-and-order issues.

DEO Bomjen also spoke 
about expenditure monitoring sys-
tem of ECI, where officers appoint-
ed as expenditure monitoring team 

keeps a tab on the expenditure 
incurred by the candidates during 
campaigning.

“Therefore, utmost care 
should be exercised to avoid over-
spending, which can draw the at-
tention of the ECI leading to legal 
consequences,” he added while 
urging the political representatives 
to meticulously maintain the ac-
counts and submit daily expendi-
ture reports to the Expenditure ob-
server.

He also spoke about the 
Media Certification and Monitoring 
Committee(MCMC) and asked the 
political party representatives to 
obtain pre- certification of their po-
litical advertisements before being 

telecast/broadcast on TV and ca-
ble networks/Cable channels; ad-
vertisements to be displayed year 
round in the cinema halls, radio in-
cluding FM channels, audio visual 
displays in public places; advertise-
ments in e-newspapers, use of bulk 
SMS/recorded voice messages and 
advertisements on social media and 
internet websites .

SDO Doimukh highlighted 
the important aspects of the nomi-
nation process which begins from 
20th March.

EAC Naharlagun and Nodal 
Officer Election Expenditure Moni-
toring, Khoda Bhat reiterated the 
need to maintain a proper account 
of the election expenditures.

DEO Convenes meeting 
with the political representatives

KHONSA March 20:  
Deputy Commissioner cum District 
Election Officer (DC-cum-DEO) of 
Tirap, Ira Singhal inspected several 
Special Surveillance Teams (SST) 
locations across the district here on 
Wednesday, March 20. She was ac-
companied by Yowa Anya, APCS, 
Assistant Returning Officer (ARO) 
of the 57 Borduria-Bogapani As-
sembly Constituency, the visit aimed 
to strengthen vigilance measures 
ahead of upcoming events.

During her interaction with 
the SST personnel, DEO Singhal 

emphasized the critical importance 
of maintaining a daily register docu-
menting all vehicle movements and 
any potential seizures. She provid-
ed clear instructions on the proper 
procedures for maintaining these 
records and underscored the sig-
nificance of accurate reporting. DEO 
Singhal further directed the teams to 
adhere to the prescribed format for 
compiling seizure reports, ensuring 
seamless coordination and data in-
tegrity.

"This inspection underscores 
our commitment to accountability and 

transparency in electoral processes," 
stated DEO Singhal. "By maintaining 
meticulous records and adhering to 
standardized reporting procedures, 
we can bolster public trust and confi-
dence in the electoral system."

The visit by DC-cum-DEO 
Singhal and ARO Anya underscores 
the administration's proactive ap-
proach towards ensuring fair and 
transparent elections in Tirap Dis-
trict. Such initiatives are crucial in 
upholding democratic principles and 
fostering a culture of integrity within 
the electoral framework.

DC inspects Special Surveillance Teams

KHONSA, March 19:
Tirap District Election Officer (DEO), 
Ira Singhal, convened a consulta-
tive meeting with representatives 
from all political parties in Khonsa 
to ensure free and fair elections in 
the region on Tuesday, March 19.

Explaining the MCC, Singhal 
emphasised the importance of fair 
and transparent electoral process 
in the district, “which is often beset 
by challenges.”

The DEO urged the politi-

cal parties to adhere to the MCC to 
“guarantee the conduct of free and 
fair elections.”

She stressed on the respon-
sibility of the returning officers in 
strictly enforcing the MCC, “particu-
larly the need to curb the influence 
of money and alcohol during the 
electoral process.”

SP Singjatla Singpho also 
highlighted the MCC during the 
meeting.

Meanwhile, on 18 March, the 

flying squad, led by the Borduria 
CO and the Borduria police station 
OC, seized Rs 2,83,000.

In Leparada district too, the 
representatives of the political par-
ties were sensitised to the MCC, 
and the dos and don’ts during the 
elections.

DLMT (DEMP) Dr K Loyi 
and DLMT GP Sahoo addressed 
the representatives during a meet-
ing presided over by DEO Atul Tay-
eng. 

DEO convenes meeting of all political 
parties for free and fare election

PASIGHAT, March 19: 
The District Election Officer (DEO) 
Tayi Taggu instructed the repre-
sentatives of the telecom service 
providers to ensure call quality re-
duce outage, drops and improved 
internet services in the Pasighat 
Township and around all the polling 
booths across the district, taking 
urgent measures even also while 

working to upgrade their infrastruc-
ture and machineries etc during a 
coordination meeting held on Tues-
day, March 19 in his office cham-
ber. 

The DEO, Tayi Taggu and 
SP, Dr. Sachin Kumar Singhal 
stated that they were monitoring in-
stances of service outage in several 
locations, time to time. Poor quality 

services might hamper the ongoing 
smooth election process; the duo 
opined and further directed all to 
submit the action taken report in this 
regard to the DEO with a copy to 
the SP latest by 25th March next. 

The meeting was attended 
by the SP Dr. Sachin Kr Singhal, 
ASP Pankaj Lamba and the repre-
sentatives of BSNL, Airtel and Jio.

DEO directs to ensure high quality 
telecom services in East Siang 


